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25+ Places to Visit and Learn About 
Black History in North Carolina

p age 4,  Inauguration>
25+ Places/NC Black Histor y-p age 4  >

International  Civ i l  R ig hts  C enter  & Mus eumC harlotte  Haw k ins  Brow n Mus eum

Magnolia  Hous e Black Wal l  Stre et ,  Durham, N.C.

       Black histor y  in 
North Carol ina ,  l ike  most 
things  in  l i fe ,  i s  better 
understood at  the  loca-

t ions  where  important 
events  t ranspired.  From 
Underground R ai lroad 
s ites  to  Civi l  Rights  land-

marks  and hubs  of  Afr i-
can-American business , 
this  guide  features  some 
inspir ing places  for  you to 

Ketanji  Brow n Jack-
s on Wore A Sy mb ol 
Of  Si lent  Reb el l ion At 
Tr ump’s  Inauguration

       Whi le  a l l  eyes  were  on 
Pres ident  Donald Trump 
dur ing his  second inaugura-
t ion,  the  countr y ’s  f i rst  Black 
female  Supreme C ourt  Just ice 
caught  the  eye  of  Black Amer-
ica  with  one statement  piece 
that  has  deeper  meaning than 
you may know.
       S itt ing bes ide  the  oth-
er  members  of  the  Supreme 
C ourt ,  Just ice  Ketanj i  Brown 
Jackson was  dressed in  her  t ra-
dit ional  black robes ,  but  what 
stood out  more  than anything 
was  her  jewelr y.  Jackson was 

by Phenex S.  Hal le y

Biden p osthumously  p ardons 
Black nationalist  Marcus  G ar ve y
President  Jo e  Biden has  p osthumously  p ardone d Black nationalist  Marcus 
G ar ve y,  w ho inf luence d Malcolm X and other  Black civ i l  r ig hts  leaders  and 
was  conv icte d of  mai l  fraud in  the  1920s

          As  his  pres idenc y 
winds  to  a  c lose,  Pres ident 
Biden issued a  posthumous 
pardon for  Marcus  Gar vey, 

a  notable  Black nat ional ist 
who inspired f igures  l ike 
Malcolm X,  Nelson Man-
dela ,  and later  generat ions 

of  Black Panther  Par ty 
ac t iv ists .  The Rev.  Dr. 
Mart in  Luther  King said 
of  Gar vey,”He was  the  f i rst 

p age 4  -  Marcus  G ar ve y ’s  p ardon>

by C ol le en L ong

Mar tin Luther  King,  Jr.Malcom X
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25+ Places to Visit and Learn About 
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Magnolia  Hous e,  Gre ensb oro,  N.C. Black Wal l  Stre et ,  Durham, N.C.

       Black histor y  in 
North Carol ina ,  l ike  most 
things  in  l i fe ,  i s  better 
understood at  the  loca-

t ions  where  important 
events  t ranspired.  From 
Underground R ai lroad 
s ites  to  Civi l  Rights  land-

marks  and hubs  of  Afr i-
can-American business , 
this  guide  features  some 
inspir ing places  for  you to 

Ketanji  Brow n Jack-
s on Wore A Sy mb ol 
Of  Si lent  Reb el l ion At 
Tr ump’s  Inauguration

       Whi le  a l l  eyes  were  on 
Pres ident  Donald Trump 
dur ing his  second inaugura-
t ion,  the  countr y ’s  f i rst  Black 
female  Supreme C ourt  Just ice 
caught  the  eye  of  Black Amer-
ica  with  one statement  piece 
that  has  deeper  meaning than 
you may know.
       S itt ing bes ide  the  oth-
er  members  of  the  Supreme 
C ourt ,  Just ice  Ketanj i  Brown 
Jackson was  dressed in  her  t ra-
dit ional  black robes ,  but  what 
stood out  more  than anything 
was  her  jewelr y.  Jackson was 

by Phenex S.  Hal le y
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‘Stay  tune d’ :  Civ i l  r ig hts  groups 
prep are  to  take  on Tr ump’s  DEI 
‘distor tion c amp aign’

Marc Morial ,  National  Urb an L eague Al  Shar pton,  National  Action Network

by G erren Keith G ay nor

L eaders  from the National  Urb an L eague and other  advo c ates  say  the y aren’t  tak ing President  Donald Tr ump’s  latest  ex-
e cutive  orders  targeting DEI and the  enforcement  of  dis crimination laws ly ing dow n.

       Civ i l  r ights  leaders  are  st i l l 
grappl ing with the  weight  of  Pres-
ident  Donald Trump’s  swif t  and 
sweeping execut ive  orders  e l iminat-
ing divers ity,  equity  and inclusion 
and rol l ing back decades-old  pol i-
c ies  meant  to  guard Black and brown 
Americans  f rom racia l  discr imina-
t ion.  But  whi le  many are  contemplat-
ing and strateg iz ing ,  i t’s  c lear  that 
c iv i l  r ights  groups  aren’t  going to 
take  the  orders  ly ing down.
       “Stay  tuned,”  Marc  Moria l ,  pres-
ident  of  the  Nat ional  Urban League, 
told  theGrio  when asked about  lega l 
ac t ion the  organizat ion and others 
are  expected to  take  in  the  future.
       Dur ing a  “Demand Divers ity” 
roundtable  of  c iv i l  r ights  leaders 
convened by the  Nat ional  Urban 
League,  Janai  Nelson,  direc tor-coun-
sel  at  the  NAACP Legal  Defense 
Fund,  te legraphed that  there  would 
be  l i t igat ion on behal f  of  c iv i l  r ights 
groups  to  combat  Trump’s  execu-
t ive  ac t ions ,  which included orders 
revers ing the  federa l  government’s 
s tance  on enforcing the  Civi l  Rights 
Act  of  1964,  which prohibits  racia l , 
gender  and rel ig ious  discr iminat ion.
      The c iv i l  r ights  lawyer  ca l led 
Trump’s  ac t ions  an “assault  on core 
pr inciples  of  our  democrac y”  and 
said  Black and brown communi-
t ies  “must  reclaim the  meaning of 
the  14th Amendment ,”  which is  at 
the  core  of  the  Civi l  Rights  Act  and 
has  been successfu l ly  used by white 
l i t igants  in  recent  years  to  unrav-
el  racia l  equity  programs in  both 

the  federa l  government  and pr ivate 
sec tor.  The Trump Just ice  Depar t-
ment  went  as  far  as  to  order  it s  Civ i l 
Rights  Divis ion to  f reeze  a l l  pending 
c iv i l  r ights  l i t igat ion.
       L ast  week,  House  of  Representa-
t ives  Minor ity  Leader  Rep.  Hakeem 
Jef f r ies  vowed that  Democrats ,  a long 
with c iv i l  r ights  groups ,  would take 
the  attacks  on DEI “head-on.”
       Moria l ,  the  former mayor  of 
New Orleans  and an attorney,  said 
there  are  “fundamenta l  f laws”  in 
Trump’s  orders ,  and that  he  “cannot 
do by execut ive  order  what  he  seeks 
to  do.”  He explained,  “You cannot  a l-
ter  the  Civi l  Rights  Act  of  ’64  by  an 
execut ive  order  when there’s  been 60 
years  of  cour t  decis ions  and a  feder-
a l  s tatute  that  undergird how these 
laws are  implemented.”
       The c iv i l  r ights  leader  descr ibed 
Trump’s  orders  — including one 
seeking to  end the  const itut ional 
r ight  to  bir thr ight  c it izenship — as 
“an overreach in  terms of  the  use  of 
pres ident ia l  power.”  He cont inued, 
“It’s  ver y  important  that  this  conver-
sat ion that  we’ve  been having about 
democrac y is  at  the  center  of  this . 
This  is  not  the  pres ident  going to 
C ongress .  This  is  a  pres ident  t r y ing 
to  do these  things  uni latera l ly.”
       Despite  the  rea l  impl icat ions 
of  Trump’s  target ing of  DEI and 
seemingly  anything related to  race, 
Moria l  dismissed the  Trump admin-
istrat ion’s  f i rst-week act ions  as  be-
ing nothing more than a  “distor t ion 
campaign.”  He referenced a  pol l  con-

ducted by The Harr is  Pol l  and Black 
Economic Al l iance  that  found that 
a  major ity  of  Americans  — nearly 
80% — across  racia l ,  ideologica l ,  and 
generat ional  l ines  support  DEI;  in 
that  they bel ieve  corporate  America 
should “ref lec t  the  racia l  divers i-
ty  of  America ,”  support  businesses 
taking steps  to  ensure  that  divers i-
ty  and agree  that  racia l  divers ity  in 
the  business  sec tor  “ leads  to  greater 
prof itabi l ity  and innovat ion.”
       “ There’s  a  distor t ion campaign 
that  he’s  running and that  they ’re 
running … that  somehow these  of-
f ices  promoted some kind of  pref-
erent ia l  t reatment .  You can’t  even 
f ind any evidence that  supports  any 
of  that ,”  said  Moria l ,  who accused 
Trump of  t r y ing to  “undo” a  “con-
sensus”  on c iv i l  r ights  that  has  t radi-
t ional ly  been bipar t isan.
       “It’s  been stronger  under  Dem-
ocrats ,  but  even [Pres ident  Richard] 
Nixon had a  program of  Black capi-
ta l ism.       Even Nixon s igned Vot ing 
Rights  Act  extensions ,”  he  reca l led.
       Regardless ,  c iv i l  r ights  leaders 
say  they are  up for  the  batt le  against 
the  Trump administrat ion.
       “ The landscape may seem un-
cer tain,  but  the  lega l  grounds up-
holding equal  opportunity  remain 
f i rm.  As  c iv i l  r ights  advocates ,  we 
are  prepared to  cha l lenge attempts  to 
undermine these  essent ia l  l iber t ies 
and cont inue to  champion a  nat ion 
where  ever y  person’s  contr ibut ion 
is  welcomed and va lued,”  said  Maya 
Wiley,  pres ident  and CEO of  the 
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                                         Public  Notice  for  Re quest  for  Prop osal  (RFP) 
                                             Standby G enerator  Maintenance S er v ices 
 
    The City  of  Gre ensb oro Water  Res ources  Re clamation and Supply  Div ision is  lo ok ing for  a 
    rel iable  contractor  to  prov ide pre ventive  maintenance of  12 dies el  generators  and fuel  systems 
    for  b oth Water  Supply  and Water  Re clamation faci l it ies .  Prop osals  are  due to  the  City  no later 
    than 5pm, Monday,  Febr uar y 17,  2025.  Packet  lo c ate d at  w w w.gre ensb oro-nc .gov/water  under 
    Avai lable  C ontracts .

NC A&T R anks Top 10 In ‘B est  Online  Programs 
2025’  On U.S.  Ne ws & Rep or t’s  L ist

       North Carol ina  Agr icultura l  and 
Technica l  State  Univers ity  received a 
high ranking on the  U.S .  News & Re-
port’s  “B est  Onl ine  Programs” l is t  as 
a  leader  of  onl ine  learning in  higher 
educat ion,  according to  a  press  re-
lease  provided to  BLACK ENTER-
PRISE. 
      Three  undergraduate  and s ix 
graduate  programs made the  l i s t  – 
two making the  top 10 –  and two 
others  enter ing the  top 30 nat ion-
wide.  The Greensboro-based HB CU 
has  programs focused on veterans , 
coming in  at  number  s ix  among the 
onl ine  master’s  in  informat ion tech-
nolog y programs for  vets ,  and the 
bachelor’s  veteran program ranking 
at  number  21,  t ied with Penn State . 
The master’s  in  educat ion programs 
for  veterans  fe l l  to  the  26th place, 
whi le  the  MBA program ranked at 
42 . 
       S ome of  the  regular  programs 
t ied with some of  the  top schools  in 
the  nat ion,  including informat ion 
program t ied in  10th place  a long 
with Rice  and B oston Univers it ies , 
onl ine  undergrad programs l is ted 
at  39  with 11 other  schools ,  onl ine 
MBA programs t ied in  72nd place 

with two other  univers it ies ,  and 
the  master’s  in  educat ion t ied for 
the  85th place  with  11 other  l i s ted 
col leges  and univers it ies .  An on-
l ine  bachelor’s  in  business  program 
ranked with e ight  other  schools  in 
87th place. 
       Ass istant  Vice  Provost  of  Dis-
tance  Educat ion and Extended 
Learning,  Dr.  Tonya Amankwat ia , 
ce lebrated the  accomplishment  as 
the  home of  the  Aggies  is  “com-
mitted to  ensur ing that  qual ity  ed-
ucat ion is  access ible  to  learners” 
ever ywhere.  “Our distance  educa-
t ion of fer ings  are  a  v ita l  par t  of 
this  miss ion,  and the  rankings  are  a 
testament  to  the  dedicat ion of  our 
faculty,  advisors ,  and staf f ,”  Amank-
wat ia  said. 
       “ Together,  we are  creat ing f lex-
ible ,  support ive,  and transformat ive 
learning exper iences  that  empower 
learners  and help  them thr ive  in  a 
rapid ly  evolv ing world.”
       As  onl ine  learning cont inues  to 
grow in  a  hybr id  environment ,  on-
l ine  programs have  proven to  have 
benef its  outs ide  a  physica l  c lass-
room,  providing students  with  ac-
cess ibi l ity  and f lexibi l ity  to  sustain  a 

fu l f i l l ing  work- l i fe  ba lance.  In  addi-
t ion to  f lexibi l ity,  the  onl ine  f inan-
cia l  benef its  are  highl ighted as  being 
cheaper,  whi le  st i l l  g iv ing learners 
the  advantage  of  being compet it ive 
in  the  job market .  Whi le  A&T en-
rol led a  record 14,311 on-campus 
students  in  fa l l  2024,  the  number  of 
onl ine  students  or  a  mixture  is  just 
as  impress ive,  growing by 550. 
       Onl ine-only  learners  leaped to 
more than 1 ,700,  a  5 .5% increase 
f rom the  2023-2024 academic  school 
year. 
       The s ign of  growth comes at 
a  great  t ime as  the  histor ic  school 
prepares  to  celebrate  the  65th an-
niversar y  of  the  A&T Four before 
Black Histor y  Month,  according to 
The Rhino Times.  On Februar y  1 , 
1960,  four  f reshmen – ret ired Air 
Force  Major  Gen.  Joseph McNei l , 
Jibreel  Khazan,  formerly  Ezel l  Blair 
Jr. ,  the  late  Frankl in  McCain Sr. , 
and the  late  David Richmond Jr. 
–  had a  hand in  launching the  c iv-
i l  r ights  movement  by  s itt ing in  at 
a  white-only  lunch counter  at  the 
downtown Greensboro Woolworth’s 
and waited for  ser vice.

Way to  go,  Aggie! by Sharel le  Bur t
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< Inauguration from p age -  1  >

< 25+ Places/NC Black Histor y,  from p age 1  >
vis it .
       Black Histor y  Month in  Feb-
ruar y  results  in  increased t raf f ic  to 
these  s ites ,  but  we hope you’ l l  keep 
these  landmarks  in  mind through-
out  the  year.  Such important  par ts  of 
America’s  s tor y  should not  be  l imit-
ed to  s imply  one month.
       Whether  you’re  a  new res ident , 
a  f requent  v is itor,  or  a  loca l ,  we’re 
leaving no detai l  behind.  If  you l ive 
in  North Carol ina  and are  wonder-
ing ,  “Are  there  any Afr ican American 
museums near  me? ”  we think this 
NC travel  guide  wi l l  help  you out!
       For  the  guide,  we’ve  a lphabet i-
ca l ly  arranged these  important  plac-
es  in  Black histor y  in  North Carol i-
na.

Afr ican American Her itage  Tour 
(New B ern)

Afr ican-American Museum of  Histo-
r y  & Culture  (Gastonia)

Airborne and Specia l  Operat ions 
Museum (Fayettevi l le)

Black Wal l  St  (Durham)

Bul l  City  L aughs  (Durham)

Charlotte  Hawkins  Brown Museum 

(Gibsonvi l le)

Chicamacomico Li fe-Saving Stat ion 
(Rodanthe)

Hal i fax  Underground R ai lroad Trai l 
(Hal i fax  C ounty)

Harr iet  Jacobs  Trai l  (Edenton)

Har vey B.  Gantt  C enter  for  Afr i-
can-American Arts  +  Culture  (Char-
lotte)

The Histor ic  Magnol ia  House 
(Greensboro)

Histor ic  Stag vi l le  (Durham)
Hood Huggers  Internat ional  Tours 
(Ashevi l le)

Internat ional  Civ i l  Rights  C enter  & 
Museum (Greensboro)

Montford Memoria l  ( Jacksonvi l le)

Nina Simone Plaza  (Tr yon)

North Carol ina  Museum of  Histor y 
(R ale igh)

Oliver  Nestus  Freeman Roundhouse 
Museum (Wilson)

Pope House  Museum (R ale igh)

Pr incevi l le  (Edgecombe C ounty)

St  Phi l l ips  Moravian Church (Win-
ston-Sa lem)

S omerset  Place  State  Histor ic  Site 
(Creswel l )

Underground R ai lroad Museum 
(Washington)

Young Men’s  Inst itute  (Ashevi l le)

       Gastonia’s  Afr ican-American 
Museum of  Histor y  & Culture  at 
Loray Mi l l  i s  one of  the  newer  places 
to  learn about  Black histor y  in  North 
Carol ina .  Open s ince  Februar y  2019, 
this  museum honors  Afr ican Amer-
icans  who have contr ibuted to  the 
Gaston C ounty  community.
       These  inf luent ia l  contr ibutors 
include business  leaders ,  ar t ists ,  and 
more change-makers  who’ve  made an 
impact  on Gaston C ounty.
       Afr ican-American Music  Trai l 
(Var ious)
a  mural  dedicated to  Black Histor y 
in  Goldsboro NC 

adorned in  a  beaut i fu l  cowrie  shel l 
neck lace  and matching earr ings .  Al-
though the  shel ls  typica l ly  symbol-
ize  currenc y and wealth  in  Afr ican 
culture,  Jackson’s  choice  to  wear  the 
neck lace  on Dr.  Mart in  Luther  King 
Jr ’s  hol iday and the  inaugurat ion of 
Trump suggests  there’s  something 
deeper  to  it  a l l .
       The histor y  of  the  cowrie  shel l 
dates  back centur ies .  According 
to  the  Nat ional  Museum of  Afr i-
can American Histor y  and Culture, 
the  earl iest  record of  cowrie  shel ls 
were  found in  14th centur y  Afr ica . 
During this  t ime,  histor ians  bel ieve 
they were  used as  a  form of  curren-
c y,  being t raded for  goods .
       When Afr icans  were  k idnapped 
by European s lave  catchers  s lowly 
t ransformed the  symbol ism of  the 

shel ls  f rom str ic t ly  about  wealth  and 
power  to  now a  form of  protect ion 
for  captured Afr icans  brought  to  the 
new world, 
       Histor ians  now bel ieve  cowrie 
shel ls  were  worn by enslaved Afr i-
cans  as  a  form of  protect ion against 
the  evi l  that  awaited them in the 
Americas ,  according to  the  Smith-
sonian.  They’re  of ten seen as  con-
duits  of  Afr ican ancestra l  wisdom 
and used in  div inat ion  pract ices  and 
spir itua l  ceremonies .
       The cowrie  shel l  a lso  has  deep 
t ies  to  womanhood.  According to 
The Met ,  the  shel l’s  “resemblance  to 
the  female  vulva  and a lternat ively  to 
a  squint ing eye  is  thought  to  under-
l ie  a  magica l  associat ion with fer t i l -
ity  and with protect ion f rom the  evi l 
eye,  respect ively.

       Given the  histor ic  and spir itu-
a l  symbol ism of  the  cowrie  shel l ,  i t 
would at  least  be  i ronic  that  Just ice 
Jackson chose  such an adorning jew-
elr y  choice  for  a  histor ic  day.  Trump, 
who has  previously  been found l iable 
for  sexual  assault  and has  a  docu-
mented histor y  of  discr iminat ion 
against  people  of  color,  namely  Black 
people,  was  sworn back into  of f ice 
on MLK Day,  a  coincidence that 
many f ind disturbing.
       Jackson has  not  conf irmed her 
intent ions  behind wear ing the  cow-
r ie  jewelr y,  but  for  any Black person 
watching Jackson s it  in  her  black 
robe on MLK Day,  you can speculate 
the  type of  statement  she  wanted to 
make.

< Marcus  G ar ve y,  from p age -1  >
man on a  mass  sca leand level  togive 
mi l l iomn of  Black peoplea  sense  of 
dignity  and dest iny.”
       Why it  matters :  The pardon—
an act ion that  has  been presented 
to  mult iple  administrat ions—comes 
more than a  centur y  af ter  Jamai-
can-born Gar vey was  convic ted of 
mai l  f raud on June 21,  1923.
       Gar vey’s  case  is  one that  sup-
porters  have  long claimed was  po-
l it ica l ly  mot ivated and aimed at 

discredit ing his  growing popular ity 
among Black Americans  amid lynch-
ings  and racia l  v iolence.
       Gar vey was  among f ive  people 
granted pardons on Sunday,  a  day 
before  Pres ident  Trump’s  inaugura-
t ion.
       What  they ’re  saying:  Tony 
Pierce,  a  par tner  at  Akin Gump who 
has  worked pro bono with Marcus 
Gar vey’s  fami ly  for  years ,  told  Ax-
ios  he  was  ecstat ic  when he  learned 

about  the  pardon.
      “ The fami ly  has  been advocat ing 
for  this  s ince  the  1980s ,  and I  f i rst 
got  involved dur ing the  Bush ad-
ministrat ion,”  he  said.  “ To see  it  a l l 
come to  f ruit ion now is  an incredi-
ble  feel ing .”
       “A pardon or  exonerat ion is 
the  countr y  saying it  got  something 
wrong.  And in  this  case,  i t’s  saying 
it  got  something wrong in  the  1920s . 
That’s  s igni f icant .”

Marcus G ar ve y ’s  Pardon -  p age 10 >
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< Inauguration from p age -  1  >

< 25+ Places/NC Black Histor y,  from p age 1  >
vis it .
       Black Histor y  Month in  Feb-
ruar y  results  in  increased t raf f ic  to 
these  s ites ,  but  we hope you’ l l  keep 
these  landmarks  in  mind through-
out  the  year.  Such important  par ts  of 
America’s  s tor y  should not  be  l imit-
ed to  s imply  one month.
       Whether  you’re  a  new res ident , 
a  f requent  v is itor,  or  a  loca l ,  we’re 
leaving no detai l  behind.  If  you l ive 
in  North Carol ina  and are  wonder-
ing ,  “Are  there  any Afr ican American 
museums near  me? ”  we think this 
NC travel  guide  wi l l  help  you out!
       For  the  guide,  we’ve  a lphabet i-
ca l ly  arranged these  important  plac-
es  in  Black histor y  in  North Carol i-
na.

Afr ican American Her itage  Tour 
(New B ern)

Afr ican-American Museum of  Histo-
r y  & Culture  (Gastonia)

Airborne and Specia l  Operat ions 
Museum (Fayettevi l le)

Black Wal l  St  (Durham)

Bul l  City  L aughs  (Durham)

Charlotte  Hawkins  Brown Museum 

(Gibsonvi l le)

Chicamacomico Li fe-Saving Stat ion 
(Rodanthe)

Hal i fax  Underground R ai lroad Trai l 
(Hal i fax  C ounty)

Harr iet  Jacobs  Trai l  (Edenton)

Har vey B.  Gantt  C enter  for  Afr i-
can-American Arts  +  Culture  (Char-
lotte)

The Histor ic  Magnol ia  House 
(Greensboro)

Histor ic  Stag vi l le  (Durham)
Hood Huggers  Internat ional  Tours 
(Ashevi l le)

Internat ional  Civ i l  Rights  C enter  & 
Museum (Greensboro)

Montford Memoria l  ( Jacksonvi l le)

Nina Simone Plaza  (Tr yon)

North Carol ina  Museum of  Histor y 
(R ale igh)

Oliver  Nestus  Freeman Roundhouse 
Museum (Wilson)

Pope House  Museum (R ale igh)

Pr incevi l le  (Edgecombe C ounty)

St  Phi l l ips  Moravian Church (Win-
ston-Sa lem)

S omerset  Place  State  Histor ic  Site 
(Creswel l )

Underground R ai lroad Museum 
(Washington)

Young Men’s  Inst itute  (Ashevi l le)

       Gastonia’s  Afr ican-American 
Museum of  Histor y  & Culture  at 
Loray Mi l l  i s  one of  the  newer  places 
to  learn about  Black histor y  in  North 
Carol ina .  Open s ince  Februar y  2019, 
this  museum honors  Afr ican Amer-
icans  who have contr ibuted to  the 
Gaston C ounty  community.
       These  inf luent ia l  contr ibutors 
include business  leaders ,  ar t ists ,  and 
more change-makers  who’ve  made an 
impact  on Gaston C ounty.
       Afr ican-American Music  Trai l 
(Var ious)
a  mural  dedicated to  Black Histor y 
in  Goldsboro NC 

adorned in  a  beaut i fu l  cowrie  shel l 
neck lace  and matching earr ings .  Al-
though the  shel ls  typica l ly  symbol-
ize  currenc y and wealth  in  Afr ican 
culture,  Jackson’s  choice  to  wear  the 
neck lace  on Dr.  Mart in  Luther  King 
Jr ’s  hol iday and the  inaugurat ion of 
Trump suggests  there’s  something 
deeper  to  it  a l l .
       The histor y  of  the  cowrie  shel l 
dates  back centur ies .  According 
to  the  Nat ional  Museum of  Afr i-
can American Histor y  and Culture, 
the  earl iest  record of  cowrie  shel ls 
were  found in  14th centur y  Afr ica . 
During this  t ime,  histor ians  bel ieve 
they were  used as  a  form of  curren-
c y,  being t raded for  goods .
       When Afr icans  were  k idnapped 
by European s lave  catchers  s lowly 
t ransformed the  symbol ism of  the 

shel ls  f rom str ic t ly  about  wealth  and 
power  to  now a  form of  protect ion 
for  captured Afr icans  brought  to  the 
new world, 
       Histor ians  now bel ieve  cowrie 
shel ls  were  worn by enslaved Afr i-
cans  as  a  form of  protect ion against 
the  evi l  that  awaited them in the 
Americas ,  according to  the  Smith-
sonian.  They’re  of ten seen as  con-
duits  of  Afr ican ancestra l  wisdom 
and used in  div inat ion  pract ices  and 
spir itua l  ceremonies .
       The cowrie  shel l  a lso  has  deep 
t ies  to  womanhood.  According to 
The Met ,  the  shel l’s  “resemblance  to 
the  female  vulva  and a lternat ively  to 
a  squint ing eye  is  thought  to  under-
l ie  a  magica l  associat ion with fer t i l -
ity  and with protect ion f rom the  evi l 
eye,  respect ively.

       Given the  histor ic  and spir itu-
a l  symbol ism of  the  cowrie  shel l ,  i t 
would at  least  be  i ronic  that  Just ice 
Jackson chose  such an adorning jew-
elr y  choice  for  a  histor ic  day.  Trump, 
who has  previously  been found l iable 
for  sexual  assault  and has  a  docu-
mented histor y  of  discr iminat ion 
against  people  of  color,  namely  Black 
people,  was  sworn back into  of f ice 
on MLK Day,  a  coincidence that 
many f ind disturbing.
       Jackson has  not  conf irmed her 
intent ions  behind wear ing the  cow-
r ie  jewelr y,  but  for  any Black person 
watching Jackson s it  in  her  black 
robe on MLK Day,  you can speculate 
the  type of  statement  she  wanted to 
make.
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       In  today’s  episode of  White  Peo-
ple  Gett ing Upset  When They’re  Not 
The Default  Target  Audience,  Kend-
r ick  L amar’s  per formance dur ing the 
Super  B owl  LIX ha l f t ime show has 
caused a  lot  of  controversy  across 
socia l  media ,  but  whi le  most  Black 
people  appear  to  be  having a  re la-
t ively  mundane debate  about  how 
good the  13-minute  set  was  or  wasn’t 
— as  wel l  as  how deep the  messag-
ing was  or  wasn’t  — white  people, 
especia l ly  of  the  MAGA var iety,  are 
crashing out  with  what  appears  to  be 
their  col lec t ive  Caucasian quest ion:
       What  about  me?
       That’s  r ight  — white  people 
have  largely  (and predic tably)  re-
sponded to  K-Dot’s  per formance by 
center ing themselves  e ither  by  ques-
t ioning why white  people  weren’t 
included on stage  or  by  ba lk ing 
because  they weren’t  included cul-
tura l ly.

       Even relat ively  progress ive  (or 
l ibera l  at  least)  media  out lets  l ike 
The Inquis it r  have  authors  wr it ing 
diet  white  tearsy  nonsense  l ike  this :
       In  the  last  few years ,  a l l  the 
Super  B owl  per formances  have  been 
Black or  ar t ists  of  color,  though 
the  entourage  looked l ike  America 
with  dancers  f rom a l l  e thnicit ies . 
Kendrick L amar,  however,  pushed 
the  envelope a  l i t t le  too far  without 
any white  per former.  This  looked 
too much l ike  reverse  racism.  These 

detai ls  i rked the  internet  and people 
were  quick to  show their  annoyance 
on X.
       Ca l l ing out  Kendrick L amar and 
saying DEI would only  take  you so 
far,  people  a lso  ment ioned that  had 
the  tables  been turned and a  white 
per former had only  white  dancers , 
the  reta l iat ion and cr it ic ism would 
have  been immense.  They are  not 
wrong though.  This  looked l ike  a 
del iberate  attempt  to  pass  on some 
message  which no one was  taking.
       Rea l ly?  S o,  by  not  including a 
white  DEI hire  in  his  ha l f t ime show 
per formance,  Kendrick “pushed the 
envelope a  l i t t le  too far? ”
      Look,  I ’ve  wr itten about  this 
before :  “For  a l l  of  American histor y, 
white  people  have  been over whelm-
ingly  represented in  ever y  pi l lar  of 
our  popular  culture.  From T V to 
f i lm to  broadcast ing ,  le t’s  be  c lear 
on one thing:  No racia l  demographic 
has  ever  been more catered to  than 
white  people.  “
       It’s  only  within the  last  decade 
or  so  that  divers ity  has  been a  pr ior-
ity  in  enter tainment ,  and not  a  day 
of  that  progress  has  gone by without 
white  people  col lec t ively  k icking and 
screaming about  it .  And those  same 
white  people  were  f ine  watching pro-
gramming that  didn’t  feature  a  s in-
g le  non-white  face  for  generat ions . 
It  never  even seemed to  occur  to 
them that  they were  the  only  racia l 
group that  enjoyed v ir tua l ly  l imit less 
representat ion.  Once they see  them-
selves  excluded,  though,  they recog-
nize  the  dispar ity  r ight  away.
      Again,  the  issue  isn’t  only  that 
white  people  weren’t  featured on 
that  stage  — it’s  a lso  that  the  per for-
mance,  in  genera l ,  wasn’t  des igned 
with them in mind.

       NFL audiences  tend to  be  large-
ly  comprised of  white  footba l l  fans 
who are  less  l ikely  to  be  fami l iar 
with  L amar’s  music ,  so  a  lot  of  white 
folks ,  especia l ly  those  of  a  cer tain 
age,  didn’t  know the  songs .  But 
worse  than that ,  they  couldn’t  con-
nect  with  the  message,  and the  fac t 
that  some even quest ioned why there 
were  no white  per formers  shows 
that .  Af ter  a l l ,  why would they be 
included in  imager y  that  featured 
Black people  wear ing red,  white  and 
blue  forming the  American f lag , 
which many have  noted was  l ikely 
meant  to  symbol ize  America  be-
ing bui lt  on the  backs  and blood of 
Black people?

       Also,  come on,  y ’a l l ,  S erena 
Wil l iams C-walking on that  stage 
was  for  us ,  not  them.
       White  people  are  accustomed to 
being the  default  target  audience  for 
anything mainstream culture-relat-
ed,  and that  would cer tain ly  include 
anything that  would be  featured on 
a  Super  B owl  stage.  Things  in  the 
enter tainment  world  have  changed, 
and they’re  just  going to  keep cr ying 
about  it  in  hopes  that  the  pendulum 
swings  back their  way at  the  expense 
of  ever yone e lse .
      That’s  what  their  ant i-woke non-
sense  is  a l l  about ,  and they show it 
ever y  t ime.

Opinion:  Absurd White  Fol ks  Are  Cr y ing 
‘Re vers e  R acism’  O ver  Kendrick L amar ’s 
Sup er  B ow l  Halftime Show

     Z ack L inly,  Ne ws one
       Guest  C olumnist

5          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

Publisher’s View



6          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

The 
Greensboro Times 

Newspaper

Established 2002 
(C) Copywright 2024 
Contents of this issue
All rights are reserved

Earl Jones,
 Publisher

Adri Anne Jones, 
Editor

Contributing 
Writers:

Dr. Pat Bonner, PHD
Ida Davis

Willie Dixon
Rev. Dr. Gregory Headen

Richard Koritz
Nathaniel Marshall

Photographers:

George Curtis
Michael Simmons

Mailing Address:
21 Loney Circle

Greensboro, NC 27406

News & Advertising:
(336) 254-8725

Shout Out Line
(336) 660-8166

This is a free 
publication

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
BY

TIMES MEDIA

The Shout-Out LineThe Shout-Out Line

(336) 660-8166(336) 660-8166

Shout-OutShout-Out

Shout-OutShout-Out

Shout-OutShout-Out

Shout-OutShout-Out
Shout-OutShout-Out

G o o d morning,  this  p ast  we ekend hisp anic  groups in  Gre ensb oro a long w ith 
their  a l l ies  proteste d against  Tr ump’s  mass  dep or tation ef for t  of  undo cument-
e d immigrants  s e ek ing Americ an citiz enship.  There  were  hundre ds  of  protesters 
chanting,  c arr y ing protest  s igns,  blow ing c ar  horns,  wav ing f lags  and marching 
over  s e veral  blo cks  on G ate  City  B ou le vard.  The protest  c aus e d major  disr uption 
in  traff ic .  Sp eakers  sp oke of  Tr ump’s  l ies  and fa ls e  characterization of  them as  a 
pretext  to  justi f y  treating them dif ferently  than others  s e ek ing the  legal  pro cess 
to  c it iz enship.  Many sp oke to  the  fact  that  the y are  hard work ing law abbiding  
p e ople  w ho contribute  signif ic antly  to  the  Americ an e conomy.  The y express e d 
fr ustration w ith immigration agents  b eing dire cte d to  raid churches  and s cho ols 
w ithout  warrants  and in  v iolation of  the  law.  I  was  touche d by their  p assion and 
fear.  What  typ e of  monster  outlaw government  wou ld invade the  sanutuar y of 
our  churches  and s cho ols  of  minors  and smal l  chi ldren to  harrass ,  terroriz e  and 
intimidate.  Wel l ,  the  p ers on w ho is  a  bu l ly  and criminal  that  o ccupy the  White 
Hous e.  Its  a  sad day in  Americ an and unfor tunately,  most  Americ ans  want  real iz e 
it  unti l  the y  get  bit  in  the  ass . . . . . .

Hel lo,  Just  want  to  s end a  shout-out  to  your readers  on this ,  Black Histor y 
Month,  to  ask them to make an intentional  ef for t  to  supp or t  Black business es 
throug hout  our  community  and the  Triad Area.  When we supp or t  Black busines-
s ess  we are  supp or ting investments  in  the  future  of  our  communties  and the  long 
term success  of  our  community.  Thes e  business es  often face  systemic  b arriers 
and w hen we intentional ly  s e ek out  and supp or t  Black business es ,  we contribute 
to  dismantl ing thos e  b arriers  and dire ct ly  and indire ct ly  imp act  on our p ers onal 
ef fots  to  push b ack against  thos e  race  b as e d b arriers  and we help enrich the  cu l-
tural  and e conomic health and wel l-b eing of  our  communities .  I  suggest  that  each 
one of  us  make a  Black Histor y  Month res olution to  p atroniz e  Black businnesss 
and by doing s o  we help us  help ours elves .

G o o d afterno on,  Its  t ime for  a  wake up c al l  to  a l l  of  thos e  w ho have not  gone to 
their  do ctor,  c l inic  or  lo c al  pharmac y to  get  a  f lu  shot .  The f lu  is  l i teral ly  spread-
ing l i ke  w i ldf ire  in  Nor th C arolina and throug hout  the  countr y.  Emergenc y ro om 
v isits  are  f i l le d up in  Gre ensb oro and over  a  100 p e ople  have  die d throug hout  the 
State  s o  far.  The f lu  c as es  are  on the  r is e  more this  year  than last  year  b e c aus e 
of  the  lower  vaccination rates .  Its  not  to  late  to  get  the  f lu  shot .  We’re  only  mid- 
way throug h the  w inter.  The threat  is  real .  My brother  got  it ,  the  f lu,  during the 
we ek of  Ne w Year  and it  a lmost  to ok him out  of  here.  The f lu  shot  is  one way you 
c an prote ct  yours elf .  The f lu  is  b ad e ver y  year,  but  this  year  is  no joke.  Its  one of 
the  worst  yet !

G o o d afterno on.  Wel l  Tr ump said i f  e le cte d he  wou ld b e  a  dictator  on day one. 
This  is  one promis e  he  has  not  l ie d ab out  and a  promis e  kept .  Its  easy  to  under-
stand.  Its  in  his  ow n s elf  interest  ro ote d in  gre e d and f inancial  gain.  Without  any 
che cks  and b alances  from his  Republic an col leagues  control l ing the  U S  Hous e 
and S enate,  He and E lon Musk c an raid the  US treasur y.  L o ok out  S o cia l  S e curity. 
Thats  w here  the  big  mone y is .You go Tr ump.  You are  now f inal ly  the  C ommander 
-In Thief .
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Hel lo,  G-times.Ever yone says  love  hur ts ,  but  that  is  not  tr ue.  L oneliness  hur ts . 
Reje ction hur ts .  L osing s ome one hur ts .  Env y hur ts .  Ever yone gets  thes e  things 
confus e d w ith love,  but  in  real ity  love  is  the  only  thing in  this  world that  covers 
up a l l  p ain and makes  s ome one fe el  wonderfu l  again.  G o o d morning!

Hel lo,  and b est  blessings.Whate ver  is  troubling you at  any time in  your l i fe,  re-
memb er the  answer isn’t  found in smok ing,  drink ing or  over  eating but  in  JESUS. 
He’s  your sav ior  and comfor ter.  Pray and tr ust  in  Jesus  and he  w i l l  help  guide you 
and lead the  way.  Peace  and love  to  a l l ,  e ver yone stay  bless e d.
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Washington,  D C- To day,  C ongresswoman Alma S.  Adams,  PhD,  Demo cratic  C hair woman of  the  Bip ar tisan C on-
gressional  Historic al ly  Black C ol leges  and Universities  (HBCU) C aucus,  releas e d the  fol low ing statement  re c-
ognizing the  b eginning of  Black Histor y  Month: 

“For  over  400 years ,  Black Americ ans  have  made countless  contributions  to  our  nation’s  cu ltural  and s o cia l 
fabrics ,  e ven w hen we were  not  v ie we d as  e qual  under  the  law.  From Harriet  Tubman and Fre derick Doug las  to 
Mar tin Luther  King and Shirle y  C hisholm,  our  p e ople  have  foug ht  hard for  our  s eat  at  the  table  over  the  p ast 
four  centuries .  Unfor tunately,  this  Black Histor y  Month,  that  s eat  is  under  assau lt . 

“ The Tr ump-Vance Administration’s  grow ing attacks  on diversity  in  our  fe deral  government ,  the  rebuff  of 
diversity  ple dges  and programs by cor p orations  and institutions  of  hig her  e duc ation,  and the  uncer tainty  of 
fe deral  funding for  HBCUs and other  minority  s er v ing institutions  have  left  our  community  and s o  many oth-
ers  vu lnerable  to  b acksl iding on the  400 years  of  progress  that  we have  made. 

REP.  ADAMS’ 
STATEMENT 
REC O GNIZING 
BL ACK HISTORY 
MONTH

REPS.  ADAMS,  DAVIS,  FOUSHEE,  ROSS INTRODUCE RESOLU TION 
HONORING GREENSBORO FOUR
WASHINGTON, D.C.  –  Yesterday,  C ongresswoman Alma S.  Adams,  Ph.D.  (NC-12),  Dean of  the  Nor th C arolina 
Demo cratic  C ongressional  Delegation,  intro duce d a  res olution re cognizing the  Gre ensb oro Four for  their  con-
tributions  to  Americ an Histor y.  Fel low Nor th C arolina repres entatives  Deb orah Ross  (NC-02),  Don Dav is  (NC-
01)  and Valerie  Foushe e (NC-04)  joine d as  original  cosp ons ors  of  the  res olution. 

“For  six  months  thes e  four  students  sat  at  the  counter,  waiting to  b e  s er ve d,  and were  denie d s er v ice  b e c aus e 
of  the  color  of  their  sk in,”  said  C ongresswoman Adams (NC-12).  “ The determination of  the  Gre ensb oro Four, 
and B ennett  women w ho help e d them organiz e,  inspire d other  student  activ ists  around the  countr y,  creating a 
movement  that  p ave d the  way for  the  Civ i l  R ig hts  Act  of  1964.  I  am proud to  intro duce this  legislation to day 
honoring thes e  activ ists  and their  contributions  to  the  Civ i l  R ig hts  Movement .” 

“Esp e cia l ly  at  this  p eri lous  moment for  our  countr y  and for  our  demo crac y,  i t  i s  imp erative  that  we rememb er 
the  courage of  pre v ious  generations  of  Americ ans  w ho sto o d against  oppression and injustice,  often at  great 
p ers onal  cost ,”  said  C ongresswoman Deb orah Ross  (NC-02).  “ The Gre ensb oro Four were  inspiring trai lblaz-
ers  w hos e  courage and sacrif ice  shou ld ne ver  b e  forgotten.  The y help e d to  make Americ a  a  more fair,  just ,  and 
e qual  countr y.  This  month and e ver y  month,  we have  a  p owerfu l  resp onsibi l ity  to  hig hlig ht  their  contributions 
and teach our chi ldren ab out  their  f ig ht  for  justice  in  Nor th C arolina.  I ’m proud to  cosp ons or  this  res olution 
to  honor their  legac y.”

(L-R)  Civ i l  R ig hts  Mus eum B o ard Memb er Hurle y  Derricks on,  Mus eum C o-Founder,  Melv in “Sk ip” Alston, 
B o ard C o-C hair  De ena Hayes,  Mus eum C o-Founder  E arl  Jones,  One of  the  Gre ensb oro Four,  Jos eph McNei l 
(s eate d).  Civ i l  R ig hts  Mus eum pres ente d McNei l  an award at  the  Black & White  Bal l  on Febr uar y 1,  2025.

Page 8,  US Rep.  Alma Adams/  Black Histor y  Month

Photo by Tom L ips comb
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Tr ump’s  Broken Promis es  Pi le  Up as  Day-
One Ple dges  Falter

       Donald Trump’s  return to  the 
pres idenc y has  a lready been marked 
by a  long l is t  of  broken promises , 
many of  which were  e ither  unfeas i-
ble  or  outr ight  i l lega l .  From his  cam-
paign trai l  to  his  f i rst  days  back in 
the  White  House,  Trump has  st rug-
g led to  del iver  on his  ambit ious—
and of ten controvers ia l—pledges .
       On his  f i rst  day in  of f ice , 
Trump vowed to  lower  grocer y  pr ic-
es ,  promising they would “come 
down dramat ica l ly  and fast .”  Yet ,  in 
a  subsequent  inter view with Time 
Magazine,  he  admitted the  chal lenge 
was  far  greater  than he  ant ic ipated. 
“It’s  ver y  hard,”  Trump conceded, 
acknowledging that  lower ing pr ices 
would take  t ime.  His  administra-
t ion’s  e f for ts ,  however,  have  not  led 
to  any s igni f icant  re l ie f .  Internal 
sources  revea led that  Trump direct-
ed depar tment  heads  to  brainstorm 
solut ions ,  but  they repor tedly  fai led 
to  produce v iable  ideas .
       Meanwhi le ,  Trump has  ac t ively 
worked to  raise  prescr ipt ion drug 
pr ices .  He reversed a  Biden-era  pol-
ic y  that  capped and reduced drug 

costs ,  drawing cr it ic ism for  pr ior i-
t iz ing pharmaceut ica l  companies  and 
bi l l ionaires  over  American fami l ies .
      Other  Day One promises  includ-
ed ending the  war  in  Ukraine—a 
conf l ic t  that  remains  unresolved—
and over turning Biden’s  so-ca l led 
“elec tr ic  vehicle  mandate,”  which 
never  existed.  Analysts  have  ca l led 
this  a  blatant  case  of  postur ing ,  as 
Trump repeatedly  attacks  init iat ives 
that  are  e ither  fabr icated or  exagger-
ated.
       Trump a lso  pledged to  overr ide 
the  C onst itut ion to  end bir thr ight 
c it izenship.  Lega l  exper ts  and con-
st itut ional  scholars  have  widely  dis-
missed this  as  beyond the  pres ident’s 
author ity.  Simi lar ly,  his  execut ive 
order  attempting to  ban transgender 
indiv iduals  f rom federa l  protect ions 
was  deemed lega l ly  unenforceable .
      Trump’s  promises  extended into 
mi l itar y  matters ,  where  he  claimed 
he  would ban cr it ica l  race  theor y 
(CRT) f rom being taught .  However, 
CRT is  not  a  component  of  mi l itar y 
t raining,  render ing this  another 
hol low declarat ion.  His  vow to  solve 

America’s  opioid cr is is  on Day One 
a lso  went  unful f i l led  whi le  the  na-
t ion cont inues  to  grapple  with  re-
cord-high overdose  rates .
       The pres ident  a lso  promised to 
impose  a  25% tar i f f  on Canada and 
Mexico,  two of  the  United States’ 
largest  t rading par tners .  Whi le 
this  measure,  much l ike  his  B order 
Wal l  declarat ion f rom 2016,  hasn’t 
been enacted yet ,  Trump has  s ig-
naled plans  to  move for ward with it 
by  Februar y  1 ,  a  move cr it ics  warn 
could destabi l ize  key  economic rela-
t ionships .
             Among other  broken Day 
One promises ,  Trump pledged to  ban 
sanctuar y  c it ies  by  sending a  bi l l 
to  C ongress—a bi l l  that  was  never 
draf ted.  He a lso  promised to  “ban 
the  Green New Deal ,”  even though 
the  U.S .  never  adopted the  progres-
s ive  c l imate  pol ic y  in  the  f i rst  place. 
His  c laims of  restor ing energ y inde-
pendence a lso  fe l l  f lat ,  as  U.S .  ener-
g y product ion had a lready reached 
histor ic  highs  under  the  Biden ad-
ministrat ion.
       Whi le  Trump fai led to  del iv-

by Stac y  M.  Brow n

US Rep.  Alma Adams Statement  On Black Histor y 
Month,  from p age -  7 
“We help make this  countr y  great  e ver y  day of  e ver y  month of  e ver y  year.  Black Histor y  is  Americ an Histor y, 
but  this  Black Histor y  Month we c annot  simply  celebrate  our  histor y.  We must  a ls o  stand up and f ig ht  to  pre-
s er ve  Black Histor y,  four  hard-won centuries  of  progress ,  and our s eat  at  the  table  for  future  generations  of 
Black Americ ans.”
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(Ist  Photo L-R)  Mus eum C o-Founder  E arl  Jones,  CBS Ne ws tele v ision host  Nate  Burles on,  Mus eum B o ardmem-
b er  Hurle y  Derricks on and Mus eum Managing Dire ctor,  John Swaine) .  (2nd Photo,  one of  the  Gre ensb oro 4, 
Jos eph McNei l) .  On Febbr uar y 1,  CBS ne ws inter veiwe d Jos eph McNei l  at  the  historic  Wo olwor th Lunch C ount-
er  hig hlig hting his  role  in  histor y  and the  signif ic ance  of  the  International  Civ i l  R ig hts  C enter  and Mus eum.

On Febr uar y 1,  2025,  the  Burl ington -Graham C hapter  of  Jack and Ji l l  of  Americ a  ,  Inc .  v isite d the  Interna-
tional  Civ i l  R ig hts  C enter  and Mus eum and Gre ensb oro’s  historic  Magnolia  Hous e.  (Top photo,  Civ i l  R ig hts 
Mus eum).  (B ottom photo,  Magnolia  Hous e) .
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
GoBORO Transit Plan 

  
The Greensboro Metropolitan Planning Organization invites you to 
review and comment on the draft GoBORO Long Range Transit Plan 
document. GoBORO is a strategic initiative designed to enhance public 
transportation in the Greensboro area and help Greensboro work 
towards a car-optional future. 

The final draft plan is now available for public review and comment. 
We encourage you to complete the survey to provide your input. At 
their March 12, 2025, the MPO Transportation Advisory Committee 
will consider approving the plan and recommending it for adoption by 
the Greensboro City Council. Public comments on the plan are due by 
11:59 PM, Sunday March 9, 2025. 
  
For more information, or to submit comments visit www.guampo.org                            
E-mail guampo@greensboro-nc.gov or call (336) 373-2903. Anyone in 
need of auxiliary aids or interpretive services to review the material may 
call (336) 373-2903. 

 
 

 

Topics Covered:
• City Council news
• City project updates
• Arts and entertainment 
• Job postings
• Road closures 
• And more! 

       Ca l ls  for  Gar vey’s  pardon have 
pers isted for  decades ,  with  histor i-
ans ,  lawmakers ,  and act iv ists  c it ing 
his  t ransformat ive  impact  on Black 
pr ide  and economic sel f -determina-
t ion.
       L ast  month,  a  group f rom the 
C ongress ional  Black Caucus ,  led  by 
Rep.  Yvette  Clarke  (D-N.Y.) ,  sent  a 
le tter  urg ing Biden to  pardon Gar-
vey.
       Gar vey’s  91-year-old  son,  Dr. 
Ju l ius  Gar vey,  has  a lso  publ ic ly 
urged Biden to  grant  the  pardon, 
which he  and others  have  sought 
s ince  1987.
       Advocates  have  said  a  pardon 
would correct  a  centur y-old injus-
t ice .
       “His  name needs  to  be  c leared,” 
Dr.  Gar vey,  a  ret ired cardiothorac-
ic  and vascular  surgeon,  told  Axios 
earl ier  this  month.
       Gar vey’s  exonerat ion symbol izes 
a  broader  recognit ion of  how sys-
temic  forces  have  histor ica l ly  been 
used to  suppress  Black leaders  and 
movements .  His  stor y  highl ights  the 

res i l ience  of  margina l ized communi-
t ies  in  the  face  of  st ructura l  oppres-
s ion.

       The bottom l ine :  Pierce  said 
this  moment  is  a  v indicat ion not 
only  for  the  Gar vey fami ly  but  a lso 
for  those  who bel ieve  in  just ice  and 

the  importance  of  revis it ing histor i-
ca l  wrongs .

       “It’s  no coincidence that  this 
comes as  we prepare  to  celebrate 
Dr.  Mart in  Luther  King Jr.’s  bir th-
day,”  Pierce  noted.  “Dr.  King once 
descr ibed Gar vey as  ‘the  f i rst  man 
of  color  in  the  histor y  of  the  Unit-
ed States  to  lead and develop a  mass 
movement .’  This  is  more  than a  lega l 
v ic tor y—it  recognizes  Gar vey’s  mon-
umenta l  contr ibut ion to  c iv i l  r ights .”

< Marcus  G ar ve y ’s  Pardon from p age 4  >

       Put  Your Business  In The Stre ets ,  L o oK Out For  Your B ottom L ine,  Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times       Put  Your Business  In The Stre ets ,  L o oK Out For  Your B ottom L ine,  Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times

                                                                             (336)  254-8725                                                                             (336)  254-8725
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Legal Beat
Rep.  Hake em Jeffries  says  DEI is  actual ly 
ro ote d in  the  C onstitution

       Though Pres ident  Donald 
Trump’s  sweeping execut ive  orders 
e l iminat ing divers ity,  equity  and in-
clusion,  or  DEI,  has  seemingly  gut-
ted racia l  equity  for  the  foreseeable 
future  throughout  the  federa l  gov-
ernment  (with a  snowbal l  e f fec t  in 
the  pr ivate  sec tor) ,  Democrats  con-
t inue to  push back.
       Par ty  members  have  vowed to 
keep f ight ing for  cr it ica l  programs 
that  Black and brown communit ies 
re ly  on and,  more  important ly,  to 
ca l l  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
that  st i l l  prohibits  discr iminat ion.
       “No pres ident  in  the  United 
States  of  America  can change the 
const itut ion or  change law — l ike 
the  1964 Civi l  Rights  Act  … through 
execut ive  ac t ion or  execut ive  order,” 
said  House  of  Representat ives  Mi-
nor ity  Leader  Rep.  Hakeem Jef f r ies , 
D-N.Y. ,  said  on Thursday dur ing his 
week ly  press  conference.  He vowed 
that  Democrats  would take  the  at-
tacks  on DEI “head-on” a long with 
c iv i l  r ights  groups .
      Je f f r ies ,  the  f i rst  Black Ameri-
can to  ser ve  as  leader  of  any nat ional 
par ty  in  C ongress ,  said  he  expects 
there  to  be  “an ava lanche of  r igh-
teous  l i t igat ion” to  combat  Trump’s 
ant i-DEI pol ic ies  and some of  his 
other  execut ive  orders .  He a lso  ex-
plained how America  and its  const i-
tut ion are  founded on the  idea ls  of 
divers ity,  equity,  and inclusion.
      “ The motto  of  the  United States 

of  America  is  E  plur ibus  unum: Out 
of  many,  one.  That’s  divers ity,”  said 
Jef f r ies .
       Je f f r ies  cont inued,  “ The 14th 
Amendment  to  the  United States 
C onst itut ion,  one of  the  most  im-
portant  amendments  in  our  countr y, 
provides  equal  protect ion under  the 
law.  That’s  equity.”  He added,  “In 
this  countr y,  we pledge a l leg iance 
to  the  f lag  of  the  United States  of 
America  … and in  that  pledge,  we 
promise  one nat ion under  God,  in-
div is ible  with  l iber ty  and just ice  for 
Al l  … that’s  inclusion.”
       The minor ity  leader  said  diver-
s ity,  equity,  and inclusion are  “Amer-
ican va lues ,”  adding,  “It’s  about  eco-
nomic opportunity.  It’s  about  mer it 
for  ever yone,  based on what  you 
know,  not  who you know.”
       On day one of  his  administra-
t ion,  Pres ident  Trump s igned an ex-
ecut ive  order  revers ing Pres ident  Joe 
Biden’s  order  to  advance racia l  equi-
ty  throughout  ever y  federa l  agenc y 
through act ions  l ike  data  col lec t ion 
and implementat ion of  programs to 
address  racia l  dispar it ies  in  employ-
ment ,  hea lth ,  housing,  and more. 
Trump later  s igned another  order 
rescinding enforcement  of  ant i-dis-
cr iminat ion laws under  the  Civi l 
Rights  Act  of  1964.
      “He doesn’t  think that  the  best 
and the  br ightest  include a  large 
swath of  people  who don’t  look l ike 
him,  who don’t  come f rom where 

he  comes f rom,  who don’t  go to  the 
same schools ,  who don’t  go to  the 
same socia l  c lubs  that  he  goes  to,” 
Democrat ic  st rateg ist  Joel  Payne told 
theGrio.
He cont inued,  “If  you’re  opposed 
to  the  things  that  they are  c laiming 
that  they ’re  opposed to,  what  you’re 
essent ia l ly  saying is  the  idea  that 
folks  who come f rom non-tradit ional 
backgrounds can’t  poss ibly  be  qual i-
f ied to  do the  things  that  people  who 
come f rom tradit ional  backgrounds 
are  qual i f ied to  do.”
       Payne said  he  doesn’t  bel ieve  a 
major ity  of  voters  e lec ted Trump to 
declare  war  on DEI but  instead for 
“common sense  and cheaper  eggs .” 
He said  it’s  imperat ive  that  Demo-
crats  take  back control  of  the  narra-
t ive  and “put  that  message  in  f ront 
of  voters”  in  the  next  e lec t ion c ycles . 
That  begins  this  year,  when there 
wi l l  be  crucia l  governor  races  in  Vir-
g inia  and New Jersey.  The outcome 
of  those  e lec t ions  could s ignal  where 
the  publ ic  stands  with e ither  Repub-
l icans  or  Democrats .
       Payne said,  “What  we’re  seeing 
f rom Donald Trump … he is  not  ac-
tua l ly  del iver ing on what  he  was  sent 
to  Washington to  do.”  He cont inued, 
“People  wanted him to  address  an 
issue  l ike  immigrat ion.  They did not 
want  him to  turn communit ies ,  and 
neighborhoods and people  against 
each other.  Yes ,  people  wanted him 
to  do something about  the  economy. 

by gerren Keith G ay nor
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<Tr ump’s 

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

Vannoy-McFarland,  a  Joint  Venture  inv ites  you to  pre qualif y  for  the  up coming Gui lford C ounty S cho ols : 
Sumner E lementar y  S cho ol  Replacement  proje ct .  This  proje ct  consists  of  constr ucting a  ne w replacement 
s cho ol  of  approximately  112,000 s quare  fe et  on the  existing Sumner E lementar y  S cho ol  c ampus.  The exist-
ing s cho ol  bui ldings  w i l l  b e  demolishe d in  phas es  as  p ar t  of  this  proje ct .  Temp orar y ro ads  and p ark ing areas 
w i l l  b e  prov ide d to  me et  the  interim ne e ds  of  the  existing s cho ol  w hi le  the  ne w bui lding is  constr ucte d.

Pleas e  re quest  a  pre qualif ic ation form v ia  emai l  from WSPre con@jr vannoy.com, or  in  p ers on at  700 Hig h-
land Oaks  Dr.  Winston-Salem NC 27103.  C omplete d pre qualif ic ation forms are  due no later  than Monday 
03/10/2025.

PREQUALIFYING FOR BID PACKAGES (BP#)  –  BUD GET ESTIMATE (BE)

BP# 0220 TEMPOR ARY ROADS AND PARKING – BE $750,000

BP# 0241 ABATEMENT AND DEMOLITION – BE $450,000

Note:  Bid Pack ages  may b e  adde d and/or  delete d at  the  dis cretion of  the  C onstr uction Manager.
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       Tuesday,  Januar y  28,  2925 
marked the  39th anniversar y  of  the 
i l l - fated Space  Shutt le  Chal lenger 
explosion,  in  which a l l  seven space 
t ravelers  on the  NASA spacecraf t 
died shor t ly  af ter  l i f tof f  f rom Cape 
Canavera l  in  Flor ida  on Jan.  28 , 
1986.
       The miss ion included Ron Mc-
Nair,  a  pioneer ing Black sc ient ist 
who overcame the  racism of  the 
Jim Crow S outh to  become the  f i rst 
HB CU graduate  to  be  an astronaut 
and the  second Afr ican American 
person in  space.
       The unusual ly  cold  weather  on 
that  morning was  blamed for  the 
explosion.  The lower  than normal 
temperatures  caused the  fai lure  of 
two rubber  O-r ings  that  sea led the 
joints  between the  sec t ions  of  the 
rocket  booster.

       The crew member  who received 
a  disproport ionate  amount  of  at-
tent ion was  Christa  McAuli f fe ,  a 
37-year-old  New Hampshire  teacher. 
She  got  a  seat  on the  shutt le  through 
NASA’s  Teacher  In  Space  program.
       McNair’s  achievements  weren’t 
easy  consider ing the  fac t  that  he 
grew up in  an era  when a l l  the  odds 
against  Black excel lence  were  even 
higher  than they are  today.
       The S outh Carol ina  nat ive  was 
born in  L ake City,  about  80  mi les 
east  of  C olumbia ,  to  an auto me-
chanic  father  and a  mother  who was 
a  school  teacher.
       The chi ld  prodig y star ted read-
ing at  age  3  and entered the  second 
grade two years  later.  As  a  young-
ster,  he  refused to  a l low Jim Crow 
restr ic t ions  to  l imit  his  thirst  for 
knowledge.  His  older  brother,  Carl 
McNair,  reca l led an incident  in 
which 9-year-old  Ronald def ied the 
ban on Afr ican Americans  borrowing 
books  f rom the  loca l  publ ic  l ibrar y.
       Carl  McNair  told  NPR News in 
2011 that  his  younger  brother  went 
to  the  l ibrar y  because  he  wanted to 
study sc ience  but  couldn’t  f ind ad-
vanced books  f rom sources  avai lable 
to  Afr ican Americans .
       “When he was  9  years  old,  Ron, 
without  my parents  or  mysel f  know-
ing his  whereabouts ,  decided to  take 
a  mi le  walk  f rom our  home down 
to  the  l ibrar y,”  Carl  said.  “S o,  as  he 
was  walking in  there,  a l l  these  folks 
were  star ing at  him — because  they 
were  white  folk  only  — and they 
were  looking at  him and saying ,  you 
know,  ‘Who is  this  Negro? ’”
       When he  refused to  leave,  the 

l ibrar ian ca l led the  pol ice  and their 
mother,  the  e lder  brother  said.  Ult i -
mately,  he  was  a l lowed to  borrow the 
books .
       McNair  attended and graduated 
f rom North Carol ina  A&T Univer-
s ity  because  white  col leges  in  S outh 
Carol ina  at  that  t ime wouldn’t  accept 
Black students  who wanted to  study 
physics  or  engineer ing .  Af ter  grad-
uat ing f rom the  histor ica l ly  Black 
col lege,  he  went  on to  the  e l ite  Mas-
sachusetts  Inst itute  of  Technolog y 
and graduated in  1976.

       In  1978,  NASA selec ted Mc-
Nair  as  one of  i t s  35  new astronauts 
f rom 8,000 appl icants .  There  were 
two other  Afr ican Americans  in  that 
group:  Freder ick  Gregor y and Guion 
Bluford,  the  latter  of  whom in 1983 
became the  f i rst  Black person to 
t ravel  in  space.

How Ronald McNair  O verc ame R acism To B e come 
A Sp ace  Shutt le  C hal lenger  Astronaut
McNair  refus e d to  a l low the  Jim Crow S outh to  l imit  his  ambitions. E ditor  Ne ws one

Nor th C arolina A&T University  S cho ol 
of  Engine ering name d in honor of  Ron 
McNair
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Vanessa Ruffin
Principal | Bladen CountyMUST BE 18 TO PLAY. Problem Gambling Helpline: 877-718-5543.

Vanessa’s story 
earned $2,000. 
Yours could too.

“Our new school has improved morale for both 
students and teachers, creating a safe and 
welcoming learning environment.” – Vanessa Ruffi n, 
Principal at Tar Hill School.

Funds from the North Carolina Education Lottery 
help build new schools and improve existing ones, 
providing students with the modern spaces and 
resources they need to thrive. 

Let us know how you, your student, or school 
has benefi ted for a chance to earn $2,000 at 
MovingNCStudentsForward.com
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Sacre d S ou l
The p oignant  voices  of  gosp el  music  s e em to r is e  from the s oi l 
of  eastern Nor th C arolina.  The genre’s  l ineage is  as  ro ote d to 
the  land as  the  crops  grow ing in  its  f ields .

       One by one,  the  f ive  young 
women of  Faith  & Harmony f i le  to 
the  f ront  of  the  room,  a l l  sweet-
ness  and l ight  in  matching hot  pink 
dresses ,  their  hair  done up in  braids 
or  bleached white  as  f leece.  Within 
minutes ,  they ’re  ca l l ing out  to  God.
       “Praise  Him!”  s inger  Christy 
Moody shouts ,  and the  four  oth-
ers  respond in  k ind.  Drums clat-
ter,  a  bass  l ine  bounces ,  and a  pia-
nist  pounds away on his  keyboard. 
Moody ratchets  up the  intensity. 
She’s  jumping now,  the  others  fol-
lowing her  moves  in  a  sor t  of  cho-
reographed chaos .  “Praise  the  Lord!” 
Moody ca l ls  out ,  and again,  the  oth-
ers  respond:  “Praise  Him!”
       Toward the  end of  the  song,  the 
f luorescent  space  ins ide  American 
Legion Post  No.  39  on the  southern 
edge of  Greenvi l le  i s  an ocean of 
outstretched arms roi l ing l ike  waves 
in  a  turbulent  storm.  Handheld fans 
and elaborate  Sunday hats  f lutter 
l ike  gul ls  fol lowing a  t rawler.  Tears 
smear  mascara  on faces  l ined by age 
and hardship.
       Faith  & Harmony is  here  today 
to  celebrate  the  56th anniversar y  of 
The Spir itua laires ,  a  legendar y Pitt 
C ounty    gospel  group.  One of  it s 
founding members ,  the  late  Johnny 
R ay Daniels ,  was  marr ied to  Dorothy 
Vines  of  neighbor ing Greene C oun-
ty.  She  led another  acclaimed group, 

The Glor i f y ing Vines  Sisters ,  who 
came out  of  the  Union Grove Free 
Wil l  Bapt ist  Church of  Farmvi l le  in 
the  late  ’50s .
       In  eastern North Carol ina ,  the 
Daniels  and Vines  fami l ies  are  gos-
pel  roya lty.  Among the  10 ensembles 
per forming today,  you’d be  hard-
pressed to  f ind anyone who’s  not 
re lated to  a  fe l low music ian.  Faith  & 
Harmony — granddaughters  of  Dor-
othy and Johnny R ay — are  just  the 
latest  in  a  r ich bloodl ine  of  voca l 
groups  whose  mix of  countr y,  soul , 
and rhythm and blues  taps  into  a 
spir itua l  t radit ion stretching back to 
the  f ie ld  hol lers  that  their  enslaved 
ancestors  brought  over  f rom Afr ica .
       Plopped in  a  folding chair, 
watching s inger  af ter  s inger  pour 
their  hear ts  and souls  into  music 
that’s  inextr icably  connected to  the 
eastern North Carol ina  soi l ,  my 
mind dr i f ts  back 45 years :  I ’m in  my 
f reshman year  at  East  Carol ina  Uni-
vers ity,  dr iv ing out  of  Greenvi l le  on 
NC Highway 903 in  Pitt  C ounty  and 
headed into  the  agr icultura l  sprawl 
of  Greene C ounty.  By my s ide  is  my 
col lege  sweethear t ,  Sharon,  who was 
raised amid this  expansive  farmland, 
spent  summers  pul l ing tobacco for 
extra  cash.
        She  rol ls  down the  window. 
“S ee  that  l i t t le  church? ”  she  says , 
point ing to  a  t iny  white  c lapboard 

bui lding way out  in  the  middle  of 
a  f ie ld.  Faint  shouts  of  sacred soul 
music  dr i f t  into  the  car.  “ They’ l l 
s t i l l  be  s inging when we come back 
by later  this  evening.”
       It’s  my f irst  t ime hear ing Af-
r ican American gospel  music  in  its 
e lement .  Oh,  I ’d  seen black-and-
white  T V footage  of  Mahal ia  Jack-
son belt ing out  “How I  Got  O ver”  at 
’60s  c iv i l  r ights  events .  But  hear ing 
this  music  amid f ie lds  of  tobacco 
leaves  swaying in  the  wind,  I  feel 
i t :  the  scratchy guitars  and pound-
ing drums,  the  deeply  moving or-
gan swel ls ,  the  heavenly  harmonies . 
These  are  ancient ,  pr imal  sounds, 
the  bedrock of  ever y  other  k ind of 
music  that  I ’ve  ever  loved.
       Back ins ide  the  American Le-
g ion bui lding ,  scents  of  f r ied chick-
en waf t  f rom a  k itchen area ,  pul l ing 
me into  the  present  again.  Next  to  a 
br ick  f i replace  displaying photos  of 
loca l  mi l itar y  heroes ,  women dish 
out  Sunday dinner  in  between per-
formances  by  other  groups ,  includ-
ing Dedicated Men of  Z ion,  f ronted 
by Johnny R ay Daniels’s  son,  Antho-
ny — father  and uncle  to  the  mem-
bers  of  Faith  & Harmony.  And when 
I  step out  into  the  darkness  f ive 
hours  later,  the  extended Daniels 
and Vines  fami l ies  are  st i l l  s inging.

by Mark Kemp,  Our State  Magazine
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Sacre d S ou l
The p oignant  voices  of  gosp el  music  s e em to r is e  from the s oi l 
of  eastern Nor th C arolina.  The genre’s  l ineage is  as  ro ote d to 
the  land as  the  crops  grow ing in  its  f ields .

       One by one,  the  f ive  young 
women of  Faith  & Harmony f i le  to 
the  f ront  of  the  room,  a l l  sweet-
ness  and l ight  in  matching hot  pink 
dresses ,  their  hair  done up in  braids 
or  bleached white  as  f leece.  Within 
minutes ,  they ’re  ca l l ing out  to  God.
       “Praise  Him!”  s inger  Christy 
Moody shouts ,  and the  four  oth-
ers  respond in  k ind.  Drums clat-
ter,  a  bass  l ine  bounces ,  and a  pia-
nist  pounds away on his  keyboard. 
Moody ratchets  up the  intensity. 
She’s  jumping now,  the  others  fol-
lowing her  moves  in  a  sor t  of  cho-
reographed chaos .  “Praise  the  Lord!” 
Moody ca l ls  out ,  and again,  the  oth-
ers  respond:  “Praise  Him!”
       Toward the  end of  the  song,  the 
f luorescent  space  ins ide  American 
Legion Post  No.  39  on the  southern 
edge of  Greenvi l le  i s  an ocean of 
outstretched arms roi l ing l ike  waves 
in  a  turbulent  storm.  Handheld fans 
and elaborate  Sunday hats  f lutter 
l ike  gul ls  fol lowing a  t rawler.  Tears 
smear  mascara  on faces  l ined by age 
and hardship.
       Faith  & Harmony is  here  today 
to  celebrate  the  56th anniversar y  of 
The Spir itua laires ,  a  legendar y Pitt 
C ounty    gospel  group.  One of  it s 
founding members ,  the  late  Johnny 
R ay Daniels ,  was  marr ied to  Dorothy 
Vines  of  neighbor ing Greene C oun-
ty.  She  led another  acclaimed group, 

The Glor i f y ing Vines  Sisters ,  who 
came out  of  the  Union Grove Free 
Wil l  Bapt ist  Church of  Farmvi l le  in 
the  late  ’50s .
       In  eastern North Carol ina ,  the 
Daniels  and Vines  fami l ies  are  gos-
pel  roya lty.  Among the  10 ensembles 
per forming today,  you’d be  hard-
pressed to  f ind anyone who’s  not 
re lated to  a  fe l low music ian.  Faith  & 
Harmony — granddaughters  of  Dor-
othy and Johnny R ay — are  just  the 
latest  in  a  r ich bloodl ine  of  voca l 
groups  whose  mix of  countr y,  soul , 
and rhythm and blues  taps  into  a 
spir itua l  t radit ion stretching back to 
the  f ie ld  hol lers  that  their  enslaved 
ancestors  brought  over  f rom Afr ica .
       Plopped in  a  folding chair, 
watching s inger  af ter  s inger  pour 
their  hear ts  and souls  into  music 
that’s  inextr icably  connected to  the 
eastern North Carol ina  soi l ,  my 
mind dr i f ts  back 45 years :  I ’m in  my 
f reshman year  at  East  Carol ina  Uni-
vers ity,  dr iv ing out  of  Greenvi l le  on 
NC Highway 903 in  Pitt  C ounty  and 
headed into  the  agr icultura l  sprawl 
of  Greene C ounty.  By my s ide  is  my 
col lege  sweethear t ,  Sharon,  who was 
raised amid this  expansive  farmland, 
spent  summers  pul l ing tobacco for 
extra  cash.
        She  rol ls  down the  window. 
“S ee  that  l i t t le  church? ”  she  says , 
point ing to  a  t iny  white  c lapboard 

bui lding way out  in  the  middle  of 
a  f ie ld.  Faint  shouts  of  sacred soul 
music  dr i f t  into  the  car.  “ They’ l l 
s t i l l  be  s inging when we come back 
by later  this  evening.”
       It’s  my f irst  t ime hear ing Af-
r ican American gospel  music  in  its 
e lement .  Oh,  I ’d  seen black-and-
white  T V footage  of  Mahal ia  Jack-
son belt ing out  “How I  Got  O ver”  at 
’60s  c iv i l  r ights  events .  But  hear ing 
this  music  amid f ie lds  of  tobacco 
leaves  swaying in  the  wind,  I  feel 
i t :  the  scratchy guitars  and pound-
ing drums,  the  deeply  moving or-
gan swel ls ,  the  heavenly  harmonies . 
These  are  ancient ,  pr imal  sounds, 
the  bedrock of  ever y  other  k ind of 
music  that  I ’ve  ever  loved.
       Back ins ide  the  American Le-
g ion bui lding ,  scents  of  f r ied chick-
en waf t  f rom a  k itchen area ,  pul l ing 
me into  the  present  again.  Next  to  a 
br ick  f i replace  displaying photos  of 
loca l  mi l itar y  heroes ,  women dish 
out  Sunday dinner  in  between per-
formances  by  other  groups ,  includ-
ing Dedicated Men of  Z ion,  f ronted 
by Johnny R ay Daniels’s  son,  Antho-
ny — father  and uncle  to  the  mem-
bers  of  Faith  & Harmony.  And when 
I  step out  into  the  darkness  f ive 
hours  later,  the  extended Daniels 
and Vines  fami l ies  are  st i l l  s inging.

by Mark Kemp,  Our State  Magazine
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