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Governor Josh Stein signs $34Billion 
North Carolina budget with pay raises, 
lower taxes

B ob McAdo o -  p age -  4

      This  column f irst 
appeared in  The Amend-
ment ,  a  newsletter  by 
Err in  Haines ,  The 19th’s 

editor-at- large.
      It  i s  an arrest ing im-
age:  On the  Fourth of  Ju ly, 
a  lone,  young Black wom-

an s its  on a  t rain  f i l led 
with White  nat ional ists 
headed to  commemorate 
America’s  250th bir thday 

The Black woman on the  train did not  lo ok 
away.  How much longer  w i l l  we? Errin Haines

Mon,  Ju ly  6 ,  2026 at  11:11 

C hristine  Zhu
Tue,  Ju ly  7 ,  2026 at  2 :07 PM EDT

       Gov.  Josh Ste in 
s igned a  histor ic  $34 bi l -
l ion state  budget  Tuesday, 
Ju ly  7 ,  enact ing North 
Carol ina’s  f i rst  compre-
hensive  spending plan 

s ince  2023. 
       Republ ican leg is-
lat ive  leaders  sent  the 
long-overdue budget 
to  Ste in  last  week af ter 
more  than a  year  of  ne-

got iat ions  over  items l ike 
income tax  and teacher 
raises .  The delay  meant 
state  agencies  were  run-
ning on budget  levels  ap-
proved nearly  three  years 

Nor th C arolina G ov.  Josh Stein signs  a  historic  $34 bi l l ion budget  on Ju ly  7 ,  2026.  (Photo:  C hristine 
Zhu/NC Ne wsline)

   GREENSB ORO, N.C.  — The 
Nat ional  Basketba l l  Associa-
t ion Hal l  of  Famer B ob McA-
doo wi l l  be  honored as  this 
year’s  Trai lblazer  by  the  Inter-
nat ional  Civ i l  Rights  C enter 
& Museum during its  Annual 
Gala  on Ju ly  18 ,  2026.  The 
award recognizes  persons  who 
have demonstrated except ional 
commitment  to  socia l  progress 
by  opening doors  to  minor i-
t ies  for  new opportunit ies  for 
success .  The event  is  dedicated 
to  rais ing crucia l  funds  for  the 

B ob McAdo o 
to  re ceive  Civ i l 
R ig hts  Mus eum 
Trai lblaz er  Award

The Black woman on the  train -  p age -  4

NC $34 Bi l l ion Budget  -  p age 8
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       CHICAGO — Almost  250 
years  to  the  day of  the  s igning of 
the  Declarat ion of  Independence, 
former Pres ident  Barack Obama, 
the  44th and f irst  Afr ican Ameri-
can pres ident ,  of f ic ia l ly  opened his 
Obama Pres ident ia l  C enter  before  a 
star-studded crowd of  supporters  on 
the  S outh Side  of  Chicago,  where  he 
launched his  career.
       With a  good dea l  more  grey  hair 
than when he  le f t  the  pres idenc y a l-
most  a  decade ago,  Obama stood be-
fore  thousands  gathered in  Chicago’s 
Jackson Park to  watch onscreen and 
hundreds  of  invited guests  on the 
campus grounds to  open his  name-
sake Obama Pres ident ia l  C enter.
       Underly ing presentat ions  and 
remarks  throughout  the  hours- long 
ceremony at  the  center,  which opens 
to  the  publ ic  Fr iday,  were  idea ls  set 
for th  in  our  nat ion’s  founding docu-
ment ,  Obama said,  not ing displays  in 
the  new museum would pay homage 
to  the  many chapters  of  American 
histor y  and showcase  the  work of 
c iv i l  r ights  leaders .
       “ The stor y  we te l l  in  this  bui ld-
ing begins  not  with  Michel le’s  or-
ig ins  or  my or ig ins ,  but  with  our 
nat ion’s ,”  Obama said.  “With a 
founding era  pr int  of  the  Declarat ion 
of  Independence,  and a  pen and ink-
stand used by Freder ick  Douglass . 
L incoln’s  Bible  and a  pamphlet  by 
Ida  B.  Wel ls .  Suf f ragist  button,  and a 
hard hat  worn by FDR’s  L abor  S ecre-
tar y  Frances  Perkins .”
       “ The exhibits  here  focus  not  just 
on pol ic ies ,  but  on the  shared va l-
ues  that  make democrac y poss ible ,” 
Obama said.
       The ceremony began with a 
per formance by hip-hop band The 
Roots ,  fol lowed by an introduc-

t ion of  dist inguished guests .  For-
mer Canadian Pr ime Minister  Just in 
Trudeau,  former German Chancel lor 
Angela  Merkel ,  former Ita l ian Pr ime 
Minister  Matteo Renzi  and former 
Mongol ian Pres ident  Tsakhiagi in  E l-
begdor j  came to  the  stage  f i rst .
     Specia l  Guests  included former 
Pres ident  Joe  Biden,  former Pres-
ident  George  W. Bush,  and former 
Pres ident  Bi l l  Cl inton and former 
ice  Pres idet  Kamala  Harr is  and her 
husband,  the  former pres idents  f i rst 
ladies .  Also  present  on stage,  the 
Obamas,  their  daughters ,  Sasha and 
Mal ia ,  who spent  par t  of  their  chi ld-
hood  growing up in  the  publ ic  eye 
in  the  hite  House.
       Addit ional  VIP guests  includ-
ed Obama administrat ion of f ic ia ls , 
former Chief  of  Staf f  R ahm Emanuel 
and former Attorney Genera l  Er ic 
Holder,  and a  number  of  celebr it ies 
f rom the  ar ts  and enter tainment 
world,  including Stephen C olber t , 
Oprah Winfrey,  Steven Spielberg , 
David Letterman,  Tom Hanks and 
Mark Hamil l .
       Notably  absent  f rom the  cere-
mony was  Pres ident  Donald Trump, 
whom the Obama Foundat ion did 
not  invite .  Then-Pres ident  Obama 
attended the  dedicat ion of  the  most 
recent  pres ident ia l  center  to  open, 
that  of  Pres ident  George  W. Bush, 
in  2013.  Bush has  become a  f r iend 
of  the  Obamas,  underscor ing a  once 
more bipar t isan era .
       CEO Valer ie  Jarrett  and Chair-
man of  the  B oard of  Directors  Marty 
Nesbitt ,  gave  opening remarks .  Jar-
rett ,  a  longt ime f r iend and advisor 
to  the  Obamas,  spoke of  the  s igni f i -
cance  of  housing the  campus on Chi-
cago’s  S outh Side  and its  inclusive 
v is ion.

       “ This  center  may be  named for 
the  Obama’s ,  but  it  i s  bui lt  for  you,” 
Jarrett  said.
       Nesbit  donned a  tan suit  dur ing 
his  remarks ,  which he  pointed out 
in  reference  to  the  now-infamous 
“tan suit  controversy,”  in  which the 
former pres ident  was  cr it ic ized by 
opponents  for  wear ing the  color  at  a 
2014 news conference.
       Per formances  by  loca l  and su-
perstar  ar t ists  spr ink led the  pro-
ceedings .  Jennifer  Hudson,  Christ ina 
Agui lera ,  John Legend,  C ommon, 
U2’s  B ono & The Edge,  Marc  An-
thony,  Tems,  Eddie  Vedder,  Stevie 
Wonder  and Bruce  Spr ingsteen were 
among the  per formers  that  had the  
crowd on their  feet  with  moving mu-
sic  that  of ten evoked the  s ignature 
ca l ls  to  hope of  the  Obamas.
       Nearly  two hours  into  the  cer-
emony,  First  L ady Michel le  Obama 
and Pres ident  Obama del ivered f ina l 
remarks .
       At  the  star t  of  her  speech,  the 
former First  L ady promised to  “fu l-
ly  s ing”  her  husband’s  praises .  She 
ref lec ted on her  marr iage,  her  fami-
ly ’s  roots  in  Chicago and lauded the 
accomplishments  of  her  husband’s 
administrat ion.
       “How absurd it  i s  to  imagine 
that  you would have  done anything 
but  make our  fami ly  and this  coun-
tr y  proud,”  Obama said,  as  her  hus-
band held  back tears .
       The former f i rst  lady,  who grew 
up on the  S outh Side,  went  on to 
applaud the  histor ic  contr ibut ions  of 
working people  and immigrant  com-
munit ies  to  democrac y and appeared 
to  push back on ant i- immigrant  sen-
t iment ,  invoking language f rom the 
Declarat ion of  Independence.

A home for  hop e’ :  Ob ama Presidentia l 
C enter  christene d in  grand op ening 
ceremony

byAidan K linemanandMe di l l  I l l inois  Ne ws Bureau  June 18,  2026 in  G overnment

Former President  Jo e  Biden,  from left ,  former President 
Barack Ob ama,  former President  G e orge W. Bush,  and 
former President  Bi l l  C linton,  p os e  for  a  photo ahead of 
the  de dic ation ceremony at  the  Ob ama Presidentia l  C enter, 
Thurs day,  June 18,  2026,  in  C hic ago.  (AP Photo/Pablo Mar-
tinez  Monsivais ,  Po ol)

Former President  Barack Ob ama and former 
f irst  lady Michel le  Ob ama are  intro duce d 
during the  de dic ation ceremony for  the  Ob ama 
Presidentia l  C enter,  Thurs day,  June 18,  2026, 
in  C hic ago.  (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

Ob ama Presidentia l  C enter  -  p age 8

2          THE GREENSBORO TIMES



3          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

NAACP L aunches  Historic  $20M C amp aign to 
Mobi l iz e  Black Voters  For  Midterms

       The NAACP is  making the  larg-
est  midterm elec t ion investment  in 
its  117-year  histor y,  unvei l ing a  $20 
mi l l ion voter  mobi l izat ion campaign 
aimed at  reaching mi l l ions  of  Black 
voters  before  the  November  e lec-
t ions .
      The “Get  Out  The Vote”  cam-
paign marks  a  histor ic  amount  of 
spending for  the  organizat ion dur ing 
a  non-pres ident ia l  e lec t ion year. 
NAACP leaders  say  the  campaign 
aims to  st rengthen voter  par t ic i-
pat ion in  communit ies  dispropor-
t ionately  impacted by changes  to 
vot ing laws and congress ional  maps 
fol lowing court  decis ions  l imit ing 
provis ions  of  the  Vot ing Rights  Act 
of  1965.
       Derr ick  Johnson,  Pres ident  & 
CEO of  the  NAACP,  said  in  a  state-
ment ,  “We’re  launching this  cam-
paign on our  nat ion’s  250th anni-
versar y  — and invest ing more than 
we’ve  ever  invested in  a  midterm 
c ycle  — because  this  is  a  pivot-
a l  moment  for  our  democrac y.”  He 
cont inued,  “ The future  of  this  coun-
tr y  needs  to  f ina l ly  ser ve  the  people, 
and not  the  wealthy at  the  top who 
couldn’t  care  less  about  those  who 
actua l ly  bui lt  this  nat ion with blood, 
sweat ,  and tears .”
      The campaign wi l l  recruit  20 ,000 
volunteers  and target  6 .5  mi l l ion 
Black voters  across  14  states  and 33 
congress ional  distr ic ts ,  according to 
the  c iv i l  r ights  organizat ion’s  an-

nouncement  this  week.  The ef for t 
comes as  the  NAACP cont inues  lega l 
cha l lenges  to  e lec t ion pol ic ies  it  says 
have  weakened vot ing r ights  and mi-
nor ity  pol it ica l  representat ion.
       The ef for t  a lso  coincides  with 
the  nat ion’s  250th anniversar y, 
which the  NAACP said  of fers  an op-
portunity  to  ref lec t  on the  countr y ’s 
democrat ic  idea ls  and to  encourage 
c iv ic  par t ic ipat ion ahead of  a  pivota l 
e lec t ion.
       “America’s  250th bir thday comes 
at  a  dark t ime in  our  histor y,  when 
hard-fought  v ic tor ies  l ike  the  Vot-
ing Rights  Act  are  being attacked, 
especia l ly  in  the  S outh,”  Dominik 
Whitehead,  the  NAACP’s  Chief  of 
Fie ld,  Membership Growth and Unit 
Sustainabi l ity,  wrote  in  a  statement 
to  The Root .
       “When our  community  stands 
together,  we have  the  capacity  to 
change the  course  of  histor y.  We’ve 
taken on white  nat ional ists ,  corpo-
rate  overlords ,  and powerful  inter-
ests ,  and we’ve  won.  I  have  no doubt 
we’ l l  do it  again,”  he  cont inued.
      The NAACP began lay ing the 
groundwork for  the  ef for t  over  a 
year  ago,  host ing town hal ls  in  states 
l ike  Texas ,  Georgia ,  North Carol i-
na,  Ar izona,  Wisconsin,  Cal i fornia , 
Ohio and New Jersey.  Those  events 
focused on voter  engagement  and or-
ganizing ahead of  the  2026 midterm 
elec t ions .
       “By turning out  the  vote,  we can 

a l l  help  put  an end to  [Pres ident] 
Donald Trump’s  assaults  on our 
communit ies  and the  r ights  we’ve 
secured through immense st ruggle , 
and begin to  bui ld  a  future  that  ac-
tua l ly  ser ves  our  needs  — f rom hav-
ing access ible  hea lthcare,  af fordable 
housing,  and gett ing a  good educa-
t ion,”  Whitehead told  us .
      The organizat ion has  f i led  law-
suits  over  execut ive  orders  af fec t ing 
e lec t ions  and redistr ic t ing plans  in 
states ,  including Tennessee,  Mis-
sour i  and Texas .  It  a lso  recent ly 
announced a  federa l  cour t  ru l ing 
blocking implementat ion of  a  U.S . 
Posta l  S er vice  pol ic y  t ied to  a  Trump 
administrat ion execut ive  order  on 
mai l- in  vot ing ,  according to  the  Le-
ga l  Defense  Fund.
       The voter  turnout  ef for t  wi l l  fo-
cus  on reg istrat ion,  canvass ing ,  com-
munity  events  and voter  educat ion 
through Elec t ion Day.  The NAACP 
said  it  a lso  plans  to  cont inue advo-
cat ing for  expanded vot ing access 
and pol ic ies  address ing hea lthcare, 
educat ion,  housing and economic 
opportunity.
       Whitehead cont inued,  “We’ve 
got  to  vote  in  November,  ever y  s in-
g le  one of  us .  Together,  we can put 
an end to  these  rol lbacks  and star t 
bui lding a  future  that  ac tua l ly  ser ves 
a l l  of  us  — not  just  the  gr i f ters  at 
the  ver y  top.”

The NAACP’s  largest-e ver  midterm investment  aims to  b o ost  Black voter  turnout  in  ke y  states 
throug h organizing ahead of  Novemb er ’s  ele ctions.

SELMA, AL –  NOVEMBER 01:  C ol lege  students  on the  NAACP’s  “Vote  Hard” bus  tour  encourage p e ople  to  vote  in  the  G e orge Washington C ar ver 
Homes housing proje ct  next  to  the  historic  Brow n C hap el  AME C hurch Novemb er 1,  2008 in  S elma,  Alab ama.  (Photo by Mario Tama/G etty  Images)

by Phenix  S.  Hal le y,  Ju ly  8 ,  2026
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B ob McAdo o to  re ceive  Trai lblaz er  Award from p age 1
Museum’s  ongoing miss ion to  pro-
mote  c iv i l  and human r ights .
     The occasion,  which has  been 
scheduled to  begin at  4  p.m.  this 
year  to  accommodate  major  cultura l 
per formances  later  in  the  day,  com-
memorates  the  histor ic  Greensboro 
Sit-Ins ,  which began on Feb.  1 ,  1960. 
It  i s  t imed to  mark the  successfu l 
racia l  integrat ion of  the  F.W.  Wool-
worth’s  lunch counter  on Ju ly  25 , 
1960,  s ix  months  later.  This  year’s 
program promises  to  be  a  momen-
tous  occasion,  celebrat ing the  re-
markable  contr ibut ions  of  McAdoo 
and other  honorees  to  the  ever-ur-
gent  cause  of  c iv i l  r ights .
     B ob McAdoo stands  out  as  a 
Greensboro nat ive  son whose  ex-
traordinar y  journey f rom the  ha l l -
ways  of  B en L.  Smith High S chool 
to  the  pinnacle  of  profess ional  bas-
ketba l l  represents  the  ver y  best  of 
what  determinat ion,  disc ipl ine,  and 
str iv ing for  excel lence  can achieve. 
L ike  the  pr inciples  that  dist in-
guished the  c iv i l  r ights  movement 
itse l f ,  these  qual it ies  can render 
extraordinar y  success .  B orn on S ep-
tember  25,  1951,  McAdoo came of 
age  in  Greensboro dur ing one of 
the  most  t ransformat ive  per iods  in 
American histor y.  Not  only  was  the 
game of  basketba l l  advanced dur ing 
these  years ,  but  so  was  the  socia l 
landscape of  a  c ity  that  sat  at  the 
ver y  epicenter  of  the  American Civ-
i l  Rights  Movement .  And,  in  turn, 
McAdoo was  shaped by these  chang-
es .  The res i l ience  and courage  he 
witnessed in  his  hometown inst i l led 
in  him a  l i fe long commitment  to 
breaking barr iers  against  equal ity 

wherever  he  found them.

     Af ter  his  standout  years  in  High 
S chool ,  McAdoo took his  ta lents  to 
the  Univers ity  of  North Carol ina  at 
Chapel  Hi l l ,  where  he  starred under 
legendar y coach Dean Smith.  The 
profess ional  career  that  fol lowed for 
him was  nothing shor t  of  histor ic . 
S elec ted by the  Buf fa lo  Braves  in 
the  1972 NBA Draf t ,  McAdoo quick-
ly  establ ished himsel f  as  one of  the 
most  dominant  forces  the  game had 
ever  seen — earning three  consec-
ut ive  NBA scor ing t it les  in  1974, 
1975,  and 1976,  a long with the  NBA 
Most  Valuable  Player  Award in  1975, 
and f ive  NBA Al l-Star  se lec t ions . 
He later  captured back-to-back NBA 
Championships  with  the  Los  Ange-
les  L akers  in  1982 and 1985,  before 
taking his  extraordinar y  ta lents  to 
Europe,  where  he  became one of  the 
f i rst  American NBA stars  to  e levate 
the  internat ional  game and open 
doors  for  generat ions  of  players  who 
fol lowed.  In  2000,  McAdoo received 
basketba l l’s  highest  honor  as  he  was 
inducted into  the  Naismith Memori-
a l  Basketba l l  Hal l  of  Fame.

     Yet  what  makes  B ob McAdoo 
the  f itt ing recipient  of  the  Civi l 
Rights  Trai lblazer’s  Award extends 
far  beyond his  championships  and 
accolades .  He competed at  the  high-
est  levels  dur ing an era  when ra-
cia l  barr iers  in  profess ional  spor ts 
were  st i l l  ver y  much present ,  car-
r y ing the  pr ide  of  Greensboro — a 
c ity  synonymous with intrepid c iv i l 
r ights  courage  — on his  shoulders 
throughout  a  legendar y career.  He 
integrated himsel f  into  spaces  that 
were  not  a lways  welcoming,  excel led 
on the  world’s  most  coveted stages , 
and consistent ly  demonstrated that 
ta lent  and character  know no racia l 
color.  His  decades  of  mentorship, 
community  engagement ,  and ser vice 
to  young ath letes  ref lec t  a  man who 
has  never  forgotten where  he  came 
f rom or  the  responsibi l ity  that  comes 
with the  high plat form on which he 
stands .
     “B ob McAdoo is  one of  Greens-
boro’s  greatest  sons ,  and his  stor y 
is  inseparable  f rom the  stor y  of  this 
c ity  and its  enduring spir it  of  cour-
age  and excel lence,”  said  Hurley  Der-
r ickson,  a  personal  f r iend who was 
a  high school  basketba l l  teammate 
with McAdoo and who has  been a 
member  of  the  B oard of  Directors  of 
the  Internat ional  Civi l  Rights  C en-
ter  & Museum since  it  was  found-
ed.  “ To honor him here,  in  the  c ity 
that  shaped him,  at  the  museum that 
stands  on the  ground where  histor y 
was  made,  i s  a  profoundly  meaning-
fu l  moment  for  our  ent ire  commu-
nity.  It  i s  our  pr iv i lege  to  celebrate 
his  remarkable  l i fe  and legac y at  this 
year’s  Gala .”

in  our  nat ion’s  capita l . 
       Her  thousand-yard stare  is  one 
of  dignif ied terror.  It  i s  a  moment 
forced upon her,  in  a  democrac y st i l l 
reckoning with its  contradic t ions 
about  who gets  to  belong,  where  pa-
tr iot ism and f reedom are  per ver ted 
and how a  Black woman becomes an 
unwitt ing and unwi l l ing passenger 
amid a  sea  of  most ly  white  men.
      Their  ident it ies  are  not  known, 
but  the  fear  the  image evokes  is 
fami l iar.  A crowd of  faces ,  s itt ing 
and standing,  intent ional ly  unseen 
behind sunglasses  and scar ves .  And 
then,  in  their  midst ,  a  s ing le  face 
exposed:  brown,  female,  eyes  f ixed in 
the  direc t ion of  the  camera.  In  this 
photograph,  what  was  meant  to  in-
t imidate  became insight . 
       The men are  masked.  She is  not . 
       Once again,  a  Black woman was 
captured in  a  moment  where  she 
must  confront  the  worst  of  America 
with  composure  and become the  mir-
ror  that  shows the  distance  between 
who we are  and who we say  we are  — 
or  who we want  to  be  — as  a  countr y. 
       We do not  yet  know the  name or 
age  of  the  woman in  the  v iscera l  and 
now vira l  photograph taken Satur-

day by Reuters  photographer  Cheney 
Orr.  But  we know the  look on her 
face. 
        We saw it  on the  face  of 
15-year-old  E l izabeth Eckford as  she 
ca lmly  walked to  c lass  amid a  racist , 
screaming mob en route  to  her  f i rst 
day at  L itt le  Rock High S chool  on 
S eptember  4 ,  1957.  We saw it  on the 
face  of  23-year-old  Diane Nash,  one 
of  the  courageous  Freedom Riders 
who did not  know whether  she  would 
return home when she  set  out  with 
other  members  of  the  Student  Non-
violent  C oordinat ing C ommittee  as 
leader  of  the  1960 Nashvi l le  s it - ins . 
       And now it  has  happened again. 
I  do not  need to  know who she  is  to 
know who she  is . 
       This  was  a  young woman who 
was  just  t r y ing to  get  to  her  dest i -
nat ion:  maybe running an errand, 
heading to  work or  going home af-
ter  her  shi f t .  Maybe she  was  going 
nowhere  in  par t icular.  She  does  not 
need a  reason to  be  on the  t rain ;  she 
is  s imply  exist ing . 
      But  then the  t rain  stops  and the 
men boarding do have  a  reason for 
being there.  We know them,  too. 
       The men on the  t rain  were  par t 

of  Patr iot  Front ,  a  white  nat ional ist 
group formed in  the  af termath of  the 
deadly  2017 “Unite  the  Right”  ra l ly 
in  Charlottesvi l le ,  Virg inia ,  where 
masked white  men carr ied t ik i  torch-
es  and marched in  opposit ion to  the 
removal  of  a  statue  of  C onfederate 
Gen.  Rober t  E .  Lee.  The group has 
promoted the  “great  replacement 
theor y”  and on Saturday,  hundreds  of 
their  members  descended on Wash-
ington,  chant ing “Reclaim America!” 
and waving C onfederate  f lags  on the 
countr y ’s  250th anniversar y. 
       The Black woman on the  t rain 
was  not  physica l ly  harmed that  day. 
But  the  specter  of  harm was  present 
— and recognizable  not  only  to  her, 
but  to  many Black women.  For  them, 
at  the  least ,  such encounters  are  just 
another  microaggress ion of  the  day ; 
at  worst ,  they  can result  in  ac tua l 
harm. 
       as  a  Black woman,  you’re  just 
hoping to  sur vive  the  moment  — and 
hoping there  isn’t  a  next  t ime.  But 
there  is  a lways  a  next  t ime,  because 
to  be  a  Black woman in  America  is  to 
know that  the  indignity  and inequal-
ity  that  come with racism and sexism 
are  the  t rain  that  is  never  late .

The Black Woman on a  train -  from p age 1
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       The fami ly  of  Miss iss ippi  teen 
Nolan Xavier  Wel ls  wi l l  conduct  an 
independent  autopsy fol lowing the 
18-year-old’s  myster ious  death,  ac-
cording to  attorney B en Crump,  who 
revea led new detai ls  about  what  he 
says  unfolded on the  day Wel ls  van-
ished.
      “He was  a  good kid.  He was  be-
loved.  He was  a  col lege  ath lete .  He 
had ever ything going for  him.  And 
so to  go on that  is land . . .  and then 
not  to  come back is  what  is  concern-
ing ,”  Crump told  AB C News’  L insey 
Davis .
      Wel ls  went  miss ing on the  4th of 
Ju ly  af ter  going on a  boat  t r ip  with 
his  high school  f r iends  to  the  pop-
ular,  undeveloped Horn Is land,  just 
south of  Ocean Spr ings ,  Miss iss ippi , 

according to  of f ic ia ls  and Crump. 
The locat ion is  access ible  only  by 
pr ivate  boat  and doesn’t  have  faci l i -
t ies ,  dr inking water  or  staf f .
       “ [The f r iends]  le f t  [Horn Is-
land]  and went  back without  Nolan,” 
Jackson C ounty  Sher i f f  John Ledbet-
ter  said.  “From what  we understand, 
he  chose  to  stay  there.”
      A body bel ieved to  be  Wel ls  was 
recovered Monday,  of f ic ia ls  said.
      Author it ies  said  they bel ieve 
Wel ls  drowned and don’t  suspect  foul 
play,  but  the  sher i f f ’s  of f ice  st ressed 
Wednesday that  invest igators  are 
“working di l igent ly  to  determine ex-
act ly  what  occurred.”
       Crump said  invest igators  “con-
t inue to  te l l  the  fami ly  that  ‘We don’t 
see  any evidence of  any foul  play,’ 

even though you have  students  who 
recorded an a ltercat ion whi le  they 
were  on the  boats .”  Crump descr ibed 
the  a ltercat ion as  “Nolan and some-
body yel l ing at  one another  on the 
boat .”
       According to  Crump,  Wel ls’ 
f r iends  took the  teen’s  phone with 
them when they le f t  Horn Is land. 
Crump said  when Wel ls’  fami ly  got 
his  phone back,  messages  had been 
deleted.
       Crump a lso  said  Wel ls’  father 
descr ibed the  18-year-old  col lege 
footba l l  player  as  “an e l ite  ath lete .”
      “He said  that  his  son could swim. 
And so,  they ’re  just  not  accept ing 
that  Nolan drowned accidenta l ly,” 
Crump said.

Attorne y for  Mississippi  te en’s  fami ly  re counts 
‘a lterc ation’  on b o at EMILY SHAPIRO, DEENA ZARU and SABINA GHE-

BREMEDHIN
Thu,  Ju ly  9 ,  2026 at  10:37 AM EDT

C our tesy  of  the  Wel ls  Fami ly  -  PHOTO:  Ocean Springs  S cho ol  District  hig h s cho ol  PHOTO: Nolan Wel ls

Attorne y B en Cr ump Nolan Wel ls

       Days  af ter  a  GoFundMe was 
launched to  support  18-year-old  No-
lan Wel ls’  fami ly  with  funera l  costs 
and to  ease  their  f inancia l  burden, 
Byron Al len has  made a  large  dona-
t ion to  the  fundraiser,  helping raise 
even more awareness  about  the  teen’s 
death.
       On Saturday ( Ju ly  11) ,  Al len 
donated $100,000 to  the  fundraiser, 
joining other  notable  donors ,  in-
cluding comedian Li l  Rel  Howrey, 
Auburn footba l l  quar terback Deuce 
Knight  and others .  When theGrio 
f i rst  repor ted on the  fundraiser  on 
Monday,  donat ions  at  the  t ime had 
crossed over  $100,000 and count ing . 
Al len’s  donat ion init ia l ly  took the 

fami ly ’s  GoFundMe across  it s  goa l  of 
more  than $500,000.
        The donat ion comes hours  af-
ter  a  Fr iday news conference  where 
c iv i l  r ights  attorney B en Crump and 
the  Rev.  Al  Sharpton f lanked Wel ls’ 
mother  and father  in  updat ing those 
in  attendance about  who had come 
for th to  aid  them in their  quest  for 
accountabi l ity  regarding their  son’s 
death.  Wel ls’  miss ing body was  found 
on Horn Is land in  Miss iss ippi  on 
Monday,  two days  af ter  he  was  re-
por ted miss ing fol lowing a  boat  out-
ing with f r iends .
       At  the  news conference,  Crump 
said  that  C ol in  Kaepernick would 
pay for  an independent  autopsy for 

Wel ls  and that  f i lm and te lev is ion 
mogul  Tyler  Perr y  would cover  the 
funera l  costs .
Sharpton wi l l  of f ic iate  Wel ls’  funera l 
ser v ice.
       “We just  want  to  know what 
happened and why our  baby didn’t 
come home,”  Christ ine  Wonsley  said 
dur ing the  news conference.
       The teen,  who was  a  footba l l 
player  at  S outhwest  Miss iss ippi  C om-
munity  C ol lege  in  Summit ,  Miss is-
s ippi ,  would have  turned 19 next 
month.  He hoped to  one day t ransfer 
to  a  high- level  Divis ion 1  program 
and potent ia l ly  reach the  NFL.

By ron Al len

Nolan Xav ier  Wel ls ,  an 18 year  old  student-athlete  from Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi,  went  missing during a  Ju ly  4th holiday tr ip  w ith fr iends  to 
Horn Island.

 
By Brandon C aldwel l
Ju l  11,  2026
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G o o d afterno on,  wel l ,  wel l ,  our  president ,  oh s orr y,  I  mean,  their  president , 
you k now,  thos e  w ho don’t  k now a  con job w hen the y s e e  one.  He c an’t  get  any-
thing rig ht .  Wou ldn’t  you k now it .  The Great  Americ an State  Fair  that  o ccurre d 
in  Washington,  D C during the  we ek of  the  4th of  Ju ly,  celebrating Americ a’s 
250th Anniversar y  was  a  big  f lop,  thanks  to  homeb oy man chi ld  in  the  White 
Hous e.  The e vent  was  held from June 25 to  Ju ly  10.  The Nor th C arolina b o oth 
dre w controversy  w hen a  C onfe derate  f lag  app eare d in  a  v ide o display.  To his 
cre dit ,  G overnor Josh Stein issue d a  statement  condemning the  display.  The 
b o oth was  op erate d by private  comp anies  and was  not  af f i l iate d w ith Nor th 
C arolina government  off icia ls .  One of  the  comp anies  af f i l iate d w ith the  b o oth 
w ithdre w from the e vent .  You k now the  e vent  wasn’t  to  celebrate  Americ a’s 
250th Anniversar y.  It  was  of  the  egotistic a l  dictator  want  a  b e  President .  You 
k now,  i f  you lay  dow n w ith dogs  you get  up w ith f leas .

What  up,  G-times,  my brothers  and sisters ,  l isten up,  Once we k now w ho we 
are  and our legac y as  a  p e ople  from the daw n of  t ime,  we wal k  dif ferent  we ta l k 
dif ferent  we eat  dif ferent  we treat  each other  dif ferent  and we l ive  dif ferent . 
Know le dge of  s el f  is  p owerfu l  and bui lds  confidence.  Don’t  forget  that .

Hel lo,  last  month Winston Salem City  C ounci l  approve d a  temp orar y curfe w for 
te enagers .  The curfe w prohibits  te ens  17 or  under  from b eing in  public  from 
10pm to 6am unless  the y are  w ith their  p arents .  There  are  exceptions  such as 
coming to  work or  attending s cho ol  activ ities .  The curfe w may b e  a  way of  tr y-
ing to  res olve  te en criminal  b ehav ior,  but  studies  have  show n that  the y don’t 
work and have a  l imite d imp act  on crime as  most  crimes  o ccur  during the  day. 
Curfe ws may push problems to  other  t imes  or  lo c ations  rather  than el iminating 
them,  and it  c an create  distr ust  b etwe en law enforcement  and youth,  leading to 
more confrontations.  Curfe ws are  hard to  enforce,  mak ing them largely  sy m-
b olic .  But  U.S.  juveni le  curfe ws are  ineffe ctive  at  re ducing crime and v ictim-
ization,  according to  a  re v ie w summarizing the  f indings  of  12  studies  that  was 
publishe d in  2016 by the  C ampb el l  C ol lab oration,  an international  s o cia l  s ci-
ence  res earch network.  The re v ie w als o  found a  s l ig ht  increas e  in  crime during 
curfe w hours  and no ef fe ct  on non-curfe w hours.  The Winston Salem City  C oun-
ci l  shou ld b e  commende d for  their  ef for t  to  curb youth crime and v iolence  in 
their  c ity,  and I  hop e for  the  b est .  The ef for t  is  wor th it  s ince  the  curfe w is 
temp orar y.  Once the  resu lts  are  in  the y w i l l  b e  in  a  b etter  p osition to  maintain 
the  curfe w or  end it .

G o o d morning,  G-times,  wel l  the  Iran War is  b eginning to  drive  gas  prices  and 
gro ceries  up again w ith the  Strait  of  Hormuz remaining c los e  despite  the  b est 
ef for t  of  our  incomp etent  President  and his  amateur unqualif ie d C abinet  adv i-
s ors  or  I  shou ld say,  yes  Men.  The b ombs ke ep dropping,  Tr ump’s  bu l ly ing and 
threatening a  constant  dr umb eat  and his  l ies  ke ep b abbling from his  mouth and 
the  Strait  of  Hormuz is  st i l l  c los e d.  If  the  Americ an p e ople  don’t  r is e  in  No-
vemb er and take  their  countr y  b ack,  the  world w i l l  w itness  the  fa l l  of  the  mo d-
ern-day Roman empire.

                          
Hel lo,  I ’m s ending a  shout  out  to  the  City  of  Gre ensb oro,  esp e cia l ly  the  mem-
b ers  of  the  2020 Gre ensb oro Human R ig hts  C ommission for  establishing the 
Morningside  Awards.  Gre ensb oro City  C ounci l  w i l l  re cogniz e  f ive  Dud le y  hig h 
S cho ol  students  w ith the  2026 Morningside  Awards  next  we ek.  The Awards 
are  pres ente d to  Dud le y  Hig h S cho ol  students  each year  in  memor y of  the  f ive 
lab or  r ig hts  activ ists  that  were  ambushe d and k i l le d by the  w hite  supremacist 
group,  the  Ku K lux K lan at  a  worker ’s  r ig hts  ra l ly  held at  Morningside  neig h-
b orho o d on Novemb er 3,  1979.  The f ive  p e ople  k i l le d on that  day were  C esar 
C auce,  Dr.  Michael  Nathan,  Wi l l iam Samps on,  Sandra Smith,  and Dr.  James 
Wal ler.  I  commend the  City  of  Gre ensb oro for  ke eping a l ive  the  sacrif ice  the y 
made for  e quality,  justice,  and a  b etter  quality  of  l i fe  for  workers  l iv ing here  in 
the  tr iad area  of  Nor th C arolina.
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R acists  are  using racism to continue racist  p olicies 
to  dis criminate  against  Afric an Americ ans

       The Trump Administrat ion’s 
c laim DEI that  (  Divers ity  Equity 
and Inclusion)  pol ic ies  based on bias 
against  white  people  is  not  va l id  and 
is  a  publ ic  re lat ions  g immic to  l ie 
and distor t  rea l ity  of  Afr ican Amer-
icans’  dai ly  cha l lenge to  navigate 
inst itut ional  white  supremac y.  The 
Pres ident  is  a  racist  us ing non exis-
tent  racism against  white  people  to 
maintain America’s  race  conscience 
ecosystem to  cont inue to  discr imi-
nate  against  Black people.  Evidence
from government  agencies ,  cour ts , 
and decades  of  academic  research 
indicates  that  Afr ican Americans 
cont inue to  exper ience  prevasive  and 
systemic  racia l  discr iminat ion and 
not  white  americans .
       From the  White  House  to  the 
North Carol ina  State  House  of  Rep-
resentat ives ,  racism remains  a l ive 
and wel l .  The Trump White  House 
and the  State  Legis lature  are  on 
the  same page and a l igned in  their 
e f for ts .  In  1963,  former Alabama 
Governor  George  Wal lace  declared, 
“S egregat ion now,  segregat ion to-
morrow,  and segregat ion forever.”             
Today,  f rom the  White  House  to  the 
State  House,  the  message  is  c lear : 
racism now,  racism tomorrow,  and 
racism forever.  Numerous  unlawful 
execut ive  orders  issued by Trump 
have been wel l  documented as  at-
tempts  to  dismant le  DEI and other 
pol ic ies  des igned to  combat  ac t ive 
racist  pract ices .  L ast  week,  the  NC 
State  Legis lature’s  $34 Bi l l ion budget 
e l iminated DEI Of f ices ,  s taf f ,  and 
programs.  The White  House  creates 
a  fa lse  narrat ive  to  just i f y  disman-
t l ing DEI.  They manipulate  language 
to  fa lse ly  por tray  the  perpetrator  of 
racism as  the  v ic t im of  racism and 
the  v ic t im as  the  perpetrator.  R ac-
ists  are  us ing racism to  discr iminate 
against  Black people  who are  the  tar-

get  and v ic t ims of  inst itut ional  bias .
       What  is  racism speci f ica l ly?  It 
i s  the  bel ie f  that  one race  is  supe-
r ior  to  another.  and it  manifest  in 
discr iminat ion and prejudice  against 
indiv iduals  based on their  race. 
R acism in America  is  systemic  af-
fec t ing inst itut ions  and socia l ,  eco-
nomic and pol it ica l  inequit ies .  Let’s 
be  c lear,  combat ing racism requires 
awareness ,  educat ion,  and act ive  an-
t i-racist  pract ices .  DEI  pol ic ies  are 
des igned to  help  combat  pre judice, 
discr iminat ion or  antagonism direct-
ed against  us  as  Afr ican American 
people.  Indiv idual  racism is  of ten 
eas i ly  ident i f iable ,  the  racia l  s lur, 
wear ing or  displaying a  confeder-
ate  f lag ,  the  Klansman in  his  robe. 
Inst itut ional  racism is  not  as  easy 
to  spot  because  its  subt le .  R acia l 
gerr ymander ing strateg ies  to  deny 
Afr ican American vot ing r ights ,  ra-
c ia l  prof i l ing in  pol ic ing ,  redl ining 
and steer ing pract ices  against  Black 
homebuyers ,  f inancia l  inst itut ions-
systemat ica l ly  denying loan or  credit 
to  Afr ican Americans  who qual i f y, 
restr ic t ing their  abi l ity  to  purchase  a 
home or  acquire  a  business  loan are 
just  a  few examples  of  systemic  rac-
ism that  cont inue to  exist  in  todays 
America .
       We must  resolve  to  cha l lenge 
ant i-  DEI execut ive  orders  f rom the 
White  House  and laws passed by the 
NC State  Legis lature  that  direc t ly 
impact  just ice  and equal ity  at  the 
loca l  level  here  in  Greensboro,  Gui l-
ford C ounty,  and the  Tr iad Area . 
Black organizat ions  and communi-
t ies  must  respond to  ant i-DEI pol i-
c ies  and leg is lat ion through lawful , 
c iv ic ,  and community  ac t ion.  We 
must  advocate  for  state  and loca l 
pol ic ies  that  promote  equal  oppor-
tunity  init iat ives .  Pol it ica l  engage-
ment  is  another  important  avenue. 

we must  a lso,  vote  and pressure  loca l 
e lec ted of f ic ia ls  to  f ight  and not  cave 
to  ant i-DEI ef for ts  f rom the  State 
or  federa l  level .  What  better  way is 
there  to  protect  the  r ights  of  their 
const ituents .
        Afr ican American indiv iduals 
and organizat ions  can br ing lega l 
cha l lenges  in  court  when pol ic ies 
a l legedly  v iolate  US C onst itut ional 
r ights  and c iv i l  r ights  laws.  What  has 
gone unreported by a  t imid media 
because  of  the  threats  and bul ly ing 
f rom the  Trump Administrat ion are 
court  cha l lenges  to  Trump Execut ive 
Orders  ru led against  the  adminis-
trat ion on US const itut ional  f i rst 
Amendment ,  Fourteenth Amendment 
and Fi f th  Amendment  Due Process 
to  the  const itut ion pr inciples .  Nu-
merous  successfu l  cases  include Chi-
cago Women in  Trade vs .  US Depar t-
ment  of  L abor  (2025)  and Thakur vs . 
Trump (2026) .  Cit ies  and count ies 
can chal lenge unlawful  and uncon-
st itut ional  pol ic ies  that  v iolate  the 
r ights  of  their  c it izens  i f  they  have 
the  resolve  to  do so.
       R acism is  a  socia l  construct 
that  is  used to  div ide  working and 
middle  c lass  people  by  race  weaken-
ing sol idar ity  and making it  harder 
to  pursue shared economic interest 
such as  higher  wages  and sa lar ies , 
better  working condit ions  and po-
l it ica l  power.  It’s  in  a l l  of  americans 
best  interest  to  r id  the  countr y  of 
this  beast  of  oppress ion.  R acism is  a 
cancer  on our  society.  It  undermines 
t rust ,  weakens  democrac y,  waste 
human potent ia l ,  and makes  America 
less  united and res i lent .  C onfront ing 
racism is  not  only  a  mora l  impera-
t ive  but  a lso  a  nat ional  secur ity  pr i-
or ity  requir ing a l l  amer icans  to  work 
together  to  destroy it .
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Nor th C arolina $34bi l l ion state  budget  -  from from p age -  1
ago.
       The 634-page budget  includes  a 
3% raise  for  a l l  s tate  employees  and 
lowers  the  personal  income tax  rate 
f rom 3.99% this  year  to  3 .49% next 
year.  It  marks  the  largest  s tar t ing 
teacher  pay raise  in  nearly  50  years 
and the  largest  overa l l  teacher  pay 
raise  in  the  past  15  years .  The plan 
a lso  fu l ly  funds  Medicaid  and appro-
pr iates  $700 mi l l ion towards  Hurr i-
cane Helene rel ie f  in  western North 
Carol ina .
       “ The leg is lature  has  accepted 
many of  my big-t icket  budget  recom-
mendat ions ,  and having just  cele-
brated America  250 this  weekend,  we 
remember  that  our  democrac y has 
a lways  run on compromise  for  the 
common good,”  Ste in  said. 
      However,  the  governor’s  s igna-
ture  did  not  come without  cr it ic ism. 
       The f ine  pr int :  NC’s  $34B bud-
get  includes  DEI cuts ,  ferr y  tol ls ,  AI , 
pr ison funds  and more
       The raises  for  most  state  em-
ployees  don’t  keep up with inf lat ion, 
Ste in  said,  and the  budget’s  “more 
meaningful”  raises  for  law enforce-
ment  and correct ions  workers  st i l l 
leave  North Carol ina  lagging behind 
its  neighbors . 
       He ca l led out  the  leg is lature  for 
s lashing more than 1 ,000 state  gov-
ernment  posit ions  and el iminat ing 
the  Of f ice  of  Minor ity  Health  and 
Health  Dispar it ies ,  as  wel l  as  the 
Of f ice  of  Histor ica l ly  Underut i l ized 
Businesses . 
       “It’s  fu l l  of  unconst itut ional  and 
petty  provis ions  that  st r ip  power 
f rom the  execut ive  branch,  pol it ic ize 
state  government ,  and undermine its 
e f f ic ienc y,”  Ste in  said.
       Whi le  Ste in  could’ve  vetoed the 
budget ,  enough Democrats  in  both 
chambers  voted in  support  of  i t  to 
make a  veto  overr ide  l ikely.  The 
spending plan passed 88-21 in  the 
House  and 35-10 in  the  S enate. 

       Hannah Moon,  a  Wilmington 
Engl ish  educator  who was  named 
the  S outheast  Region Teacher  of  the 
Year,  said  the  budget  is  cr it ica l  for 
c lassrooms and for  retaining educa-
tors . 
       The pay increases  show respect 
for  the  long hours  and emot ional 
weight  that  come with teaching,  she 
said. 
       St i l l ,  there’s  work to  be  done. 
Under  the  plan,  teachers  receive  e i-
ther  $500 or  $1 ,000 bonuses  depend-
ing on their  exper ience.  But  North 
Carol ina  educators  spend an average 
of  $1 ,632 out  of  their  own pockets 
on their  c lassrooms each year  for 
c lassroom suppl ies  l ike  penci ls ,  per-
sonal  hygiene products ,  and winter 
jackets  for  students . 
       “Hope is  what  star ts  a  teach-
ing profess ion.  Support  sustains  it ,” 
Moon said.  “Ever y  day,  we’re  g iv ing 
ever ything we’ve  got ,  but  quiet ly 
wonder ing how long we can af ford to 
keep doing it .”
       State  S ecretar y  of  Publ ic  Safe-
ty  Jef f rey  Smythe said  the  budget’s 
provis ions  for  law enforcement  are 
essent ia l .
       The plan includes  a  16 .2% aver-
age  pay raise  for  state  law enforce-
ment  of f icers  and an average  of  15% 
for  the  state  highway patrol . 
      “We must  cont inue invest ing in 
of f icers’  menta l  hea lth  and support-
ing behaviora l  hea lth  investments 
that  enable  law enforcement  of f icers 
to  focus  on keeping people  safe ,” 
Smythe said.  “ To do that ,  we should 
be  incent iv iz ing formal  educat ion 
and addit ional  t raining.”
       For  the  Depar tment  of  Adult 
C orrect ion,  the  budget  plays  a  s ig-
ni f icant  role  in  recruit ing and re-
taining staf f ,  said  S ecretar y  Lesl ie 
Dismukes . 
       It  provides  funds  for  vehicles , 
cameras ,  body scanners ,  ba l l is t ic 
vests ,  and body armor for  correc-

t ion staf f .  It  a lso  includes  money for 
technolog y to  increase  staf f  e f f ic ien-
c y  and for  replacing ag ing medica l 
equipment . 
       O ver  the  course  of  this  budget 
c ycle ,  the  agenc y lost  more  correc-
t ional  of f icers  than it  had hired, 
Dismukes  said.
       “If  we cannot  adequately  staf f 
our  pr isons  for  safety  and secur i-
ty,  we cannot  run the  programs that 
wi l l  ensure  that  those  in  our  custody 
are  re leased in  good hea lth  and with 
educat ional  and vocat ional  t raining 
that  wi l l  a l low them to  safe ly  re inte-
grate  into  society,”  she  said.
       L awmakers  and pol it ica l  obser v-
ers  were  quick to  make their  voices 
heard on Ste in’s  decis ion to  approve 
the  spending package.
       House  Speaker  Dest in  Hal l 
(R-Caldwel l )  ca l led it  the  “best  bud-
get  in  decades .”
      “ There  is  something in  this  bud-
get  for  ever y  North Carol inian,  and 
the  meaningful  investments  we’ve 
made wi l l  del iver  rea l  results  that 
st rengthen our  communit ies ,  put 
more  money back in  people’s  pock-
ets ,  and improve l ives  across  our 
state ,”  Hal l  said  in  a  statement .
       North Carol ina  Democrat ic  Par-
ty  chair  Anderson Clayton applaud-
ed the  Genera l  Assembly  for  f ina l ly 
pass ing a  budget .  Whi le  it  i sn’t  per-
fec t ,  she  said,  i t’s  a  step in  the  r ight 
direc t ion.
      C layton pushed for  addit ion-
a l  investments  in  publ ic  educat ion, 
funding for  behaviora l  and menta l 
hea lthcare,  and   making l i fe  more 
af fordable . 
       “ This  November,  North Car-
ol inians  across  the  state  have  the 
opportunity  to  e lec t  leaders  who wi l l 
champion those  pr ior it ies ,”  Clayton 
said.  “After  a l l ,  i t’s  the  hard working 
people  across  our  state  that  make us 
so  great .

“A dangerous  precedent  that  f l ies  in 
the  ver y  face  of  our  faith  and of  the 
founding promise  of  this  democrac y, 
that  a l l  of  us ,  a l l  of  us  are  created 
equal ,”  Michel le  Obama said.  “ That 
each of  us  is  a  chi ld  of  God with in-
herent  va lue,  and no one,  and I  mean 
no one,  has  the  r ight  to  s it  in  judg-
ment  of  who’s  American enough.”
       ‘American va lues  we can a l l 
share,  regardless  of  par ty ’
Former Pres ident  Obama made the 
event’s  f ina l  speech,  which he  began 
by t racking his  journey f rom work-
ing as  a  community  organizer  on 
Chicago’s  S outh Side  to  meet ing his 
wife ,  s tar t ing his  fami ly  and running 
for  of f ice .
     “ This  is  where  we bought  our 
f i rst  home.  This  is  where  our  k ids 

took their  f i rst  s teps .  This  is  where  I 
launched my candidac y for  the  I l l i -
nois  State  S enate  over  at  the  R amada 
Inn on L ake Shore  Drive,  ser v ing 
pretzels  and soda,  embarking on a 
path that  u lt imately  and improbably 
led to  this  day,”  Obama said.
       Obama ser ved in  the  I l l inois 
State  S enate  f rom 1997 unt i l  h is 
e lec t ion to  the  U.S .  S enate  in  No-
vember  2004.  He ser ved a longside 
fe l low Democrat  S en.  Dick Durbin, 
who was  seated in  the  audience  be-
s ide  Gov.  JB Pr itzker.
       Obama cont inued by paying 
t r ibute  to  America’s  founding 250 
years  ago,  explaining the  hopes  and 
va lues  that  underscore  the  purpose 
of  his  new center  — including a  ca l l 
to  the  next  generat ion to  pick up the 

torch to  defend those  va lues .
       “Out  of  the  f i re  and steel  of  a 
revolut ion,  a  di f ferent  stor y  took 
f l ight ,”  Obama said.  “ That  in  the 
newly  independent  United States , 
there  wi l l  be  no k ings  or  lords ,  no 
ser fs  or  subjects ,  but  only  c it izens , 
each of  us  f ree  to  pursue our  own 
vers ion of  happiness  and able  to  de-
termine our  col lec t ive  fate  through 
an elec ted representat ive  govern-
ment .”
       Obama concluded his  remarks 
by  te l l ing  the  stor y  of  Reverend The-
odore  Parker,  a  19th-centur y  B os-
ton-area  abol it ionist  minister  whose 
famous quote,  “the  arc  of  the  moral 
universe  is  long,  but  it  bends  toward 
just ice ,”  direc t ly  inspired Dr.  Mart in 
Luther  King.

Ob ama Presidentia l  C enter  from p age -  2
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PUBLIC REVIEW 
Draft Regional Impact’s Assignment of 

Local Input Points 
 
The Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
announces the availability of the Draft Regional Impact’s Assignment of 
Local Input Points for public review and comment. 
 
The assignment of local input points for regional roadway and rail 
projects is an important step in communicating the MPO’s priority 
projects for funding consideration in the FY 2028-2037 TIP development 
process. 
 
• The public comment period is open through August 5, 2026.  
• The draft document and associated public input survey are available 

at www.guampo.org.  
• Virtual Public Meeting: July 23 at 12 noon. Register at 

www.guampo.org.  
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will consider the plan for 
adoption at its August 12, 2026 meeting. Additional details will be posted 
on the MPO website. 
 
For more information, to submit comments, or to view the plan, visit 
www.guampo.org, email guampo@greensboro-nc.gov, call (336) 373-
3117, or write to: 
 

Greensboro Urban Area MPO 
Attn: Safety Plan 
P.O. Box 3136 
Greensboro, NC 27402-3136 

 
Anyone in need of auxiliary aids or interpretive services may call (336) 
373-3117. 

 

Housing Connect GSO’s homebuyer down payment and 
closing cost assistance program – referred to as DPA – is 
a source of financial assistance for first-time homebuyers 
purchasing homes within Greensboro city limits. 

You could be eligible to apply for this program! Visit 
www.greensboro-nc.gov/DPA. 
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       When Dudley  High S chool 
opened in  Greensboro,  North Car-
ol ina  in  1929,  Black students  in  the 
c ity  had no other  opt ion for  sec-
ondar y educat ion.  🎓 The school was 
bui lt  at  a  t ime when Greensboro 
maintained a  r ig id ly  segregated 
publ ic  school  system,  which meant 
that  the  qual ity  of  educat ion Black 
students  received depended ent ire-
ly  on what  their  own community 
demanded of  it se l f .  What  Dudley ’s 
community  demanded was  extraor-
dinar y.
       The school  developed a  rep-
utat ion that  extended far  beyond 
Greensboro’s  c ity  l imits .  Its  grad-
uates  went  on to  North Carol ina 
A&T,  to  HB CUs across  the  S outh, 

and to  careers  in  medicine,  law, 
educat ion,  and publ ic  ser vice.  The 
faculty  included teachers  who held 
advanced degrees  and who chose  to 
teach at  Dudley  because  they be-
l ieved in  what  it  represented.  This 
was  not  unusual  in  the  era  of  seg-
regat ion,  which produced a  painful 
i rony :  the  lega l  exclusion of  Black 
profess ionals  f rom white  inst itu-
t ions  concentrated extraordinar y 
ta lent  in  schools  l ike  Dudley,  g iv ing 
students  access  to  educators  who in 
a  di f ferent  system might  never  have 
been in  a  c lassroom.
       Desegregat ion changed the 
school’s  role  in  the  community,  but 
Dudley  High sur vived where  many 
comparable  inst itut ions  closed or 

were  absorbed into  other  schools .  🏆 
It  remained a  comprehensive  high 
school  and cont inued producing 
graduates  who went  on to  dist in-
guished careers .  The school’s  ath-
let ic  programs became regional ly 
prominent ,  i t s  a lumni  network re-
mained t ight ,  and the  ident ity  the 
school  had bui lt  dur ing segregat ion 
proved durable  enough to  carr y 
through to  the  present .  Dudley  High 
S chool  is  s t i l l  open,  st i l l  in  Greens-
boro,  and st i l l  a  source  of  s igni f i -
cant  community  pr ide.  It  has  been 
operat ing cont inuously  for  nearly  a 
centur y.  S ome inst itut ions  out last 
the  condit ions  that  created them 
and become something greater.

by NC Backstor y

       Shaw Univers ity  has  received 
approval  to  of fer  doctora l  degrees 
and is  launching the  nat ion’s  f i rst 
HB CU-based Doctor  of  Educat ion 
(EdD) in  Art i f ic ia l  Intel l igence 
and Moral  Agenc y. 
       As  #AI cont inues  to  shape 
hea lthcare,  educat ion,  hir ing , 
publ ic  pol ic y,  and more,  Shaw is 
prepar ing leaders  to  ensure  in-
novat ion is  guided by ethics ,  ac-
countabi l ity,  and human dignity. 
This  groundbreaking program wi l l 
welcome its  f i rst  cohort  in  Spr ing 
2027.
       This  is  what  HB CU excel lence 
looks  l ike :  leading conversat ions 
that  wi l l  def ine  the  future. 
       C ongratulat ions  to  Shaw Uni-
vers ity  on this  histor ic  mi lestone.

#UNCF #ShawUnivers ity  #HB CU-
Excel lence 
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Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 
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 Supreme C our t  Justice  Amy C one y Barrett  has  two Black chi ldren, 
Viv ian and John Peter,  w hom she and her  husb and,  Jess e,  adopte d 
from Haiti .  To day,  she  a l igne d w ith the  cons er vative  sup ermajority 
to  p ermit  the  White  Hous e felon to  re voke prote cte d status  for  Hai-
tians  legal ly  residing in  the  U.S. ,  e ven as  the  countr y  remains  un-
stable.  This  is  w hy I  general ly  opp os e  transracia l  and international 
adoption.  Such c as es  are  quite  common.  Not  a  sur pris e,  marr y ing 
s ome one or  adopting chi ldren from a  dif ferent  race  do es  not  mean 
he  of  she  is  not  re cist . 

Fe deral  res earchers  identif ie d 16 land-grant  HB-
CUs that  have  b e en systematic al ly  underfunde d 
by their  resp e ctive  states .  Together,  thes e  institu-
tions  are  owe d more than $13 bi l l ion in  funding 
that  was  legal ly  promis e d but  ne ver  del ivere d.
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Panther  C ons olidate d co ok out  comes to  a  c los e!
Photos  by  Howard G aither
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       Despite  the  Trump administra-
t ion’s  crackdown on corporate  di-
vers ity,  equity,  and inclusion (DEI) 
programs,  a  new report  suggests 
that  workplace  inclusion ef for ts  are 
far  f rom disappear ing .
       According to  a  study released 
in  May by Cata lyst  and New York 
Univers ity  S chool  of  L aw’s  Melt-
zer  C enter  for  Divers ity,  Inclusion, 
and B elonging,  80% of  U.S .  or-
ganizat ions  remain committed to 
workplace  inclusion despite  grow-
ing lega l  and pol it ica l  pressure 
surrounding DEI init iat ives .  The 
repor t ,  t i t led  “A New Path to  Inclu-
s ion:  How to  O vercome Legal  and 
Cultura l  C onstraints  on Bui lding 
Fair  Workplaces ,”  sur veyed more 
than 2 ,000 employees  and leaders 
and found that  many companies  st i l l 
va lue  and implement  DEI.
      The f indings  arr ive  as  many 
corporat ions  face  increased scrut iny 
fol lowing Pres ident  Donald Trump’s 
execut ive  ac t ions  target ing DEI 
programs and the  cont inued fa l lout 
f rom the  Supreme C ourt’s  2023 af-
f i rmat ive  ac t ion ru l ing in  Students 
for  Fair  Admiss ions  v.  Har vard.
       “Despite  a  high-r isk  lega l  en-
vironment ,  our  research shows that 
DEI is  not  dying—it  is  evolv ing ,” 
said  Joy  Ohm, v ice  pres ident  at  Cat-
a lyst ,  in  a  press  re lease.  “We see  a 

major ity  of  organizat ions  adjust ing 
their  st rateg ies ,  so  this  is  a  stor y  of 
adaptat ion,  not  a  broad rol lback.”
       The repor t  found that  77% of 
organizat ions  have  a ltered their 
DEI investments  over  the  past  three 
years .  However,  those  changes  have 
not  been uniform.  Among feder-
a l  contractors ,  who are  subject  to 
heightened government  overs ight , 
51% reported reducing their  in-
clus ion ef for ts ,  whi le  only  32% 
increased them.  In contrast ,  52% 
of  organizat ions  that  are  not  feder-
a l  contractors  repor ted increas ing 
their  inclusion ef for ts ,  compared 
with just  20% that  repor ted decreas-
es .
      “Even in  the  face  of  a  concer ted 
assault  on the  va lues  of  inclusion 
and fairness ,  many organizat ions 
remain deeply  committed to  this 
work,”  Ohm added.
       David Glasgow,  the  execut ive 
direc tor  of  the  Meltzer  C enter,  said 
the  data  i l lustrates  how companies 
are  adapt ing based on their  lega l 
exposure  rather  than abandoning 
inclusion a ltogether.
      “It’s  been extremely  cha l leng-
ing for  organizat ions  of  a l l  k inds  to 
navigate  the  lega l  environment  for 
DEI work over  the  past  few years ,” 
Glasgow said.  “Yet  we are  seeing 
companies  adopt  nuanced approach-

es  to  inclusion based on their  spe-
ci f ic  r isk  exposure.”
      The repor t  a lso  suggests  that 
many companies  are  rebranding 
or  ref raming DEI ef for ts  around 
broader  concepts  such as  workplace 
fairness ,  belonging,  and opportunity 
whi le  cont inuing to  pursue inclu-
s ion goals  internal ly.  Researchers 
argue that  the  shi f t  ref lec ts  a  chang-
ing landscape rather  than the  end of 
corporate  divers ity  e f for ts .
       Whi le  companies  may be 
changing the  language surrounding 
DEI,  the  demand for  fair  and inclu-
s ive  workplaces  remains  f i rmly  in 
place.
       “What  organizat ions  say  publ ic-
ly  about  their  inclusion init iat ives 
doesn’t  a lways  te l l  the  fu l l  s tor y,” 
said  Christ ina  Thomas,  who ser ves 
as  projec t  direc tor  at  the  Meltzer 
C enter.
       “Organizat ions  are  responding 
to  rea l  lega l  and pol it ica l  pressure 
by  changing their  language and pub-
l ic  posture.  But  the  internal  work is 
harder  to  undo,”  Thomas added.  “It’s 
embedded in  people,  processes ,  and 
culture  in  ways  that  don’t  shi f t  as 
quick ly  as  a  publ ic  statement .  These 
f indings  indicate  that  the  rea l ity 
ins ide  organizat ions  is  more  com-
pl icated than the  headl ines  suggest , 
and that  matters  for  understanding 

DEI Isn’t  Dead:  Ne w Res earch Finds  Most  C omp anies 
Sti l l  Back Workplace  Inclusion
Whi le  comp anies  may b e  changing the  language surrounding DEI,  the  demand for  fair  and 
inclusive  workplaces  remains  f irmly in  place.

by S elena Hi l l
June 22,  2026

15          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

        Put  Your Business  In The Stre et ,  L o ok Out  For  Your B ottom L ine        Put  Your Business  In The Stre et ,  L o ok Out  For  Your B ottom L ine
                             Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times                             Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times
                                             (336)  254-8725                                             (336)  254-8725

03-31-25



16          THE GREENSBORO TIMES16          THE GREENSBORO TIMES


