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Women’s History Month: The Legacy  of 
Greensboro’s African American Women 
Who Served and Sacrificed for Social and 
Economic Justice

-  Musgrave:  Unsung Heroes  page -  9

Women’s  H istor y  Month -  page 4

       Women’s  Histor y 
Month is  an annual  de-
clared month that  high-
l ights  the  contr ibut ions 
of  women to  events  in 
histor y  and contemporar y 
society.  It  i s  ce lebrat-
ed dur ing March in  the 
United States ,  the  United 
Kingdom, and Austra l ia , 
corresponding with Inter-
nat ional  Women’s  Day on 
March 8 ,
       This  month,  The 
Greensboro Times  ref lec ts 
on the  of ten overlooked 
contr ibut ions  of  Afr i-
can American women in 
Greensboro.  From Caro-
lyn C oleman to  Wil len-
na Cannon,  Greensboro 

had not  acknowledged 
their  contr ibut ions  un-
t i l  recent ly.  The pol it ica l 
power  Afr ican Americans 
have  gained in  Greens-
boro over  the  last  15  years 
has  s lowly  changed that 
rea l ity.  Two examples  to 
note,  in  2021,  the  Greens-
boro City  C ounci l  named 
the  City  C ouci l  Chamber, 
Kat ie  Dorsett  City  C ounci l 
Chamber.  In  Ju ly  2022,  a 
Greensboro street  was  re-
named to  honor Carolyn 
C oleman,  and in  Novem-
ber  2026,  the  Barber  Park 
Event  C enter  was  renamed  
the  Yvonne J  Johnson 
Event  C enter  at  Barber 
Park.  Women’s  Histor y 

Month advocates  wanted 
students ,  especia l ly  g ir ls , 
and more speci f ica l ly,  in 
our  opinion,  l i t t le  Black 
g ir ls ,  to  see  Black women 
as   leaders ,  innovators  and 
change makers .
       The month provides 
space  to  hight l ight  wom-
en’s  achievements  accross 
race,  c lass ,  nat ional ity, 
and f ie lds  of  work and to 
inspire  conversat ion about 
representat ion and inclu-
s ion.  We hight l ight  the 
achievements  of  Yvonne 
Johnson,  Gladys  Shipman,  
Kat ie  Dorsett ,  Wi l lena 
Cannon and Carolyn C ole-
man.

Yvonne Johnson Gladys  Shipman

K at ie  Dorsett Wi l lena Cannon Carolyn Coleman

Ida Prett lo  Musgrave: 
Unsung Heroes  of  the 
1960s  S i t- I ns 

       On Februar y  12,  1960, 
13  Afr ican American stu-
dents  f rom St .  August ine  and 
Shaw Univers ity  were  arrest-
ed on trespass ing charges  in 
Cameron Vi l lage  in  R ale igh, 
North Carol ina .  One of  the 
student  leaders  was  Ida  Mus-
grave,  18 .  Patrolman C.J. 
Wi l l iams,  one of  the  arrest-
ing of f icers  said  they were 
arrested when they fai led to 
move f rom the  s idewalk  in 
f ront  of  Woolworth’s  Five 
and Ten af ter  being ordered 
to  leave  by  store  of f ic ia ls . 

by Gboro -Times
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Women History Month/Rosa Parks 
changed the world

Oxnard—The 40th annual  Dr.  Mar-
t in  Luther  King Day stor y  cont inues 
with  Keynote  Speaker  Dr.  Gay The-
resa  Johnson,  the  Director  of  the 
Blum C enter  on Pover ty,  Inequal ity, 
and Democrac y at  USCB (Univers ity 
of  Cal i fornia ,  Santa  Barbara) .
JOHNSON praised Rosa  Parks ,  who 
stood up to  people  who insisted that 
she  be  in  the  rear  of  the  bus  and was 
arrested.
       “You may do that ,  Parks  said”,  as 
told  by  Johnson.  “She was  par t  of  the 
group of  women who refused to  g ive 
up their  seats  for  over  a  decade.”
       She  said  many people  knew this 
day would come,  and they were  pre-
pared for  it .
       “ The organizing is  a lready going 
on in  southern churches ,  schools , 
and among workers  and a l l ies  was  a l-
ready so  robust  that  when the  cross-
roads  appeared,  Black people  were 
inspired enough and Black people 
were  prepared enough,  Black people 
were  organized enough to  maintain a 
boycott  of  Montgomer y buses  for  an 
ent ire  year.”
      Johnson said  they walked to 
work,  they  refused to  r ide,  unt i l  the 
Supreme C ourt  was  compel led to 
ru le  that  segregat ion in  publ ic  t rans-

por tat ion was  against  the  law.
       “It’s  in  these  crossroads  that 
Mart in  Luther  King Jr.  s teps  fu l ly 
into  the  l ight ,”  she  said.  “He too, 
was  prepared for  the  crossroads . 
This  we know,  and the  power  and 
love  in  which we answered that  ca l l , 
and discernment  of  the  e lements 
of  non-violence  and peace,  he  had 
the  for t itude to  inspire  a l l  that  con-
cerned our  community,  dare  I  say.”
      In  the  face  of  the  most  gr ievous 
racia l  v iolence,  she  asked what  they 
wi l l  do now.
      The s ituat ion we faced today 
might  seem fami l iar,  as  “racist ,  sex-
ist  leaders .”
       “ These  are  leaders  who are 
convic ted pedophi les  and rapists ,” 
she  said.  “ There  are  white  suprema-
cists  who preach white  nat ional ism 
without  reser ve,  who ban our  books , 
and compare  our  inf luencers  to  our 
ancestors  who died for  their  f ree-
dom too.  There  are  leaders  who take 
away our  hea lthcare,  and our  r ights 
to  educat ion,  hea lthcare,  reproduc-
t ive  f reedom and leaders  who tr y  to 
demoral ize  us ,  and make us  witness 
to  some of  the  most  deplorable ,  cru-
el ,  and disrupt ive  behavior  you can 
imagine.”

       She  bel ieves  their  ancestors  wi l l 
remind them that  the  people  are  no 
match for  their  courage.
      “ They are  no match,”  she  said 
to  the  cheer ing crowd.  ”  They’re  no 
match for  the  br i l l iance  of  our  t ra-
dit ions  and the  beauty  in  our  hear ts . 
They would remind us  that  what 
they formed makes  our  humanity 
poss ible .”
      She  said  their  t rack record is 
tyranny and oppress ion,  whi le  their 
t rack record is  courage  in  the  face  of 
i t .
      “When their  t rack record is  cor-
rupt ion and cruelty,  our  greatest  leg-
ac y  is  our  refusa l  to  g ive  up,  despite 
the  crossroads  we have  faced,”  she 
said.  “We should be  gratefu l  of  what 
our  ancestors  remind us  of ,  and to 
remind us  that  grat itude turns  into 
enough and more.”
      “It  turns  denia l  into  acceptance, 
and chaos  into  order.”
      “It  turns  confusion into  clar ity, 
and can turn a  meal  into  a  feast ,  and 
it  wi l l  turn a  st ranger  into  a  f r iend.”
      “It  makes  sense  of  our  past ,  and 
creates  a  v is ion for  tomorrow,”  she 
said.  “We are  on that  bus .”

by Chr is  Froust ,  Tr i  Count y 
S entr y,  Publ isher,  Feb.  13 ,  2026
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K amala  Harr is ,  H i l lar y  Cl inton,  B i l l  C l inton,  Barack Obama, 
J i l l  B iden and Joe Biden Attended Rev.  Jesse  Jackson’s  Funeral 
in  Chicago

L/R)  Former  US v ice  prs ident  K amala  Harr is ,  former  Secretar y  of  State  H i l lar y  Cl inton,  former  pres ident  B i l l  C l inton,  former  pres i -
dent  Barack Obama,  former  f i rst  lady J i l l  B iden and former  pres ident  Joe Biden attend a  publ ic  memoria l  ser v ice  to  celebrate  the l i fe 
of  c iv i l  r ights  ac t iv ist  Reverend Jesse  Jackson in  Chicago,  I l l inois ,  on March 6 ,  2026.  Veteran US c iv i l  r ights  ac t iv ist  Reverend Jesse 
Jackson,  one of  the nat ion’s  most  inf luent ia l  B lack  voices,  d ied peaceful ly  on Februar y  17,  2026 at  the age of  84 .  Jackson,  a  Bapt ist 
minister,  had been a  c iv i l  r ights  leader  s ince the 1960s,  when he marched with Mar t in  Luther  K ing Jr.  and helped fundraise  for  the 
cause.  (Photo by K amil  K r zacz ynsk i  /  AFP v ia  Gett y  I mages)

March 6 ,  2026

Ref lec t ions :  Lewis  Brandon

Deena Hayes,  Co - Chair,  ICRCM

Remarks :  Gerr y  McCants

Greensboro Cit y  Counci lwoman,  Cr ysta l  B lack  make remarks  on the lega-
c y  and histor ic  impac t  of  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson on just ice  and Civ i l  R ights

  GSO Business  League

Ref lec t ions :  Rev. 
Gregor y  Drumwright

Remarks :  Luke  Wal lace
Pres.  Omega Phi  Ps iDr.  Teresa  Hardie

Pres.  Bennett  Col lege
Welcome:  John Swaine, 
CEO,  ICRCM

Remarks :  NC Senator 
Gladys  Robbinson

Jesse Jackson -  Page 9
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Women’s  H istor yMonth f rom page -1

       Yvonne Johnson was  the  f i rst 
Afr ican American elec ted Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Greensboro.  Johnson’s 
commitment  to  socia l  and economic 
just ice  began as  a  student  at  B ennett 
C ol lege,  where  she  par t ic ipated in 
the  Greensboro s it - in  demonstra-
t ions  of  the  early  1960s  that  cha l-
lenged segregat ion at  Greensboro 
downtown lunch counters .  For  her 
ac t iv ism,  she  was  arrested and in-
carcerated for  three  days ,  an ear-
ly  testament  to  her  wi l l ingness  to 
r isk  her  f reedom for  equal ity.  She 
a lso  marched in  the  1963 March on 
Washington,  a l igning hersel f  with  a 
nat ional  movement  demanding jobs 
and just ice .  Johnson graduated f rom 
B ennett  C ol lege  in  1964 and later 
earned a  master’s  degree  in  guid-
ance  counsel ing f rom North Carol ina 
A&T State  Univers ity,  s t rengthening 
her  focus  on youth empowerment . 
In  1982,  she  became Execut ive  Di-
rector  of  the  Greensboro nonprof it 
One Step Fur ther,  leading mediat ion 
and court-a lternat ive  programs for 
youth whi le  fac i l i tat ing workshops 
on divers ity  and racism—bringing 
movement  va lues  into  community 
inst itut ions .

       Gladys  Shipman was  a  c iv i l 
r ights  t rai lblazer  and North Caro-
l ina  businesswoman.  Shipman was 
the  f i rst  woman to  ser ve  as  Pres i-
dent  of  the  Greensboro Chapter  of 
the  NAACP.  As  one of  the  oruginal 
board members  of  the  Internat ional 
Civ i l  Rights  C enter  & museum, she 
worked t ire less ly  to  make sure  the 
lunch counter,  where  she  protested 
segregat ion in  the  1960 Sit-In Move-

ment ,  would ser ve  as  a  place  for 
educat ion and truth for  generat ions 
to  come.  Her  f ight  for  equal ity  and 
socia l  just ice  cont inued through her 
l i fe  ser v ing on a  number  of  boards 
and counci ls  whi le  a lso  receiv ing 
note  worthy c iv i l  r ights  awards ,  in-
cluding the  prest ig ious  Medgar  W. 
Evers  Award f rom the  Civi l  Rights 
Advocac y Training Inst itute .

 Shipman a lso  received the  Alston/
Jones  Internat ional  Civ i l  and Hu-
man Rights  Award and the  NCA&T 
Hal l  of  Fame Honorar y  Award of 
Excel lence.  Shipman’s  e f for t  to  end 
racia l  discr iminat ion extended to 
the  workplace.  Bui lding her  business 
l i tera l ly  f rom scratch,  she  developed 
the  largest  minor ity  homecare  pro-
vider  company in  the  State  of  North 
Carol ina ,  Shipman Family  Homecare 
Incorporated,  s tar t ing the  f lagship 
business  in  Greensboro in  1986.

       Kat ie  Dorsett  broke barr iers 
in  1982 as  the  f i rst  Afr ican Ameri-
can elec ted to  the  Greensboro City 
C ounci l ,  marking a  pivota l  moment 
in  the  c ity ’s  pol it ica l  histor y.  She 
later  ser ved as  a  Gui l ford C ounty 
C ommissioner  and as  a  North Caro-
l ina  State  S enator  f rom 2003 to  2010, 
where  she  sponsored leg is lat ion 
support ing the  High Point  Furni-
ture  Market ,  the  Charlotte  Hawkins 
Brown Histor ic  Site ,  and the  Interna-
t ional  Civ i l  Rights  C enter  and Muse-
um—linking economic development 
with histor ica l  preser vat ion.  The 
youngest  of  e ight  chi ldren born to  a 
Miss iss ippi  farmer and his  school-
teacher  wife .  Dorsett  and a l l  of  her 
s ibl ings  attended col lege  thanks  to 
their  parents’  sacr i f ices  dur ing the 
era  of  segregat ion.  At  Alcorn State 
Univers ity,  a  histor ica l ly  Black col-
lege,  she  majored in  business  and ed-
ucat ion,  graduat ing at  age  20 before 
earning a  graduate  degree  in  busi-
ness  educat ion f rom Indiana Univer-
s ity  at  a  t ime when Black students 
were  barred f rom predominant ly 
white  univers it ies  in  Miss iss ippi .  She 
received her  doctorate  in  business 
administrat ion f rom the  Univers ity 
of  North Carol ina  Greensboro  in 
1975 and taught  business  at  North 
Carol ina  A&T State  Univers ity  for 
more  than three  decades ,  f rom 1955 
to  1987,  whi le  a lso  ser ving as  a 
community  volunteer  with  organi-
zat ions  such as  the  YWCA and the 
Drug Act ion C ounci l  where  she  was 
pres ident .  Decades  before  she  ran 
for  e lec ted of f ice  she  organized her 
neighborhood to  protect  their  qual i -
ty  of  l i fe  and proper ty  r ights .

K at ie  Dorsett    

Gladys   Shipman

(L-R)  BJ  Covington,  B ishop Wi l l iam 
Barber,  and Gladys  Shipman

Greensboro mayor  Yvonne Johnson ( lef t )  meets  members  of  the General  Assembly  as  they greeted each other  as  they ar-
r ived in  Greensboro,  NC on Thursday,  May 22,  2008 to  celebrate  the c i t y ’s  200th anniversar y.  (L  to  R)  Yvonne Johnson, 
K at ie  Dorsett  -  NC Senate,  Ear l  Jones  -  NC House of  Representat ives,  Alma Adams -  NC House of  Representat ives  and 
Maggie  Jef fus  -NC House of  Representat ives.  House and S enate members  gathered at  N.C.  A&T ’s  Harr ison Auditor ium 
for  the ceremonial  sess ion to  obser ve this  month’s  b icentennial  of  the state’s  th i rd  largest  c i t y.  Lawmakers  passed a  reso -
lut ion honor ing the c i t y. (names and locat ion CQ by jw)  ( Jerr y  Wolford /  News-Record)

Yvonne Johnson

Women;s  H istor y  Month  page -5
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       Carolyn C oleman has  been a 
c iv i l  r ights  ac t iv ist  s ince  the  1960s , 
grounding her  publ ic  ser vice  in 
the  long f reedom struggle  for  ra-
c ia l  just ice .  A nat ive  of  Savannah, 
Georgia ,  and a  graduate  of  Savan-
nah State  Univers ity,  she  carr ied 
S outhern Black pol it ica l  t radit ions 
into  her  leadership in  North Car-
ol ina .  On March 16,  1960,  C ole-
man and three  other  students , 
inspired by the  Greensboro Sit-In 
a  month earl ier,  s taged a  Sit-In at 
the  whites-only  Levy’s  depar tment 
store  in  downtown Savannah.  They 
stepped into  the  store  shopping be-
fore  enter ing the  segregated Azalea 
Room. The ser ver  ordered them to 
leave,  but  they attempted to  order 
anyway.  The pol ice  hauled them 
to  jai l ,  where  they sang “We shal l 

overcome” C oleman told  the  Savan-
nah Morning news.”  We were  ver y 
fami l iar  with  what  had happened to 
Emmett  Ti l l ,  a  14-year-old  student 
who was  k i l led  in  Miss iss ippi  for 
a l legedly  whist l ing at  a  White  g ir l 
across  the  st reet .  Whi le  we thought 
we were  safe  in  Savannah,  we knew 
that  anything could happen.”        In 
response,  Black leaders  including 
Hosea  Wil l iams organized a  boy-
cott  of  c ity  businesses  and led vot-
er  reg istrat ion dr ives  that  brought 
changes  to  c ity  government .  S even 
months  later,  Savannah repea led 
its  ordinance requir ing segregat-
ed lunch counters .  The boycott 
cont inued unt i l  a l l  fac i l i t ies  were 
desegregated in  October  1963.                                                                                                                            
Carolyn C oleman worked as  State 
Fie ld  Director  of  the  North Caro-
l ina  NAACP and ser ved nat ional 

governance including ser ving on 
the  NAACP Nat ional  B oard of  Di-
rectors  and ser ved as  the  S ecretar y 
of  the  NAACP Nat ional  B oard of 
Directors .  In  2005,  she  made his-
tor y  as  the  f i rst  Afr ican American 
woman to  ser ve  as  Chairman of  the 
Gui l ford C ounty  B oard of  C om-
miss ioners ,  breaking both racia l 
and gender  barr iers  in  Gui l ford-
C ounty government .  Pr ior  to  that 
mi lestone,  she  ser ved as  specia l 
ass istant  to  former North Caro-
l ina  Governor  Jim Hunt ,  gaining 
execut ive- level  exper ience  in  state 
pol ic ymaking.  C oleman’s  career 
ref lec ts  a  consistent  dedicat ion to 
expanding pol it ica l  representat ion, 
economic fairness ,  and accountable 
governance for  histor ica l ly  margin-
a l ized communit ies .

       Wi l lena Cannon was  a  dedi-
cated ac t iv ist  in  c iv i l  r ights ,  labor 
r ights ,  and housing issues  whose 
contr ibut ions  s igni f icant ly  impact-
ed the  qual ity  of  l i fe  in  Greens-
boro for  future  generat ions .  She 
t i re less ly  advocated for  just ice  and 
community  change.  Her  ac t iv ism 
placed her  at  a  pivota l  moment  in 
Greensboro’s  histor y.  Cannon par-
t ic ipated in  the  Woolworth’s  pro-
test  in  the  1960s  Sit-Ins ,  cha l leng-
ing racia l  segregat ion of  a  “white 
only”  lunch counter.  She  would 
later  be  involved in  many move-
ments  advocat ing for  c iv i l  r ights , 
workers’  r ights  and socia l  just ice . 
In  1979.  Cannon was  involved with 
the  Workers  Viewpoint  organiza-

t ion working for  text i le  workers’ 
and other  labor  workers’  r ights  for 
a  decent  wage and workplace  safety.                                                                                                                 
The Workers  Viewpoint  orga-
nized a  ra l ly  in  Greensboro against 
the  racist  domest ic  terror ist  or-
ganizat ions ,  the  Ku Klux Klan 
and the  American Nazi  Par ty  in 
Greensboro on November  3 ,  1979.                                            
The event  was  later  known as  the 
Greensboro Massacre.  The ra l-
ly  ended when members  of  the  Ku 
Klux Klan and Nazi  Par ty  drove by 
in  pick-up trucks ,  s topped and ex-
isted the  t rucks  and ambushed the 
ra l ly  par t ic ipants  and ki l led  f ive  of 
the  demonstrators .  The domest ic 
terror ists  targeted the  leaders  of  the 
ra l ly  organizers .  Cannon was  not 

injured.  Despite  sur viv ing the  t rag ic 
Greensboro Massacre  of  1979,  Can-
non cont inued to  work and protest 
injust ice .  She  was  arrested 19 t imes 
over  her  l i fe t ime.  Addit ional ly,  she 
worked with Greensboro Healthy 
Homes Divis ion,  focusing on im-
proving housing condit ions  for  fam-
i l ies  across  the  City  of  Greensboro.      
She  worked on substandard housing 
and environmenta l  hea lth  hazards 
such as  lead paint  exposure,  earn-
ing her  nat ional  recognit ion among 
hea lthy housing advocates .  Cannon 
was  a  t rue  t rai lblazers  and f reedom 
f ighter  who was  compassionate  for 
the  pl ight  of  the  poor  and loved her 
people.

Women’s  H istor y  Month f rom page 4

Wil lena Cannon

Carolyn Coleman
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Shout-OutShout-Out

Hel lo,  Just  a  reminder  to  fo lk  out  there.  I n  4  years,  Joe Biden and the Democrats  took 
the complete  disaster  of  an economy that  Trump lef t  af ter  h is  f i rst  term and transformed 
i t  into the “env y of  the wor ld.” The United States  economy recovered f rom the pandemic 
faster  than any other  countr y.  16  mi l l ion jobs  were created,  inc luding 800,000 new man-
ufac tur ing jobs.  This  was  done through investment  in  infrastruc ture,  new technologies 
and c lean energy.  I nvestment  in  the U.S .  was  booming,  our  farmers  didn’t  need a  $14 
bi l l ion bai lout ,  wages  were r is ing and inf lat ion was  fa l l ing for  t wo stra ight  years. 
The minute Trump took of f ice  inf lat ion star ted to  r ise.  Soon af ter,  15 ,000 farms went 
bank rupt ,  home foreclosures  spiked,  and over  20 mi l l ion Amer icans  could no longer 
af ford health  insurance.  The US Supreme Cour t  has  ruled that  the Trump tarr i f fs  were i l -
legal ,  but  he’s  going to  move ahead with them any way,  and now we’re  in  an unjust i f ied 
War.  Us  B lack  fo lk  were the only  demographic  group of  Amer icans  that  got  their  vote 
r ight  in  the 2024 Pres ident ia l  e lec t ion.  Donald Trump is  destroying Amer ica .

Hel lo,  you k now,  sometimes change is  needed and is  a  good thing.  Case in  point , 
Greensboro Cit y  Counci l .  O ver  hal f  of  the Counci l  i s  new,  and younger  than the past 
Counci l  and somewhat  represents  a  new generat ion.  They have demonstrated so far 
that  they are  thoughtful ,  analyt ica l ,  do their  homework and are  committed to  ser v-
ing the interest  and pr ior i t ies  of  their  Greensboro const i tuents.  One example of  them 
tak ing care  of  smal l  th ings  that  matter  quite  a  bit  to  c i t izens  who come downtown to 
shop or  to  eat  or  for  enter ta inment,  the Counci l  i s  address ing park ing concerns.   Af ter  a 
ser ies  of  downtown walks  and ta lk ing to  business  owners  and res idents  who l ive  down-
town,  they are  mak ing changes.  The changes include:  Park ing on c i t y  owned lots  and on 
street  park ing spaces  that  wi l l  be  f ree star t ing at  5 :00 pm on weekdays  and cont inue to 
be f ree on weekends,  mak ing more widely  k nown the f i rst  hour  of  park ing in  c i t y  park-
ing decks  is  f ree  unt i l  7 :00 pm Monday through Fr iday and a l l  park ing decks  are  f ree are 
f ree on Sundays,  just  to  name a  few changes they wi l l  be  mak ing to  make i t  eas ier  for 
people  to  enjoy downtown.  Great  job so far,  sometimes change is  a  good.  Take care  of 
the l i t t le  things,  and some of  the big  things  wi l l  take care  of  i tse l f…. .”

Hel lo,  good news Greensboro,  Zach M atheny is  stepping down as  Pres ident  and CEO 
of  Downtown Greensboro I nc.  (DGI . ) .  To some of  your  readers  who may not  k now,  DGI 
promotes  and suppor ts  downtown businesses  ,  res idents  and organizat ions.   Matheny 
leaving the job as  CEO should have occurred some t ime ago.  Dur ing his  tenue,  numer-
ous  Downtown businesses  have c losed.  DGI  provided ver y  l i t t le  help,  p lanning or  strat-
egies  for  f inancia l  or  market ing suppor t  to  substant ia l ly  improve downtown businesses 
f inancia l  health  and stabi l i t y.  Strategies  to  boost  and make f inancia l  susta inable  those 
downtown businesses  on the edge of  f inancia l  col lapse was  v i r tual ly  non existent . 
M any of  the events  he suggested as  achievements  existed and were doing wel l  before 
he took the re igns  as  CEO of  DGI .  Fun Four th and the hol iday Chr istmas parade are  t wo 
events  that  come to mind.  There  were downtown cr i t ics  who quest ioned Matheny ’s 
accountabi l i t y,  t ransparenc y and inclus iv i t y.  There  were ser ious  quest ions  regarding 
conf l ic t  of  interest  ser v ing as  a  Cit y  Counci l  Member  and DGI  receiv ing funds f rom the 
c i t y.  He never  nour ished a  good re lat ionship with the leadership of  the Civ i l  R ights  Mu-
seum,  the number  one tour ist  v is i ted locat ion downtown.  Matheny is  an example  of  a 
WEI  h i re,  White  Exclus ive  I nclus ion.

What  up?  G-Times,   you k now Black  people  are  made of  something this  countr y  can’t 
comprehend. . . .  They ’ve been underest imat ing us  s ince s laver y. . .  at  th is  point  i t ’s  an 
advantage !
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TIMES MEDIA WEI  hi re,  White  Exclus ive  I nclus ion.

Shout-OutShout-Out
Good morning,  G-Times,Why when a  person say  that  they blessed people  look at  ones 
c i rcumstances  to  make that  determinat ion.  Why can’t  a  person be blessed because of 
what  the Creator  has  brought  them through and never  forsaken them.  I ts’ not  a lways 
about  what  you have.  Brothers  and s isters ,  s tay  focused,  stay  prayed and keep God 
f i rst  only.  Keep a  posit ive  v ibe around you a lways.  Peace and love.

Good morning,  G-t imes,  i s  MAGA in  t rouble.  I f  the Sam Page,  Phi l  Berger  race for  the 
State  S enate is  any indicat ion,  I  th ink they are.  Phi l  Berger ’s  ads  featur ing Donald Trump 
endors ing his  state  Senate race f i l led the te levis ion a i r ways  for  weeks.  Sam Page only  ran 
about  10% of  ads  compared to  Berger  and Page’s  ads  only  ran the last  week of  the cam-
paign and were ver y  few.  I f  you weren’t  watching T V on just  an average or  normal  sched-
ule,  you wouldn’t  k now Page had run any ads  at  a l l .  Page won the e lec t ion.  I t  was  c lose, 
but  a  win is  a  win.  I  k now i t  was  Republ ican on Republ ican,  but  what  does  this  say  about 
Trump and MAGA ins ide the Republ ican Par t y  in  Nor th Carol ina .  Are  they having a  Civ i l -
War  ins ide the Par t y?  Time wi l l  te l l .
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Publisher’s View
March 2026 Edit ion

w w w.greensborot imesnews.com

Jovanny Hernandez,  M i lwaukee Journal Samantha Madar,  Columbus Dispatch Via  USA TODAY 

Back  To The Future,  f romVietnam 
to I ran:  End US/ I ran War  Now

     On October  23,  1968,  I  received 
a  le tter  f rom the  S elec t ive  S er vice 
B oard to  inform me of  my mi l itar y 
draf t  s tatus .  I  rec ieved a  2S  class i f i -
cat ion  deferment  that  exempted me 
f rom mi l l itar y  ser vice  unt i l  I  com-
pleted my col lege  educat ion.  I  was 
reclass i f ied three  years  later  just  as 
the  Vietnam War was  ending and was 
not  draf ted.  The Vietman War was 
the  War of  my generat ion. 
      The decis ion by Donald Trump, 
without  C ongress ional  approval ,  to 
launch mi l itar y  ac t ion against  Iran 
on Februar y  28,  2026—an operat ion 
widely  referred to  as  Operat ion Epic 
Fur y—has plunged the  United States 
into  a  dangerous  and unnecessar y 
war.  It  i s  a  conf l ic t  born not  f rom 
clear  nat ional  necess ity  but  f rom po-
l it ica l  choice.  The war  lacks  def ined 
object ives ,  has  minimal  internat ional 
support ,  and threatens  to  spira l  into 
yet  another  cost ly  American entan-
g lement  in  the  Middle  East . 
       At  the  hear t  of  the  problem is 
the  absence  of  a  c lear  st rateg ic  goa l . 
What  exact ly  is  the  United States 
t r y ing to  accomplish?  Administra-
t ion of f ic ia ls  have  of fered shi f t ing 
answers :  destroying Iran’s  nuclear 
capabi l ity,  weakening the  Iranian 
mi l itar y,  deterr ing reg ional  aggres-
s ion,  or  even encouraging reg ime 
change. 
       The t ragedy is  that  war  replaced 
diplomac y that  had a lready proven 
ef fec t ive.  Under  Barack Obama,  the 
United States  and internat ional  par t-
ners  negot iated the  Joint  C ompre-
hensive  Plan of  Act ion ( JCPOA),  a 
f ramework that  l imited Iran’s  nuclear 
program and subjected it  to  interna-
t ional  inspect ion.  The agreement  was 
not  per fec t ,  but  it  worked:  inspectors 
monitored Iranian faci l i t ies ,  urani-
um enr ichment  was  restr ic ted,  and 
the  world  had a  ver i f iable  mecha-
nism to  prevent  a  nuclear  esca lat ion. 
       By  abandoning that  diplomat ic 
f ramework and opt ing instead for 

confrontat ion,  Trump replaced con-
tainment  with chaos .  War has  now 
become the  instrument  of  pol ic y 
where  diplomac y once succeeded. 
       Equal ly  t roubl ing is  the  lack 
of  internat ional  leg it imac y.  Major 
conf l ic ts  in  the  modern era  have 
typica l ly  required broad a l l iances . 
During the  1991 Gulf  War,  S ecretar y 
of  State ,  C ol in  Powel l  assembled a 
large  mult inat ional  coa l it ion before 
launching mi l itar y  operat ions .  In  the 
current  conf l ic t ,  Trump’s  incompe-
tence,  threats ,  l ies  and deceit  make 
such support  thin or  nonexistent . 
       Without  internat ional  backing, 
the  United States  carr ies  the  burden 
a lone—polit ica l ly,  mi l itar i ly,  and 
economica l ly. 
       The economic consequences  are 
a lready being fe lt .  The conf l ic t  has 
disrupted g lobal  shipping through 
the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  one of  the 
most  important  energ y corr idors  on 
ear th.  A s igni f icant  por t ion of  the 
world’s  oi l  supply  passes  through 
this  narrow water way. 
       Greensboro fami l ies  are  a lready 
feel ing the  ef fec ts  at  the  gas  pump. 
Higher  oi l  pr ices  t ranslate  into  high-
er  t ransportat ion costs ,  h igher  food 
pr ices ,  and broader  economic st rain.  
       Yet ,  the  most  dangerous  phase 
of  the  conf l ic t  may st i l l  l ie  ahead. 
Air  st r ikes  and miss i le  attacks  are 
one thing;  a  ground war  with Iran is 
something e lse  ent ire ly. 
       Iran is  not  Iraq in  2003 or  Af-
ghanistan in  2001.  It  i s  a  large  na-
t ion of  more  than 80 mi l l ion people, 
with  a  powerful  mi l itar y,  sophist i -
cated miss i le  forces ,  and di f f icu lt 
mountainous  terrain that  favors 
homeland defenders .  Trump just  de-
plored an addit ional  5 ,000 t roops . 
       Histor y  of fers  a  warning.  The 
United States  entered both Iraq and 
Afghanistan bel iev ing v ic tor y  would 
be  swif t  and decis ive.  Instead,  those 
wars  dragged on for  decades ,  cost ing 
t r i l l ions  of  dol lars  and thousands  of 

American l ives  whi le  destabi l iz ing 
ent ire  reg ions . 
      A ground invasion of  Iran would 
a lmost  cer tain ly  be  worse. 
       Iran has  the  abi l ity  to  mobi l ize 
large  convent ional  forces  and irreg-
ular  mi l it ias  across  the  reg ion.  U.S . 
t roops  would face  not  only  Iranian 
soldiers  but  proxy forces  operat ing 
throughout  the  Middle  East .  Supply 
l ines  would be  vulnerable ,  American 
bases  would become targets ,  as  they 
are  now. 
       The United States  would not  be 
enter ing a  shor t  campaign.  It  would 
be  stepping into  another  generat ion-
a l  war.  The War of  my generat ion 
was  the  Vietnam War,  and it  lasted 
for  nine  years ,  f rom 1964 to  1973. 
       The centra l  quest ion,  therefore, 
remains  unanswered:  What  is  the 
endgame? 
       If  the  goa l  i s  nuclear  contain-
ment ,  diplomac y once achieved that 
objec t ive  without  f i r ing a  s ing le 
miss i le . 
       The lesson of  modern Amer-
ican histor y  should be  clear.  Wars 
are  easy  to  star t  but  extraordinar i ly 
di f f icu lt  to  end. 
       B efore  this  conf l ic t  expands 
fur ther—before  American soldiers 
are  sent  into  Iranian terr itor y,  the 
United States  must  reconsider  it s 
course.  Diplomac y,  negot iat ion,  and 
internat ional  engagement  remain the 
only  rea l ist ic  paths  toward long-term 
stabi l ity. 
       L aunching Operat ion Epic  Fur y 
may have  been pol it ica l ly  dramat ic . 
But  without  a  c lear  st rateg y,  broad 
internat ional  support ,  or  a  credible 
path to  peace,  i t  r isks  becoming yet 
another  chapter  in  America’s  long 
histor y  of  wars  s ince  World War II ,  
that  should never  have  been fought . 
     Back to  the  future  to  repeat  the 
mistake  of  Vietnam and subsequent 
conf l ic ts  i s  not  a  path to  v ic tor y. 
This  unprovoked,  i l lega l ,  unconst itu-
t ional  war  must  stop now.
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Public Notice 
Call for Section 5310 Transit Projects 

The Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has 
issued a call for projects for Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors 
and Individuals with Special Needs. Applicants may include GTA, TAMS, 
PART and eligible non-profit organizations. Application forms are available 
at www.guampo.org. Completed applications are due by April 11, 2026. 

• An estimated $374,737 is anticipated to be available to support operating 
costs for qualifying transit services. 

• Actual available funding will be determined once final FTA FY 2026 
funding apportionments are issued.  

Candidate projects will be considered for funding by the Transportation 
Advisory Committee on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, at 2:00 PM. The 
meeting will be held online. For more information, visit www.guampo.org. 

For more information, or to submit comments visit www.guampo.org     E-
mail guampo@greensboro-nc.gov or call (336) 373-2865. 

Anyone in need of auxiliary aids or interpretive services to review the 
material may call (336) 373-2865. 
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Purpose
Ear l  Jones  -  Co -Founder,  I nternat ional  Civ i l  R ights  Center  and Museum

For  more than hal f  a  centur y,  Jesse  Jackson has  stood as  a  power ful  voice  for  just ice,  equal i t y,  and human dig-
nit y.  From his  ear ly  work  with the Mar t in  Luther  K ing Jr.  and the Southern Chr ist ian Leadership Conference to 
founding the R ainbow PUSH Coal i t ion,  Reverend Jackson has  helped shape movements  for  vot ing r ights,  eco -
nomic  oppor tunit y,  and pol i t ica l  empowerment.
H is  h istor ic  pres ident ia l  campaigns in  1984 and 1988 expanded the v is ion of  Amer ican democrac y and inspired 
mi l l ions  to  bel ieve that  their  voices  mattered.  Through fa i th ,  courage,  and unwaver ing commitment,  Reverend 
Jackson has  chal lenged the nat ion to  l ive  up to  i ts  h ighest  ideals .
Today we honor  not  only  his  leadership,  but  the endur ing legac y of  hope,  just ice,  and col lec t ive  progress  that 
h is  l i fe’s  work  represents.

C iv i l  R ights  Museum Tr ibute to  Jesse  Jackson,  March 8 ,  2026 f rom page 3

+123-456-7890

CONTACT US

hello@reallygreatsite.com

www.reallygreatsite.com

JACKSON,SR.
JESSE L.
Welcome, and thank you for joining us as we honor the
life and legacy of Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. His voice
and leadership helped shape our nation, and today we
gather to reflect, remember, and celebrate a life devoted
to justice and hope.

TRIBUTES AND
REFLECTIONS

VIDEO AND FILM OF
REV. JACKSON’S SPEECHES

FREE TO
THE PUBLIC

MUSIC

REFRESHMENTS
PROVIDED

TRIBUTE TO

SUNDAY,
MARCH 8, 2026
4 PM - 6 PM
IN PERSON
AND VIRTUAL

REVEREND

MUSEUM AUDITORIUM, CHANGING GALLERY, BREAKOUT ROOMS

Ref lec t ions :  Hur ley  Der-
r ickson,  ICRCM Board

Ref lec t ions : 
Pam Stubbs

Ref lec t ions :  Doug Harr is
ICRCM Board

He said  the  students  were  g iven two 
minutes  to  vacate  the  area .  Three 
other  of f icers  ass isted patrolman 
Wil l iams who had ca l led for  a  pad-
dy wagon to  t ransport  the  students 
to  the  Wake C ounty  Jai l .  Hours  later 
B ond of  $50.00 was  being posted for 
the  students  by  severa l  Black Busi-
ness  owners .  Of f icers  said  the  stu-
dents  of fered no res istance  and were 
ver y  orderly.
       Meanwhi le  Fayettevi l le  Street 
was  v is ited by other  Black students 
on the  third day of  the  Sit-In st r ike.
       Two stores ,  McLel lan’s  and 
Woolworth’s ,  had re-opened their 
lunch counters  for  business  but 
c losed approximately  an hour  af ter 
Blacks  took seats  at  the  counters .

       At  Woolworth’s  some 30 stu-
dents  took seats  at  the  counter.  The 
number  s lowly  decreased as  the 
youths  moved to  other  stores . 
       At  McLel lan’s ,  as  seats  were 
roped of f ,  a  Black youth asked for  a 
cup of  cof fee.
       “We have no cof fee,  a  store  of f i -
c ia l  repl ied. 
       As  the  student  pers isted,  the 
store  employee  said :  “you’re  i l lega l ly 
in  the  store.  I ’m going to  ask  you to 
leave.”
       The students  then le f t  the  store. 
However,  the  exit  was  barred for  two 
students  by  severa l  white  youths .
       A one of  Blacks  said  “excuse  me 
please.”  And tr ied to  get  out  the  door 
jousted and brushed against  a  white 

woman standing nearby.  “Get  of f 
me,  nigger!”  she  yel led.  “I  don’t  take 
that .”  “Yeah,  she’s  a  lady a-  white 
lady,”  echoed one of  the  youths . 
Another  blew smoke in  the  Black 
student’s  face  and said  “wait  just  a 
minute,  you nigger,”  before  permit-
t ing the  Black student  to  leave.
       Ida  Musgrave  is  one of  many 
unsung heroes  throughout  the  nat ion 
who help  break the  back of  Jim Crow 
segregat ion. 
       Musgrave  is  a  ret ired school 
teacher.  She  taught  in  the  New Jer-
sy  S chool  System for  30  years .  As  a 
ret iree  she  cont inues  to  volunteer 
and  inspire  the  younger  generat ion 
to  succed in  l i fe .

Rev Jesse  Jackson and Family,  M ay 29,  2021
(LR)  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson and Jacquel ine Jackson and 
Adr i -Anne Jones  and Ear l  Jones,  ICRCM,  M ay 29,  2021.

Musgrave:  Unsung Heroes  f rom page 1
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       Hundreds  of  Black women lead-
ers  f rom across  the  countr y  recent ly 
gathered in  Washington,  D.C.  for  the 
15th annual  Black Women’s  Round-
table  Women of  Power  Nat ional 
Summit ,  coming together  to  advance 
pol ic y  change,  community  organiz-
ing ,  wel lness ,  and empowerment .
       Held March 11–15 across  Wash-
ington,  D.C. ,  and Arl ington,  Virg in-
ia ,  the  Women’s  Histor y  Month event 
brought  together  Black women lead-
ers  f rom nearly  20  states  under  the 
theme “United We Win:  Freedom, 
Just ice ,  Democrac y,  Safety  & Oppor-
tunity  for  Al l ,”  The Grio  repor ts .  The 
summit  featured inf luent ia l  voices , 
including e lec ted of f ic ia ls  such as 
S en.  Angela  Alsobrooks ,  as  wel l  as 
organizers  and profess ionals  across 
sec tors .
       “ There’s  no sadness  in  this  place 
— we come together  and have  joy,” 
said  Melanie  Campbel l ,  pres ident 
and CEO of  the  Nat ional  C oal it ion 
on Black Civic  Par t ic ipat ion (NC-
B CP).  “It’s  our  way of  celebrat ing 
Women’s  Histor y  Month by br inging 

together  Black women leaders  f rom 
across  the  countr y.”
       “Our theme is  ‘United We Win,’” 
she  added.  “People  leave  these  f ive 
days  feel ing more encouraged that 
whatever  obstacles  are  in  the  way can 
be  overcome,  and how important  it  i s 
that  we overcome them together.”
      Organized by the  NCB CP and 
its  Black Women’s  Roundtable  ini-
t iat ive,  this  year’s  summit  arr ived 
at  a  pivota l  moment  as  many Black 
women navigate  economic uncer tain-
ty,  workplace  barr iers ,  and ongoing 
concerns  around civ i l  r ights  and 
vot ing access .  Designed to  of fer  both 
strateg y and support ,  the  event  cen-
tered on sparking meaningful  con-
versat ions  to  st rengthen leadership 
pipel ines ,  boost  entrepreneurship, 
and expand c iv ic  engagement .  At-
tendees  a lso  met  with  lawmakers  on 
Capitol  Hi l l  and par t ic ipated in  ses-
s ions  focused on educat ion,  hea lth , 
and community  res i l ience.
       “We focused on issues  around 
f reedom, democrac y and just ice , 
but  a lso  empowerment  and qual ity 
of  l i fe ,”  Campbel l  said,  not ing this 

year’s  focus  on issues  ranging f rom 
equal  pay and barr iers  in  hea lth-
care  to  vot ing r ights  and the  state 
of  American democrac y.  “We’re  a lso 
concerned about  r ights  we bel ieve 
have  been eroded and what  we must 
do col lec t ively  to  protect  them.”
       Organizers  a lso  highl ighted 
the  economic power  of  Black wom-
en—who account  for  $1 .7  t r i l l ion 
in  annual  consumer spending—and 
stressed the  importance  of  us ing 
that  inf luence  to  upl i f t  communit ies 
through entrepreneurship and col-
lec t ive  investment .  The summit  a lso 
featured a  marketplace  spot l ight ing 
Black women entrepreneurs ,  leader-
ship awards ,  wel lness  programming, 
faith-based gather ings ,  and an in-
tergenerat ional  leadership t rack for 
young Black g ir ls  focused on men-
torship and ski l l -bui lding .
       “We are  ver y  determined about 
exercis ing our  power  as  Black wom-
en,”  Campbel l  said.  “Pol it ica l ly,  we 
have  power.  We know we help  dr ive 
the  Black vote.”

Hundreds G ather  I n  Nat ion’s  Capita l  For  15th Annual  B lack  Women’s 
Roundtable  Women of  Power  Nat ional  Summit

The 15th annual  B lack  Women’s  Roundtable  Women of  Power  Nat ional  Summit  brought  together  B lack 
women leaders  f rom near ly  20 states.

by Jeros lyn JoVonn

             Put  Your  Business  I n  the Streets,  Look Out  For  Your  Bottom Line             Put  Your  Business  I n  the Streets,  Look Out  For  Your  Bottom Line
                                Adver t ise  I n  The Greensboro Times                                Adver t ise  I n  The Greensboro Times
                                               (336)  254-8725                                               (336)  254-8725
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        A new long-term recover y  and 
treatment  center  opened last  month 
in  Greensboro,  marking what  Gui l-
ford C ounty  leaders  descr ibed as  a 
major  shi f t  in  how the  county  ad-
dresses  homelessness ,  addic t ion,  and 
menta l  hea lth  chal lenges .
       The Reverend Pr ince  Edward 
Graves  Recover y  and Treatment  C en-
ter,  located on Lees  Chapel  Road, 
is  des igned to  provide  extended 
treatment  ser vices  for  people  expe-
r iencing homelessness  who are  a lso 
batt l ing substance  use  disorders  and 
menta l  hea lth  condit ions .  C oun-
ty  leaders  said  the  faci l i ty  moves 
beyond shor t- term stabi l izat ion 
programs and instead focuses  on 
long-term recover y  aimed at  last ing 
stabi l ity.
       Of f ic ia ls  said  many exist ing 
recover y  programs last  only  three 
to  four  weeks ,  which they say  is 
of ten not  enough t ime for  someone 
dea l ing with addic t ion,  t rauma,  and 
untreated menta l  i l lness  to  fu l ly 
stabi l ize .  The new center  wi l l  accept 
pat ients  t ransferred f rom short-
term treatment  fac i l i t ies  and a l low 
them to  remain in  care  longer,  g iv-
ing them t ime to  address  underly ing 
menta l  hea lth  needs ,  receive  coun-
sel ing ,  and develop a  plan for  re inte-
grat ion into  the  community.
      C ommissioner  Melvin “Skip” 
Alston said  many people  exper ienc-
ing homelessness  once  had stable 
l ives  before  addic t ion or  menta l 
hea lth  st ruggles  upended them.
“Most  of  those  folks  had a  t rade 
before  they got  caught  up in  drugs , 
they  had a  menta l  problem,  they lost 
their  job,  lost  their  home,  lost  their 

fami ly,  now they are  s leeping on the 
st reet .  How can we help  them get 
back to  where  they were? ”  Alston 
said.

       The faci l i ty  is  named for  the 
Rev.  Pr ince  Edward Graves ,  a  long-
t ime Greensboro pastor  and com-
munity  advocate  who worked with 
underser ved and vulnerable  popu-
lat ions .  C ounty  of f ic ia ls  said  nam-
ing the  center  af ter  Graves  ref lec ts 
his  commitment  to  helping people 
rebui ld  their  l ives  and get  second 
chances .
       Gui l ford C ounty  invested nearly 
$10 mi l l ion in  the  projec t ,  includ-
ing renovat ions  to  conver t  a  former 
ass isted l iv ing faci l i ty  into  a  recov-
er y-focused campus.  The center  wi l l 
init ia l ly  ser ve  about  32  res idents , 
with  plans  to  expand.  At  fu l l  capac-
ity,  leaders  est imate  it  could ser ve 
about  60  indiv iduals  at  a  t ime.
       C ounty  of f ic ia ls  est imate  more 
than 600 indiv iduals  are  current ly 
exper iencing homelessness  in  Gui l-
ford C ounty,  underscor ing what 
leaders  descr ibed as  the  need for 
addit ional  long-term treatment  fa-
c i l i t ies .

Alston said  invest ing in  t reatment 
could reduce long-term publ ic  costs 
t ied to  incarcerat ion,  hospita l iza-
t ions ,  and repeated emergenc y re-
sponses .
       “Pay me now or  pay me lat-
er,  e ither  we support  them whi le 
they ’re  in  jai l ,  okay,  or  we support 
them whi le  they are  in  hospita ls , 
or  we support  them when they are 
bas ica l ly  s leeping out  on the  st reet , 
and we’re  having to  send people  out 
there  in  order  to  help  them,”  Alston 
said.
       C ounty  leaders  said  the  cen-
ter’s  ser v ices  include long-term 
substance  use  t reatment ;  indiv idual 
and group menta l  hea lth  counsel ing; 
on-s ite  medica l  care ;  medicat ion 
management ;  dedicated casework-
ers  ass igned to  each cl ient ;  f requent 
fol low-ups  dur ing and af ter  t reat-
ment ;  job readiness  and employment 
ass istance ;  help  secur ing perma-
nent  housing;  and transportat ion 
ser vices .  Of f ic ia ls  said  cl ients  wi l l 
receive  coordinated care,  including 
support  for  people  coming f rom hos-
pita ls ,  jai ls ,  or  outreach programs on 
the  st reets ,  with  the  goa l  of  reducing 
repeat  cr ises  and breaking the  c ycle 
of  homelessness .

New Rev.  Pr ince Edward Graves  recover y  center  opens in 
Greensboro for  long-term treatment

Rev.  Pr ince G.  Graves

On Thursday,  Feb.  12 ,  Gui l ford Count y  held a  r ibbon- cutt ing ceremony and open house to  celebrate  the complet ion of  the renova-
t ion of  the Reverend Pr ince Edward Graves  Recover y  and Treatment  Center.  O ff ic ia ls  preent  included NC State  Representat ive  Amos 
Quick ,  Gui l ford Count y  Board Chair  Melv in  “Sk ip  “  Alston,  Rev.  Pr ince Graves  fami ly  members  and other  government  of f ic ia ls .

by Marcel  Francis  (edited)
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M ichael  B.  Jordan’s  mother  and fami ly
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       Afr ican heads  of  state  adopted 
a  histor ic  resolut ion recognizing 
s laver y,  deportat ion,  and colonia l-
ism as  cr imes  against  humanity, 
marking a  major  step in  Afr ica’s 
long-running struggle  for  histor ica l 
just ice  and reparator y  redress .
       The decis ion was  taken at  the 
conclusion of  two days  of  high- lev-
el  del iberat ions  dur ing the  Thir-
ty-Ninth Ordinar y  S ess ion of  the 
Assembly  of  the  Afr ican Union,  held 
at  the  Afr ican Union Headquar ters 
in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia ,  f rom Feb-
ruar y  14-15.
       Leaders  considered a  compre-
hensive  study examining the  lega l 
and moral  impl icat ions  of  descr ib-
ing colonizat ion as  a  cr ime against 
humanity  and cer tain  ac ts  commit-
ted dur ing the  era  of  s laver y,  depor-
tat ion,  and colonia l  ru le  as  genocide 
against  Afr ican peoples .
       In  its  f ina l  communiqué,  the 
Assembly  re iterated the  centra l ity 
of  histor ica l  just ice ,  t ruth-tel l ing , 
remembrance,  and reparator y  jus-
t ice ,  whi le  reaf f irming the  need to 
preser ve  the  dignity  of  Afr ican peo-
ples  and peoples  of  Afr ican descent 
g lobal ly.

Mahama to  table  resolut ion at  UN 
Genera l  Assembly

      A centra l  outcome of  the  sum-
mit  was  the  adopt ion of  a  draf t 
resolut ion to  be  presented to  the 
United Nat ions  Genera l  Assembly  in 
March.  The resolut ion seeks  g lob-
a l  recognit ion of  the  Transat lant ic 
Slave  Trade as  the  gravest  cr ime 
against  humanity.
       The init iat ive  is  being champi-
oned by John Dramani  Mahama,  in 

his  capacity  as  the  Afr ican Union 
Champion for  Advancing the  Cause 
of  Just ice  and the  Payment  of  Rep-
arat ions .  Address ing the  Assembly, 
Mahama descr ibed the  adopt ion of 
the  resolut ion as  a  moment  long 
awaited by people  of  Afr ican de-
scent  worldwide.
       “Al l  peoples  of  Afr ican descent 
have  been wait ing for  this  day.  The 
t ruth cannot  be  bur ied.  The lega l 
foundat ions  are  sound;  the  moral 
imperat ive  is  undeniable ,”  he  said.
       The draf t  resolut ion,  f i rst  an-
nounced dur ing the  80th S ess ion of 
the  UN Genera l  Assembly  in  S ep-
tember  2025,  represents  the  cul-
minat ion of  sustained cont inenta l 
e f for ts  to  e levate  Afr ica’s  repara-
t ions  agenda within the  internat ion-
a l  system.

Bui lding cont inenta l  mechanisms 
for  reparat ions

      Pres ident  Mahama reported 
s igni f icant  progress  in  establ ishing 
inst itut ional  mechanisms to  advance 
reparator y  just ice .  These  include 
the  AU C oordinat ion Team on Repa-
rat ions ,  the  AU C ommittee  of  Ex-
per ts  on Reparat ions ,  and a  Refer-
ence  Group of  Lega l  Exper ts  tasked 
with developing lega l  s t rateg ies  and 
f rameworks .
       He descr ibed the  AU’s  des igna-
t ion of  2025 as  the  Year  of  Just ice 
for  Afr icans  through Reparat ions  as 
“a  histor ic  turning point”  not  just 
symbol ic ,  but  a  st rateg ic  and inter-
nat ional  commitment  by  the  cont i-
nent .
       Member  states  were  urged to 
establ ish  nat ional  reparat ions  com-
miss ions ,  engage formal ly  with 

histor ica l  perpetrator  states ,  and 
support  the  proposed Decade of 
Reparat ions  to  ensure  cont inuity  be-
yond the  commemorat ive  year.
       “Reparator y  just ice  wi l l  not  be 
handed to  us .  L ike  pol it ica l  inde-
pendence,  i t  must  be  asser ted,  pur-
sued,  and secured through determi-
nat ion and unity,”  Mahama declared.
       The momentum bui lds  on ear-
l ier  cont inenta l  ac t ions ,  including 
resolut ions  adopted in  2025 that 
formal ly  recognized s laver y  and 
colonia l ism as  genocides  and cr imes 
against  humanity.  These  posit ions 
were  re inforced at  a  December  1 , 
2025,  conference  in  Alg iers ,  Alger ia , 
where  Afr ican leaders ,  d iplomats , 
and scholars  examined the  cr imes 
of  colonia l ism and their  enduring 
legacies .
       Alongside  the  reparat ions  agen-
da,  the  assembly  a lso  considered 
the  Report  of  the  C ommission on 
the  Situat ion in  Pa lest ine.  Afr ican 
leaders  re iterated the  union’s  sol i -
dar ity  with  Pa lest ine  and reaf f irmed 
support  for  a  just ,  last ing ,  and com-
prehensive  solut ion in  l ine  with 
internat ional  law and relevant  UN 
resolut ions .
       The March presentat ion of  the 
AU-backed resolut ion to  the  UN 
Genera l  Assembly  is  expected to 
mark a  key  moment  in  the  cont inen-
ta l  campaign for  g lobal  recognit ion 
and redress  of  histor ica l  injust ices 
against  Afr ican peoples .
       Ca l l ing on Afr ica’s  current 
leadership to  r ise  to  the  moment , 
Mahama urged that  this  generat ion 
be  “remembered not  for  hes itat ion, 
but  for  courage  in  advancing just ice , 
restor ing dignity,  secur ing rest itu-
t ion,  and shaping a  future  grounded 
in  t ruth.”

Afr ican Unoin adopts  landmark resolut ion on 
s laver y,  colonia l ism,  and reparator y  just ice

By The Peoples  Dispatch -  March 10,  2026

13          THE GREENSBORO TIMES



14          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

       North Carol ina  Agr icultura l  and 
Technica l  State  Univers ity  celebrated 
the  135th anniversar y  of  i t s  found-
ing on Monday whi le  formal ly  in-
sta l l ing Chancel lor  James  R .  Mart in 
II  dur ing a  ceremony on campus.
       It  was  a  packed Harr ison Au-
ditor ium for  the  ceremony.  Mart in , 
se lec ted in  2024 as  the  univers ity ’s 
13th chancel lor,  took of f ice  later 
that  fa l l .
       Many people  in  credit  card debt 
aren’t  aware  of  this  opportunity
Many people  in  credit  card debt  ar-
en’t  aware  of  this  opportunity
Weekly  Financia l  S olut ion
       “ They chose  a  leader  with  a 
br i l l iant  mind,  unquest ionable  in-
tegr ity,  re lent less  dr ive,  and a  com-
mitment  to  excel lence,”  said  Wal lace 

Means  Mart in’s  l i fe long f r iend and 
N.C.  A &T Alumnus.
      Addit ional ly,  Greensboro May-
or  Marikay Abuzuaiter  attended the 
ceremony g iv ing remarks  on Mart in’s 
hard work for  the  inst itut ion.
      “ This  s ignals  an inspir ing fu-
ture  not  only  for  this  great  inst itu-
t ion but  for  the  world  as  wel l ,”  said 
Abuzuaiter.
       Mart in  has  focused on expand-
ing par tnerships  with  government 
agencies  and corporat ions ,  improv-
ing univers ity  operat ions ,  and bui ld-
ing a  new leadership team that  in-
cludes  severa l  v ice  chancel lors  and 
deans .
       “We’re  st ronger  in  the  success  of 
our  students ,  we’re  st ronger  in  re-
search,  s t ronger  in  impact  st ronger 
in  poss ibi l ity  and opportunity,”  said 

Chancel lor  James  Mart in  II .
       The insta l lat ion ceremony co-
incides  with  the  univers ity ’s  annual 
Founders  Day celebrat ion,  marking 
March 9 ,  1891,  when the  North Car-
ol ina  Genera l  Assembly  establ ished 
the  Agr icultura l  and Mechanica l 
C ol lege  for  the  C olored R ace.
       “North Carol ina  A&T is  and 
a lways  wi l l  be  def ined by the  people 
we include,  and we’ l l  cont inue to 
celebrate  that ,”  said  Mart in .
       John Oliver  Crosby was  e lec ted 
as  the  school’s  f i rst  pres ident  May 
25,  1892,  and the  Greensboro cam-
pus opened the  fol lowing year.
       The univers ity  commemorates 
it s  founding each year  with  a  Found-
ers  Day C onvocat ion honoring its 
histor y  and growth. 

NC A&T holds  135th Founders  Day celebrat ion and insta l ls 
i ts  13th chancel lor  James Mar t in  I I tor y  by Bethany Cates  and M ichael  Pardee •
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