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Bishop William Barber Announces 
National Voter Mobilization Tour

National  Voter  Mobi l ization-  p age 4

ByAtlanta  Tribune onAugust  21,  2026

       Nat ional ly  renowned 
c iv i l  r ights  leader  and 
Repairers  of  the  Breach 
Pres ident  Bishop Wil-
l iam J.  Barber  II  today 

announced a  mult i -state 
speaking tour  in  support 
of  his  100 Days ;  1 ,000 
Marches  to  the  Pol ls  vot-
er  mobi l izat ion init iat ive 

organized by Repairers  of 
the  Breach and the  Moral 
Monday Publ ic  Pulpit .
       The tour,  announced 
at  a  news conference  with 

Black l ives  are  b eing under value d’ :  NAACP L egal 
Defens e  Fund c al ls  for  fe deral ,  U.N.  investigations 
into suspicious  deaths  of  Black p e ople

The L egal  Defens e  Fund submitte d letters  to  C ongress  and the  Unite d 
Nations  re questing investigations  into the  grow ing numb er of  suspicious 
deaths  of  Black p e ople  in  the  U.S.

NAACP L egal  Defens e  Fund c al ls  for  fe deral ,  U.N.  investigations  into suspicious  deaths  of  Black p e ople  (Photos:  G etty 
Images  & Adob e Sto ck)

       Nolan Wel ls ,  Dan-
iel  Er ving ,  To’nea  Mi l l -
er,  Demartravion “ Trey” 
Reed,  Tasia  For tune,  Ty ler 

Smith,  Demetr ius  Flem-
ing,  Ju l iana Umba Nzita , 
R asheem Carter,  Torrance 
“ Tor y”  Medley,  Dennoriss 
Richardson—these  are 

only  some of  the  names 
of  Black men and women 
who have e ither  disap-
peared or  been found dead 
under  myster ious  c ircum-

Black L ives/NAACP-Page 4

E le vate  Your E xcel lence: 
From C ome dy Stage  To 
Glob al  Empire,  By ron 
Al len Is  Tak ing O ver  The 
Me dia  Sp ace

Byron Al len Folks ,  widely 
known as  Byron Al len,  i s  an 
American comedian,  producer, 
and entrepreneur  who bui lt  a 
sprawling ,  mult ibi l l ion-dol lar 
media  empire  f rom a  founda-
t ion in  syndicated te lev is ion. 
      As  the  founder,  chairman, 
and chief  execut ive  of f icer  of 
Al len Media  Group,  formerly 
Enter tainment  Studios ,  Al len 
oversees  a  g lobal  media  com-
pany with assets  in  f i lm,  te le-

By ron Al len -  p age -  14
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       Almost  10  years  have  passed 
s ince  former San Francisco 49ers 
quar terback C ol in  Kaepernick f i rst 
took a  knee  dur ing “ The Star-Span-
g led Banner”  before  a  preseason game 
against  the  San Diego Chargers  on 
S eptember  1 ,  2016.
       B efore  ever  taking a  knee, 
Kaepernick’s  protest  ac tua l ly  began 
when he  remained seated dur ing the 
nat ional  anthem pr ior  to  the  49ers’ 
f i rst  preseason game against  the 
Houston Texans  on August  14 .
       Although he  did  the  same the 
fol lowing week against  the  Den-
ver  Broncos ,  few took not ice,  as  the 
quar terback didn’t  suit  up against 
Denver  or  Houston.
       That  a l l  changed on August  26 . 
Kaepernick was  back in  uniform and 
set  to  make his  f i rst  preseason ap-
pearance  against  the  Green Bay Pack-
ers .  As  he  had done before  the  pre-
vious  two games,  he  remained seated 
dur ing the  nat ional  anthem.
      Only  this  t ime,  i t  caught  the  at-
tent ion of  mi l l ions  across  the  coun-
tr y.  When asked af ter  the  game what 
drove his  demonstrat ion,  Kaepernick 
didn’t  pul l  any punches :
      “I  am not  going to  stand up to 
show pr ide  in  a  f lag  for  a  countr y 
that  oppresses  Black people  and peo-
ple  of  color,”  he  told  longt ime NFL 
reporter  Steve  Wyche.
      “ To me,  this  i s  bigger  than foot-
ba l l  and it  would be  se l f ish  on my 
par t  to  look the  other  way.  There  are 
bodies  in  the  st reet  and people  (are) 
gett ing paid  leave  and gett ing away 

with murder.”
       His  message  could not  have  been 
clearer.  Af ter  opt ing to  take  a  knee 
a longside  teammate  Er ic  Reid against 
the  Chargers ,  the  ent ire  spor t ing 
world  took not ice  of  what  would be-
come one of  the  def ining images  of 
2010s  spor ts  cu lture.
       The then-28-year-old  was  com-
ing of f  a  disappoint ing ,  injur y-r id-
dled 2015 season in  which he  lost 
his  star t ing job.  But  footba l l  was  no 
longer  his  pr imar y concern.
      It  i s  easy  to  forget  just  how high 
racia l  tensions  ran in  America  dur ing 
that  decade.
      The Black Lives  Matter  movement 
gained nat ional  prominence in  2013 
fol lowing the  acquitta l  of  George 
Z immerman,  a  28-year-old  neigh-
borhood watch volunteer  who fata l ly 
shot  17-year-old  Trayvon Mart in  in 
Sanford,  F lor ida ,  the  previous  year.
       Nearly  50  years  had passed s ince 
Mart in  Luther  King Jr.  s tood on the 
steps  of  the  L incoln Memoria l  and 
shared his  dream with the  world.  Yet 
in  the  2010s ,  that  dream remained 
unful f i l led  as  racia l  inequal ity  and 
pol ice  bruta l ity  remained widespread 
across  the  U.S .
       R acia l  tensions  peaked in  Ju ly 
2016 fol lowing the  deaths  of  Al-
ton Ster l ing and Phi lando Cast i le  at 
the  hands  of  law enforcement  just  a 
day apar t .  Cast i le’s  death prompted 
then-Minnesota  Governor  Mark Day-
ton to  publ ic ly  quest ion the  role  race 
played.
       “Would this  have  happened i f  the 

dr iver  and passenger  were  white? ” 
Dayton asked rhetor ica l ly  at  a  press 
conference.  “I  don’t  think it  would 
have.  S o I ’m forced to  confront ,  and 
I  think a l l  of  Minnesota  is  forced to 
confront ,  that  this  k ind of  racism 
exists .”
       Kaepernick had been outspoken 
about  both k i l l ings  on socia l  media , 
descr ibing Ster l ing’s  death as  a  mod-
ern-day “ lynching”  and stat ing he 
had been “executed.”
       Af ter  Cast i le  was  k i l led  less  than 
24 hours  later,  Kaepernick said  it  was 
“clear  as  day”  that  Afr ican Americans 
in  the  countr y  were  “under  attack.”
       It  was  against  this  backdrop that 
he  decided to  ac t  dur ing the  2016 
NFL preseason.  Although “ it  was  a 
quiet  protest  and he  wasn’t  being dis-
rupt ive,  people  focused on it ,  (and) 
it  just  took on this  sor t  of  l i fe  of  i t s 
own,”  says  Renée Graham,  Associate 
Editor  & C olumnist  at  The B oston 
Globe.
       When the  regular  season began, 
the  former 49ers  quar terback cont in-
ued his  s i lent  boycott  of  the  nat ional 
anthem.
      It  led  to  him being booed in 
stadiums across  the  countr y,  receiv-
ing severa l  death threats ,  and facing 
sharp cr it ic ism f rom then-Republ i-
can pres ident ia l  candidate  Donald 
Trump,  who ca l led the  protest  a  “ter-
r ible  thing”  dur ing an inter view with 
KIRO radio in  S eatt le ,  suggest ing 
Kaepernick should “f ind a  countr y 
that  works  better  for  him.”

E ditor ’s  note:  Watch CNN Original  S eries  “De c ades  in  Sp or ts”  on the  CNN app.  Across  six  epis o des,  the  s eries 
explores  the  def ining moments,  athletes  and cu ltural  shifts  that  shap e d sp or ts  over  the  p ast  s ix  de c ades,  from 
the tele v ision re volution and Civ i l  R ig hts  Movement  of  the  1960s  to  the  imp act  of  s o cia l  me dia  on to day ’s  big-
gest  stars .

C olin Kaep ernick and Eric  Reid of  the  San Francis co 49ers  k ne el  on the  sidel ine  during the  national  anthem on S eptemb er 1,  2016 in  San Diego,  C alifornia.  Michael 
Z agaris/G etty  Images

‘De c ades  in  Sp or ts’ :  How C olin 
Kaep ernick tak ing a  k ne e in  2016 
re v ive d athlete  activ ism in sp or ts

by Emi le  Nu h CNN SPORT S
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U.S.  Supreme C our t  blo cks  Tr ump’s  USPS mai l 
voting restrictions:  ‘Big  v ictor y  for  voters’

      The high court  re jec ted the 
Trump administrat ion’s  e f for t  to 
impose  new USPS requirements  on 
mai l  ba l lots  just  weeks  before  the 
midterm elec t ion.
       The U.S .  Supreme C ourt  blocked 
Pres ident  Donald Trump’s  execut ive 
order  that  sought  to  dramat ica l ly 
change how voters  cast  their  mai l- in 
ba l lots  just  days  away f rom the  mid-
term elec t ion.
      In  a  major ity  opinion issued 
Monday evening,  the  court  re jec ted 
the  Trump administrat ion’s  e f for t  to 
restr ic t  how state  mai l- in  ba l lots  are 
received by the  United States  Posta l 
S er vice.  The Trump order  handed 
unprecedented control  of  mai l  vot-
ing to  the  USPS by empowering it  to 
resue  to  del iver  ba l lots  sent  by  any-
one not  included on a  newly  created 
federa l  mai l  voter  l i s ts .
      In  Monday’s  opinion,  the  high 
court  major ity  denied the  Trump ad-
ministrat ion’s  appl icat ion for  stay  of 
a  lower  court  order  that  ru led “the 
execut ive  branch has  no author ity  to 
regulate  e lec t ions .”  The lower  court 
a lso  noted that  the  Trump order 
would cause  “ irreparable  harm” to 
vot ing r ights  groups  and voters  by 
creat ing confusion about  mai l  ba l-
lots  that  mi l l ions  of  voters  re ly  on 
just  before  a  major  e lec t ion.
       The case  was  referred by Jus-
t ice  Ketanj i  Brown Jackson.  Just ices 
Clarence  Thomas and Samuel  Al ito 
were  the  only  two dissents .
       In  his  concurr ing opinion,  Jus-
t ice  Brett  Kavanaugh,  who was  ap-
pointed by Trump,  said  that  whi le , 

in  his  v iew,  there  is  “at  least  a  fair 
prospect  that  the  f ina l  ru le  fa l ls 
within the  Posta l  S er vice’s  s tatutor y 
author ity,”  i t s  implementat ion just 
weeks  away f rom Elect ion Day would 
be  “arbitrar y  and capr ic ious  in  v iola-
t ion of  the  Administrat ive  Procedure 
Act  because  state  and loca l  e lec t ion 
of f ic ia ls  do not  have  suf f ic ient  t ime 
to  reasonably  implement  the  ru le 
before  the  e lec t ions .”
       In  a  statement  provided to 
theGrio,  Kr isten Clarke,  NAACP 
Genera l  C ounsel ,  ce lebrated the  ru l-
ing .
       “ This  decis ion is  a  big  v ic tor y 
for  voters  this  midterm elec t ion sea-
son,”  said  Clarke,  a  former attorney 
genera l  for  c iv i l  r ights  dur ing the 
Biden administrat ion.  “ The Supreme 
C ourt  r ight ly  re jec ted an ef for t  that 
would have  made it  harder  for  mi l-
l ions  of  Americans  to  par t ic ipate  in 
our  e lec t ions .  Mai l  vot ing is  safe , 
secure,  and deeply  rooted in  our  na-
t ion’s  histor y.”
       C larke  added,  “ The C ourt’s  de-
cis ion preser ves  a  cr it ica l  pathway to 
the  ba l lot  box and reaf f irms that  our 
democ  rac y  works  best  when ever y 
e l ig ible  voter  can par t ic ipate .  We 
wi l l  cont inue to  use  ever y  tool  avai l -
able  to  support  Americans  in  reg is-
ter ing their  voices  and their  ba l lots 
this  midterm elec t ion c ycle .”
       The NAACP and other  vot ing 
r ights  groups  had on the  f ront l ines 
f ight ing against  Trump’s  order  on 
mai l- in  vot ing ,  f i l ing  lawsuits  and 
amicus  br iefs  arguing that  the  exec-
ut ive  ac t ion was  a  v iolat ion of  the 

law.  The C onst itut ion grants  states 
author ity  over  the  administer ing 
of  federa l  e lec t ions ,  not  the  federa l 
government .
       Damon Hewitt ,  pres ident  and 
execut ive  direc tor  of  the  L awyers’ 
C ommittee  for  Civi l  Rights  Under 
L aw,  said  the  mai l- in  ba l lot  restr ic-
t ions  threatened to  disenfranchise 
mi l l ions  of  e l ig ible  voters  who rely 
on mai l  vot ing to  “par t ic ipate  in  our 
democrac y whi le  ba lancing work, 
caregiv ing responsibi l it ies ,  d isabi l i -
t ies ,  and other  rea l it ies  of  dai ly  l i fe .”
       “ The Trump administrat ion is 
t r y ing to  l imit  access  to  the  ba l lot , 
sow confusion at  the  pol ls  and to 
use  the  ensuing chaos  as  an excuse 
to  exer t  power  over  agencies  and 
processes  in  a  pol it ic ized way,”  said 
Hewitt ,  who noted that  Black and 
brown voters  are  “f requent ly  target-
ed by voter  suppress ion schemes.”
       NAACP Pres ident  Derr ick  John-
son said  Trump’s  “repeated attacks 
on his  own cit izens’  vot ing r ights 
are  st raight  out  of  an author itar ian 
ru ler’s  playbook.”
       The c iv i l  r ights  leader  said  of 
the  pres ident :  “Ever y  t ime he  has 
tested the  l imits  of  his  powers ,  the 
res istance  movement  has  grown 
stronger.”
       He added,  “People  have  turned 
out ,  marched,  sued,  and organized. 
With less  than f i f ty  days  unt i l  the 
November  3rd e lec t ion,  now is  not 
the  t ime to  s low down — it  i s  t ime 
to  double  down.”

by G erren Keith G ay nor
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Bishop Wi l l iam Barb er  Voter  Mobi l ization from p age 1

NAACP c al ls  for  fe deral ,  UN investigations/  suspicious 
deaths  of  Black p e ople  from p age 1

a  diverse  coa l it ion of  faith  leaders 
and act iv ists ,  begins  this  week with 
events  in  Kentucky,  New Jersey  and 
Georgia  where  he  wi l l  g ive  a  nat ion-
a l  sermon at  At lanta’s  histor ic  Big 
B ethel  AME Church lay ing out  how 
low wage and Black voters  are  the 
t rue  swing vote  in  the  S outh and that 
turning out  the  vote  is  the  key  to  the 
people  owning their  power.  From 
there,  the  tour  wi l l  cont inue across 
the  S outh and in  batt leground states 
leading up to  E lec t ion Day,  Novem-
ber  3 ,  2026.
       This  is  the  latest  s tep Bishop 
Barber  and Repairs  of  the  Breach 
have  taken to  promote  100 Days ; 
1 ,000 Marches  init iat ive  des igned 
to  mobi l ize  5  mi l l ion low wage in-

f requent  voters ,  par t icular ly  in  the 
S outh and batt leground states ,  ut i -
l iz ing peer-to-peer  text  messaging, 
grassroots  phone banking,  door-to-
door  canvass ing and more in  addi-
t ion to  the  marches  to  the  pol ls .
       To date ,  more  that  40  di f ferent 
organizat ions  have  a lready joined 
the  projec t  and more than 200 lo-
ca l  groups  who have announced 
that  they are  organizing indiv idu-
a l  marches .  That  tota l  cont inues  to 
grow dai ly.
       “In  the  last  e lec t ion,  90  mi l l ion 
people  didn’t  vote  whi le  the  major-
ity  in  C ongress  was  decided by just 
7 ,000 votes ,”  Barber  said.  “We don’t 
need to  march on Washington r ight 
now.  Al l  of  our  money,  energ y and 

ef for t  needs  to  be  marching,  walk-
ing ,  running and r iding to  the  pol ls . 
We must  meet  this  constant  and v is i-
ble  attempt  to  suppress  the  vote  with 
the  most  massive  voter  mobi l izat ion 
we have  seen in  recent  histor y,”
       “I ’m ta lk ing about  organizing 
marches  or  hundreds  and thousands 
of  people  or  just  gett ing f ive  or  ten 
neighbors  walking together.  I ’m 
ta lk ing about  mult iple  marches  in 
ever y  c ity  and community,  down ev-
er y  st reet  and s ide  road.  I ’m ta lk ing 
about  mora l  fus ion,  mult i  racia l ,  non 
v iolent  and non par t isan marches 
across  America  f rom the  f i rst  day of 
ear ly  vot ing and beyond.”

stances  across  the  United States  in 
recent  years .  And as  more  and more 
news repor ts  of  these  types  of  deaths 
sur face,  ca l ls  for  just ice  have  ampli-
f ied f rom socia l  media  users ,  com-
munity  leaders ,  and organizat ions 
l ike  the  NAACP Legal  Defense  Fund 
(LDF). 
       “ Thinking about  the  image,  the 
bruta l  image of  a  Black person hang-
ing or  dead under  seemingly  suspi-
c ious  c ircumstances .  That’s  not  an 
image that  exists  i solated f rom the 
present .  R ather,  i t  invokes  a  histor y 
of  racia l ized terror,  and it  contr ib-
utes  to  this  col lec t ive  unease  that 
Black people  and Black communi-
t ies  have  been facing for  centur ies ,” 
LDF attorney Alyssa  Gordon told 
theGrio.  “And g iven that  histor y,  we 
bel ieve  that  it’s  incredibly  import-
ant  that  ever y  suspic ious  incident  is 
thoroughly  and independent ly  inves-
t igated in  ever y  s ing le  case  to  make 
sure  that  the  t ruth is  uncovered,  ad-
dressed,  and these  fami l ies  are  made 
whole  as  much as  poss ible .” 
      And to  do so,  the  Lega l  Defense 
Fund has  ca l led on C ongress  and 
the  United Nat ions  to  conduct  these 
invest igat ions .  This  week,  the  LDF 
submitted le tters  to  both ent it ies 
urg ing of f ic ia ls  to  take  immediate 
ac t ion in  examining the  growing 
number  of  suspic ious  deaths  of  Black 
people  across  the  United States . 
       “It’s  been 250 years  s ince  the 
United States  became a  new nat ion, 
and one thing that  has  not  changed 
throughout  a l l  this  t ime is  the  per-
s istent  deva luat ion of  Black l ives ,” 
Gordon noted.  “ in  recent  years , 
there’s  been more and more repor ts 
of  Black people  found dead under 
suspic ious  c ircumstances ,  a  number 
of  deaths ,  including hanging f rom 
trees ,  and what  we’re  seeing here  is 
an apparent  indi f ference  f rom state 
author it ies ,  loca l  author it ies ,  and 
federa l  author it ies .  S o  this  is  not 

only  an af f ront  to  the  fami l ies  of 
these  v ic t ims,  but  to  the  American 
people  at  large.” 
       “ To that  end,  i t  i s  important 
that  federa l  resources  are  invested to 
conduct  a  r igorous  inquir y  to  ensure 
that  the  past  i s  not  prologue.  The 
past  i s  not  the  present  — and to  get 
to  the  t ruth of  what’s  happening,  we 
rea l ly  need our  federa l  government 
and internat ional  bodies  to  ac t .  But 
we’re  just  not  seeing the  level  of  mo-
mentum that’s  necessar y  to  address 
the  scope of  the  problem,”  she  con-
t inued. 
       The le tters  ca l l  on C ongress  to 
create  a  congress ional  commission 
and ask the  United Nat ions  Specia l 
R apporteur  on C ontemporar y  Forms 
of  R acism and Independent  Exper t 
Mechanism to  advance R acia l  Just ice 
and Equal ity  in  L aw Enforcement 
to  conduct  thorough and unbiased 
invest igat ions  into  the  ser ies  of 
suspic ious  deaths  of  Black indiv id-
uals  across  the  countr y.  Despite  the 
existence  of  studies  l ike  JULIAN’s 
“Crimson Record,”  which found 70 
modern-day lynching cases  in  the 
S outh and the  growing number  of 
cases  of  Black people  being found 
hanging f rom trees  and dying suspi-
c iously,  no federa l  ac t ions  or  inves-
t igat ions  have  been made into  what 
has  become a  disturbing pattern. 
Through C ongress  and the  UN’s 
invest igat ions ,  the  LDF hopes  these 
unbiased probes  wi l l  produce data 
that  prove the  inf luence  of  racia l 
bias  in  these  cases . 
       “We need to  concretely  be  able 
to  show and stat ist ica l ly  be  able  to 
show that  racia l  bias  is  at  work and 
it’s  skewing the  invest igat ions  and 
the  numbers .  Once we create  that  as 
our  foundat ion,  we can then capita l-
ize  on that .  Now that  we know that 
this  i s  t rue,  we would be  able  to  rec-
ommend remedies  in  terms of  how 
law enforcement  can change the  way 

that  they class i f y  these  deaths  and 
how they invest igate  these  deaths . 
We could create  model  leg is lat ion 
that  could be  used in  states  across 
the  countr y  to  mi l itate  against  this 
f rom occurr ing .  But  it’s  just  rea l ly 
important  to  get  the  unbiased data 
f i rst  because  that  would be  able  to 
inform later  solut ions .” 
       In  the  le tter  addressed to  C on-
gress ,  LDF pres ident  Janai  Nelson 
urged that  the  f indings  of  the  C on-
gress ional  commission be  made 
publ ic .  Making a  s imi lar  request  to 
the  UN,  the  organizat ion a lso  asked 
that  “the  U.N.  Independent  Exper t 
Mechanism to  advance R acia l  Just ice 
and Equal ity  in  L aw Enforcement 
to  eva luate  whether  American law 
enforcement  is  fai l ing to  invest igate 
these  deaths  due to  racia l  bias ,  and 
i f  so,  recommend remedies .”
       “When domest ic  inst itut ions 
fai l ,  i t  i s  the  responsibi l ity  of  our 
internat ional  bodies  to  come in  and 
invest igate  because  we need un-
biased invest igat ions  that  are  not 
tainted by the  racia l ized histor y  of 
America’s  past  and America’s  pres-
ent ,  and because  of  that ,  i t  i s  essen-
t ia l  not  only  that  we br ing in  these 
federa l  resources ,  but  that  we br ing 
in  internat ional  resources  as  wel l ,” 
Gordon shared explaining the  deci-
s ion to  submit  a  request  to  the  UN. 
“It’s  not  an e ither/or ;  i t’s  a  both/and. 
We are  ca l l ing for  as  many resourc-
es  to  be  used as  poss ible  to  help 
address  this  horr i f ic  issue  that  just 
cont inues  to  happen.”
       Though the  le tter  references 
the  ongoing invest igat ions  into  the 
deaths  of  indiv iduals  l ike  Wel ls ,  Er v-
ing ,  and more,  Gordon explains  that 
the  LDF’s  request  does  not  hinder 
nor  create  any prel iminar y  conclu-
s ions  in  these  cases ,  but  rather  am-
pl i f ies  the  nuances  of  these  cases . 
       “What  we are  seeing is  growing 
evidence that  racia l  bias  in  law en-

NAACP c al ls  for  fe deral ,UN investigations  p age 8
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MUST BE 18 TO PLAY. Problem Gambling Helpline: 877-718-5543.

Lottery Funds
Build Bright
Beginnings.
The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over 
$13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across 
the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children 
receive a free NC Pre-K education, helping to prepare 
them to thrive throughout their educational journey.

Visit MovingNCStudentsForward.com or scan the QR code
to see how lottery funds have impacted your community. 
If lottery funds have benefi ted you or your student, submit
your story to be entered for a chance to earn $2,000!

The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over The North Carolina Education Lottery has raised over 
$13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across $13 billion to support our schools, staff, and students across 
the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children the state. Thanks to lottery funds, thousands of children 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals will be received until :00 PM on 
in Dehuguley Building 602 North Benbow Rd., Greensboro, NC 27411, 
for the construction of North Carolina A and T Yanceyville Center

HVAC Replacements, at which time and place bids will be opened 
and read aloud.

Electronic specifications (PDF) for this project can be obtained from

Contact 

An open pre-bid meeting will be held for all interested bidders on
2026, at the NC A and T Yanceyville Center located at 2105 Yanceyville 
Street, Greensboro, North Carolina 27405 at :00 AM. The meeting will 
address project specific questions, issues, bidding procedures and bid 
forms. 

The state reserves the unqualified right to reject any and all proposals. 

The Pre-Bid Meeting is Mandatory.

 

October 20, 2026,3

Sept 29,

3

Teresa White, teresa.white@rmf.com

YANCEYVILLE CENTER HVAC REPLACEMENTS
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Hel lo,  I  want  to  shal l  my thoug hts  re v ie w ing Afric an Achiv ies .“Slaver y  is  w hite 
histor y.  How we sur v ive d it  is  Black histor y.”  The words  make an imp or tant  dis-
tinction ab out  how the  histor y  of  s laver y  is  often taug ht .  Enslavement  was  not 
s omething Black p e ople  create d or  chos e  for  thems elves .  It  was  a  system bui lt , 
enforce d and prof ite d from by p e ople  and institutions  that  turne d human b e-
ings  into prop er ty  for  prof it  and gre e d and made racia l  ine quality  p ar t  of  law 
and s o ciety.  But  Black histor y  c annot  b e  re duce d to  w hat  s laver y  did to  us .  It 
a ls o  includes  w hat  enslave d Afric ans  and our des cendants  did in  spite  of  it .  The y 
pres er ve d fami l ies  and traditions,  create d ne w cu ltures ,  practice d their  faith, 
learne d and taug ht  one another,  resiste d their  enslavers  and bui lt  communities 
under  conditions  designe d to  deny them control  over  a lmost  e ver y  p ar t  of  their 
l ives .  Resistance  to ok many forms.  S ome es c ap e d slaver y  throug ht  networks  of 
assistance  or  create d indep endent  Maro on communities .  Others  organiz e d re-
volts ,  s e cret ly  learne d to  read,  pres er ve d Afric an traditions,  negotiate d for 
greater  control  over  their  l ives  or  simply  refus e d to  a l low slaver y  to  complete-
ly  determine w ho the y were.  Sur v ival  i ts el f  re quire d extraordinar y adaptation 
across  generations.  The histor y  of  s laver y  must  b e  rememb ere d in  a l l  i ts  br utal-
ity,  but  s o  must  the  p e ople  w ho sur v ive d it ,  resiste d it  and create d l ives  b e yond 
it .  Their  stor y  is  not  only  ab out  w hat  was  done to  them.  It  is  a ls o  ab out  w hat 
the y bui lt ,  prote cte d and p ass e d dow n despite  e ver ything that  was  done to  pre-
vent  them from doing s o. 

Hel lo,  For  s ome Hisp anic  Americ ans  w ho supp or te d Donald Tr ump in 2024, 
to day ’s  aggressive  ICE crackdow n may b e  a  p ainfu l  re ckoning.  E xp ande d 
arrests  and dep or tation op erations  have  increasing ly  swept  up p e ople  w ith-
out  criminal  re cords,  including longtime residents  w ith fami l ies  and jobs. 
Rep or ts  of  forcefu l  raids,  detention,  and controversia l  enforcement  tactics 
have  intensif ie d fears  in  Hisp anic  communities  including in  Nor th C arolina 
and Gre ensb oro.  What  s ome voters  exp e cte d as  immigration enforcement  has 
b e come,  for  them,  a  harsh real ity  af fe cting neig hb ors,  relatives  and friends. 
Their  regret  ref le cts  the  real ization that  p olit ic a l  choices  c an c arr y  cons e-
quences  far  b e yond ele ction day.  Just  to day ICE unjustif iably  shot  a  Hsp anic 
immigrant  in  the  b ack in  Austin Texas.  He was  legal ly  here  w ith a  work v isa, 
had no criminal  re cord and was  work ing for  Do or Dash and was  mak ing a 
fo o d del iver y  w hen ICE,  w ithout  provo c ation,  shot  him.  Who  you vote  for 
c an have  l i fe  or  death cons e quences.  ICE k i l l ings,  the  Iran War and mi l l ions 
of  Americ ans  bing k icke d off  of  Ob amac are  are  ver y  tel l ing examples  of  this 
real ity.

G o o d morning,  G-times,  you k now,  Tr ump’s  Motto got  to  b e,  promis e  e ver y-
thing,  del iver  nothing and blame s ome one els e.  I  vote d for  him.  What  the  hel l 
was  I  think ing.

What  up,  G-times?There  w i l l  a lways  b e  a  man richer  than your b oy friend/hus-
b and and there  w i l l  a lways  b e  a  lady hotter  than your g ir l fr iend/w ife.  Help your 
man b e come your choice  help your woman b e come your que en.  It  only  takes  one 
sp e cia l  woman or  man w ho loves  you and c ares  to  make you happy and b e  a  p osi-
tive  and spiritual  p ar t  of  your l i fe.  Just  rememb er,  happiness  star ts  w ith you not 
w ith your relationships  ,  not  w ith your job,  not  w ith your mone y but  w ith you. 
There  are  many p e ople  w ith mone y w ho complain and w hine a l l  the  t ime.  Rela-
tionship go als  star ts  w ith you.  Have a  great  day and stay  bless e d e ver yone.

G o o d afterno on,  I  want  to  let  your readers  k now that  I  re ceive d and e-mai l  in-
forming me that   City ’s  C ommission on the  Status  of  Women (CSW)w i l l  hosts  its 
11th-annual  Pur ple  Tre e  L ig hting C eremony at  6  pm on We dnes day,  Octob er  7, 
on the  front  steps  of  the  Melv in Municip al  Off ice  Bui lding,  300 W. Washington 
St .  The e vent  commemorates  Domestic  Violence  Awareness  Month in  Octob er. 
Par ticip ants  are  encourage d to  wear  pur ple  to  ack now le dge domestic  v iolence 
sur v ivors  and v ictims.  The CSW p ar tnere d w ith the  Gui lford C ounty Fami ly 
Justice  C enter,  The Gre ensb oro p olice  Dep ar tment ,  the  Gre ensb oro Dep ar tment 
of  Human R ig hts  and the  Gui lford C ouny ’s  Sherif f ’s  Off ice  in  this  e vent .  I  hop e 
a l l  w ho are  intereste d or  are  v ictims of  domestic  v iolence  w i l l  attend.
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Publisher’s View
S eptemb er 2026 E dition
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2026 Midterm E le ctions  Most  C ons e quentia l 
for  Afric an-Americ ans

forcement ,  in  medica l  examinat ion, 
things  l ike  that ,  have  skewed the 
results  of  suspic ious  deaths  to  where 
a  lot  of  medica l  examiner  of f ices  are 
ac tua l ly  c lass i f y ing what  should be 
a  homicide  as  suic ides  for  var ious 
reasons ,”  she  explains  c it ing a  2025 
Mar y land audit  of  cases  handled 
by former Mar y land State  Medica l 
Examiner  Dr.  David Fowler  which 
found that  dozens  of  pol ice  custody 
deaths  were  misclass i f ied as  acci-
denta l  or  of  unknown causes  c it ing 
that  racia l  and pro-pol ice  biases  may 
have  contr ibuted to  the  mischarac-

ter izat ions . 
       “Our research has  determined 
that  O CME was  especia l ly  unl ikely 
to  c lass i f y  death as  a  homicide  i f  the 
decedent  was  Black or  i f  they  died 
af ter  being restrained by pol ice ,”  At-
torney Genera l  Anthony Brown said 
at  the  t ime.  “ These  f indings  have 
profound implicat ions  across  our 
just ice  system.  They speak to  sys-
temic  issues  rather  than indiv idual 
conduct .”
       An example,  the  LDF attorney 
says ,  i s  “concrete  ev idence”  that 
things  may be  being skewed in  these 

invest igat ions ,  thus  explaining the 
growing suspic ions  in  some commu-
nit ies . 
       “Black people  are  dying.  Black 
l ives  are  being under va lued,  and we 
need to  address  that  head-on.  Other-
wise,  the  past  i s  just  going to  cont in-
ue to  repl icate  it se l f  in  the  present ,” 
she  emphasized. 
       Whi le  the  LDF is  s t i l l  await ing a 
response  f rom C ongress ,  the  organi-
zat ion is  encouraging communit ies , 
regardless  of  whether  or  not  a  suspi-
c ious  death has  taken place  in  their 
state ,  to  contact  their  e lec ted of f i -

NAACP c al ls  for  fe deral ,  UN investigations/  suspicious  deaths 
of  Black p e ople  from p age -  1

       North Carol ina  midterm 2026 
elec t ions  are  one of  the  most  conse-
quent ia l  for  Afr ican Americans  s ince 
the  1964 Civi l  Rights  Act .  Demo-
crats  gaining control  of  the  North 
Carol ina  Genera l  Assembly,  and 
US C ongress   i s  essent ia l  to  begin 
to  end the  Trump administrat ion’s 
t r ick le-down racism f rom the  White 
House  to  the  North Carol ina  Gener-
a l  Assembly.   Pres ident  Trump has 
issued racist  Execut ive  Orders  dis-
mant l ing ant i-racist  DEI  programs 
and init iat ives  revers ing decades  of 
federa l  pol ic ies  address ing racia l 
inequity.   His  Execut ive  Orders  are  a 
racist  attack on racia l  equity,  repar-
at ive  just ice  and gains  of  the  Civi l 
Rights  Movement .  The North Caro-
l ina  Republ ican control led Genera l 
Assembly  has  ac ted in  concer t  with 
the  Trump’s  racia l ly  discr iminator y 
Execut ive  Orders .  They passed North 
Carol ina  House  Bi l l  171 and North 
Carol ina  S enate  Bi l l  227.  The Bi l ls 
restr ic ted inst itut ional  e f for ts  to 
address  racia l  inequal ity.   Governor 
Josh Ste in  vetoed the  Bi l ls .  Howev-
er,  the  State  leg is lature  over turned 
Ste in’s  Veto on Ju ly  1st .  Ste in  cr it i -
c ized the  overr ides  in  par t  as  “stok-

ing the  cultura l  wars  that  div ide  us .” 
He went  on to  say,  “…they are  over-
r iding my veto  on bi l l s  to  whitewash 
the  divers ity  that  make our  state 
st rong…”
       For  Afr ican Americans ,  the 
midterm elec t ions  results  wi l l  deter-
mine whether  government  laws and 
pol ic ies  expand or  restr ic t  the  tools 
avai lable  to  cha l lenge racia l  inequal-
ity.  It  i s  essent ia l  for  the  Democrat ic 
Par ty  to  win control  of  the  North 
Carol ina  House  and S enate,  as  wel l 
as  both chambers  of  the  U.S .  C on-
gress .  Unfor tunately,  over  the  past 
decade,  the  Republ ican Par ty—the 
Par ty  of  L incoln—has become the 
par ty  of  George  Wal lace.  Wal lace, 
the  former governor  of  Alabama, 
famously  declared,  “S egregat ion now, 
segregat ion tomorrow,  and segrega-
t ion forever”  dur ing his  inaugura l 
address  on Januar y  14,  1963.  That 
statement  became a  ra l ly ing cr y  for 
those  opposing desegregat ion dur ing 
the  Civi l  Rights  Movement .  Trump 
has  welcomed the  Proud B oys  and 
other  white  supremacist  groups  into 
his  pol it ica l  camp.  Many par t ic i-
pated in  the  Januar y  6  insurrect ion 
and were  pardoned by Trump.  His 

Execut ive  Orders  have  restored un-
const itut ional  racia l  discr iminat ion 
and ended merit-based equal  oppor-
tunity.  These  Orders  and pol ic ies 
del iberately  mislead the  publ ic  and 
weaponize  c iv i l  r ights  laws meant  to 
prevent  discr iminat ion and ensure 
ever y  American has  a  fair  chance to 
compete.  We must  a lso  not  forget  the 
nat ionwide ef for ts ,  led  by  the  White 
House,  to  suppress  the  Black vote  by  
advancing racia l  gerr ymander ing . 
       The 2026 midterm elec t ions 
come as  a  def ining moment  for  ra-
c ia l  equal ity  in  North Carol ina  and 
America .  In  2026,  one seat  on the 
North Carol ina  Supreme C ourt  wi l l 
be  up for  e lec t ion.  This  seat  is  cur-
rent ly  held  by  Anita  Earls ,  a  Demo-
crat ,  who is  seeking re-elec t ion and 
whose  seat  expires  at  the  end of  the 
year.  For  Afr ican Americans ,  the 
2026 midterm elec t ions  wi l l  deter-
mine who writes ,  who defends ,  and 
chal lenges  c iv i l  r ights  laws and pol-
ic ies .  Voter  reg istrat ion,  c iv ic  orga-
niz ing ,  and voter  turnout  wi l l  have  a 
direc t  impact  on both North Carol i-
na and the  United States  c iv i l  r ights 
pol ic y.
       

NAACP c al ls  for  investigations  -  p age 8

7          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

   E arl  Jones,  Publisher  
 The Gre ensb oro Times 



8          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

       Viola  Davis  has  re jec ted Tar-
get’s  apolog y over  a  chi ldren’s  Hal-
loween costume that  was  pul led 
f rom stores  af ter  drawing cr it ic ism 
for  evoking racist  blackface  car ica-
tures .
       The Oscar-winning ac tor  ad-
dressed Target  direc t ly  in  an Ins-
tagram post  on Tuesday,  shar ing 
an image of  the  costume a longside 
histor ica l  minstrel  imager y.  “ Target , 
I  do not  accept  your  apolog y and I 
do not  bel ieve  that  you understand 
the  impact . . . the  pain. . . the  dehuman-
isat ion of  the  above,”  she  wrote.
“ These  images  laid  the  foundat ion 
and the  ideolog y for  ever y  atrocity 
that  has  been committed against  my 
people.”
       Davis  ended her  message :  “We 
MAT TER!!  You have  shown us  that 
you are  not  on OUR s ide.”
       The Independent  has  contacted 
Target  for  comment .
       The costume,  marketed as  the 
“Kids’  Glows Under  Black l ight  Cir-
cus  Clown” out f it ,  was  sold  by  Tar-
get  for  $25.  The l is t ing was  removed 
fol lowing the  back lash.
      The product  showed a  young 
Black boy wear ing the  costume – a 
black-and-orange chevron and ar-
g y le  bodysuit ,  black g loves ,  and a 
hood with an exaggerated smi le  and 
smal l  top hat .
      The image led to  cr it ic ism on-
l ine  because  of  i t s  perceived resem-
blance  to  racist  imager y  associated 
with blackface  minstrelsy,  a  form 
of  19th-centur y  American enter-
tainment  in  which white  per formers 

darkened their  faces  and used exag-
gerated features  to  car icature  Black 
people.

       Cr it ics  speci f ica l ly  pointed to 
the  costume’s  exaggerated mouth 
and the  chi ld’s  pose  as  resembling 
histor ica l  minstrel  imager y.
       Target  apologised on Monday 
and said  the  costume should never 
have  been sold.  “As a  company,  we 
know we got  this  wrong,  and we are 
deeply  sorr y,”  the  retai ler  said  in  a 
statement .  “ The costume is  of fensive 
and should never  have  been par t 
of  our  assor tment .  It  i s  no longer 
avai lable  for  sa le .”
       The company said  it  knew the 
incident  was  “especia l ly  hur t fu l  for 
our  Black guests ,  team members  and 
par tners”  and descr ibed removing 
the  costume as  “an important  f i rst 

s tep”.
       The company said  it  was  exam-
ining “how this  happened and what 
needs  to  change to  ensure  this  won’t 
happen again”.
       Target  did  not  publ ic ly  explain 
how the  costume was  approved nor 
did  it  ident i f y  the  people  responsi-
ble  for  it s  des ign and review.
       For  ac t iv ists  who have  cr it i -
c ised Target’s  retreat  f rom DEI,  the 
costume has  become a  new test  of 
the  company’s  c laim that  it  i s  com-
mitted to  Black customers  and em-
ployees .
       Sheletta  Brundidge,  a  Minneap-
ol is-area  business  leader  who pro-
tested the  company’s  DEI rol lback, 
told  Reuters :  “You rol led back diver-
s ity,  so  who’s  in  the  room,  now,  to 
say  ‘hey,  this  i s  wrong? ’”
       Rev Jamal  Br yant ,  who led a 
40-day Target  boycott  last  year,  was 
more direct ,  te l l ing  the  Washing-
ton Post  that  a  costume evoking Jim 
Crow-era  minstrel  imager y  “ is  not 
s imply  gett ing it  wrong”.
      He said  the  incident  showed that 
Target  “st i l l  lacks  corporate  diver-
s ity  among decis ion-makers”  and 
needed concrete  internal  changes .
      The Independent  is  the  world’s 
most  f ree-thinking news brand, 
providing g lobal  news,  commentar y 
and analys is  for  the  independent-
ly-minded.  We have grown a  huge, 
g lobal  readership of  independent ly 
minded indiv iduals ,  who va lue  our 
t rusted voice  and commitment  to 
posit ive  change.  Our miss ion,  mak-
ing change happen,  has  never  been 

Viola  Dav is  re je cts  Target’s  ap olog y after  Hal lowe en 
costume b ack lash Stor y by Shahana Yasmin
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cia ls ,  encouraging them to  support 
the  commission.  However,  on the 
nat ional  f ront ,  Gordon te l ls  theGrio 
that  the  organizat ion has  received 
a  response  f rom a  par ty  within the 
United Nat ions  and is  working to  set 
up a  meet ing to  discuss  it . 
       “ These  are  not  isolated inci-
dents ;  these  are  interconnected,” 
she  concluded.  “ The one overarch-

ing point  that  I  wi l l  re iterate  is  that 
Black l ives  are  no less  important 
than any other  l ives .  It  i s  t ru ly,  t ru ly 
hear tbreaking to  see  so  many deaths 
go unaddressed or  be  obfuscated in 
some way because  it’s  showing black 
people  that  ‘hey,  you don’t  matter 
as  much as  other  people,’  and it’s 
important  not  only  to  combat  that 
vehement ly,  but  to  a lso  keep close  to 

the  hear t  your  own va lue  and your 
own sense  of  personal  worth,  be-
cause  it  doesn’t  matter  what  other 
people  te l l  you,  what  other  systems 
te l l  you,  other  ent it ies  te l l  you.  We 
know who we are.  We know what  we 
br ing to  the  table .  We know that  we 
matter,  and it’s  important  to  inter-
nal ize  that  and use  that  to  dr ive  us 
for ward in  this  movement .”

NAACP c al ls  for  investigations  from p age -  7
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       Despite  the  closure  of  an essen-
t ia l  s tate-supported network,  Black 
business  owners  are  st i l l  f inding 
ways  to  f lex  their  economic muscles . 
They held  a  business  economic lead-
ership summit  at  the  Internat ional 
Civ i l  Rights  C enter  and Museum in 
Greensboro last  week,  (S ept .  10th) .
       “we’re  here  to  ta lk  about 
solut ions ,  recommendat ions  and 
next  steps”  said  Gerr y  McCants , 
C o-Founder,  Greensboro Business 
League.  We a lso  have  an execut ive 
order  and resolut ion to  speak to 
some of  the  things  we ta lked about 
here  today that  we hope the  gover-
nor’s  of f ice  wi l l  do”
       Af ter  27  years ,  North Carol ina’s 
Of f ice  of  Histor ica l ly  Underut i l ized 
Businesses  was  e l iminated f rom the 
state  budget  in  Ju ly,  impact ing ap-
proximately  6 ,400 minor ity-  and 
women-owned construct ion busi-
nesses  that  held  HUB cer t i f icat ions . 
       Nikki-Nicole  Mi les  is  found-
er  and pr incipa l  l ight ing des igner 
of  Gl immer & Glow Architec tura l 
L ight ing Design,  a  Durham-based 
l ight ing des ign f i rm.  She told  The 
Tr ibune that  c losure  of  the  HUB 
of f ice  wi l l  widen the  gap between 
smal l ,  MWBE and larger,  establ ished 

businesses . 
       “‘Other’  f i rms do not  face  the 
same systemic  barr iers  to  growth as 
smal l  Black-owned businesses  do. 
The closure  of  the  of f ice  was  inten-
t ional ,”  Mi les  wrote  in  a  statement . 
“ The wealth  generat ion pipel ine  for 
minor ity  businesses  is  now restr ic t-
ed even more.  Histor y  has  shown 
the  impact  of  removing the  access , 
resources  and reach of  an ent ire 
group of  people.  The goal  i s  erasure, 
not  equity  or  inclusion.”
       Black chamber  leaders ,  business 
owners  and pol ic ymakers  meet ing 
in  Greensboro was  to  st rateg ize  a 
path for ward.  Greater  Durham Black 
Chamber  Pres ident  and CEO CJ 
Broder ick  del ivered remarks ,  saying 
“now is  the  t ime to  bui ld  Black eco-
nomic power.
       “When the  Genera l  Assembly 
repea led the  statutes  that  created 
the  HUB Off ice ,  they  didn’t  just 
c lose  an of f ice .  They dismant led 
the  statewide system that  gave  more 
than 6 ,400 cer t i f ied f i rms a  f ront 
door  to  opportunity :  cer t i f icat ion, 
advocac y,  accountabi l ity  and a  seat 
at  the  table .” 
       Par tnered with the  Greensboro 
Business  League,  The C ol lec t ive  and 

others ,  the  GDB CC del ivered a  ca l l 
to  ac t ion:  demand the  state  create 
avenues  through which underut i-
l ized businesses  can compete. 
       Broder ick  a lso  said  that  House 
Bi l l  171,  leg is lat ion banning diver-
s ity,  equity  and inclusion,  and “pro-
moting equal ity  in  state  agencies” 
has  not  yet  been passed in  the  North 
Carol ina  S enate.  Since  this  year 
br ings  midterm elec t ions ,  he  asked 
that  const ituents  urge  their  repre-
sentat ives  to  oppose  the  bi l l .
       Ca lv in Stevens  Jr.  i s  pres ident 
of  CATE S er vices ,  another  Durham-
based f irm specia l iz ing in  construc-
t ion,  des ign and program man-
agement .  CATE was  contractua l ly 
ident i f ied in  agreements  with  Red 
Hat ,  the  c ity  of  R ale igh,  the  R ale igh 
C onvent ion C enter  speci f ica l ly,  as  a 
minor ity-owned par tner  for  the  Red 
Hat  Amphitheater  and C onvent ion 
C enter  projec t  –  a  $40 mi l l ion dea l . 
CATES was  not i f ied of  terminat ion 
of  the  contract  last  month.
       The f i rm had an establ ished 
relat ionship with the  c ity,  having 
been contracted to  remove a  granite 
statue  memoria l iz ing fa l len C onfed-
erate  soldiers  f rom the  State  Capita l 
in  June 2020.

Nor th C arolina Black business  ow ners  organiz e 
in  resp ons e  to  Nor th C arolina HUB closure

G err y McC ants,  C o-Founder, 
Gre ensb oro Business  L eague

(L-R)  NC Rep.  Amos Quick,  NC S enator 
Gladys  Robins on,  G erald C arr,  CEO, ALL-
Pro Bui lders  ,  and Attorne y Michel le  C lark 
Jenk ins,

G abriel  Esp arza,  NC 
Dept .  of  Administra-
tion

200 plus  Nor th C arolina  business  ow ners 
attende es/summit  and tow nhal l  e vent

Business  leaders  from across  Nor th C arolina ass emble d at  the  International  Civ i l  R ig hts 
C enter  & Mus eum to condemn the el imination of  the  HUB off ice  and plan next  steps.

Nor th C arolia  HUB off ice  c losure  -  p age 13

Triang le  Ne ws/G-b oro Times e dit
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PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY
Draft MPO Program of Projects

The Greensboro MPO invites the public to review and comment on the 
Draft FY 2027 Program of Projects (POP). The POP lists proposed 
transit grants for the Greensboro Transit Agency (GTA), Piedmont Au-
thority for Regional Transportation (PART), and Guilford County Trans-
portation and Mobility Services (TAMS). These agencies plan to apply for 
the grants during the 2027 federal fi scal year, which runs from October 1, 
2026 to September 30, 2027.

• The public comment period is open through September 23, 2026.

• The draft Program of Projects is available at www.guampo.org.

The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will consider the draft POP 
for adoption at its September 30, 2026 meeting. If you wish to speak 
at the TAC public hearing on the POP, please email guampo@greens-
boro-nc.gov by 5:00 PM on September 25, 2026. 

For more information, to submit comments, or to view the draft POP visit 
www.guampo.org, email guampo@greensboro-nc.gov, or call (336) 373-
2865, or write to: 

Greensboro Urban Area MPO
Attn: Draft Program of Projects
P.O. Box 3136
Greensboro, NC 27402-3136

Anyone in need of auxiliary aids or interpretive services may call (336) 
373-2865.

Topics Covered:
• City Council news
• City project updates
• Arts and entertainment 
• Job postings
• Road closures 
• And more! 
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       I  s tar ted researching Dol ly  Par-
ton expect ing to  f ind the  usual  ce-
lebr ity  statements  about  race.  What 
I  found was  more interest ing .
       Par ton grew up in  segregat-
ed Tennessee  and didn’t  encounter 
Black students  unt i l  h igh school . 
Yet  her  exper iences  later  cha l lenged 
what  she  had been taught .  In  2020, 
she  s imply  said,  “Of  course  Black 
l ives  matter.”  But  words  are  easy. 
What  caught  my attent ion was  her 
ac t ions .  Af ter  Whitney Houston 
turned Par ton’s  “I  Wil l  Always  Love 
You” into  a  worldwide hit ,  Par ton 
used some of  that  success  to  pur-
chase  proper ty  in  a  histor ica l ly 

Black Nashvi l le  neighborhood.  She 
said  she  wanted to  be  there  with 
“her  people,  who are  my people  as 
wel l .”
       That  made me think.  You don’t 
have  to  be  Black to  recognize  rac-
ism.  You don’t  have  to  exper ience 
it  personal ly  to  understand it .  And 
you don’t  have  to  speak for  Black 
people  to  stand with Black people.
      Par ton a lso  changed the  name of 
her  Dixie  Stampede att ract ion af ter 
recognizing its  C onfederate  associa-
t ions .  To me,  that’s  another  import-
ant  lesson:  when you rea l ize  some-
thing is  wrong,  you have  a  choice, 
defend it  or  change it .

       My research didn’t  convince  me 
that  Dol ly  Par ton understands  the 
Black exper ience.  She doesn’t .  What 
it  d id  make me rea l ize  is  that  some-
t imes  we spend so  much t ime iden-
t i f y ing people  who don’t  understand 
us  that  we overlook people  who are 
ac tua l ly  t r y ing to  understand.
       An a l ly  doesn’t  have  to  look 
l ike  you.  S omet imes  character  is 
revea led not  by  what  someone says 
about  us ,  but  by  what  they ’re  wi l l ing 
to  do when nobody is  watching.

by L arr y  “Syid”  Wright 

       She  grew up poor,  one of  a 
dozen chi ldren l iv ing in  a  one-room 
shack in  the  foothi l ls  of  Tennes-
see’s  Great  Smoky Mountains .  She 
became a  countr y  music  legend,  an 
A-l ist  Hol lywood actor,  mi l l ionaire 
businesswoman and pop-culture 
icon,  a  star  who soared so  high and 
burned so  br ight ly  that  she  was 
known worldwide s imply  by  her 
g iven f irst  name:  Dol ly.
       Yet  despite  achieving g lobal 
superstardom,  accumulat ing a  vast 
for tune and reaching larger-than-
l i fe  status  in  an industr y  that  st rug-
g les  with  divers ity,   Dol ly  Par ton 
was  embraced by the  Black commu-
nity.  When her  fami ly  announced 
her  death at  age  80 on Tuesday,  a 
wide  range of  Black icons  — includ-
ing the  nat ion’s  f i rst  Black pres i-
dent  — noted her  pass ing . 
       Par ton died af ter  a  br ief  batt le 
with  cancer. 
       Whi le  many Black admirers 
praised Par ton’s  ar t ist r y  and hai led 
her  improbable  r ise  to  stardom, 
others  noted she  was  a  white  per-

son who “got  it”— someone who 
not  only  saw and understood Black 
America  but  a lso  empathized with 
the  people  and tr ied to  help.  They 
descr ibed her  as  a  quiet  but  consis-
tent  socia l- just ice  advocate  whose 
consciousness  l ikely  was  shaped by 
her  humble  beginnings . 
        Dur ing her  s ix-decade ca-
reer,  Par ton embraced Black ar t-
ists ,  spoke plain ly  against  racism, 
distr ibuted mi l l ions  of  books  that 
helped count less  Black chi ldren 
read,  invested roya lt ies  into  a 
Black Nashvi l le  neighborhood f rom 
arguably  her  biggest  hit  — which 
a  Black woman transformed into a 
t imeless ,  Grammy-winning pop an-
them.  And she  t reated Black people 
and culture  not  as  something out-
s ide  her  world,  but  as  par t  of  i t . 
       “I  understand people  having 
to  make themselves  known and fe lt 
and seen,”  Par ton told  Bi l lboard 
dur ing the  protests  and racia l 
reckoning fol lowing the  murder 
of  George  Floyd in  2020.  “And of 
course  Black l ives  matter.  Do we 

think our  l i t t le  white  asses  are  the 
only  ones  that  matter?  No!”
       Perhaps  most  s igni f icant ly,  in 
her  ar t  and her  inter views,  Par ton 
never  pretended that  her  impover-
ished chi ldhood — ostracized,  made 
fun of ,  see ing her  parents  sweat , 
toi l  and swal low pr ide  just  to  put 
food on the  table  — was  charming. 
She seemed to  understand that  in-
equal ity  and pover ty  are  systemic , 
that  a  helping hand can make a  big 
di f ference,  and that  chi ldren can’t 
dream beyond the  world  they know 
unless  someone places  poss ibi l ity 
within reach.
       “It’s  hard to  imagine many peo-
ple  having a  bigger  impact ,”  former 
Pres ident  Barack Obama wrote  on 
socia l  media .  “B orn in  a  one-room 
cabin,  she  earned 11 Grammys and 
an Emmy,  bui lt  a  business  empire, 
helped mi l l ions  of  k ids  learn to 
read…What  a  l i fe .”
Former Vice  Pres ident  Kamala  Har-
r is ,  the  f i rst  Black woman to  ser ve 
in  the  of f ice  and receive  a  major 
par ty ’s  pres ident ia l  nominat ion, 

Dol ly  Par ton Didn’t  Just  Say  Black L ives  Mattere d.  She 
Showe d It . by Re v.  Dorothy S.  B ou lware  8-25-26
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B ennett  col lege  was  founde d as  a  normal  s cho ol 
to  e duc ate  fre e d enslave d p e ople  in  1873 by 
Albion Winegar  Tourge e,  a  former Civ i l  War 
s oldier,  law yer,  judge,  and the  founder  of  the 
National  Citiz en’s  R ig hts  Ass o ciation.  He rep-
res ente d Homer Plessy  in  the  ground-break ing 
Supreme C our t  c as e  Plessy  v.  Fergus on

A Florida woman identif ie d as  Melissa  Pay ne w i l l  not  face  criminal  charges  after  fata l ly 
sho oting 62-year-old Bar t  DiGug lielmo during a  confrontation over  a  p ark ing sp ace  at  a 
Walmar t  in  Nor th L auderdale.
       The June 30 incident  was  c apture d on mu ltiple  v ide os.  Pros e cutors  said  DiGug lielmo 
rep eate d ly  appro ache d Pay ne despite  warnings  to  stay  away as  she  b acke d away from him. 
Pay ne u ltimately  f ire d one shot ,  str i k ing him in the  ab domen.  He later  die d at  the  hospita l .
       The Broward C ounty State  Attorne y ’s  Off ice  determine d that  pros e cutors  cou ld not 
disprove Pay ne’s  c laim that  she  reas onably  feare d death or  s erious  b o di ly  harm.  Under 
Florida’s  Stand Your Ground law,  off icia ls  conclude d she  was  immune from pros e cution 
and had no legal  duty  to  retreat .  DiGug lielmo’s  fami ly  disputes  that  conclusion and says 
the  sho oting was  not  justi f ie d.

Mar tin L  King Jr  a long w ith his  father  Mar tin 
L  King Sr  and his  s on Mar tin L  King III ,  1960.

Hig h Point  Alumnae C hapter  Delta  Sigma Theta 
S orority,  Inc .
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                                                         ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

                                            YANCEYVILLE CENTER RO OF REPL ACEMENT

               C ontact  Teresa  White,  teresa,w hite@rmf.com

               S eale d prop osals  w i l l  b e  re ceive d unti l  2 :00 PM on Octob er  20,  2026,  in  the 

               DeHugu le y  Bui lding 602 Nor th B enb ow Ro ad,  Gre ensb oro,  NC 27411,  for 
 
               the   constr uction of  Nor th C arolina A and T Yance y v i l le  C enter  Ro of  Replacement
                    
               at  w hich time and place  bids  w i l l  bids  w i l l  b e   op en and read a loud.

               E le ctronic  sp e cif ic ations  (PDF) for  this  proje ct  c an b e  obtaine d from REI Engine ers ,
                    
               9121 Ans on Way,  Suite  100,  Releig h,  Nor th C arolina 27615.  C ontact  John Dav ins on

               jdav ins on@reiengine ers .com 919 219 2569 b eginning S eptemb er 28.  2026.
                    

               An op en pre-bid me eting w i l l  b e  held for  a l l  intereste d bidders  on S eptemb er 29,  2026, 

               at  the  NCA and T Yance y v i l le  C enter  lo c ate d at  2105 Yance y v i l le  Stre et ,  Gre ensb oro, 

               Nor th C arolina 27405 at  2 :00 PM. The me eting w i l l  address  proje ct  sp e cif ic  questions, 

               i ssues,  bidding pro ce dures  and bid forms.

               The state  res er ves  the  unqualif ie d rig ht  to  reje ct  any and a l l  prop osals .

                    
               The Pre-Bid Me eting is  Mandator y.

Nor th C arolina HUB Off ice  C losure  -  from p age -  9

       “It  was  not  convenient  to  re-
move the  confederate  monuments 
for  the  c ity  of  R ale igh,  Red Hat ,  and 
the  R ale igh C onvent ion C enter  in 
the  midst  of  the  George  Floyd r iots . 
It  wasn’t  convenient  for  me and my 
fami ly  to  receive  death threats  f rom 
terror ist  groups  and have  to  have 
pol ice  protect ion to  remove them to 
br ing peace  to  downtown R ale igh,” 
Stevens  said  at  last  week’s  meet ing 
in  Greensboro.  “It  wasn’t  conve-
nient  for  the  R ale igh C onvent ion 
C enter  to  receive  taxpayer  money 
for  the  projec t ,  but  it  i s  apparent ly 

convenient  for  Red Hat ,  the  c ity  of 
R ale igh and the  R ale igh C onvent ion 
C enter  to  terminate  my contract .”     
Stevens  told  The Tr ibune that  his 
f i rm had per formed over  a  year’s 
work on the  projec t . 
       Earl  Jones ,  former NC State 
leg is lator  and co-founder  of  the 
Greensboro Busines  League ca l led 
the  North Carol ina  Genera l  Assem-
bly  leg is lat ion clos ing of  the  HUB 
of f ice ,  “t r ick le  down racism,  the 
ant i-DEI ef for t  in  Trump’s  White 
House  has  t r igg led and infected the 
North Carol ina  Genera l  Assembly.”

       The coa l it ion made three  de-
mands of  Governor  Josh Ste in :          
*  Establ ish  an advisor y  counci l  on 
Black af fairs  in  the  state

*  Transfer  a l l  the  HUB-cer t i f ied 
businesses  to  the  state  Depar tment 
of  Administrat ion’s  Smal l  Business 
Enterpr ise  Program

* Establ ish  a  smal l  business  goa l  of 
25% par t ic ipat ion and establ ished 
“good-faith  ef for ts .”
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vis ion product ion,  broadcast ing ,  and 
dig ita l  media ,  including the  acquis i-
t ion of  The Weather  Channel  and the 
news plat form TheGrio.
       B orn in  Detroit  in  1961,  Al len 
moved to  Los  Angeles  as  a  chi ld  af ter 
his  parents  divorced.  His  ear ly  ex-
posure  to  the  industr y  came v ia  his 
mother,  Carolyn,  a  publ ic ist  for  NB C 
Studios ,  which a l lowed young Byron 
to  mingle  with  stars  l ike  Redd Foxx 
and Freddie  Pr inze.  Al len began per-
forming stand-up comedy at  age  14.
       He was  quick ly  discovered by 
Jimmie Walker,  who invited him to 
join a  wr it ing team that  included 
future  late-night  stars  Jay  Leno and 
David Letterman.  This  t rajec tor y 
culminated in  Al len’s  histor ic  ap-
pearance  at  age  18 on The Tonight 
Show starr ing Johnny Carson,  mak-
ing him the  youngest  comedian to 
ever  per form on the  program.
       Af ter  host ing NB C’s  rea l ity  pro-
gram Real  People  and tour ing as  a 
stand-up opening act  for  music ians 
l ike  Dol ly  Par ton and Lionel  Richie , 
Al len pivoted f rom “show business” 
to  “business  show,”  establ ishing his 
product ion company,  CF Enter tain-
ment ,  in  1993.  His  init ia l  syndicated 
ta lk  show,  Enter tainers  with  Byron 
Al len,  employed a  pioneer ing reve-
nue-shar ing model  in  which he  dis-
tr ibuted the  program to  stat ions  at 

no cost ,  generat ing revenue through 
adver t is ing sa les .
       Despite  ear ly  st ruggles ,  includ-
ing home foreclosures  and the  loss  of 
phone ser vice,  Al len persevered,  and 
his  show remains  in  syndicat ion.
        Renamed Enter tainment  Studios 
in  2003,  the  company is  now va lued 
at  over  $4 .5  bi l l ion.  Al len has  bui lt 
one of  the  industr y ’s  largest  cable 
network por t fol ios ,  featur ing 10 24-
hour HD networks ,  including THE 
WEATHER CHANNEL,  COMEDY.
T V,  CARS.T V,  and LO CAL NOW. The 
company a lso  cont inues  to  produce 
and distr ibute  Emmy Award-winning 
and nominated shows whi le  se l l ing 
adver t is ing for  43  broadcast  and ca-
ble  te lev is ion programs.
       Al len has  aggress ively  pursued 
business  acquis it ions ,  including the 
f i lm distr ibutor  Freesty le  Releas ing 
(now Enter tainment  Studios  Mo-
t ion Pic tures) ,  which released the 
2017 hit  shark thr i l ler  47  Meters 
Down.  Other  f i lm successes  include 
the  Western Host i les  and the  mys-
ter y-thr i l ler  Chappaquiddick.
       In  the  dig ita l  space,  Al len ac-
quired TheGrio in  2016,  t ransform-
ing it  into  a  v ideo-centr ic  news 
plat form that  del ivers  compel l ing 
content  to  Afr ican Americans  and 
att racts  over  20  mi l l ion annual  v is i -
tors .  The company’s  2018 acquis it ion 

of  The Weather  Channel ,  the  No.  1 
weather  news te lev is ion network, 
fur ther  divers i f ied its  por t fol io.  The 
Weather  Channel  has  s ince  deployed 
cutt ing-edge Immersive  Mixed Re-
a l ity  ( IMR) technolog y to  enhance 
cl imate  and weather  repor t ing .
       Al len has  consistent ly  champi-
oned economic inclusion and Black 
ownership of  media  companies ,  as-
ser t ing ,  “Blacks  need to  both be  on 
the  camera and own the  camera.”
      In  October,  Al len was  featured in 
Var iety  and shared his  latest  projec ts 
f rom his  f i lm studio with the  publ i-
cat ion.
       This  v is ion led to  the  format ion 
of  ALLEN MEDIA BROAD CAST-
ING in 2019,  which began bui lding 
a  broadcast  stat ion group through a 
ser ies  of  acquis it ions ,  including 11 
stat ions  f rom USA Televis ion.  He 
a lso  personal ly  par tnered with Sin-
clair  Broadcast  Group to  acquire  21 
Regional  Spor ts  Networks  (RSNs) 
f rom Walt  Disney/FOX C orporat ion 
for  $10.6  bi l l ion.
       Al len is  marr ied to  T V producer 
Jennifer  Lucas ,  and the  couple  has 
three  chi ldren.  He was  inducted into 
Broadcast ing and Cable’s  Broadcast 
Hal l  of  Fame in  2019.

By ron Al len from p age 1

       A hospita l  bui lt  to  me et  the  ne e ds  of  Gre ensb oro’s  Afric an Americ an community  during s egregation was 
re cogniz e d w ith a  Nor th C arolina Hig hway Historic al  Marker.
       The marker  commemorating L.  R ichards on Memorial  Hospita l  was  de dic ate d during an indo or ceremony at 
Barb er  Park Event  C enter  in  Gre ensb oro,  N.C.  (1500 Barb er  Park Dr. ,  Gre ensb oro,  N.C.)  on May 15.  Fol low ing 
the  ceremony,  the  marker  was  insta l le d at  the  corner  of  Washington Stre et  and B enb ow Stre et .

“Put  your  Business  In  The Streets ,”  Adver t ise  In  The Greensboro Times        “Put  your  Business  In  The Streets ,”  Adver t ise  In  The Greensboro Times        
                                             (336)  254-8725                                             (336)  254-8725
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The former Miss  Virginia  USA was  crow ne d Miss  USA 2026 during the  p ageant’s  75th comp etition in  Miami. 
Her  w in marks  a  major  f irst  for  the  organization,  mak ing her  the  f irst  mother,  f irst  marrie d woman,  and 
f irst  woman in her  30s  to  hold the  t it le .

Justus  Kel le y ’s  Miss  USA Win Is  For  Ever y  Black Woman 
C ho osing To L ive  By Her O w n Ru les

       We are  hear ing it  more  and 
more:  l i fe  does  not  end at  30 .  And 
for  many women,  that  is  when 
things  are  just  gett ing good.
       We are  rewrit ing the  ru les , 
changing the  t imel ines ,  and decid-
ing for  ourselves  what  comes next  in 
our  l ives .  We are  changing careers , 
having chi ldren when we want , 
gett ing marr ied when we want ,  and 
going af ter  any and a l l  opportunit ies 
that  may not  have  been avai lable  to 
women before  us .
       Now,  we can add winning Miss 
USA to  the  l i s t .  Meet  Justus  Kel ley.
       The 31-year-old  made histor y 
last  night ,  August  27 ,  snatching the 
t it le  of  Miss  USA 2026.  Represent-
ing Virg inia ,  she  is  the  f i rst  marr ied 
woman,  f i rst  mother,  and f irst  wom-
an over  30  to  win the  nat ional  t it le .
       Don’t  you love  seeing Black 
women change the  game?
       Miss  USA began a l lowing mar-
r ied women and mothers  to  compete 
in  2023.  The pageant  opened el ig i-
bi l ity  to  a l l  women 18 and older  in 
2024.  B efore  that ,  contestants  aged 
out  at  28 .
       Dur ing the  f ina l  quest ion por-

t ion of  the  compet it ion,  Justus 
touched on this .  She  spoke about 
being 31,  marr ied to  her  col lege 
sweethear t ,  and rais ing two foster 
s ibl ings  whi le  cont inuing to  pursue 
her  own goals .
       “What  my year  as  Miss  USA 
would mean and look l ike  is  no lon-
ger  quest ioning i f  we have  to  choose 
between our  ambit ious  careers ,  our 
fami l ies ,  and our  wi ldest  dreams,” 
she  told  the  audience  “I ’m standing 
on this  stage  embracing ever y  par t 
of  who I  am,  and I  bel ieve  that  I  can 
be  your  next  Miss  USA.”
       She  a lso  repor tedly  addressed 
her  histor y-making win at  a  press 
conference  af ter  the  pageant ,  saying 
it  was  “a  huge honor.”  She cont in-
ued,  “I  look at  this  l ike  a  responsi-
bi l ity  to  know that  I  was  t rusted to 
be  the  f i rst .”
       Who Is  Justus  Kel ly,  The New 
Miss  USA
       Whi le  Justus  represented Vir-
g inia ,  she  is  or ig ina l ly  f rom India-
napol is .
       She  earned bachelor’s  and 
master’s  degrees  f rom Indiana Uni-
vers ity,  with  studies  centered on 

community  and publ ic  hea lth .  She 
is  a  member  of  Alpha Kappa Alpha 
S oror ity,  Inc .  Justus  now works  as  a 
senior  phi lanthropic  adviser  for  St . 
Jude Chi ldren’s  Research Hospita l .
       Justus  and her  husband,  Ty ler 
Kel ley,  are  a lso  l icensed foster  par-
ents .  They current ly  care  for  s ib-
l ings  and have  welcomed chi ldren 
ranging in  age  f rom infanc y to  10 
into  their  home.
       Justus  a lso  founded Foster 
Footpr ints  to  support  foster  youth 
and fami l ies  in  the  DMV.
       B efore  t ravel ing to  Miss  USA, 
she  packed some of  her  belongings 
in  t rash bags  to  spot l ight  a  rea l i -
ty  many foster  chi ldren face  when 
enter ing a  new home.  “A trash bag 
should never  be  a  chi ld’s  suitcase,” 
she  told  People.
      And whi le  she  can absolutely 
pul l  of f  a  pageant  gown,  Justus  has 
a lso  ta lked openly  about  thr i f t ing 
her  wardrobe.  She wore  secondhand 
pieces  dur ing the  compet it ion and 
has  used her  fashion choices  to  push 
back on the  idea  that  pageantr y  has 
to  come with a  g iant  pr ice  tag .

by L auren E.  Wi l l iams,
B eautifu l  Magazine

15          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

        Put  Your Business  In The Stre et ,  L o ok Out  For  Your B ottom L ine        Put  Your Business  In The Stre et ,  L o ok Out  For  Your B ottom L ine
                             Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times                             Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times
                                             (336)  254-8725                                             (336)  254-8725



16          THE GREENSBORO TIMES16          THE GREENSBORO TIMES


