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Thanksgiving and the African American 
Community: The Evolution of an American 
Holiday

p age,  4  -  Attorne y Ste ve  B owden>

       This  is  the  season of 
g iv ing thanks ,  and Thanks-
g iv ing ,  a  popular  American 
hol iday,  has  a  r ich histor y 
that  t ranscends  its  or ig ins 

as  a  colonia l  har vest  fest i -
va l .
       For  the  Black commu-
nity,  the  hol iday represents 
far  more  than turkey and 

cranberr y  sauce ;  i t  i s  a 
t ime to  ref lec t  on res i l -
ience,  unity,  and cultura l 
ident ity.  The popular ity  of 
this  hol iday among Afr ican 

B eth McKe e Huger  is  on the  dio cesan staff  of  the  Epis cop al 
Dio ces e  of  Nor th C arolina.  She laments  w hat  she  s e es  as  r is-
ing hatre d for  immigrants  in  the  U.S.

Dav id Ford/WFDD

 

 

Gre ensb oro Attorne y 
Ste ve  B owden re cepient 
of   Distinguishe d NC 
Bar Ass o ciation Award

     Prominent  loca l  Attorney, 
Steve  B owden is  the  recepient 
of  the  Noer th Carol ina  Bar 
Associat ion’s  John B.  McMil-
lan Dist inguished S er vice 
Award.  The John B.  McMil lan 
Dist inguished S er vice  Award 
program honors  current  and 
ret ired members  of  the  North 
Carol ina  State  Bar  through-
out  the  state  who have 
demonstrated exemplar y  ser-
v ice  to  the  lega l  profess ion. 
The award presentat ion wi l l 
occur  at  the  Greensboro Bar 
Associat ion luncheon on No-
vember  20 at  12 :30pm at  the 
Greensboro C ountr y  Club. 
The Luncheon speaker  is   NC 
Chief  Just ice  Paul  Newby.
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Thanksgiv ing-  p age 4  >

“No Kings  Protests   -  p age 4>

       Thousands  join peace-
fu l  “No Kings”  protests 
across  Greensboro
From the  steps  of  the  Gui l-
ford C ounty  C ourthouse  to 
the  s idewalks  of  Wendover 
Avenue,  thousands  of  peo-

ple  spent  their  Saturday 
af ternoon taking par t  in 
“No Kings”  protests  across 
Greensboro.
        The demonstrat ions 
were  par t  of  a  nat ionwide 
movement  ca l l ing for  fair-

ness ,  accountabi l ity  and 
the  protect ion of  democ-
rac y.  Protesters  waved 
s igns ,  chanted and cheered 
as  pass ing cars  honked in 
support .
       “ This  is  the  only 

Thousands join p eacefu l  “No Kings” 
protests  across  Gre ensb oroStor y by L auren Tear
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       The status  of  the  cont inua-
t ion of  food stamp benef its  to  those 
Americans  in  need is  quest ionable . 
The Supplementa l  Nutr it ion Pro-
gram (SNAP) has  helped low-income 
Americans  buy grocer ies  for  de-
cades  with  few except ions .  Now the 
federa l  government  has  ha lted the 
f low of  funds  to  states  to  distr ibute 
SNAP benef its  because  of  the  Trump 
administrat ion’s  government  shut-
down.  More than 41 mi l l ion Ameri-

cans  get  SNAP benef its .  The program 
cost  was  $100 mi l l ion in  2024.Biden 
s igned two pieces  of  leg is lat ion in 
2021 that  tempora l ly  increase  the 
maximum SNAP benef its  by  15% 
through 2021 –  the  height  of  the 
pandemic  ef fec ts  on the  economy.
       According to  data  f rom the  US 
Depar tment  of  Agr iculture  (USDA), 
most  households  gett ing SNAP ben-
ef its  include chi ldren and older 
adults .  Nearly  60% of  Americans 

enrol led in  Snap are  e ither  chi ldren 
under  18  adults  over  60  or  older. 
About  1  in  5  non-elderly  adults  with 
SNAP benef its  have  a  disabi l ity.  The 
largest  share  of  Americans  receiv ing 
food stamps are  White  fami l ies  with 
chi ldren.  Around 55% of  a l l  fami-
l ies  that  receive  food stamp benef its 
include at  least  one employed adult , 
not  earning enough wages  to  move 
out  of  pover ty  and to  be  able  to  feed 
their  fami ly.   

by Gb oroTimes
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Who G ets  Fo o d Stamps?  White 
Pe ople  are  the  largest  racia l  group 
re ceiv ing SNAP b enef its

Data disp el  racia l  stere otyp e more Blacks  on welfare 
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Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 
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The Bridge Market  Place  held its  r ibb on cutting ceremony this  p ast  we ekend.  Pop-up Shopp es  Ever y  We ek-end Year  round 
on Friday Saturday and Sundays.  Fo o d Tr ucks,  L ive  Enter tainment ,  vendors  and much more.  R ibb on Cutting Par ticip ants 
include d Kim B.  Mark,  CEO, her  husb and,  Keith Mark,  their  Daug hter  C ac aria  Harris ,  Ap ostle  Reginal  Hol l iday and his 
w ife  L inda.  The Bridge Market  Place,  404 E ast  Market  Stre et ,  Gre ensb oro.  C ontact :  Kim B.  Mark -  (336)  707-  1318.
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Americans  is  rooted in  a  blend of 
histor ica l ,  cu ltura l ,  and communal 
t radit ions  that  have  evolved over  the 
years  (Bl ight ,  2001) .
       In  the  early  days  of  Thanks-
g iv ing ,  the  hol iday was  not  direc t-
ly  celebrated by enslaved Afr icans . 
However,  food and gather ing—cen-
tra l  e lements  of  the  hol iday—played 
a  v ita l  role  in  enslaved communi-
t ies .  Despite  harsh condit ions ,  our 
ancestors  used communal  meals  as 
an opportunity  to  celebrate  sur viv-
a l ,  preser ve  their  her itage,  and f ind 
moments  of  joy  (R aboteau,  2004) . 
These  gather ings  of ten mirrored the 
col lec t ive  spir it  that  Thanksgiv ing 
embodies  today. 
       As  enslaved Afr icans  adopted 
Christ ianity,  they  connected Thanks-
g iv ing to  bibl ica l  themes of  del iv-
erance  and grat itude,  incorporat ing 
these  va lues  into  their  own celebra-
t ions  (Wil l iams,  2005) .  Though they 
were  excluded f rom formal  hol iday 
obser vances ,  they  found ways  to 
honor the  spir it  of  Thanksgiv ing 
through prayer,  s tor ytel l ing ,  and 
shar ing food.  The creat iv ity  fur ther 
shows the  res i l ience  of  the  Black 
community,  no matter  the  l imita-
t ions  that  were  put  on them.

The Role  of  Freedmen and Post-Civi l 
War Tradit ions

After  the  Civi l  War and emancipa-
t ion,  Thanksgiv ing became a  symbol 
of  f reedom for  many newly  f reed 
Afr ican Americans .  In  the  post-Re-
construct ion S outh,  Black churches 
began to  incorporate  Thanksgiv ing 

into  their  worship ser vices ,  empha-
s iz ing grat itude for  f reedom, fam-
i ly,  and faith  (Bl ight ,  2001) .  These 
gather ings  of ten included “pot luck” 
meals ,  where  community  members 
brought  their  best  dishes  to  share—a 
tradit ion that  remains  a  cornerstone 
of  Black Thanksgiv ing celebrat ions . 
       Dur ing this  per iod,  Thanksgiv-
ing a lso  became a  t ime for  Afr ican 
Americans  to  asser t  their  cu ltura l 
ident ity.  Food,  a  powerful  symbol  of 
her itage,  played a  cr it ica l  role .  Dish-
es  l ike  sweet  potatoes ,  greens ,  and 
cornbread—adapted f rom Afr ican 
and S outhern cuis ines—became sta-
ples  at  Thanksgiv ing tables ,  blend-
ing Afr ican cul inar y  t radit ions  with 
American customs (Opie,  2008) .

The Great  Migrat ion and Cultura l 
Expansion

      The Great  Migrat ion (1916–
1970)  brought  mi l l ions  of  Afr ican 
Americans  f rom the  rura l  S outh to 
urban centers  in  the  North and West . 
As  they sett led into  new commu-
nit ies ,  Thanksgiv ing became a  way 
to  maintain t ies  to  S outhern roots 
whi le  adapt ing to  new environments 
(Wilkerson,  2010) .  In  c it ies  l ike  Chi-
cago,  Detroit ,  and New York,  Black 
fami l ies  gathered around Thanksgiv-
ing tables  to  celebrate  not  just  the 
hol iday but  their  col lec t ive  sur viva l 
and progress . 
       It  was  dur ing this  t ime that 
Thanksgiv ing evolved into  a  com-
munal  celebrat ion.  Churches ,  c iv ic 
organizat ions ,  and even jazz  c lubs 
hosted Thanksgiv ing events ,  turning 

the  hol iday into  a  plat form for  both 
ref lec t ion and socia l  connect ion (Le-
mann,  1992) .

Modern Day Signif icance

       Today,  Thanksgiv ing in  the 
Black community  is  deeply  t ied to 
fami ly  and culture.  The hol iday is 
marked by express ions  of  grat itude, 
but  it  a lso  ser ves  as  a  celebrat ion of 
Black excel lence,  histor y,  and sur-
viva l .  S oul  food,  rooted in  Afr ican 
American tradit ions ,  takes  cen-
ter  stage,  with  dishes  l ike  mac and 
cheese,  col lard greens ,  and candied 
yams showcasing the  community ’s 
creat iv ity  and cul inar y  br i l l iance 
(Mi l ler,  2013) . 
       In  addit ion,  Thanksgiv ing has 
become a  t ime for  stor ytel l ing , 
where  e lders  pass  down fami ly  his-
tor ies ,  and tradit ions  are  reaf f irmed. 
It’s  a  hol iday where  spir itua l ity  and 
culture  intersect ,  with  prayers  of 
thanks  and acknowledgment  of  col-
lec t ive  st ruggles  and tr iumphs (Har-
grove,  2021) . 
       Thanksgiv ing’s  popular ity  in  the 
Black community  is  a  testament  to 
our  abi l ity  to  redef ine  and reclaim 
tradit ions .  From its  painful  roots  in 
enslavement  to  it s  current  role  as 
a  day of  fami ly,  faith ,  and cultura l 
pr ide,  Thanksgiv ing ref lec ts  the  re-
s i l ience  and adaptabi l ity  of  Afr ican 
Americans .  It  i s  more  than a  meal ;  i t 
i s  a  celebrat ion of  ident ity,  commu-
nity,  and the  enduring spir it  of  grai-
tude. 

Thanksgiv ing from p age -1

“No Kings  Protests”  from p age -  1
countr y  that  I ’ve  got  to  defend,” 
said  81-year-old  Jim Pitts ,  who a lso 
protested dur ing the  c iv i l  r ights 
movement  in  the  1960s .  “ There’s  a 
cont inuity  here.  There’s  the  spir-
it  of  Americans  who appreciate  the 
chance to  make a  better  society  for 
ever yone.”
       A C onst itut ion and America 
doesn’t  recognize  k ings .
       Younger  generat ions  joined in 
too,  saying they wanted to  use  their 
voices  to  ca l l  for  change.

      “I ’m kind of  hoping that  it  sends 
a  message  to  Trump that  we’re  not 
scared,  we’re  not  gonna back down,” 
said  DJ  Peoples .  “ The people  have 
the  power,  and we’re  not  gonna g ive 
up without  a  f ight .”
      Many par t ic ipants  descr ibed the 
day as  peacefu l  and welcoming.
      “I ’ve  never  fe lt  unsafe .  This  is  a 
ver y  safe  way to  par t ic ipate  in  de-
mocrac y,”  one protester  said.  An-
other  added,  “Ever yone’s  been ver y 
chi l l .  S omeone gave  me this  s ign 

today — ever yone’s  been ver y  nice.”
       S ome parents  brought  their 
chi ldren a long,  saying they wanted 
them to  see  the  importance  of  f ree 
speech and c iv ic  ac t ion f irsthand.
       “We’re  showing them what  de-
mocrac y means ,”  one mother  said. 
“We’re  showing them that  they have 
the  r ight  to  protest ,  and they don’t 
have  to  feel  af raid  to  say  what  they 
bel ieve.”
       Pol ice  repor ted no acts  of  v io-
lence  or  incidents  at  e ither  s ite .

      Members  of  the  Bar  are  encour-
aged to  nominate  col leagues  who 
have  demonstrated outstanding ser-
v ice  to  the  profess ion.   The Dist in-
guished S er vice  committee  eva luates 
nominees  based on,  but  not  l imited 
to,  the  fol lowing cr iter ia :

Cult ivat ing knowledge of  the  law 
beyond its  use  for  c l ients ,  employ-
ing that  knowledge in  reform of  the 
law,  and working to  st rengthen lega l 

educat ion.

Further ing the  publ ic’s  understand-
ing of  and conf idence in  the  ru le  of 
law and the  just ice  system.

Devot ing profess ional  t ime and 
resources  and providing c iv ic  lead-
ership to  ensure  equal  access  to  our 
system of  just ice  for  a l l  those  who, 
because  of  economic or  socia l  barr i-
ers ,  cannot  af ford or  secure  adequate 

lega l  counsel .

Providing profess ional  ser v ices  at 
no fee  or  a  reduced fee  to  persons  of 
l imited means  or  to  publ ic  ser vice  or 
char itable  groups  or  organizat ions , 

       Attorney B owden is  a lso  Chair-
man of  the  George  C.  Simkins  Me-
moria l  PAC.  The PAC is  the  most 
powerful  Pol it ica l  Act ion C ommittee 
in  Gui l ford C ounty.

Attorne y Ste ve  B owden from p age 1  >
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What’s  the  B est  Time to  G et  a  Flu Shot?  Do ctors  E xplain 
What  to  E xp e ct  for  the  2025-2026 S eas on
As f lu  s eas on nears ,  exp er ts  encourage p e ople  to  get  their  annual  f lu  vaccine.  Here’s  the  b est  t ime to 
get  the  f lu  shot ,  how long it  lasts ,  s ide  ef fe cts  and more.

       It ' s  of f ic ia l ly  fa l l ,  w hich means 
respirator y  v ir us  s eas on is  r ig ht 
around the  corner,  and it ' s  now the 
b est  t ime to  get  your f lu  shot ,  the 
most  ef fe ctive  way to  prote ct  your-
s elf  against  inf luenza this  w inter.
       The f lu  is  a  common and hig h-
ly  contagious  respirator y  i l lness 
that  spi kes  e ver y  year  in  the  cold-
er  months,  s ickening mi l l ions  and 
k i l l ing thousands.  Anyone c an get 
s ick  w ith inf luenza,  but  s ome p e o-
ple  are  at  hig her  r isk  for  s e vere 
dis eas e  and complic ations.
       The s eas onal  f lu  vaccine is 
safe  and ef fe ctive.  In  addition to 
pre venting i l lness ,  i t  pre vents  hos-
pita l izations  and deaths.  G etting 
vaccinate d is  easy  — in c as e  you 
miss e d it ,  TODAY co-hosts  rol le d 
up their  s le e ves  and got  their  shots 
l ive  on the  show to  prove it .
      The U.S.  C enters  for  Dis eas e 
C ontrol  and Pre vention has  ap-
prove d mu ltiple  f lu  shots  for  the 
2025-2026 s eas on,  including stan-
dard-dos e  shots ,  hig h-dos e  shots 
and nasal  mists .
      Despite  shifting C OVID vaccine 
re commendations,  the  guidance 
around inf luenza vaccines  is  the 
same:  The CD C re commends f lu 
shots  for  e ver yone 6  months  and 
older  (w ith rare  exceptions) .
      When is  the  b est  t ime to  get  a 
f lu  shot  this  year,  and w hat  c an we 
exp e ct  for  the  2025-2026 f lu  s ea-
s on? Here 's  w hat  to  k now.

What  Is  the  B est  Time to  G et  a  Flu 
Shot?

       "The adv ice  has  b e en simi lar 
for  many years ,  and real ly  the  b est 
t ime to  get  the  f lu  shot  is  b efore 
the  end of  Octob er,"  Dr.  Megan 
B erman,  profess or  of  me dicine  at 
the  University  of  Texas  Me dic al 
Branch,  tel ls  TODAY.com.
      Another  easy  way to  rememb er? 
G et  vaccinate d by Hal lowe en.  "It ' s 
corny,  but  I  tel l  my p atients ,  ' f lu 
b efore  b o o, '"  says  B erman.

      The f lu  shot  do es  not  work 
rig ht  away.  It  takes  ab out  two we eks 
after  getting vaccinate d for  the 
b o dy to  de velop enoug h antib o dies 
to  prote ct  against  inf luenza,  p er 
the  CD C.
      G etting the  f lu  shot  at  this  t ime 
a l lows immune prote ction to  bui ld 
up b efore  f lu  activ ity  ramps up and 
p eaks,  usual ly  b etwe en De cemb er 
and Febr uar y.

What  to  E xp e ct  for  the  2025-2026 
Flu S eas on

      According to  the  CD C ’s  “Flu-
Vie w ” sur vei l lance  rep or t  for  the 
we ek ending S ept .  20,  f lu  activ i-
ty  is  low national ly,  but  c as es  are 
exp e cte d to  increas e  in  the  coming 
we eks  and months.
       It’s  to o s o on to  tel l  how the 
2025-2026 f lu  s eas on w i l l  unfold. 
"Flu is  pre dictably  unpre dictable," 
says  B erman.
      The timing,  duration and s e ver-
ity  of  f lu  s eas on varies  from year 
to  year.  In  the  U.S. ,  f lu  s eas on c an 
b egin as  early  as  Octob er  and last 
unti l  as  late  as  May,  p er  the  CD C.
      S cientists  often lo ok to  the 
S outhern hemisphere  for  c lues , 
w here  f lu  activ ity  p eaks  b etwe en 
Apri l  and S eptemb er.
      Austral ia ,  often a  harbinger  for 
f lu  trends  in  the  U.S. ,had a  mo d-
erately  s e vere  2025 f lu  s eas on that 
got  off  to  a  late  star t ,  p er  CD C 
data.
      L ast  year 's  f lu  s eas on in  the 
U.S.  p eake d in  early  Febr uar y,  Dr. 
Sy ra  Madad,  an infe ctious  dis eas e 
epidemiologist  at  Har vard Univer-
sity ’s  B elfer  C enter,  tel ls  TODAY.
com.
      The 2024-2025 f lu  s eas on in  the 
U.S.  was  "a  hig h s e verity"  s eas on, 
w ith 43 mi l l ion i l lness es ,  560,000 
hospita l izations  and 38,000 deaths, 
the  CD C said in  a  rep or t  publishe d 
last  we ek.
      Thes e  include 280 p e diatric  f lu 
deaths,  the  hig hest  numb er re cord-

e d since  the  2009 sw ine f lu  p an-
demic ,  says  B erman.

Who Shou ld G et  the  Flu Shot?

       “Ever yone 6  months  and older, 
w ith rare  exceptions,  shou ld get  a 
f lu  vaccine e ver y  s eas on,”  the  CD C 
says.
      Vaccination is  one of  the  b est 
ways  to  pre vent  yours elf  from get-
ting sick  or  hospita l iz e d and dy ing 
from s eas onal  f lu,  says  Madad.
      The f lu  shot  is  esp e cia l ly  im-
p or tant  for  indiv iduals  at  hig her 
r isk  of  s e vere  inf luenza or  compli-
c ations  — such as  adu lts  over  65, 
chi ldren under  2,  pregnant  women 
and p e ople  w ith chronic  condi-
tions,  p er  the  CD C.
      It’s  safe  for  pregnant  p e ople  to 
get  the  inactivate d f lu  shot ,  w hich 
a ls o  prov ides  prote ction to  the 
b aby,  p er  the  CD C.
      “Inf luenza is  a  nasty  v ir us.  . . . 
The more we a l l  get  vaccinate d,  the 
b etter  we prote ct  ours elves  and oth-
ers ,”  Dr.  Wi l l iam S chaffner,  profes-
s or  of  infe ctious  dis eas es  at  Van-
derbi lt  University  Me dic al  C enter, 
pre v iously  told  TODAY.com.
       Unfor tunately,  f lu  vaccine rates 
are  de cl ining,  esp e cia l ly  among 
chi ldren,  says  Madad.  L ast  s eas on, 
nearly  90% of  the  chi ldren w ho 
die d from f lu  were  unvaccinate d, 
p er  the  CD C.

How L ong Do es  the  Flu Shot  L ast?

     The duration of  prote ction from 
the f lu  shot  varies  dep ending on 
the  p ers on and their  immune sys-
tem,  but  it  general ly  lasts  ab out  six 
months,  the  exp er ts  say.  If  you get 
the  vaccine in  Octob er,  you shou ld 
b e  prote cte d throug h the  w inter 
into March.
       Althoug h you’ l l  get  the  most 
prote ction by getting vaccinate d by 
the  end of  Octob er,  i t ' s  ne ver  “to o 
late”  to  get  the  f lu  shot ,  the  exp er ts 
emphasiz e.

by C aroline  Ke e
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Hel lo,  you k now,  b eing Black in  Americ a,  I  have  a  problem w ith “w hite  suprem-
ac y ” and White  supremicist .  Unfor tunately,  many on the  r ig ht  of  the  p olit ic a l 
sp e ctr um want  to  mislead by say ing thos e  w ho have a  problem w ith “w hite  su-
premac y ” are  “anti-w hite,”  and s o  the y quick ly  r ush to  dismantle  DEI p olicies 
and initiatives .  Thos e  w ho opp os e  w hite  supremac y are  not  anti-  w hite.  The y are 
against  w hite  racism against  Black p e ople.  Anti-w hite  racism refers  to  dis crimi-
nator y,  p olicies ,  s entiments  or  hosti l ity  against  p e ople  of  color.  Blacks  opp osing 
racist  actions  and racia l ly  motivate d mandates  and p olicies  p er p etrate d agaisnt 
them is  a  resp ons e  to  racism.  One is  the  v ictim of  racism,  and the  other  is  the 
p er p etrate d,  plain and simple.  The munipu lation of  language is  a  tr ick  and thos e 
w ho promote race  b as e d dicriminator y p olicies  k now it .

Hel lo,  you k now,  the  other  day I  was  driv ing by City  Hal l  and I  notice d the 
picture  signs  on the  grounds of  the  City  of  murder  v ictims of  gun v iolence  here 
in  the  City.  I ’ve  notice d it  b efore  but  for  s ome reas on s omething str uck me that 
s omething wasn’t  r ig ht .  There’s  s omething morbid and sad ab out  it .  Not  that 
the y shound not  b e  rememb ere d and not  forgotten,  but  nothing is  b eing done 
to  reslolve  the  s o cia l  i l l s  that  c aus e  their  deaths  in  the  f irst  place.  Is  a  grave-
yard display  an excus e  not  to  do anything?  Hold a  prayer  v igi l  and a  c and lel ig ht 
s er v ice  p erio dic al ly.  But  not  chal lenge the  City  and the  system that  place  them 
in je op ardy in  the  f irst  place.  You k now w hat  wou ld b e  toug h on crime? L iv-
ing wages,  fu l ly  funde d s cho ols ,  af fordable  housing .  universal  healthc are,  and 
rep arative  justice  and may b e a  l i it le  emp athy for  thos e  in  ne e d.  Honor them by 
tak ing action and promoting p olicies  for  real  s o cia l  change.
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Hel lo,  Veterans  Day is  next  month,  and I  want  to  take  the  t ime to  shout  out  to 
your readers  to  rememb er and honor Black veterans  on Veterans  Day.  Althoug h 
Black s oldiers  have  val iantly  s er ve d in  the  mi l itar y  since  the  Re volutionar y 
War,  their  sacrif ice,  contributions,  and valor  are  often tragic al ly  overlo oke d 
by the  “ land of  the  fre e  and home of  the  brave.”  Many laid  dow n their  l ives  for 
a  countr y  that  dehumaniz e d them as  s e cond-class  c it iz ens  w ith the  p er vasive 
force  of  racia l  injustice.  As  the y s er ve d their  nation by f ig hting for  fre e dom in 
foreign lands,  the y  were  denie d b asic  human rig hts  in  their  ow n countr y.  On 
this  years  Veterans  Day,  I  hop e a l l  in  our  city  w i l l  w i l l  rememb er the  r ich lega-
c y  of  Black s oldiers  and treat  them sp e cia l ,  and thank them for  their  s er v ice.

G o o d Afterno on,  he y  I  consider  mys elf  “Woke” and proud of  it .You may want 
to  c a l l  i t  p ol it ic a l  corre ctness :  I  c a l l  i t  b eing resp e ctfu l  and display ing common 
human de cenc y for  p e ople  w ho are  dif ferent  than you.  S o,  w hen p e ople  say  we 
ne e d to  get  r id  of  b eing p olitic a l ly  corre ct  or  “Woke,”  a l l  I  hear  is  that  you w i l l 
no longer  display  resp e ct  and human de cenc y toward others .

Great  day,  I ’ve  b e en in  a  great  relationship for  the  last  s ix  months,  w ith the  man 
of  my dreams.  Whene ver  an authentic  G entleman is  tr u ly  intereste d and appre ci-
ates  a  woman,  oh yes  she  w i l l  def initely  k now it .  He accommo dates  her  a  lot  in  s o 
many ways  and he  makes  sure  he  resp onds to  her  at  least  the  majority  of  her  texts 
and other  messages.  No ne e d to  play  games w ith each other.  Stop questioning i f 
you are  go o d enoug hfor  s ome one and star t  wondering i f  the y  are  go o d enoug h for 
you.  L ove is  a  b eautifu l  thing. 

Want  to  s end a  shout  out  to  a l l  your readers .  If  you c an make s ome one smi le, 
do it—you ne ver  k now the  b att les  the y ’re  facing,  and your k indness  mig ht  b e 
exact ly  w hat  the y ne e d.
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Effor ts  to  Eras e  Black Histor y  and 
End DEI Wi l l  Fai l

 E arl  Jones,  Publisher  
 The Gre ensb oro Times          

       As  a  young kid  at  7 ,8  and 9  years 
old  in  the  1950s ,  i f  you were  exposed 
to  the  new technolog y at  the  t ime, 
te lev is ion,  you would think Afr ican 
Americans  didn’t  exist  in  America . 
Gunsmoke,  Leave  It  To B eaver,  Father 
Knows B est ,  L ass ie ,  Andy Gri f f in 
and the  Rif leman featured a l l -White 
towns and an a l l  White  wi ld,  wi ld 
west .  Of  course,  Afr ican Americans 
l ived in  ever y  town in  America  f rom 
the  east  coast  to  the  west  coast  and 
the  “JimCrow” S outh,  the  Mid-West 
and ever y  reg ion of  America .  We 
were  pioneers  and heroes  of  the  wi ld 
wi ld  west .  As  a  Matter  of  fac t ,  s ince 
this  is  NFL footba l l  season,  the  word 
“C owboys”  or ig inated f rom the  abi l i -
ty  of  Blacks  to  break cer t ian untamed 
and unbreakable  wi ld  horses  that 
White  men couldn’t  break,  hence,  the 
word “C owboys .”  White  America  was 
se l f -delusional  at  the  t ime,  as  ref lec t-
ed in  early  te lev is ion ser ies  that  pre-
sented a  make bel ieve  fantasy  world 
that  was  absent  of  rea l ity.  America 
couldn’t  erase  us  then and can’t  erase 
us  now.
       S ince  Trump took the  Oath of 
Of f ice  in  Januar y,  ear l ier  this  year,  
h is  administrat ion has  issued execu-
t ive  orders  and taken del iberate  steps 
to  rol l  back divers ity,  equity,  and 
inclusion (DEI)  init iat ives ,  suppress 
the  teaching of  Black histor y,  and un-
dermine reparat ive  just ice  programs. 
These  ac t ions  f it  into  a  long Ameri-
can pattern of  back lash against  prog-
ress .  But  histor y  te l ls  us  something 
reassur ing:  such ef for ts  never  last . 
They may s low the  march of  just ice , 
but  they cannot  stop it .
       For  centur ies ,  there  have  been 

attempts  to  erase  or  distor t  the  stor y 
of  Black America—from banning the 
teaching of  s laver y  dur ing Jim Crow 
to  restr ic t ing discuss ions  of  systemic 
racism today.  Yet  the  t ruth endures . 
The fac ts  of  histor y  are  too wel l -doc-
umented,  too widely  shared,  and too 
deeply  fe lt  to  be  erased.  The archives , 
ora l  t radit ions ,  and cultura l  expres-
s ions  of  Black l i fe  are  woven into 
the  nat ion’s  fabr ic .  Suppress ing them 
only  ensures  they wi l l  return stron-
ger  and more v is ible  than before.
       The next  generat ion of  Ameri-
cans  is  the  most  diverse  in  histor y. 
They have  grown up in  classrooms, 
workplaces ,  and communit ies  that 
ref lec t  many cultures  and ident it ies . 
They see  inclusion not  as  a  pol it ica l 
s logan but  as  a  socia l  rea l ity.  Whi le 
older  pol it ic ians  may cl ing to  old 
hierarchies ,  younger  c it izens—vot-
ers ,  teachers ,  and entrepreneurs—are 
shaping a  future  that  va lues  represen-
tat ion and fairness .  The demograph-
ics  of  America  make any long-term 
reversa l  of  DEI not  just  unl ikely  but 
impossible .
       Major  univers it ies ,  corporat ions , 
and nonprof its  have  invested deep-
ly  in  DEI because  they understand 
it  dr ives  excel lence,  innovat ion,  and 
credibi l ity.  Inclusion isn’t  char i-
ty—it’s  s t rateg y.  Even when federa l 
pol ic ies  shi f t ,  most  inst itut ions  wi l l 
maintain and strengthen their  di-
vers ity  commitments  because  the 
a lternat ive  is  regress ion,  i r re levance, 
and reputat ional  damage.  America’s 
most  successfu l  organizat ions  a lready 
know the  t ruth:  equity  is  not  a  pol it -
ica l  t rend;  i t’s  a  compet it ive  advan-
tage.

      The United States  cannot  isolate 
it se l f  f rom the  g lobal  va lues  of  diver-
s ity  and human r ights .  From business 
to  diplomac y,  g lobal  par tners  expect 
accountabi l ity  and inclusiveness . 
Retreat ing f rom DEI would weaken 
America’s  mora l  s tanding and eco-
nomic leadership.  In  a  connected 
world,  you cannot  c lose  the  door  on 
progress  without  c los ing the  door  on 
opportunity.
       Rev.  Dr.  Mart in  Luther  King, 
Jr.  once  said,  “  the  arc  of  the  moral 
universe  is  long but  it  bends  toward 
just ice .”  Ever y  ef for t  to  s i lence  or 
stop socia l  just ice  movements  has , 
paradoxica l ly,  made them stronger. 
The same energ y that  t r ied to  impede 
the  Civi l  Rights  Movement  in  the 
1960s  fueled the  ver y  movement  that 
changed the  nat ion.  The back lash 
against  DEI and Black histor y  is  do-
ing the  same today—mobi l iz ing edu-
cators ,  s tudents ,  ar t ists ,  c iv i l  r ights 
ac t iv ists  and communit ies  to  defend 
truth and demand just ice .  The more 
loudly  some tr y  to  suppress  these 
voices ,  the  more determined and 
united they become. 
       The Trump administrat ion’s 
campaign to  erase  Black histor y  and 
dismant le  equity  init iat ives  may 
succeed in  making noise ,  but  not  in 
making histor y.  America’s  s tor y—at 
its  best—is  one of  progress  through 
struggle ,  of  renewal  af ter  repress ion. 
The t ruth of  who we are  and who 
we can be  wi l l  out last  any execut ive 
order.
The march toward just ice  may be 
s lowed,  but  it  wi l l  not  stop.
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                                                       BIDDER PREQUALIFICATION REQUEST
                                                                   Gui lford C ounty S cho ols
                                                         L ind le y  E lementar y  S cho ol  Rebui ld

NOTICE TO C ONTR ACTORS:    D.A.  Everett/C hristman,  A Joint  Venture  is  the  C onstr uction Manager  @ R isk 
for  Gui lford C ounty S cho ols  (“O w ner ”)  on the  L ind le y  E lementar y  S cho ol  Rebui ld  proje ct  lo c ate d at  2700 
C amden Ro ad in  Gre ensb oro,  Nor th C arolina.  We are  s e ek ing to  pre-qualif y  f irst-tier  constr uction trade and 
sp e cia lty  contractors  w ho w ish to  submit  bids  for  furnishing lab or,  materia ls ,  e quipment ,  and to ols  to  p er-
form the work as  des crib e d in  sp e cif ic  Bid Pack ages,  w hich together  make up the  work to  b e  p erforme d in its 
entirety. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:   L ind le y  E lementar y  Rebui ld  is  p ar t  of  the  2022 b ond proje ct .  This  proje ct  includes 
a  ne w thre e-stor y,  approximately  109,000 SF PK-5 elementar y  s cho ol  w ith ass o ciate d site  improvements,  s ite 
access ,  p ark ing,  and complete  system upgrades  for  ne w s cho ol.  Ab atement  and demolition of  the  existing 
s cho ol  is  p ar t  of  this  proje ct  and has  a lready b e en awarde d.  This  ne w s cho ol  w i l l  b e  bui lt  in  the  same lo c ation 
as  the  old  s cho ol. 

At  this  t ime,  we are  pre qualif y ing for  Bid Pack age #3 w hich includes  a l l  proje ct  work s cop es  not  pre v iously 
bid and awarde d (BP #1)  or  pre v iously  pre qualif ie d for  in  the  early  site  p ack age work (BP #2) .  Intereste d con-
tractors  shou ld contact  k im.ne es e@christmanco.com to obtain access  to  the  pre qualif ic ation do cuments  and 
for  l ink to  the  Vir tual  C ontractor  Info S ession. 

Vir tual  Interest  Me eting:     Thurs day,  Novemb er 6,  2025,  at  10:00 AM 
PREQUAL DUE DATE:        Friday,  De cemb er 5,  2025 (submit  to  k im.ne es e@christmanco.com)

HUB -  Minority,  Women-O w ne d Business  Enter pris e  (MWBE) Program
GCS has  adopte d B o ard Polic y  9125 stating a  verif iable  go al  of  12.46% MWBE p ar ticip ation in  a l l  constr uc-
tion proje cts .  Resp ondents  are  hig hly  encourage d to  consider  any and a l l  p ossibi l it ies  for  MWBE p ar ticip a-
tion,  including joint  ventures  in  accordance w ith the  Gui lford B o ard of  E duc ation Administrative  Pro ce dure- 
Par ticip ation by Minority  and Women-O w ne d Business es  (MWBE),  re v is e d Novemb er 28,  2011. 
D.A.  Everett/C hristman along w ith Gui lford C ounty S cho ols  encourage and promote the  us e  Minority  & Wom-
en O w ne d Business es  (MWBE) to  submit  a  pre qualif ic ation applic ation.

Work force  De velopment  Initiative
The Gui lford C ounty S cho ol  2022 B ond Program s e eks  to  prov ide a  signif ic ant  imp act  to  the  lo c al  e conomy 
throug h the  constr uction work force.  The de velopment  and implementation of  this  Work force  De velopment 
Initiative  Program in tandem w ith the  b ond proje ct  implementation additional ly  address es  the  desire  to  pro-
v ide  employers  w ith a  work force  that  has  had the  opp or tunity  to  acquire  the  sk i l ls  and k now le dge ne cessar y  to 
succe e d in  this  demanding industr y  w hi le  a l low ing p ar ticip ants  the  opp or tunity  to  b e come contributing p ar t-
ners  in  the  Pie dmont Triad’s  exp anding infrastr ucture  and e conomic progress  going for ward.
The Gui lford C ounty S cho ols  Work force  De velopment  Initiative  targets  f ive  employ ment  typ es.
1. 	 Summer internships  for  hig h s cho ol  students
2. 	 Internships  for  p ost-s e condar y students
3. 	 Apprenticeship programs
4. 	 Dire ct  hires

$200 date  or  a  unique 
exp erience?  Black 
women prefer  ef for t 
over  hig h incomes 
w hen dating accord-
ing to  ne w sur ve y

       According to  new data  f rom 
Hinge,  67% of  Black women prefer 
e f for t  over  income in  a  par tner,  50% 
enjoy t r y ing new act iv it ies  together, 
and 84% va lue  wel l -planned dates 
over  expensive  ones .  Only  8% f ind 
shar ing an expensive  dinner  import-
ant . 
       “What  we learned f rom Black 
women daters  on Hinge is  that 
they ’re  looking for  e f for t  more  than 
they’re  looking for  a  par tner  to 
provide  a  l i fe  for  them or  to  have  a 

higher  income than them,”  Moe Ari 
Brown,  a  l icensed marr iage  and fam-
i ly  therapist  and Hinge’s  Love and 
C onnect ion exper t ,  told  theGrio.
“[Black women] are  l ike  ‘Hey,  can 
you plan a  date  that’s  meaningful , 
that  shows me that  you l is ten to  me 
and you learned my favor ite  things? ’ 
Can you create  an exper ience  that 
cu lt ivates  shared joy  and ease  so  I 
don’t  have  to  per form? ’”  the  love  and 
connect ion exper t  said.
       Black women of  a l l  creeds  hav-
en’t  completely  abandoned f inancia l 

s tandards  in  the  wind.  According to 
Hinge’s  data ,  80% st i l l  va lue  f inan-
cia l  s tabi l ity.
“Financia l  s tabi l ity  is  important ,” 
Brown noted.  “  They do care  about 
f inancia l  s tabi l ity.  That’s  s t i l l  im-
portant  for  80% of  Black women.  But 
it’s  important  that  anybody dat ing 
a  Black woman in  this  day and age 
rea l ly  understands  that  on top of  f i -
nancia l  s tabi l ity,  what  Black women 
are  asking for  is  emot ional  avai labi l -
ity  and an ef for t  in  a  rea l ,  tangible , 
and meaningful  way.”

Hinge’s  love  and conne ction 
exp er t  Mo e Ari  Brow n dis cuss es 
w hat  “effor t”  means in  the  2025 
dating s cene for  Black women.

Kay Wicker
Oct  29,  2025
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MUST BE 18 TO PLAY. Problem Gambling Helpline: 877-718-5543.

The Lottery 
Supports
Your School’s 
Support Staff.
The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over $12 billion to support our schools, 
staff, and students across the state. We’re committed to supporting the people who 
make a difference in our schools. Last year alone, public and charter schools received 
$386 million in lottery funds to help pay for operational costs, including support staff 
like custodians, offi ce assistants, and substitute teachers.

Visit MovingNCStudentsForward.com or scan the QR code
to see how lottery funds have impacted your community.  
If lottery funds have benefi ted you or your student, submit
your story to be entered for a chance to earn $2,000!

Advertisement for Bids 
 

Sealed proposals for single prime bids will be received until 2:00 p.m. on November 13, 2025 at 
North Carolina A&T State University, Facilities Department, DeHuguley Building, 1501 N. 
Benbow Rd, Greensboro, NC 27411; Attn: James Shell, (336) 285-4582, and immediately 
thereafter publicly opened and read for the construction of Corbett RetroComissioning at North 
Carolina A&T State University. 

A Pre-bid meeting will be held at 1:00PM on October 23, 2025 at Corbett Sports Center located at 
405 N Benbow Rd, Greensboro, NC 27411.  

 
The Corbett RetroCommissioning will be constructed on NCA&T’s main campus in Greensboro, 
NC. The project will include the installation of Duct Mounted Reheat Coils for Existing Air 
Handling Units, RetroCommissioning of Existing Systems including Existing Control Sequences 
and Re-Engage Existing Combination Temperature/Humidity Sensors and Executing associated 
control sequence. 

Bid Documents will be made available for downloading via email request to RMF Engineering – 
Andrea Thompson (Andrea.Thompson@rmf.com).   

The State reserves the unqualified right to reject any and all proposals.  

James Shell, Project Manager 
NC A&T State University 
Facilities Department 
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Re ducing racia l  ine quality  wou ld b o ost  U.S.  e conomy by $1 Tri l l ion a  Year, 
Study Says.
C losing racia l  gaps  in  four  ke y  areas  wou ld add $5 tri l l ion of  gross  domestic 
pro duct  to  the  U.S  e conomy over  the  next  f ive  years ,  a  2020 study by Citigroup 
shows.  R acia l  ine quality  has  wors en under  Tr ump.
The analysis  shows that  i f  “four  ke y  racia l  gaps  for  Blacks—wages,  e duc ation, 
housing,  and investment—had b e en clos e d 20 years  ago,  $16 tri l l ion cou ld have 
b e en adde d to  the  US e conomy.”
The study,  compi le d as  a  p ar t  of  Citi’s  thoug ht- leadership s eries  Glob al  Per-
sp e ctives  & S olutions,  conclude d that  i f  thos e  four  gaps  were  c los e d to day,  $1 
tr i l l ion p er  year  cou ld b e  adde d to  U.S.  GDP over  the  next  f ive  years .  Do you 
want  to  re duce the  US government  def icit?  Enact  p olicies  to  re duce racia l  ra-
cia l  ine quality  gaps.

With the  Do dgers’  World S eries  w in,  Magic 
Johns on now has  16 championships  across 
thre e  sp or ts  as  a  player  and ow ner :
⚾️ MLB:  3  as  Do dgers  ow ner
🏀 NBA: 10 as L akers player and ow ner
🏀 NCAA: 1  at Michigan State
🏀 WNBA: 1  as Sp arks ow ner
⚽️ MLS Cup:  1  as  L AFC ow ne
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Afric an-Americ an Gladys  West  is  the  G enius  b ehind 
the  GPS (Glob al  Positioning System) we a l l  rely  on 
to  nav igate  our  way to  our  destination.  One of  the 
most  ubiquitous  applic ations  of  GPS te chnolog y is 
in  nav igation systems for  vehicles ,  smar tphones, 
and p ers onal  de v ices .
It  is  a ls o  us e d by emergenc y s er v ices ,  w ho rely  on 
GPS to  get  to  the  s cene quick ly  and accurately.  It  is 
a ls o  us e d for  w i ld l i fe  track ing,  sp or ts  and f itness , 
agricu lture,  f l ig ht  track ing,  and sur ve y ing land.
Gladys  West  genius  GPS invention was  s o  amazing 
that  she  was  inducte d into the  US Air  Force  Hal l 
of  Fame in 2018 for  her  incre dible  contribution to 
s cience.

SHOWING SOME LOVE TO OUR VICE PRESIDENT & 
FIRST L ADY KAMAL A HARRIS & MICHELLE OBAMA 
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                      ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

S eale d prop osals  w i l l  b e  re ceive d unti l  3 :00 p.m.  on De cem-
b er  12,  2025,  in  DeHugu le y  Bui lding C onference  Ro om, 1601 
E ast  Market  Stre et ,  Gre ensb oro,  NC 27411,  for  the  Par tia l 
Ro of  Replacement  Proje ct  of  Dowdy Bui lding,  Nor th C arolina 
A & T State  University,  Gre ensb oro,  Nor th C arolina,  State  ID 
#25-30214-01A,  at  w hich time and place  bids  w i l l  b e  op ene d 
and read.  Bids  are  to  b e  del ivere d to  James Shel l  at  the  ab ove 
address  and time.

C omplete  plans  and sp e cif ic ations  for  this  proje ct  c an b e  ob-
taine d from Terracon C onsu ltants ,  Inc . ,  Gre ensb oro,  Nor th 
C arolina,  Pleas e  contact  Vicky Neal  at  Vicky.Neal@Terracon.
com, for  a  l ink to  the  Sp e cif ic ations  and Draw ing.  The y w i l l 
a ls o  b e  avai lable  for  v ie w ing at  the  fol low ing lo c ations:

•  National  Institute  of  Minority  E conomic De velopment  @ 
https: / /theinstitutenc .org/c alendar/c ategor y/bid-opp or tuni-
ties/ 
•  E le ctronic  Plan Ro oms of :  McGraw Hi l l  Do dge,  C onstr uct-
C onne ct

A Prebid Me eting w i l l  b e  held in  DeHugu le y  Bui lding C onfer-
ence  Ro om, 1601 E ast  Market  Stre et ,  Gre ensb oro,  NC 27411, 
10:00 a .m.  on Novemb er 18,  2025.

Qualif ie d Minority-O w ne d C ontractors  are  encourage d to  bid.

Plan Dep osit  of  $100.00 is  re quire d for  hard copies .  There  is 
no charge for  ele ctronic  copies .

The state  res er ves  the  unqualif ie d rig ht  to  reje ct  any and a l l 
prop osals .

 Signe d By :  James Shel l
  Proje ct  Manager
  NC A&T State  University
  DeHug le y  Bui lding
  1601 E ast  Market  Stre et 
  Gre ensb oro,  NC 27411
  Phone:  336-285-4505

Need financial assistance to buy your first home? The City 
of Greensboro has a program for that. It’s called Housing 
Connect GSO. 

The program is open to low- and moderate-income 
households with new offerings called “Public Service 
Heroes” and “#100Homes.” 

Check it out at www.greensboro-nc.gov/Homebuyers
and make your dream of homeownership a reality. 

Got Keys?

       The legac y of  Rosa  Parks  wi l l  be 
forever  remembered with a  statue  in 
the  Alabama State  Capitol  in  Mont-
gomer y.
       NB C News repor ted that  the 
monument  holds  another  histor ic 
feat  beyond its  remembrance of  the 
c iv i l  r ights  icon.  It  wi l l  a lso  become 
the  f i rst  monument  of  a  black wom-
an on the  State  Capitol  lawn.
       The statue’s  unvei l ing pays 
homage to  the  Black woman known 
for  refusing to  g ive  up her  seat  on a 
segregated bus  in  1955.  Her  braver y 
sparked the  Montgomer y Bus  B oy-
cotts  that  spearheaded desegregat ion 
ef for ts  across  the  U.S .
      State  Rep.  L aura  Hal l  init ia l ly 
sponsored the  2019 leg is lat ion that 

paved the  way for  the  monument’s 
creat ion.  State  lawmakers  approved 
the  projec t ,  with  the  Alabama Wom-
en’s  Tr ibute  Statue  C ommission 
overseeing the  monument’s  develop-
ment .
       B orn in  Tuskegee,  Alabama, 
Parks  moved to  Montgomer y and 
joined its  c ity  chapter  of  the  NAACP 
in 1943.  Pr ior  to  her  arrest ,  she  ad-
vocated for  vot ing r ights  and pro-
tested sexual  and racia l  v iolence,  in 
her  posit ion.
       Parks’  histor ic  refusa l  led  to  her 
appointment  as  the  symbol  for  the 
boycott  protest ing segregat ion.  Her 
subsequent  gui lty  convic t ion for  v io-
lat ing state  law led to  the  boycott’s 
of f ic ia l  cont inuat ion past  i t s  init ia l 

one-day warning.     
       The sustained ef for t  to  res ist 
racist  t ransportat ion laws lasted 381 
days ,  of f ic ia l ly  ending fol lowing 
the  1956 Browder  v.  Gayle  case.  Its 
plaint i f fs  included C olvin and Au-
rel ia  Browder,  Mar y Louise  Smith, 
and Susie  McDonald,  a l l  whom were 
arrested pr ior  to  Parks  for  the  same 
act ion.  The landmark federa l  case 
ru led segregat ion on publ ic  t rans-
por tat ion as  unconst itut ional .
       Now,  Parks’  inf luence  in  chang-
ing the  course  of  histor y  wi l l  be-
come par t  of  the  State  Capitol  Oct . 
31 .  It  wi l l  face  the  same street  where 
she  f i rst  boarded the  bus  that  sol idi-
f ied her  legac y.

Rosa Parks  Statue B e comes 
First  Monument Of  Black 
Woman At  Alab ama State 
C apitol

The statue w i l l  a ls o  b e come the  f irst 
monument of  a  woman on the  Alab ama 
State  C apitol  law n.

by Nahlah Ab dur R ahman
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        In  1979,  she  adopted e ight 
Black baby g ir ls  no one wanted — 
decades  later,  the  world  can’t  bel ieve 
who they became.
       In  1979,  the  l i fe  of  Clara  John-
son,  a  32-year-old  widow,  changed 
forever.  Two years  ear l ier,  she  had 
lost  her  husband,  and s ince  then the 
house  they had dreamed of  f i l l ing 
with chi ldren had grown painful ly 
quiet .
       One rainy af ternoon,  Clara 
stopped by St .  Mar y’s  Orphanage in 
New York,  to  drop of f  a  smal l  do-
nat ion.  As  she  walked through the 
ha l lway,  she  heard a  faint  cr y  coming 
f rom a  dimly  l i t  room.
       Ins ide  were  nine  Black baby 
g ir ls ,  l ined up in  ident ica l  cr ibs  — 
big  eyes ,  t iny  hands  reaching out  for 
someone to  hold them.
A socia l  worker  whispered to  her :
“ They were  le f t  on the  church steps . 
No one wants  them.  They’ l l  be  sepa-
rated soon.”
       That  s ing le  word — separated — 
pierced her  hear t .  Clara  remembered 
her  mother’s  words :

“When no one e lse  wi l l  care,  be  the 
one who does .”
       With a  t rembling voice,  she 
asked the  quest ion that  stunned 
ever yone:  “What  i f  I  take… al l  of 
them? ”
      The nurse  f roze“Al l  nine?  Ma’am, 
that’s  crazy.  You’ l l  ruin your  l i fe .”
       But  Clara  had made up her 
mind.  Against  the  advice  of  fami ly, 
neighbors ,  and even socia l  workers , 
this  Black widow with a  modest  job 
s igned the  papers .  Within days ,  she 
became the  mother  of  nine  baby g ir ls 
no one e lse  wanted.
       The years  that  fol lowed were 
anything but  easy :  endless  nights  of 
cr y ing ,  bott les ,  and diapers .  Clara 
sold  what  l i t t le  she  owned,  worked 
double  shi f ts  sewing and cleaning 
houses ,  endured judgment ,  mocker y, 
and cruel  remarks .
       But  she  never  once  regretted it .
She  found joy  in  the  l i t t le  things  — 
the  f i rst  t ime they a l l  laughed to-
gether,  s tormy nights  with  nine  l i t t le 
bodies  cuddled against  her  chest , 
lopsided homemade bir thday cakes , 

Chr istmas  g i f ts  wrapped in  newspa-
per,  lu l labies  she  invented just  for 
them.
       People  ca l led them “ The John-
son e ight”  S ome said  it  with  respect , 
others  with  disdain:
    “How can one woman raise  so 
many g ir ls? ”
      “She’s  just  doing it  for  attent ion.”
       C lara  never  defended hersel f . 
She  s imply  showed up ever y  morning 
with neat ly  braided hair,  c lean uni-
forms,  and prepared lunches  — even 
i f  i t  meant  she  didn’t  eat .
Money was  a lways  t ight ,  but  love  was 
never  in  shor t  supply.
       O ver  the  years ,  those  e ight  g ir ls 
grew into st rong,  educated women, 
mothers  and profess ionals  who a l-
ways  came back home to  surround 
the  woman who gave  them ever y-
thing.
       Decades  later,  Clara  Johnson’s 
stor y  remains  a  powerful  reminder :
True love  isn’t  measured by blood — 
it’s  measured by sacr i f ice .

Black L ove,  Black joy  and Black Sacrif ice
by Diane Shif fer
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       WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Trump administrat ion has  restored 
a  memoria l  to  a  C onfederate  genera l 
in  Washington,  D.C.  that  demonstra-
tors  took down dur ing racia l  just ice 
protests  in  the  summer of  2020,  par t 
of  a  broader  ef for t  by  the  pres ident 
to  reshape the  way the  countr y ’s  his-
tor y  is  told.
      The statue  of  Alber t  Pike,  a 
C onfederate  genera l  and diplomat 
who later  ser ved on the  Arkansas 
Supreme C ourt ,  i s  the  only  outdoor 
statue  of  a  C onfederate  leader  in  the 
nat ion’s  capita l .  It  has  been con-
tent ious  s ince  it  was  f i rst  placed in 
1901.
       R acia l  just ice  protestors  in  2020 
removed the  statue  f rom its  pedesta l 
and set  i t  on f i re  on Juneteenth,  a 
hol iday among Black Americans  that 
commemorates  the  end of  s laver y. 
The day was  recognized as  a  federa l 
hol iday the  fol lowing year.
      The Nat ional  Park S er vice  in 
August  announced plans  to  restore 
the  statue  in  response  to  a  pair  of 
spr ing execut ive  orders  by  Pres ident 
Donald Trump about  the  administra-
t ion of  the  nat ion’s  capita l  and how 
histor y  is  presented.
       The administrat ion has  a lready 
ordered a  review of  the  Smithsonian 
museums and exhibit ions  to  a l ign 
the  inst itut ion’s  content  with  Pres i-
dent  Donald Trump’s  interpretat ion 
of  American histor y.  The park ser-
v ice  is  under  orders  to  review inter-
pret ive  mater ia ls  at  a l l  i t s  histor ica l 
proper t ies  and remove or  a lter  de-
scr ipt ions  that  “ inappropr iately  dis-
parage  Americans  past  or  l iv ing”  or 
other wise  su l ly  the  American stor y.
       The statue  becomes a  pol it ica l 
f lashpoint
       The statue  has  returned to  Ju-
dic iar y  S quare,  a  downtown complex 
that  includes  an array  of  federa l  and 
municipa l  cour thouses  and the  D.C. 
pol ice  headquar ters .
       C onser vat ives  had se ized on the 

monument’s  removal  as  an example 
of  destruct ive  excess  and vandal ism 
by protestors  dur ing the  summer 
of  2020.  S ome r ightwing act iv ists 
praised the  statue’s  restorat ion fol-
lowing Trump’s  order.
      But  cr it ics  of  the  monument 
argue that  the  publ ic  placement  of 
Pike’s  s tatue  endorses  his  v iews and 
act ions  rather  than s imply  commem-
orates  them.
       E leanor  Holmes Norton,  the 
c ity ’s  lone non-vot ing e lec ted of f i -
c ia l  in  C ongress ,  ca l led the  statue’s 
restorat ion a  “moral ly  objec t ionable 
move”  in  a  statement  this  week.  She 
has  proposed leg is lat ion in  C ongress 
that  would permanent ly  remove the 
memoria l .
       “C onfederate  statues  should be 
placed in  museums as  histor ica l  ar t i -
fac ts ,  not  remain in  parks  or  other 
locat ions  that  imply  honor.  Pike  rep-
resents  the  worst  of  the  C onfederac y 
and has  no claim to  be  memoria l ized 
in  the  nat ion’s  capita l ,”  Norton said.
       Trump cr it ic ized the  statue’s  re-
moval  in  2020 fol lowing its  removal 
by  protestors ,  ca l l ing it  a  “beaut i fu l 
piece  of  ar t .”
       The removal  of  memoria ls  to 
C onfederate  f igures  was  a  key  goal 
of  the  wave of  ac t iv ism that  fol lowed 
the  2015 k i l l ing  of  nine  Black church 
par ishioners  by  a  white  supremacist 
gunman who idol ized C onfederate 
symbols .  More than 480 symbols  and 
statues  were  removed nat ionwide 
s ince  then,  according to  the  Ala-
bama-based S outhern Pover ty  L aw 
C enter’s  “Whose Her itage? ”  cam-
paign.
       Af ter  the  2020 murder  of 
George  Floyd by a  Minneapol is 
pol ice  of f icer  sparked a  nat ionwide 
reckoning on racia l  injust ice ,  the 
SPLC recorded more than 160 re-
movals  of  C onfederate  symbols  in 
that  year  a lone.
       Pike  statue  does  not  ment ion 
his  ser vice  to  the  C onfederac y
Pike  was  a  s lave  owner,  white  su-
premacist  and poet  who ser ved as 

an Army genera l  and diplomat  for 
the  C onfederate  states  despite  being 
born and raised in  Massachusetts .
       Dur ing the  Civi l  War,  he  led 
C onfederate  t roops  in  Arkansas  and 
negot iated with s lave-owning Na-
t ive  American tr ibes .  Pike  received 
amnesty  f rom Pres ident  Andrew 
Johnson in  1865,  af ter  which he  was 
accused by former opponents  of  be-
ing involved in  the  Ku Klux Klan.  He 
moved to  Washington in  1870.
       Pike’s  s tatue  was  par t  of  a  wave 
of  C onfederate  statues  that  were 
erected across  the  countr y,  largely 
in  former C onfederate  states ,  in  the 
late  nineteenth and early  twent ieth 
centur ies .  The statues ,  of ten funded 
and establ ished by C onfederate  her-
itage  groups ,  were  par t  of  the  S outh-
ern “Lost  Cause”  movement  that 
sought  to  romant ic ize  the  C onfeder-
ac y  and downplay  the  role  of  s laver y 
as  a  reason for  why states  seceded 
f rom the  Union.
       The statue  was  author ized by 
C ongress  in  1898 and then erect-
ed in  1901.  It  was  proposed by the 
Freemasons,  who wanted to  honor 
him for  his  leadership in  the  society. 
Union veterans  st rongly  opposed the 
statue  but  re lented af ter  being as-
sured that  Pike  would be  displayed 
in  c iv i l ian clothing.  The plaque rec-
ognizes  Pike  as  an author,  poet  and 
phi lanthropist  but  does  not  ment ion 
his  mi l itar y  ser vice  to  the  C onfeder-
ac y.
       Northern state  lawmakers  and 
Union veterans  were  outraged by 
the  t rend at  the  t ime of  Pike’s  s tat-
ue  being erected and countered the 
movement  by  erect ing statues  of 
Union genera ls  and lawmakers  in 
c it ies  across  the  countr y ’s  nor theast 
and Midwest .
       For  instance,  the  Washington, 
D.C.  neighborhoods of  Dupont  Cir-
cle ,  Logan Circle  and Thomas Circle 
near  the  square  where  Pike’s  s tat-
ue  now stands  are  a l l  named af ter 
Union genera ls .

A C onfe derate 
statue is  restore d 
as  p ar t  of  Tr ump’s 
ef for ts  to  reshap e 
how histor y  is  told

The statue of  Alb er t  Pi ke, 
a  C onfe derate  general  and 
diplomat  w ho later  s er ve d 
on the  Ark ansas  Supreme 
C our t ,  is  the  only  outdo or 
statue of  a  C onfe derate 
leader  in  the  nation’s  c api-
ta l .

Ass o ciate d Press
Oct  29,  2025
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