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NAACP National Convention in Charlotte, 
North Carolina 2025 July 12-16th, Aiming 
to Empower Community Amidst Adversity

p age 3,  Ms.  S enior  Gui lford>

Black L ives  Matter  C ondemns ICE 
R aids,  Defends L atinx C ommunity

S ondra Wrig ht 
Crow ne d Ms.S enior 
Gui lford C ounty

        On June 7 ,  2025,  an en-
thusiast ic  audience  of  f r iends , 
fami ly,  and supporters  erupt-
ed into  applause  as  longt ime
 Gui l ford C ounty  res ident 
S ondra Wright  was  crowned
 the  new Ms.  S enior  Gui l ford 
C ounty.  The event  marked the 
9th annual  celebrat ion of  the 
pageant ,  which honors  wom-
en aged 60 and above who 
exempli f y  the  dignity,  inner 
beauty,  and grace  of  S enior 
America .
      Wright  earned the  crown 
af ter  impress ing judges  and 
attendees  with  her

       (Black PR Wire) 
CHARLOT TE – The 
NAACP Pres ident  and 
CEO Derr ick  Johnson was 
joined by loca l  and na-
t ional  NAACP leaders , 
Mayor  Vi  Ly les ,  and other 
key  Charlotte  stakehold-
ers  for  a  press  conference 
to  preview the  upcoming 

116th Nat ional  C onvent ion 
in  Charlotte .  The conven-
t ion wi l l  take  place  f rom 
July  12,  2025,  to  Ju ly  16 , 
2025,  and wi l l  focus  on 
the  Associat ion’s  theme 
“ The Fierce  Urgenc y of 
Now,”  which highl ights 
the  NAACP’s  commitment 
to  upl i f t ing the  Black 

community ’s  col lec t ive 
st rength to  cont inue the 
f ight  for  c iv i l  r ights  and 
socia l  just ice  despite  wide-
spread advers ity. 
       NAACP Pres ident 
and CEO Derr ick  Johnson 
shared the  fol lowing state-
ment ,  emphasiz ing the 
importance  of  the  Nat ional 

Derrick Johns on,  NAACP President/CEO

  
       Black L ives  Matter 
Grassroots  has  re leased a 
st rong statement  opposing 
the  recent  ICE enforcement 
operat ions ,  ca l l ing the  raids 

a  “racist  terror  campaign” 
that  targets  and traumat iz-
es  immigrant  communit ies 
under  the  fa lse  pretense  of 
publ ic
safety.

       From their  website , 
BLM issued the  fol lowing 
statement :  “B eloved Fami-
ly… Donald
Trump has  declared war 
on the  people.  In  the  few 

by Mi lo  Nei l

by  BlackPR .com
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Page 7  -Black L ives  Matter/L atinx 

NAACP C onvention,  p age 3  >
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Re verend Wi l l iam Barb er  III 
R ips  C ongress  On Budget  Bi l l 
“Polic y  Murder ”  At  D C Moral 
Monday Protest

       Washington D C—Wil l iam Bar-
ber  III  led  scores  of  c lerg y  in  a  Mor-
a l  Monday act ion with a  walk  to  the 
Supreme C ourt  in  opposit ion to  the 
spending bi l l  present ly  being con-
s idered in  the  S enate.  He warned 
C ongress  that  they would be  inextr i-
cably  t ied to  “pol ic y  murder”  i f  they 
passed their  “moral ly  corrupt”  bud-
get  bi l l  poised to  be  voted on within 
days ,  i f  not  hours .
       The tower ing c iv i l  r ights  leader 
was  dressed in  je t  black,  ref lec t ing 
the  solemnity  of  the  moment ,  except 
for  his  vestment ,  gold  and brown, 
with  black and white  c loth.  As  he 
spoke f rom the  Supreme C ourt  s ide-
walk ,  a  s ing le  voca l ist  sang “Walk 
With Me,  Lord.”
       He led scores  of  c lerg y  f rom 
many churches  across  the  countr y 
in  a  process ion carr ying 50 l i fe-
s ize  cardboard cof f ins  with  placards 
attached to  each showing the  num-
ber  of  people  who would be  v ic t ims 
of  the  loss  of  Medicare  benef its  in 
each of  the  50 States .  The est imated 
number  of  deaths  f rom loss  of  Medi-
care  were  projec ted to  be  51,000 in 
the  f i rst  year  a lone.  The cof f ins  a lso 
showed the  numbers  of  people  f rom 
each state  that  would lose  Supple-
menta l  Nutr it ion Assistance  Program 
(SNAP) benef its .  Each cof f in  a lso 
bore  a  s ign stat ing ,  “ This  cof f in  rep-
resents  pol ic y  murder.”
       “ There’s  something evi l  when 
you’ve  got  power  and you’ve  got 
f ree  hea lthcare  s imply  because  you 
got  e lec ted to  of f ice  but  then you 
want  to  block the  people  f rom hav-
ing hea lthcare,”  said  the  Reverend, 
r ipping C ongress  for  it s  “greed”  and 
“wickedness .”
       Barber  fur ther  blasted NC S en-
ator  Tom Ti l l i s ,  who yesterday came 

out  in  opposit ion to  the  budget  bi l l 
when he  said,  in  ef fec t ,  h is  par ty 
was  “making a  “mistake”  by  support-
ing the  bi l l .  Barber  spoke with con-
vic t ion when he  told  the  audience, 
“ This  is  not  a  mistake.  This  is  pol-
ic y  v iolence.  This  is  pol ic y  murder. 
That’s  why we brought  these  caskets 
today.”
      Reverend Barber  pointed out 
that  C ongress  a lready knew there 
would be  a  projec ted 51,000 deaths 
in  the  f i rst  year  a lone due to  the 
Medicaid  cuts ,  and s ince  C ongress 
a lready knew that ,  their  goa l  to  en-
act  the  bi l l ,  could not ,  by  def init ion, 
be  a  mistake.
       “ The reason it  i s  ev i l  and wick-
ed and mean and bad is  because  it 
i s  a l l  rooted in  money and the  love 
of  money.”  He repeated the  Bibl ica l 
precept  “ The love  of  money…,”  and a 
woman nearby him f inished “…is  the 
root  of  a l l  ev i l .”
      He urged the  media  to  stop re-
peat ing Trump’s  ta lk ing points  be-
cause  Trump was  ca l l ing press  con-
ferences  “to  distract  us  anyt ime the 
news is  ta lk ing about  what  is  rea l ly 
going on.”
       Barber  a lso  urged media  to  not 
ca l l  the  bi l l  by  the  name g iven it  by 
Trump.  “It’s  not  a  ‘beaut i fu l  bi l l’,  i t’s 
a  big ,  ug ly,  damnable,  dangerous , 
deadly,  destruct ive  bi l l ,”  he  said.
      It  was  c lear  that  Reverend Bar-
ber  had moral  sway over  the  many 
hundreds  assembled at  the  ra l ly.  As 
he  spoke,  their  rapt  attent ion to  his 
words ,  plain  but  powerful  as  they 
were,  provided a  sor t  of  soothing 
ca lmness  to  the  audience,  despite  the 
oppress ive  heat  and the  dangerous 
moment  of  socia l  injust ice  hanging 
before  them.
       Af ter  severa l  speakers  gave  tes-

t imonia ls  of  what  los ing hea lthcare 
and SNAP benef its  would do to  their 
fami l ies ,  Reverend Barber  led dozens 
of  c lerg y  towards  the  U.S .  Capitol  in 
an ac t  of  def iance  and against  pol ice 
orders  to  not  proceed onto Capitol 
grounds.
      U.S .  Capitol  pol ice  began to 
swarm around the  s lowly  marching 
group of  c lerg y  as  they neared the 
entrance  to  Capitol  grounds.  The 
protesters  laid  the  cof f ins  on First 
Street  in  an even row and l ined up in 
prayer.  The group of  about  50  were 
g iven three  warnings  f rom Capitol 
pol ice  over  a  bul lhorn.  Pol ice  then 
arrested them.
       Reverend Barber  was  not  ar-
rested.  He remained on the  s idewalk 
and spoke to  the  remaining group of 
supporters ,  te l l ing  them that  oth-
er  protesters  were  then ins ide  the 
Capitol  Rotunda and protest ing the 
bi l l  at  that  ver y  moment .  They,  too, 
were  arrested.  Barber  remained on 
the  s idewalk  for  a  t ime s inging with 
those  assembled there  before  leaving 
to  return to  a  nearby church to  get 
out  of  the  heat .
       The budget  bi l l ,  as  “damnable 
and dangerous”  as  it  i s  to  the  work-
ing class  and c it izens  dependent 
upon benef its ,  extends  far  beyond 
that  in  scope and destruct ion of  the 
‘New Deal”  and l ibera l  socity  en-
vis ioned by Frankl in  Rosevelt .  The 
extent  of  the  damage it  may cause 
to  democrat ic  inst itut ions  may not 
be  known for  some t ime,  as  amend-
ments  and changes  to  the  bi l l  were 
st i l l  ongoing in  the  last  week.  What 
is  becoming clear  is  that  this  bi l l 
col lec t ively  represents  the  greatest 
t ransfer  of  wealth  f rom the  middle 
c lass  to  the  bi l l ionaire  c lass ,  in  the 
histor y  of  the  United States .

Re v.  Dr.  Wi l l iam Barb er
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The  4th Annual  Black Pears  S o ciety,  Inc .  G osp el ,  Jazz,  and R&B Br unch Event  was 
held on June 22nd at  Tr uist  Stadium, Hig h Point ,  N.C.  at  12:00pm throug h 4:00pm. 
The e vent  feature d enter tainers ;  Teresa  L inds e y,  Mi ke Yelver ton,  G av in Maestro, 
Alys on Wi l l iams and DJ Tito.
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< NAACP National  C onvention from p age 1  >
NAACP’s  presence  in  Charlotte :
       “Ever y  year,  we look for ward to 
the  NAACP Nat ional  C onvent ion, 
especia l ly  dur ing t imes  l ike  these, 
where  attacks  on our  culture  and 
our  community  spread l ike  wi ld-
f ire  throughout  our  nat ion.  For  116 
years ,  the  NAACP has  been a l l  in 
on Black America  –  this  year  is  no 
di f ferent .”
       Pres ident  Johnson a lso  an-
nounced at  this  af ternoon’s  press 
conference  that  for  the  f i rst  t ime in 
116 years ,  the  s itt ing pres ident  of 
the  United States  wi l l  not  be  invited 
to  the  NAACP Nat ional  C onvent ion.
       “Republ ican and Democrat ic 
pres idents  have  proudly  attended 
NAACP C onvent ions  throughout  the 
organizat ion’s  histor y,”  he  added. 
“ This  has  nothing to  do with pol it i -
ca l  par ty.  Our miss ion is  to  advance 
c iv i l  r ights ,  and the  current  pres i-
dent  has  made clear  that  his  miss ion 
is  to  e l iminate  c iv i l  r ights .”
       Also  in  attendance were  Leon 
W. Russel l ,  chair  of  the  NAACP 
B oard of  Directors ,  and Charlotte 
Mayor  Vi  Ly les . 
       “It’s  an honor for  Charlotte  to 
host  the  116th NAACP Nat ional 
C onvent ion,  one of  the  most  s igni f-
icant  gather ings  for  c iv i l  r ights  and 
socia l  just ice  in  our  nat ion’s  histo-
r y,  br inging thousands  of  NAACP 
members  to  the  c ity,”  said  Mayor  Vi 
Ly les .  “ This  moment  is  more  than 
symbol ic ;  i t’s  a  celebrat ion of  our 
shared progress  and a  recommit-
ment  to  the  work ahead.  As  a  c ity 
shaped by c iv i l  r ights  pioneers  and 
strengthened by its  divers ity,  Char-
lotte  proudly  welcomes the  NAACP 
and stands  ready to  join in  bui lding 
a  more  inclusive  and equitable  fu-
ture  for  a l l .”
       “Across  the  countr y,  we’re  wit-
ness ing a  coordinated attack on 
c iv i l  r ights ,  f rom voter  suppres-
s ion to  censorship in  classrooms to 
economic exclusion.  These  are  not 
isolated incidents .  They are  par t  of 
a  ca lculated ef for t  to  drag us  back-
ward.  But  we aren’t  going back,” 

said  Leon W. Russel l ,  chair  of  the 
NAACP Nat ional  B oard of  Direc-
tors .  “As  we gather  in  Charlotte  for 
our  116th Nat ional  C onvent ion,  we 
do so  with unwaver ing resolve.  The 
struggle  for  just ice  is  far  f rom over 
— and neither  are  we.”
       “ The return of  the  116th 
NAACP Nat ional  C onvent ion to 
Charlotte  marks  a  fu l l  c ircle  mo-
ment  for  The Associat ion,”  said 
Michael  Turner,  chairman of  the 
NAACP C onvent ion Planning C om-
mittee.  “Nearly  30  years  s ince  we 
last  joined together  here,  much has 
changed –  but  our  commitment  to 
the  work we do remains  steadfast . 
This  convent ion is  more  than a 
gather ing ,  i t’s  a  movement .  We’ve 
created a  space  where  generat ions 
unite  to  st rateg ize,  s t rengthen our 
impact ,  and celebrate  our  col lec t ive 
power.  Charlotte ,  the  NAACP has 
returned,  and we br ing with us  the 
fu l l  s t rength and spir it  of  our  com-
munity.”
       “As  we gather  in  sol idar ity, 
we’re  not  just  convening,  we’re  mo-
bi l iz ing ,”  said  Karen B oykin-Towns, 
v ice  chair  of  the  NAACP Nat ional 
B oard of  Directors .  “From cl imate 
just ice  to  vot ing r ights ,  f rom eco-
nomic opportunity  to  the  f reedom 
to learn,  our  agenda is  bold because 
our  communit ies  deser ve  noth-
ing less .  This  C onvent ion is  where 
st rateg y meets  legac y,  and the  t ime 
is  now for  us  to  come together  as  a 
community  to  f ight .”
       Dur ing the  press  conference, 
NAACP leadership announced the 
return of  The Hub,  an immersive 
exper ience,  celebrat ing Black cul-
ture  and socia l  impact .  The dynamic 
50,000 square  foot  exhibit  ha l l  i s 
open to  the  publ ic . 
       “Welcoming the  NAACP Na-
t ional  C onvent ion back to  Charlotte 
is  both a  proud moment  and a  pow-
er fu l  reminder  of  our  legac y.  From 
the  histor ic  st reets  of  Brooklyn 
Vi l lage  to  the  soul  of  B eatt ies  Ford 
Road,  Black Charlotte  has  a lways 
been a  force  for  change.  This  C on-

vent ion isn’t  just  for  delegates ,  i t’s 
for  our  ent ire  community,”  said  Rev. 
C or ine  Mack,  Pres ident  of  the  Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Branch of  the 
NAACP. 
             This  year’s  C onvent ion 
comes at  a  pivota l  moment ,  as  mar-
g ina l ized communit ies  face  esca lat-
ing pol it ica l  attacks ,  f inancia l  equi-
ty  remains  e lus ive,  and v ita l  federa l 
programs hang in  the  ba lance. 
During the  C onvent ion,  the  NAACP 
is  br inging together  it s  vast  network 
to  confront  these  cha l lenges  head-
on. 
       Programming wi l l  explore  the 
profound impact  of  Black culture  on 
DEI,  educat ion,  and just ice ,  whi le 
a lso  ser ving as  a  ca l l  to  ac t ion. 
Through powerful  speakers ,  engag-
ing sess ions ,  and strateg ic  dia logue, 
attendees  wi l l  be  empowered to 
organize,  advocate,  and dr ive  mean-
ingful  change.  Now more than ever, 
the  NAACP ca l ls  on the  Black com-
munity  and our  a l l ies  to  mobi l ize 
for  just ice ,  equity,  and progress .
       S ome notable  par t ic ipants  wi l l 
include Loretta  E .  Lynch,  former 
U.S .  Attorney Genera l  and Let it ia 
James,  New York Attorney Genera l . 
and the  castmembers  of  CBS’  B e-
yond the  Gates ,  and more.  Addit ion-
a l  panel ists  wi l l  be  announced in  the 
coming weeks . 
       We would a lso  l ike  to  thank the 
members  of  our  Blue  Ribbon C om-
mittee  for  their  support  of  the  116th 
NAACP Nat ional  C onvent ion:  co-
chairs  Georgette  “Gigi”  Dixon and 
Lenny Spr ings ,  Bakar i  S el lers ,  B or is 
Henderson,  Brenda Murphy,  C elois 
Steele ,  C ourtney Crowder,  David 
Howard,  Deborah Dicks  Maxwel l , 
James  “Smuggie”  Mitchel l ,  James 
B ennett ,  John Jackson,  Karen B oy-
kin-Towns,  Kevin Monroe,  Marcus 
Bass ,  Mark Jerrel l ,  Melvin “Skip” 
Alston,  Rev.  C or ine  Mack,  Steve 
B enjamin,  and Vinay Patel .
       The NAACP advocates ,  ag itates , 
and l it igates  for  the  c iv i l  r ights  due 
to  Black America . 
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< S ondra Wrig ht   Miss .  S enior  Gui lford C ounty from p age 1 
hear t fe lt  personal  phi losophy,  ta lent 
per formance,  and elegant  presenta-
t ion dur ing the  evening gown seg-
ment .  Camdidates  were  eva luated
during the  evening gown segment . 
Candidates  were  eva luated across 
four  areas :  personal  inter view,  ta l-
ent ,  and“I  B el ieve”  statement ,  and 
evening wear.
       A proud a lumna of  North Car-
ol ina  A&T State  Univers ity,  Wright 
holds  a  Master’s  in  Human Resourc-
es  and a  Bachelor’s  in  Psycholog y. 
She is  a  member  of  Alpha Kappa 
Alpha S oror ity,  Incorporated,  and a 
wel l  known advocate  for  older  adults 
and fami l ies .  Her  wide ranging com-
munity  ser vice  include her  role  as 
a  Guardian ad Litem,  co-founding 

Kingap S er vices  of  North Carol ina , 
execut ive  committee  member  and 
committee  chair  for  the  Greens-
boro Branch NAACP and act ing as 
a  spokesperson fo  AARP’s  Decide, 
Create ,  Share,  init iat ive.  She  is  a 
C o-Incorporator  of  the  Greensboro 
Business  League,  an organizat ion 
that  advocate  equity  for  minor ity 
owned businesses .  She  a lso  ser ves 
on the  B oard of  Melodies4  Heal ing , 
promoting music  therapy for  nurs-
ing home res idents .
       B eyond her  advocac y,  Wright  is 
a  successfu l  Rea ltor,  entrepreneur, 
and the  author  of  three  books ,  in-
cluding the  empowering t it le :  40 
Plus  and Fabulous :  Moving For ward 
Fierce,  and Focused and Ful l  of  L i fe .

       As  Ms.  S enior  Gui l ford C oun-
ty,  Wright  plans  to  use  her  plat form 
to  expand v is ibi l ity  for  the  pag-
eant ,  advance the  miss ion of  S enior 
America ,  and cont inue her  work to 
improve the  hea lth  and qual ity  of 
l i fe  for  older  adults .  Her  win cele-
brates  not  just  her  accomplishments 
but  the  v ibrant  and purposefu l  l ives 
led by senior  women across  the  na-
t ion.
    S enior  America  is  an organizat ion 
for  women who have reached the  age 
of  e legance of  60  plus  years .  Par t ic i-
pants  g ive  back to  the  community
by showing their  ta lents  at  senior 
centers ,  ret irement  homes,  nurs ing 
homes and church groups .



5          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

Publisher’s View

5          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

Publisher’s View

Dr.  Stace y  Patton,  Guest  C olumnist 
Profess or,  Morgan State  University

The Me dia’s  Favorite  Terrorists 
Are  Always  White  Men
A w hite,  C hristian,  MAGA went  to  war  in  Minnes ota,  and the 
press  is  c a l l ing it  “p olitic a l ly  motivate d sho otings”  instead of 
w hat  it  i s  - --  terrorism.

       A white ,  Chr ist ian,  fasc ist  MAGA 
plotted a  day of  bloodshed and later 
texted his  fami ly,  “Dad went  to  war  last 
night .”
       That  chi l l ing  text  message  to  his 
wife  and kids  was  a  blood-soaked ben-
edic t ion and a  declarat ion of  a l leg iance 
to  his  pol it ics ,  to  whiteness ,  to  God.
       He dressed up l ike  a  cop.   S l ipped 
on a  creepy s i l icone mask to  hide  his 
face  and cl imbed into  a  fake  pol ice  car 
fu l l  of  high-powered weapons.   He had 
a  notebook f i l led  with a  hit  l i s t  that 
included the  names of  45  e lec ted of-
f ic ia ls .   Ever ything was  met iculously 
mapped out ,  annotated,  and studied.   He 
sur vei l led  their  homes.   Tracked their 
rout ines  and knew detai ls  about  their 
spouses  and chi ldren.
       And then he  sta lked his  targets  and 
opened f ire ,  murder ing a  Minnesota 
Democrat ic  lawmaker  and her  husband, 
and wounding another  Democrat ic  of f i -
c ia l  and his  wife .   The k i l l ings  t r iggered 
a  massive,  two-day manhunt  involv ing 
20 SWAT teams,  hel icopters ,  and drones .  
Vance B oelter  was  taken into  custody 
a l ive  and quiet ly  folded into  the  system 
that  a lways  seems to  exercise  restraint 
with  men who look l ike  him.
And despite  a l l  these  chi l l ing  detai ls , 
the  news headl ines  have  been ster i le .
“Pol it ica l ly  mot ivated shoot ings .”
“Assass inat ion suspect .”
“Suspect  in  Minnesota  shoot ings  cap-
tured.”
       Nowhere  in  the  init ia l  s tor ies  was 
there  even a  whisper  of  the  word that 
should’ve  screamed f rom ever y  page : 
TERRORIST.   B ecause  that’s  what  he  is .  
But  the  media  refuses  to  ca l l  h im that .  
B ecause  when a  white  Christ ian man 
enacts  pol it ica l  v iolence,  the  media  sud-
denly  becomes shy.   The language sof t-

ens .   The tone shi f ts  to  neutra l .
       Had he  been Musl im,  this  would 
have  dominated news c ycles  as  some 
kind of  j ihad.   Had he  been Black,  his 
body might  st i l l  be  cool ing on the  s ide-
walk ,  and his  name would be  t rending as 
a  hashtag .   Had he  been undocumented, 
Republ icans  would be  stag ing press  con-
ferences  in  body armor,  and Fox News 
would have  declared a  nat ional  emergen-
c y.
       But  because  B oelter  is  white ,  male , 
Chr ist ian,  s teeped in  MAGA gr ievance, 
radica l ized by r ight-wing propaganda, 
and hunted Democrats ,  we’re  being told 
this  was  just  a  textbook case  of  a  “po-
l it ica l ly  mot ivated shoot ing .”   It’s  just 
pol it ics . 

       No,  le t’s  ca l l  i t  what  it  i s :  the  pa-
tholog y of  white  v iolence.   It’s  terror ism 
in a  red hat .
       And this  countr y  is  le f t  once  again 
pretending the  rea l  threat  to  democrac y 
comes f rom books ,  DEI,  Black people, 
drag queens ,  t rans  k ids ,  and immigrants .  
Not  f rom heavi ly  armed white  men in 
costume with k i l l  l i s ts  in  their  g love 

compartments .
       Why won’t  the  media  ca l l  this  ter-
ror ism?
       B ecause  doing so  would mean te l l -
ing the  t ruth about  who is  ac tua l ly  dan-
gerous  in  this  countr y.   B ecause  ca l l ing 
Vance B oelter  a  terror ist  would mean 
indic t ing an ent ire  ideolog y that’s  white , 
Chr ist ian,  author itar ian,  and the  pol it i -
ca l  par ty  that  nur tures  it .
       B oelter  is  not  an out l ier.
       He is  the  logica l  conclusion of  a 
hatefu l  pol it ica l  movement  bui lt  on 
gr ievance,  white  racism,  v iolent  ent it le-
ment ,  and delusions  of  being replaced by 
people  of  color  or  going ext inct .   He is 
what  happens  when white  men are  told 
they are  the  r ight fu l  owners  of  power, 
and any shi f t  toward equity  or  just ice 
is  t reated as  an existent ia l  threat  and a 
prelude to  tyranny.   And yet ,  the  press 
contor ts  i t se l f  into  knots  t r y ing to  name 
anything but  the  t ruth.   They t iptoe 
around his  whiteness ,  his  fasc ism,  his 
brand of  Christ ianity,  his  MAGA al le-
g iance,  and his  love  for  Donald Trump.  
B ecause  to  say  it  plain ly  would impl icate 
not  just  one man,  but  a  whole  movement 
and the  current  pres ident .       
       The media’s  complic ity  doesn’t  just 
show up in  headl ines ;  i t  i s  baked into 
pol ic y.   Whi le  newsrooms downplay 
white  terror,  the  government  has  been 
quiet ly  diver t ing attent ion elsewhere, 
helping to  protect  the  ver y  people  com-
mitt ing the  v iolence.
       In  March,  the  Trump administrat ion 
quiet ly  sca led back FBI  invest igat ions 
into  r ight-wing domest ic  terror ism.   In-
stead,  federa l  agents  were  reass igned to 
immigrat ion enforcement .   They’ve  been 
busy chasing down law-abiding migrants 
whi le  v iolent  white  extremists  have  been 
bui lding arsenals  and ki l l  l i s ts  at  home.  

   Vance B o elter
Domestic  Terrorist

   Rep.  Melissa  Hor tman               S en.  John Hoffman
         murder  v ictim                  sur v ive d murder  attempt
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Hel lo,  I ’m c al l ing just  to  remind your readers  that  f i l ing to  r un for  Gre ensb oro 
City  C ounci l  b egins  thre e  we eks  from now.  Want to  a ler t  and remind Black fol k 
out  there  that  the  most  imp or tant  p olit ics  in  your dai ly  l i fe  is  lo c al  p olit ics .  That 
is  the  p olit ics  c los e  to  home.  One famous US S enator  once  said years  ago “al l  p ol-
it ics  is  lo c al”.  Don’t  want  to  dismiss  the  imp or tance  of  national  p olit ics  but  that’s 
next  year  and the  US presidentia l  race  is  a lmost  four  years  away.  City  C ounci l  is 
the  c los est  government  to  us .  As  Black p e ople,  our  r ig ht  to  vote  has  b e en hard 
won.  For  us  Black fol k,  i t  to ok centuries  of  str ugg le  for  us  to  gain the  r ig ht  to 
vote.  Many of  us  and our a l l ies  ble d and die d for  us  to day to  have  the  r ig ht  to 
vote.  Don’t  s quander  the  hard won rig ht  and opp or tunity.  Your issues,  concerns 
and wel l  b eing are  t ie d to  w hether  or  not  you vote  and more imp or tantly,  w ho 
you vote  for.  Within the  next  thre e  we eks,  you w i l l  k now w ho’s  r unning,  and you 
shou ld take  the  opp or tunity  to  examine w hat  the y say  and lo ok at  any p ast  track 
re cord of  community  s er v ice  or  c iv ic  engagement  to  determine w ho w i l l  repres ent 
your b est  interest  on the  C ounci l .

Hel lo,  I ’m c al l ing to  express  my outrage at  the  inhuman gestap o tactics  us e d by 
ICE agents  to  detain immigrants .  The maske d unidentif ie d agents  in  c lothing for 
war  or  comb at  in  a  war  z one k idnap p e ople  off  the  stre ets  in  the  f ields  on farm-
land,  in  churches,  chi ldren in  s cho ol,  and at  mu ltiple  work places  is  a  disgust-
ing display  of  thugger y and law lessness .  The Americ an government  mig ht  as  wel l 
contract  w ith the  mafia  to  do thier  dir ty  work,  at  least  the  v iolence  and threats  of 
v iolence  wou ld come from an organization ste ep e d in  Americ an outlaw cu lture. 
Most  of  the  p e ople  that  have  b e en picke d up are  not  crimminals  but  are  undo cu-
mente d immigrants ,  many w ho are  work ing and going throug h the  immigration 
pro cess  to  b e  Americ an citiz ens.  The narrative  put  out  to  the  public  that  most  of 
them are  v iolent  crimminals  is  a  big  l ie  coming from the L iar  in  chief  in  the  White  
Hous e.  The sad p ar t  is  that  none of  this  had to  happ en.  L ast  year,  the  US congress 
had crafte d a  bip ar tisan Bi l l  to  res olve  much of  the  immigration problem,  but  the 
L iar-In -C hief  bu l l ie d the  Republic an control le d S enate  to  k i l l  the  Bi l l  to  help his 
re-ele ction c amp aign for  President .  Disgusting. 

Hel lo,  my brothers  and sisters ,  don’t  complain to o much ab out  the  “Uncle 
Tom.” Even the  p e ople  w ho b etray  you are  p ar t  of  the  plan.  ‘Jesus  cou ldn’t  get  to 
the  cross  w ithout  Judas’.  Peace!

Hel lo,  you k now,  relationships  c an b e  a  blessing or  a  curs e.  The blessing is  that 
you met  s ome one wor th w hi le  and want  e ver ything you want  and more.  The curs e 
is  you met  s ome one that  has  no ambition or  work ethic  and us es  you for  e ver y-
thing.  The moral  of  the  stor y  is  read and investigate  the  p ers on b efore  you com-
mit  to  a  long term relationship.  L i ke  job histor y,  cre dit  status,  l iv ing condition 
or  situation.  B etter  safe  than s orr y.

Wel l ,  G-times,  I ’m enjoy ing celebrating Junete enth this  month.  June 19,  2025 
marke d the  150 anniversar y  celebration of  Junete enth.  It  celebrates  Black fol k 
fre e dom not  only  from slaver y  but  a ls o  the  fre e dom of  opp or tunity  to  l ive  our 
l ives  fre e.  The fre e dom to learn to  read ,  the  fre e dom to marr y,  the  fre e dom to e d-
uc ate  ours elves ,  to  have  control  of  our  ow n b o dy,  to  ke ep my fami ly  together  and 
to  gather  w ith fr iends  and fami ly  to  have  co ck-outs ,  l isten to  music ,  dance,  attend 
sp e cia l  e vents  and just  have  a  go o d time.  In a  fe w we eks,  I  w i l l  b e  celebrating the 
4th of  Ju ly.  There  are  s ome that  say  we shou ld not  celebrate  the  4th of  Ju ly.  Wel l , 
I  celebrate  w ith p aus e  and ref le ction but  celebrate  just  the  same.  There  wou ld b e 
no 4th of  Ju ly  i f  9 ,000 Black p atriots ,  repres enting 1/4  of  the  Americ an army,  had 
not  s er ve d in  the  Re voluntionar y War.  One domino le d to  the  fa l l  of  another.  No 
Re volutionar y War ,  no Civ i l  War and no Junete enth.  Black fol k  continue to  str ug-
g le  to day for  e qual  justice.  On the  4th of  Ju ly,  I  w i l l  celebrate  and ack now le dge my 
p e oples  sacrif ice  to  the  countr y  for  the  principles  of  l i fe,  l ib er ty  and the  pursuit  of 
happiness .  The str ugg le  continues,  but  our  ancestors  have  broug ht  us  this  far. . .”
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What up G-times,  he y  lo ok,  s ome women have w ife  w ritten a l l  over  them.  But  y ’a l l 
women ke ep pick ing men w ho c an’t  read.  Whats  up w ith that?
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< Black L ives  Matter  from p age 1  >
weeks  s ince  his  inaugurat ion,  we
have witnessed horr i f y ing stor ies  of 
Immigrat ion and Customs Enforce-
ment  (ICE) raids  carr ied out  under 
his  administrat ion’s  orders  to  round 
up undocumented people.  These 
raids  have  taken place  in  schools ,
at  publ ic  t ransit  s tops ,  in  grocer y 
stores ,  and at  homes -  spaces  where 
we should a l l  be  f ree  and safe .   
      These  racist  attacks  predomi-
nant ly  target  our  L at inx relat ives , 
and we have  seen repeated attempts 
by  this  administrat ion to  pit  Black 
and Brown communit ies  against 
one another.  Let  us  be  c lear :  Blacks 
L ives  Matter  Grassroots  wi l l  never 
abandon our  undocumented fami ly, 
nor  wi l l  we forget  that  most  Afr ican 
Americans  arr ived to  this  countr y 
fa lse ly  named as  chatte l ,  by  the  same 
colonia l  forces  that  drew fa lse  bor-
ders .
       Black people  a lso  cont inue to 

be  a  g lobal  people ;  ant i- immigrant 
pol ic ies  harm our  cont inenta l  Afr i-
can,  Hait ian,  Car ibean,  Afro-L at inx, 
Arab,  and other  Black migrant  s ib-
l ings ,  who have  been tergeted by ICE 
raids  in  places  l ike  Flor ida  and Ohio. 
In  the  u lt imate  ac t  of  hypocr isy,  the 
Indigenous people  of  this  land have 
been racia l ly  prof i led by ICE and 
held  unlawful ly  on suspic ion of  be-
ing L at inx.  
       Our communit ies  must  unite  to 
res ist  this  fasc ist ,  white-supremacist 
agenda.  We must  cont inue educat ing 
one another  about  our  r ights  -  be-
cause  we do have  r ights .  B eing
undocumented is  not  a  cr ime…set-
t ler  colonia l ism is .  People  have  the 
r ight  to  l ive ,  move,  and travel  f reely 
especia l ly  on land st i l l  being ac t ively 
colonized by the  sett ler  state .  
Our opposit ion to  repress ion and 
state  terror  must  cont inue to  be 
loud,  st rong,  and unwaver ing .

       Black people  born in  the  Unit-
ed States  stood with our  immigrant 
s ibl ings  in  2016 and throughout 
Trump’s  f i rst  administrat ion,  and we 
cont inue to  stand together  now.  We
remain committed to  showing up 
and standing in  sol idar ity.  We sup-
port  and are  especia l ly  inspired by 
our  youth in  their  bold ac ts  of  res is-
tance,  f rom school  walkouts  to  di-
rect  ac t ion.
       We know that  dissent ,  c iv i l 
d isobedience,  radica l  v is ioning,  and 
organizing are  our  only  opt ions  in 
face  of  a  fasc ist  reg ime that  seek to 
div ide  us  separate  fami l ies ,  and
take away our  loved ones  through 
detent ions ,  deportat ions ,  and other 
ac ts  of  s tate  terror.
       To our  immigrant  s ibl ings… We 
are  here.  We are  with  you.  And we 
wi l l  not  stop unt i l  we
are  a l l  f ree.

Memos revea led plans  to  deploy 
2 ,000 agents  fu l l - t ime to  ICE oper-
at ions ,  s iphoning manpower f rom 
counter terror ism,  counterespionage, 
and v iolent  cr imes .
       And a l l  of  i t  was  del iberate .
       Redirect ing federa l  resources 
away f rom r ight-wing domest ic  ter-
ror  and toward immigrat ion enforce-
ment  isn’t  a  bureaucrat ic  overs ight .  
It’s  a  st rateg ic  ac t  of  preser vat ion.  
It  shie lds  the  state’s  most  loya l  foot 
soldiers ,  armed white  men who see 
v iolence  as  a  c iv ic  duty,  whi le  tar-
get ing those  deemed expendable : 
immigrants ,  refugees ,  the  racia l ized 
“other.”
       Turning white  v iolence  into 
patr iot ism and turning brown exis-
tence  into  a  cr ime is  how author itar-
ian power  sustains  it se l f .  S o,  when 
the  Trump administrat ion sca les 
back invest igat ions  into  domest ic 
terror  to  instead hunt  migrants ,  he’s 
feeding his  base.   He’s  g iv ing them 
the  i l lus ion of  safety  by  cr iminal-
iz ing migrat ion whi le  a l lowing the 
rea l  threat ,  white  Christ ian extrem-
ists  steeped in  MAGA propaganda, 
to  organize,  arm,  and act  with  le tha l 
force. .
       White  supremac y demands a 
state  that  is  bl ind to  itse l f .   It  cannot 
af ford a  government  that  invest igates 
it s  most  devout  bel ievers .   It  needs 
media  that  sof tens  the  language. 
It  needs  federa l  agencies  that  turn 
away.   It  needs  s i lence,  divers ion, 
and plausible  deniabi l ity.
       The goal  i s  to  protect  the  im-
age of  the  MAGA base.   Pretend the 
greatest  threat  is  at  the  border,  not 
in  white  suburbs  and rura l  commu-
nit ies .   Not  in  white  churches .   Not 

among Trump’s  most  loya l  foot  sol-
diers .

       This  is  why Vance B oelter,  a 
man who plotted mass  murder,  sur-
vei l led  Democrat ic  of f ic ia ls ,  con-
sumed InfoWars ,  ran a  bogus  merce-
nar y  secur ity  company,  and idol ized 
Trump,  isn’t  being ca l led a  terror-
ist .   It’s  why he  was  taken a l ive.   It’s 
why his  wife ,  Jenny B oelter,  who 
was  caught  with  cash and passpor ts 
dur ing a  t raf f ic  stop,  i sn’t  in  custo-
dy.
       Make no mistake :  B oelter  meets 

ever y  lega l  and moral  def init ion of  a 
domest ic  terror ist .   His  cr imes  were 
not  random acts .   This  was  a  pol it i -
ca l  execut ion.   He targeted lawmak-
ers .   He told  his  fami ly  he  went  to 
“war.”   He had plans  to  k i l l  more.
       The greatest  threat  to  Ameri-
ca  is  coming f rom white  men l ike 
B oelter.   White  men with badges .  
White  men who mask their  faces 
dur ing immigrat ion raids .   White 
men with Bibles  and ba l lots .   From 
voters  who cheered for  blood.   From 
feck less  lawmakers  who wink at 
mi l it ias .   From extremists  who sta lk 
doctors  and bomb cl inics .   From a 
pres ident  who ca l ls  for  v iolence  and 
pardons insurrect ionists .
       B oelter  was  not  a  lone wolf .
       He ac ted on instruct ion.   From 
Trump.   From Stephen Mil ler.   In-
foWars  and Fox News.   From the 
a lgor ithmic  rage  machines  of  socia l 
media  plat forms run by technofas-
cists  who monet ize  racia l  hatred.  
From the  ent ire  MAGA ecosystem 
that  grooms white  men into mar-
tyrs  for  a  cause  soaked in  gr ievance, 
God,  and guns .  
       And instead of  connect ing the 
dots ,  our  media  is  hiding the  thread. 
The s i lence  around this  v iolence 
isn’t  accidenta l ;  i t’s  engineered,  i t’s 
complic ity.   It  i sn’t  ba lance,  i t’s  sur-
render.
       Whi le  the  press  fumbles  for 
language,  the  white  supremacist 
machine cont inues  to  move in  the 
shadows,  demanding more v ic t ims.  
St i l l  bui lding l is ts .   St i l l  prepar ing 
its  next  soldier.

Publisher ’s  Vie w/Me dia’s  Favorite  Terrorist  from p age 5
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L atinx Voters  Say Tr ump Fo ole d Them, but  Don’t 
E xp e ct  Black Tw itter  to  C are… Any more
Althoug h Black Americ ans  emp athiz e  w ith the  L atinx community,  others  rememb er the  51 p ercent  w ho ele cte d Tr ump.

       It’s  too late  to  get  their  money 
back,  but  L at inx voters  are  express-
ing buyer’s  remorse  af ter  e lec t ing 
Pres ident  Donald Trump.  More than 
ha l f  of  L at inx voters  conf ident ly 
casted their  ba l lots  for  him,  and 
af ter  just  108 days  of  Trump back in 
the  White  House,  folks  are  having 
regrets . . .  but  it’s  way too late !
       S ince  Trump’s  return,  mass 
deportat ions  have  disproport ion-
ately  shaken Hispanic  communit ies 
nat ionwide.  Recent  news of  Trump 
rescinding the  Temporar y  Protected 
Status  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Venezuelan migrants  was  immediate-
ly  met  with  back lash within the  L at-
inx community,  who thought  they ’d 
be  protected f rom Trump’s  onslaught 
of  attacks  on migrants .
       Adelys  Ferro,  the  direc tor  of  the 
Venezuelan American Caucus ,  told 
NPR he feels  “beyond betrayed”  by 
the  administrat ion.  “ They used us ,” 
Ferro said,  and he’s  not  the  only  one. 
The At lanta  Journal  C onst itut ion re-
por ted on a  fami ly  of  MAGA L at inos 
who tear fu l ly  shared how their  son 
was  taken to  an ICE detent ion center 
despite  him having a  green card.
       But  whi le  many in  the  L at inx 
community  cont inue to  express  their 
disbel ie f  for  Trump’s  ac t ions ,  Black 
people  are  s itt ing back l ike  “we told 
you so.”  On X,  @NaClyC em, point-
ed out  how Black Americans  warned 
their  L at inx brothers  and s isters 

“ Trump is  racist  and is  going to  de-
por t  anyone who is  not  the  r ight  col-
or.  L at inos  should not  support  him,” 
but  not  enough people  l i s tened.
       Black people,  in  fac t ,  began 
warning about  Trump over  a  decade 
ago.  In  2015,  the  L at inx commu-
nity  found its  way at  the  center  of 
the  immigrat ion debate  af ter  Trump 
repeatedly  v i l lainized Hispanic 
migrants .  But  despite  the  pres ident 
target ing “rapists”  and “terror ist 
gang members”  coming f rom across 
the  S outhern border,  thousands  of 
L at inx voters  st i l l  sang a long to  “I 
wi l l  vote  for  Donald Trump” j ing les 
at  ra l l ies  before  showing up and out 
for  Trump. . .  twice.
       Now,  Trump is  honoring his 
se l f -proclaimed “mandate”  to  tack le 
immigrat ion,  and in  response,  thou-
sands  of  protestors  cont inue to  f lood 
the  st reets— many in  c it ies  with 
major ity  L at inx populat ions  l ike  San 
Antonio and Miami,  according to 
Texas  Publ ic  R adio and the  Miami 
Hera ld. 
         Tensions  only  rose  more af ter 
stor ies  of  folks  l ike  Ki lmar  Abrego 
Garcia  made nat ional  headl ines . 
Garcia  was  arrested and deported to 
E l  Sa lvador,  despite  a  judge’s  2019 
order  barr ing him f rom being sent 
there,  according to  NB C News.  The 
Trump administrat ion cont inues  to 
c laim Garcia  is  an ac t ive  member 
of  a  dangerous  gang,  but  a  di f ferent 

judge ordered his  return back to  the 
states .  Trump refuses  to  do so.
       Many in  the  Black community 
empathize  with  stor ies  l ike  Garcia’s . 
@Biz4Ever  tweeted,  “B ecause  many 
of  us  have  been fa lse ly  accused & 
sentenced but  not  re leased,  we ac-
tua l ly  can relate  more  to  Ki lmar 
Abrego Garcia”  compared to  Trump, 
who claimed to  re late  to  Black folks 
af ter  being convic ted on 34 fe lonies .
       But  on the  other  s ide,  most 
folks  aren’t  as  concerned consider-
ing the  51 percent  of  L at inx voters , 
voted for  Trump,  in  2024,  accord-
ing to  exit  pol ls .  @notcapnamerica 
asked,  “What  are  we supposed to  do 
with this  informat ion,”  referr ing to 
the  AJC’s  ar t ic le .  @DrAlber tUtd re-
sponded,  “We used a l l  our  empathy 
when we voted for  the  woman that 
wouldn’t  have  done this ,”  referencing 
former Vice  Pres ident  Kamala  Har-
r is .
       Is  the  Black community  hear t-
less  for  this  so-ca l led “ lack of  em-
pathy? ”  No,  but  they are  f rustrated 
not  only  with  Trump but  a lso  with 
the  L at ino people  who put  him back 
in  of f ice ,  against  their  own interests . 
The pres ident  has  a  “deport  now and 
ask quest ions  later”  motto,  and un-
for tunately,  the  L at inx community 
wi l l  l ikely  cont inue to  bear  the  brunt 
of  i t .

The Gre ensb oro Times “SHOU T OU T LINE”.  Your Opinion,  1st  Amendment ,    The Gre ensb oro Times “SHOU T OU T LINE”.  Your Opinion,  1st  Amendment ,    
                                Fre e dom of  Sp e e ch    (336)  660-8166                                Fre e dom of  Sp e e ch    (336)  660-8166

by Phenix  S.  Hal le y
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Legal Beat
Witness es  testi f y  ab out  Black communities  spl it 
by  NC Republic ans’  re districting plans

       NC Newsl ine  –  Former state  Rep.  Earl  Jones  said  Monday 
that  Republ icans’  plan for  congress ional  distr ic ts  in  Greens-
boro looked l ike  a  g lass  smashed against  the  pavement .
       Jones  test i f ied on the  f i rst  day of  the  federa l  t r ia l  of 
North Carol ina’s  congress ional  and state  leg is lat ive  distr ic ts . 
He is  a  plaint i f f  in  one of  the  two lawsuits  c laiming the  e lec-
t ion distr ic ts  Republ icans  enacted for  the  2024 e lec t ions  are 
racia l  gerr ymanders  that  di lute  Black vot ing power  in  v iola-
t ion of  the  U.S .  C onst itut ion and federa l  law.
       Republ icans  st ressed dur ing debates  on their  way to  ap-
proving the  new distr ic t  plans  that  no racia l  data  was  used to 
create  them.  In court  f i l ings ,  lawyers  for  Republ ican leg is la-
tors  suggested that  the  lawsuits  dress  par t isan gerr ymander-
ing claims “ in  racia l  garb.”  
       B oth the  U.S .  Supreme C ourt  and the  North Carol ina  Su-
preme C ourt  are  shut  of f  to  people  and advocac y groups  that 
want  to  sue  claiming par t isan gerr ymanders .
       The two lawsuits  cha l lenging the  redistr ic t ing plans  were 
combined for  the  t r ia l  in  f ront  of  a  three- judge panel  in  Win-
ston-Sa lem.
       L awyers  represent ing Republ ican leg is lators  and the 
lawyers  represent ing voters  and vot ing r ights  groups  did  not 
make opening arguments ,  so  the  t r ia l  launched direct ly  into 
test imony by plaint i f fs’  witnesses .
      Al l  together,  s ix  of  14  congress ional  distr ic ts ,  nine  of  120 
state  House  distr ic ts ,  and f ive  of  50  state  S enate  distr ic ts  are 
being chal lenged.
      Much of  the  test imony focused on the  Piedmont  Tr iad, 
which includes  Greensboro,  Winston-Sa lem and High Point .
       Republ icans  cut  heavi ly  Democrat ic  Gui l ford C ounty 
into  three  pieces .  The indiv idual  pieces  were  melded into  dis-
tr ic ts  with  Republ ican count ies  that  are  more rura l .
       “I ’m concerned about  the  car ving up and cutt ing up of 
my community,  and I ’m tr y ing to  get  that  changed somehow,” 
said  Jones ,  who is  Black.
       Under  a  cour t-ordered congress ional  distr ic t  plan used 
for  the  2022 e lec t ion,  Gui l ford C ounty  was  not  div ided and 
incumbent  Democrat  Kathy Manning was  e lec ted to  represent 
it  as  par t  of  the  6th C ongress ional  Distr ic t .
       The redrawn distr ic t  i s  heavi ly  Republ ican.  Manning did 
not  run for  reelec t ion,  and no Democrat  opted to  run there.
       O vera l l ,  seven Democrats  and seven Republ icans  were 
e lec ted to  C ongress  f rom North Carol ina  in  2022 using the 

court-ordered map.  The 2024 map y ie lded 10 Republ ican and 
four  Democrat ic  winners .
       Jones ,  a  Democrat ,  said  he  was  drawn into the  5th C on-
gress ional  Distr ic t ,  which extends  west  to  include Ashe and 
Watauga count ies  in  the  mountains .  Republ ican U.S .  Rep. 
Virg inia  Foxx represents  the  distr ic t .
       Whi le  Manning supported the  Black community,  Foxx 
has  been absent  and doesn’t  have  an of f ice  in  Greensboro, 
Jones  said.
       “It  hur t  my community,”  Jones  said  of  the  distr ic t  l ines . 
“We don’t  have  anyone who wi l l  address  issues  important  to 
us .”
      Jonathan Rodden,  a  redistr ic t ing specia l ist  at  Stanford 
Univers ity,  test i f ied that  the  2024 distr ic ts  “are  not  especia l ly 
compact ,”  and “the  Black community  in  the  Tr iad is  div ided 
among severa l  dist r ic ts  by  spl itt ing municipa l it ies .”
      Rodden said  he  couldn’t  see  good evidence that  sor t ing 
voters  in  and out  of  distr ic ts  i s  ent ire ly  dr iven by par ty.
      Quest ioned by a  lawyer  for  Republ ican leg is lators ,  Rod-
den said  he  did  not  know what  e lec t ion results  leg is lators 
used to  make the  maps.
       “I  can’t  make conclusions  about  that ,”  Rodden said.  “I 
wasn’t  there  in  the  room.”
      The judges  a lso  heard test imony about  congress ional 
distr ic ts  12  and 14 in  Mecklenburg and count ies  west ,  about 
state  S enate  distr ic ts  1  and 2 ,  which div ide  eastern North 
Carol ina’s  Black B elt  count ies ,  and about  state  S enate  Distr ic t 
8 ,  which is  dominated by C olumbus and Brunswick count ies , 
with  a  s l iver  of  Black neighborhoods in  Wilmington added 
for  2024.
      “Inner  c ity  Wilmington is  purposely  cut  and sent  over  to 
rura l  Brunswick C ounty,”  state  NAACP Pres ident  Deborah 
Maxwel l  test i f ied.
       Three  federa l  judges  appointed by Republ ican pres i-
dents  are  hear ing the  case.  Fourth US C ourt  of  Appeals  Judge 
Al l ison Rushing (Donald Trump) and Distr ic t  Judges  Thom-
as  S chroeder(George  W. Bush)  and Richard Myers  (  Donald 
Trump).  The t r ia l  i s  expected to  end in  early  Ju ly.

   Deb orah Maxwel l
NC NAACP President

                E arl  Jones
NC Former State  Repres entative

A map of  ne w prop os e d congressional  districts  app ears 
at  Nor th C arolina S enate  Re districting C ommitte e  me et-
ing — Photo:  Ly nn B onner
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        Veteran SBA lender  and smal l 
business  advocate  br ings  25+ years 
of  exper ience  to  Durham-based bank
        M&F Bank,  one of  the  nat ion’s 
oldest  and most  t rusted Black-owned 
f inancia l  inst itut ions ,  i s  proud to 
announce the  appointment  of  Caro-
l ine  S .  Tay lor  as  it s  new S enior  Vice 
Pres ident  and Chief  Lending Of f icer.
       A nat ive  of  Angier,  NC,  Tay-
lor  br ings  more than 25 years  of 
lending exper t ise ,  with  a  reputat ion 
for  expanding SBA loan por t fol ios , 
bui lding high-per forming teams,  and 
championing smal l  business  growth 
across  the  S outheast  and beyond.
      “Carol ine  Tay lor  is  a  dynamic 
leader  who embodies  the  spir it  of 
ser v ice,  s t rateg y,  and innovat ion,” 
said  M&F Bank leadership.  “Her  pas-

s ion for  economic empowerment  and 
her  proven record in  Smal l  Business 
Administrat ion (SBA) lending wi l l 
s t rengthen our  miss ion and impact 
across  the  communit ies  we ser ve.”
       A Leader  in  SBA Lending and 
C ommunity  Banking
       Tay lor  has  held  execut ive  roles 
with  nat ional  SBA lending teams, 
where  she  s igni f icant ly  increased 
loan product ion and managed 
mult i-bi l l ion-dol lar  por t fol ios .  She 
current ly  ser ves  on the  Execut ive 
B oard of  the  Nat ional  Associat ion 
of  Government  Guaranteed Lend-
ers  (NAGGL) and is  a  former board 
member  of  the  NC Bankers  Associa-
t ion.
       A proud NC State  Univers ity 
a lumna,  Tay lor  holds  a  B.A.  in  Pol it-

ica l  S cience  and is  a  graduate  of  the 
prest ig ious  UVA Darden Execut ive 
Leadership Program.  Known for  her 
commitment  to  mentorship,  she  has 
bui lt  a  legac y of  support ing women 
in  f inance,  developing strong leader-
ship pipel ines ,  and foster ing inclu-
s ive  lending pract ices .
       With her  deep roots  in  North 
Carol ina  and nat ional  inf luence  in 
SBA f inance,  Carol ine  Tay lor’s  ap-
pointment  s ignals  a  new chapter  of 
growth and innovat ion at  M&F Bank. 
Her  leadership wi l l  play  a  key  role  in 
expanding access  to  capita l  for  mi-
nor ity-owned businesses  and under-
ser ved communit ies  throughout  the 
reg ion.

C aroline  S.  Tay lor

Ne w L end-
ing L eader 
Joins  M&F 
Bank to  Drive 
Smal l  Business 
Growth

by Sp e ctacu lar  Magazine

                                                                    ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
                                                                                     IFB 6768
                                        L ind le y  E lementar y  S cho ol  Rebui ld  –  Demo & Ab atement  Pack ages
                                                                           2700 C amden Ro ad
                                                                        Gre ensb oro,  NC 27403
 
S eale d bids  from pre qualif ie d trade contractors  only  for  Demo & Ab atement  Pack ages  w i l l  b e  re ceive d by the  Gui lford 
C ounty S cho ol  System unti l  2 :00 pm Tues day Ju ly  8 ,  2025,  at  GCS C entral  Off ice  at  714 Gre en Val le y  Ro ad,  Ro om 2A 
on the  s e cond f lo or,  Gre ensb oro,  NC,  and imme diately  thereafter  op ene d to  furnish a l l  materia ls  and lab or  for  the 
proje ct  l iste d ab ove. 
 
Plans,  sp e cif ic ations,  and contract  do cuments  may b e  obtaine d from the pre qualif ie d trade contractors  only.  Inter-
este d lower  t ier  trade contractors  may contact  D.A.  Everett/C hristman,  a  Joint  Venture  (Attn:  Kim Ne es e,  emai l :  k im.
ne es e@christmanco.com) to  obtain contact  information for  the  pre qualif ie d trade contractors . 
 
Questions  regarding the  bid shou ld b e  dire cte d in  w riting to  D.A.  Everett/C hristman,  a  Joint  Venture  (Attn:  Kim 
Ne es e,  emai l :  k im.ne es e@christmanco.com) 
 
A brief  des cription of  work in  the  proje ct  fol lows:   a  ne w 3-stor y,  approximately  106,000 SF PK-5 elementar y  s cho ol 
w ith ass o ciate d site  improvements,  s ite  access ,  p ark ing,  and complete  bui lding systems.  The existing s cho ol  bui ld-
ings,  infrastr ucture,  and hards c ap es  w i l l  b e  demolishe d for  the  constr uction of  the  ne w s cho ol  bui lding.

The work ass o ciate d w ith this  bid p ack age BP1 is  WC01 Demolition and WC01A Ab atement .   Al l  work assigne d to 
each bid p ack age shal l  b e  include d in  a  sing le  sub contract  to  the  successfu l  pre qualif ie d bidder  for  each bid p ack age.

A Pre-Bid C onference  w i l l  b e  held 9:00 AM on Monday,  June 23,  2025,  in  the  me dia  center  at  L ind le y  E lementar y 
S cho ol  lo c ate d at  2700 C amden Ro ad,  Gre ensb oro,  NC.  Bidders  are  a l l  encourage d to  attend. 

Bidders  must  b e  prop erly  l icens e d for  the  work in  accordance w ith S e ction 87 of  the  Nor th C arolina G eneral  Statutes .   
 
Bid B onds are  re quire d for  any p ack age over  $500,000.  Bids  may not  b e  w ithdraw n or  change d for  a  p erio d of  60 days 
after  the  s che du le d c losing time for  the  re ceipt  of  bids. 
  
The B o ard res er ves  the  r ig ht  to  reje ct  any or  a l l  bids  pres ente d and to  waive  any informalities  and irregu larities .   

 
Gui lford C ounty S cho ols 
Velicia  Mo ore
Dire ctor  of  Purchasing
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                                                                                     NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Pie dmont Triad Air p or t  Authority  w i l l  re ceive  Bids  for  the  Rehabi l itate  Taxiway K –  Bid Pack age 1  Proje ct ,  in  the  Stanle y 
Frank B o ard Ro om at  the  Pie dmont Triad International  Air p or t ,  unti l  10:00 am on Thurs day,  August  7 ,  2025,  at  w hich time and 
place  a l l  Bids  re ceive d w i l l  b e  public ly  op ene d and read a loud.  Bids  re ceive d after  10:00 am on August  7 ,  2025,  w i l l  not  b e  accept-
e d.

This  proje ct  consists  of  demolition of  existing airf ield  p avements,  ear thwork,  erosion control  items,  insta l lation and re configura-
tion of  storm drainage systems,  constr uction of  ne w airf ield  p avement ,  airf ield  ele ctric al ,  s e e ding,  mu lching,  and other  incidental 
i tems ne cessar y  to  complete  the  proje ct .

Bid S e curity  e qual  to  5% of  the  total  Bid is  re quire d in  the  form of  a  c ash dep osit  or  a  Bid B ond.  C ontract  S e curity  in  the  form of 
100% Performance and Pay ment  B onds w i l l  b e  re quire d.  No Bid may b e  w ithdraw n after  c losing time for  the  re ceipt  of  Bids  for  a 
p erio d of  ninety  (90)  cons e cutive  c a lendar  days.

A Pre-Bid C onference  Me eting w i l l  b e  held at  the  Stanle y  Frank B o ard Ro om at  the  Pie dmont Triad International  Air p or t  on Tues-
day,  Ju ly  16,  2025,  at  2 :00 pm.  The pur p os e  of  this  me eting is  to  fami l iariz e  the  prosp e ctive  bidders  w ith the  prop os e d proje ct .  The 
me eting w i l l  cover  contract  s cop e,  s e curity  b adging re quirements  bid items,  s che du le  re quirements,  and any questions  from thos e 
in  attendance.  A repres entative  of  the  Authority  and the  Engine er  w i l l  b e  on hand to  resp ond to  questions  from p otentia l  Bidders 
in  attendance.  Minutes  from this  me eting w i l l  b e  made avai lable  v ia  addendum.

Questions  relating to  the  C ontract  and C ontract  Do cuments  must  b e  submitte d in  w riting to  the  Engine er  at  ty ler.b ai le y1@jacobs.
com no later  than We dnes day,  Ju ly  29,  2025,  at  5 :00 pm.  Bidding and C ontract  Do cuments  are  avai lable  and may b e  examine d at 
the  fol low ing lo c ation:

Pie dmont Triad Air p or t  Authority
1000A Te d Johns on Parkway
Gre ensb oro,  Nor th C arolina 27409

Bidding and C ontract  Do cuments  may b e  obtaine d digita l ly  only  and w i l l  b e  avai lable  b eginning Ju ly  7 ,  2025.  Pleas e  contact  Ty ler 
Bai le y  w ith Jacobs  Engine ering at  ty ler.b ai le y1@jacobs.com or  by  phone at  336.681.0596.  There  is  no cost  for  digita l  plans. 

E ach Bidder  shal l  b e  pre qualif ie d by Nor th C arolina Dep ar tment  of  Transp or tation,  and any sub contractors  shal l  b e  pre qualif ie d 
prior  to  star t  of  work.  E ach Bidder  must  b e  prop erly  l icens e d under  C hapter  87,  G eneral  Statutes  of  Nor th C arolina (G.S.  87-15). 
E ach Bidder  shal l  cer ti f y,  by  submission of  a  prop osal ,  that  neither  it  nor  its  princip als  is  pres ently  deb arre d,  susp ende d,  prop os e d 
for  deb arment ,  de clare d inel ig ible,  or  voluntari ly  exclude d from p ar ticip ation in  this  transaction by any Fe deral  dep ar tment  or 
agenc y or  the  State  of  Nor th C arolina. 

The Pie dmont Triad Air p or t  Authority  res er ves  the  r ig ht  to  waive  any informalities  or  irregu larities  in  or  to  reje ct  any or  a l l  Bids 
and to  award or  refrain from awarding the  C ontract  for  the  work,  w hiche ver  is  de eme d to  b e  in  the  Authority ’s  b est  interest .

Tit le  VI  S olicitation Notice:
The Pie dmont Triad Air p or t  Authority,  in  accordance w ith the  prov isions  of  Tit le  VI  of  the  Civ i l  R ig hts  Act   of  1964 (78 Stat .  252, 
42  U.S.C.  §§  2000d to  2000d-4)  and the  Regu lations,  hereby notif ies  a l l  bidders  that  it  w i l l  af f irmatively  ensure  that  w ith resp e ct 
to  any contract  entere d into pursuant  to  this  adver tis ement ,  disadvantage d business  enter pris es  w i l l  b e  af forde d fu l l  and fair 
opp or tunity  to  submit  bids  in  resp ons e  to  this  inv itation and w i l l  not  b e  dis criminate d against  on the  grounds of  race,  color,  or 
national  origin in  consideration for  an award.
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<Tr ump’s 

       A bust  of  Rev.  Dr.  Mart in  Luther  King Jr.  that  for-
mer Pres ident  Barack Obama moved into  the  O val  Of-
f ice  has  been moved out  by  Pres ident  Donald Trump, 
causing back lash on socia l  media . 
       White  House  of f ic ia ls  conf irmed Trump moved the 
bronze bust ,  which by def init ion is  a  sculpted or  cast 
representat ion of  the  upper  par t  of  the  human body, 
into  a  pr ivate  dining room,  used for  pr ivate  meet ings 
and lunches  with  senior  staf f .  Adding “ inter ior  decora-
tor”  to  his  résumé,  the  O val  Of f ice  now holds  remnants 
of  gold  ornaments  surrounding door  f rames,  gold  f igu-
r ines  on the  f i replace  mant le ,  and a  f ramed copy of  the 
Declarat ion of  Independence hidden behind blue  velvet 
cur tains .
       A bust  of  Winston Churchi l l ,  the  former Pr ime 
Minister  of  the  United Kingdom, was  a lso  moved back 
in  on Trump’s  f i rst  day back at  the  White  House,  accord-
ing to  USA Today. 
       The bust  of  King remained in  place  dur ing Trump’s 
f i rst  term,  prompting cr it ics  to  quest ion why the  change 
is  suddenly  occurr ing .  S ocia l  media  users  cr it ic ized the 
incumbent  pres ident  for  his  e f for ts  to  reverse  decis ions 
made under  the  Biden-Harr is  administrat ion and other 
Democrat ic  administrat ions .  In  mid-June 2025,  Trump 
announced he  would be  re instat ing the  names of  sev-
en Army bases  named af ter  C onfederate  soldiers .  The 

announcement  was  made dur ing an appearance at  For t 
Bragg in  North Carol ina ,  changed to  For t  L iber ty  by  Joe 
Biden. 
       Users  l ike  @uncat f ishable  touched on the  hypocr isy 
the  Pres ident  is  showing af ter  years  of  c laiming he  isn’t 
a  racist .  “L ast  week it  was  renaming For ts  to  confederate 
names.  This  week it’s  removing MLK bust  f rom the  O val 
Of f ice ,”  he  wrote. 
       @RichardAng win ca l led the  statue  removal  a  “dis-
gust ing s lap in  the  face.”
       “ Trump’s  removal  of  MLK Jr.’s  bust  f rom the  O val 
Of f ice  is  a  disgust ing s lap in  the  face  to  c iv i l  r ights ,  ex-
posing his  deep-seated racism and disdain for  equal ity,” 
Ang win said. 
       Other  comments  a l luded to  Trump “Keeping the 
Klan happy,”  and “ These  evi l  men need to  be  purged 
f rom our  nat ional  government .  By any means  necessar y.”
      Among severa l  other  reasons ,  this  may have  contr ib-
uted to  Trump being the  f i rst  pres ident  not  invited to 
the  NAACP Nat ional  C onvent ion in  116 years .
       The bust  found its  home in  the  O val  Of f ice  af-
ter  the  countr y ’s  f i rst  Afr ican American pres ident  was 
sworn in ,  re locat ing it  f rom the  White  House  l ibrar y. 
Previously,  the  image was  on loan f rom the  Smithsonian 
and arr ived at  the  l ibrar y  in  2000,  dur ing the  second 
term of  former Pres ident  Cl inton.

‘Histor y  Wi l l  Not 
B e Kind To This 
R acist  President’ : 
S o cia l  Me dia  Reacts 
To MLK Statue Re-
move d From O val 
Off ice
White  Hous e off icia ls  confirme d 
Tr ump move d the  bronz e bust  into 
a  private  dining ro om, us e d for 
private  me etings  and lunches  w ith 
s enior  staf f .

by Sharel le  B.  McNair
June 18,  2025

       North Carol ina  Gov.  Josh Ste in 
has  vetoed mult iple  bi l l s  led  by  Re-
publ icans  that  would have  resulted in 
DEI bans  throughout  the  state  gov-
ernment  and school  systems.
       The North Carol ina  Genera l 
Assembly  (NCGA) init ia l ly  passed 
the  three  bi l l s ,  as  the  state  house  and 
state  senate  both have  a  Republ ican 
major ity.  According to  The News and 
Obser ver,  the  axed bi l l s  sought  to 
e l iminate  DEI programs and init ia-
t ives  within the  state’s  agencies  and 
crack down on “div is ive  concepts” 
taught  in  its  publ ic  schools .
       As  he  vetoed one of  the  bi l l s , 
Ste in  emphasized the  importance 
of  divers ity  whi le  condemning any 
plans  to  “whitewash histor y.”
        “Our divers ity  is  our  st rength. 
We should not  whitewash histor y, 

pol ice  dorm room conversat ions ,  or 
ban books ,”  stated Ste in  in  his  mes-
sage.  “R ather  than fear ing di f ferent 
v iewpoints  and cracking down on 
f ree  speech,  we should ensure  our 
students  learn f rom diverse  perspec-
t ives  and form their  own opinions .”
       Approved by N.C.  Republ icans 
in  late  June,  the  ant i-DEI bi l l s  di-
rec t ly  targeted inclusive  messaging 
and pract ices .  House  Bi l l  171,  speci f-
ica l ly,  would have  banned state  agen-
cies  f rom using DEI concepts  in  their 
hir ing decis ions ,  a lso  st r ipping fund-
ing for  DEI-focused programming.
S enate  Bi l l  227 and S enate  Bi l l  558 
would have  essent ia l ly  done the  same 
within publ ic  grade schools  and uni-
vers it ies .
       Af ter  vetoing a l l  the  bi l l s ,  Gov. 
Ste in  condemned the  measures  and 

the  state  Republ icans .  He ca l led the 
proposed bans  a  move to  “distract” 
res idents  f rom more press ing issues .
       “At  a  t ime when teachers ,  law 
enforcement ,  and state  employees 
need pay raises  and people  need 
shor ter  l ines  at  the  DMV, the  leg is la-
ture  fai led to  pass  a  budget  and,  in-
stead,  wants  to  distract  us  by  stoking 
culture  wars  that  fur ther  div ide  us ,” 
expressed Ste in .  “ These  mean-spir-
ited bi l l s  would margina l ize  vulner-
able  people  and a lso  undermine the 
qual ity  of  publ ic  ser vices  and publ ic 
educat ion.”
        Despite  this ,  the  House  Repub-
l icans  could st i l l  get  the  bi l l s  passed, 
needing one more vote  to  get  a  ve-
to-proof  supermajor ity.  However, 
they  would need a  Democrat  to  vote 
with  them.

‘Diversity  Is  Our Streng ht: 
Nor th C arolina G ov.  Josh 
Stein Veto es  DEI Bans

Stein condemne d any plans  to 
‘w hite wash histor y ’  in  the  state’s 
public  s cho ols .

by Nahlah Ab dur-R ahman
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CONTACT  US

336-373-CITY
2 4 8 9

      On Ju ly  3 ,  2019,  the  f i rst 
CROWN Act  leg is lat ion was  s igned 
in  Cal i fornia  to  “Create  a  Respect fu l 
and Open World for  Natura l  Hair.” 
Now,  s ix  years  later,  on Nat ional 
Crown Day,  Black women around the 
countr y  are  celebrat ing the  ground-
breaking leg is lat ion that  prohibits 
discr iminat ion based on hair  sty le 
and texture. 
       A new sur vey f rom BLK’s 
#FreeYourCrown campaign shows 
something many of  us  have  a lready 
fe lt  in  our  souls  (and seen in  our 
se l f ies) :  the  re lat ionship between 
Black women and our  hair  is  evolv-
ing and thr iv ing .  According to  the 
f indings ,  60 .9% of  Black women say 
they wear  their  natura l  hair  a l l  the 
t ime,  and 79.5% feel  ver y  conf ident 
doing so  in  publ ic ,  even on a  f i rst 
date .  No stress ,  just  showing up as 
we are.

       “Natura l  hair  has  a lways  been 
a  symbol  of  conf idence,  indiv id-
ual ity,  and culture,”  said  Amber 
C ooper,  Brand Manager  at  BLK in 
a  press  re lease  shared with thGrio. 
“For  so  long,  Black women were 
made to  feel  l ike  they had to  change 
who they were  to  be  accepted.  With 
#FreeYourCrown,  we’re  not  just  cele-
brat ing natura l  hair  — we’re  creat ing 
space  for  Black women to  be  seen, 
upl i f ted,  and supported at  ever y 
stage  of  their  journey.”     
       We’ve  come a  long way f rom 
hiding our  curls  under  f lat  i rons  or 
sew-ins  out  of  fear  of  being seen as 
“unprofess ional”  or  “too much.”  But 
the  journey isn’t  over.  The data  a lso 
shows that  40% of  Black women have 
st i l l  exper ienced judgment  based on 
their  hair.  St i l l ,  the  CROWN Act  and 
the  natura l  hair  movement  have  and 
cont inue to  push the  conversat ion 

for ward. 
       To mark the  occasion,  BLK is 
encouraging users  to  update  their 
prof i le  pics  across  dat ing apps  and 
socia l  plat forms to  showcase  their 
natura l  hair  in  a l l  i t s  g lor y.  The 
plat form a lso  launched BLK B eauty 
C ommunity  ins ide  the  app,  a  space 
where  Black women can swap hair 
t ips ,  product  recommendat ions ,  and 
stor ies  that  feel  l ike  your  favor ite 
group chat .  Plus ,  f ive  lucky members 
who share  photos  of  their  natura l 
hair  in  the  group wi l l  win a  $500 
credit  for  a  sa lon v is it  with  a  Black 
sty l ist  of  their  choice.
       S o,  whether  you’re  a  Black 
woman who loves  to  rock her  f ro, 
bundles ,  braids ,  locs ,  or  anything in 
between,  remember  your  hair  is  your 
crown and don’t  le t  anyone t r y  to 
make you feel  ashamed of  it . 

Ju ly  3rd is  National  CROWN Day,  Black women are  lov ing 
their  natural  hair  — and now there’s  data  to  prove it

Haniyah Phi logene

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed proposals will be received until 3:00 pm EST on Thursday, July 31st, 2025, at 

North Carolina A&T State University  
DeHuguley Building, 

 
602 North Benbow Road  
Greensboro, NC 27411 

(Physical Address) 
 

or 
 

1601 East Market Street  
Greensboro, NC 27411 

(Mailing Address) 
 
 

ATTN: Kofi B. Yiadom, 

and immediately thereafter publicly opened and read for the construction of a new High-Tech 
Greenhouse. 

 

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held in the DeHuguley Building in the conference room  
at 3:00 pm EST on Thursday, July 17th, 2025. 

 
Complete plans and specifications for this project can be obtained as stated below: 

Bidding Documents may be viewed and ordered online by registering with Duncan Parnell via their bid 
room https://bidroom.duncan-parnell.com/. Downloads of the digital set of the bid documents are 

unlimited. 
 

Registration with Duncan Parnell is required to obtain the bid documents and be added to the official 
Plan Holder's List. Addenda will be notified to those on the official Plan Holder's List. 

 
The cost of printed bid documents and shipping is non-refundable and shall be paid directly to Duncan-

Parnell via their bidroom. Neither OWNER nor ARCHITECT will be responsible for copies of the bid 
documents obtained from sources other than from Duncan Parnell.  

 
If you need any assistance ordering or getting registered on https://bidroom.duncan-parnell.com/ 

please contact: Michaela Bruinius at constech@duncan-parnell.com.  
 

The state reserves the unqualified right to reject any and all proposals. 

14          THE GREENSBORO TIMES



15          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

In Small Business and Enterprise  

S A V E T H E D A T E
W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 4 , 2 0 2 5

P r e s e n t s

Enduring business success is built on the pillars of strategic
relationships, access to capital, operational capacity, and community
engagement. Join us for an afternoon of recognition and meaningful
dialogue designed to catalyze partnerships, scale opportunity, and

spotlight leaders shaping our regional economy.

G r e e n s b o r o , N C
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GALA 2025
JULY 19, 2025

G 5

unsung hero award
Alston/Jones International
Civil & Human Rights Award

The Hon. Henry “Mickey” Michaux Jr. Claudette Colvin

sit-in participant award

Vonn Kersey

keeper of the flame award

The Hon. Cyril Jefferson
lifetime community

service award

The Hon. Dr. Margaret Bourdeaux Arbuckle

trailblazer award
The Hon. Keisha Lance Bottoms

You are cordially invited
to the Civil Rights Museum’s Gala on

July 19 at the Koury Convention Center!

2025  HONOREES

Tickets and sponsorships are available.

You can reserve your spot at
www.sitinmovement.org/events,
or scan the QR code.

to the Civil Rights Museum’s Gala on
July 19 at the Koury Convention Center!

Tickets and sponsorships are available.

www.sitinmovement.org/events,

2025  HONOREES2025  HONOREES2025  HONOREES
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