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Malcolm X vs. Martin Luther King: 
rivalry that supercharged the Civil 
Rights movement

p age,  8  -  Nob el  Peace  Priz e  >

Mar tin and Malcolm,  p age -4

       They didn’t  hold high 
publ ic  of f ice ,  they  didn’t 
f ight  wars  and they didn’t 
possess  vast  wealth  and 
r iches .  Yet ,  Dr  Mart in  Lu-

ther  King Jr  and Malcolm 
X st i l l  managed to  become 
two of  the  most  iconic  f ig-
ures  of  the  20th centur y.
       R is ing to  prominence 

at  the  height  of  the  Civi l 
Rights  movement  in  the 
1960s ,  each became equal-
ly  revered and revi led 
by di f ferent  par ts  of  the 

The two leaders  had radic al ly  opp osing but  imp or tant  appro aches  to  the  f ig ht  for 
e quality,  r ig hts  and justice  for  Black Americ ans By Jonathan G ordon

88.5  WFDD -  Public  R adio For  The Pie dmont |  By Amy Diaz
Publishe d Januar y 8,  2026 at  9 :42 PM EST

Tr ump continues  to 
fume over  Ob ama 
w inning the  Nob el 
Priz e  as  organization 
reminds him award 
c an’t  b e  transferre d

Ob ama b e c ame the  third sitt ing 
U.S.  president  to  re ceive  the 
award,  joining Wo o drow Wi ls on 
and The o dore Ro os e velt

By Brandon C aldwel l ,  Jan.  10,  2026

       Pres ident  Donald Trump 
st i l l  has  a  gr ipe  over  former 
Pres ident  Barack Obama win-
ning the  Nobel  Peace  Pr ize.
       Dur ing a  meet ing with 
oi l  and gas  execut ives  regard-
ing Venezuela’s  oi l  reser ves  on 
Fr iday ( Jan.  9) ,  Trump turned 
his  attent ion back to  the  cov-
eted award

Hundre ds  in  Gre ensb oro protest  ICE sho oting in  Minneap olis ,  p age -8

       Hundreds  of  protest-
ers  ra l l ied  in  Greensboro 
on Thursday evening af ter 
an Immigrat ion and Cus-
toms Enforcement  of f icer 

k i l led  a  woman in  Minne-
apol is .
       Dr ivers  a long Market 
Street  honked their  horns 
in  support  of  protesters 

holding s igns  l ike  “Fight 
ICE” and “Just ice  for  Re-
nee  Nicole  Good.”
       Good was  k i l led 
Wednesday af ter  an ICE 

1          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

T H E G R E E N S B O R O T I M E ST H E G R E E N S B O R O T I M E S

The African American Voice - “Setting the Record Straight”

www.greensborotimesnews.com ©Copyright 2026
The Greensboro Times

Hundre ds  protest  in  Gre ensb oro fol low-
ing fata l  ICE sho oting in  Minneap olis



2          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

Why ICE Fatal ly  Sho oting a 
White  Woman Wi l l  Make Al l  the 
Difference  In the  World
OPINION: Rene e Nicole  G o o d is  not  the  f irst  p ers on an ICE agent  has  k i l le d. 
But  it’s  the  f irst  that’s  garnering col le ctive  outrage…for one reas on.

       Renee Nicole  Good — a  young 
white ,  convent ional ly  att ract ive 
woman and mother  — was  shot  to 
death by an ICE agent  in  her  car  on 
a  st reet  in  Minneapol is ,  a  major  U.S . 
c ity  with  a  major ity  white  popula-
t ion.  The t ragedy is  too common, 
but  the  opt ics  are  much di f ferent 
than what  the  publ ic  is  accustomed 
to  when they think of  ICE or  pol ice 
v ic t ims.
More important ly,  the  v ic t im here 
was  a  member  of  America’s  most 
protected demographic ;  the  one that 
it  has  histor ica l ly  st r ived to  keep 
safe  — of ten to  the  detr iment  of 
Black folks .  S o is  Wednesday’s  shoot-
ing the  turning point  in  which even 
ICE apologists  s tar t  turning their 
col lec t ive  back on Pres ident  Donald 
Trump’s  t i re less  t i rade on undocu-
mented immigrants?
       What  happened to  Good is 
shocking,  horr i f ic  and utter ly  mad-
dening.  But  it’s  a lso  te l l ing  that  a l l 
the  other  big  headl ines  of  the  week 
— par t icular ly  the  raid  to  capture 
Venezuelan Pres ident  Nicolás  Madu-
ro and ever ything Trump has  up his 
s leeve  fol lowing that  — have been 
swept  as ide  as  focus  turned to  Good. 
Her  t rag ic  death has  been v iewed 
now f rom count less  angles  and dis-
cussed by breathless  T V ta lk ing 
heads  endless ly.
       It  doesn’t  take  heightened sens-
es  to  feel  the  nat ion’s  col lec t ive 
shock and outrage.  It  a lways  happens 
whenever  a  young white  woman is 
k i l led  — or  even disappears  for  a 

whi le .
      Take Nata lee  Hol loway :  Her  dis-
appearance in  2005 sparked ‘round-
the-clock coverage  and even a  Net-
f l ix  movie.  The saturat ion coverage 
of  Gabby Pet ito’s  murder  by  her 
f iancé  in  2021 was  another  moment 
of  col lec t ive  shock and revuls ion. 
And,  of  course,  there  was  E l izabeth 
Smart ,  who at  14  was  k idnapped and 
sur vived nine  months  in  capt iv ity  in 
2002.  In  a  pre-socia l  media  ze itgeist , 
Smart’s  disappearance dominated the 
news c ycle .

       We could spend pages  ratt l ing 
of f  the  Black and brown deaths  and 
disappearances  that  garnered no-
where  near  the  same degree  of  atten-
t ion as  any of  these  women have.
      ICE agents  were  dispatched to 
Minnesota ,  despite  pleas  f rom Gov. 
Tim Walz  and Minneapol is  Mayor 
Jacob Frey  that  the  deployment  was 
unnecessar y  and dangerous .  That 

br ings  us  to  Wednesday,  when an 
ICE agent  shot  Good to  death in  her 
own vehicle .  Good is  not  the  f i rst 
person to  die  dur ing an ICE deploy-
ment :  New York Times  repor ted that 
Good’s  death is  the  ninth shoot ing 
by ICE just  s ince  S eptember.
      Not  one of  those  shoot ings  has 
generated the  attent ion and outrage 
that  has  accompanied Good’s  k i l l ing . 
S evera l  of  the  others  shot  by  ICE 
were  Hispanic .
      Trump administrat ion of f ic ia ls 
have  said  each of  the  shoot ings  were 
just i f ied.  Homeland S ecur ity  S ecre-
tar y  Kr ist i  Noem accused Good of 
domest ic  terror ism even as  v ideo of 
her  t r y ing to  dr ive  away f rom ICE 
agents  hit  the  nat ional  air waves .
      This  is  the  type of  blame-shi f t ing 
that  the  government  — and society  at 
large  — typica l ly  reser ves  for  Black 
folks .  Even i f  we are  the  “per fec t  v ic-
t im,”  they ’ l l  f ind some wigg le  room 
to blame us  for  our  demise.
       But  Good’s  death feels  di f ferent . 
ICE is  ostensibly  des igned for  the 
“protect ion” of  American c it izens . 
But  it  just  c laimed the  l i fe  of  the 
most  precious  of  that  demograph-
ic  — at  least  in  percept ion.  Now,  the 
vei l  i s  l i f ted and the  paradigm has 
shi f ted.
      Good was  not  undocumented. 
She was  not  an immigrant .  She  was 
not  Black or  brown.  There  wi l l  be 
those  who ask themselves  — perhaps 
for  the  f i rst  t ime — a  s imple  ques-
t ion:  If  i t  could happen to  her,  could 
it  happen to  me?

by Wayne Washington
Published January 8
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FAITH
IS TAKING THE FIRST STEP, EVEN WHEN 
YOU DON’T SEE THE WHOLE STAIRCASE.

– Martin Luther King, Jr. 

ALL ARE INVITED TO THIS COMPLIMENTARY CELEBRATION

HigH Point’s University

High Point, North Carolina  |  www.highpoint.edu/mlkday

OUR CITY. OUR UNIVERSITY.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SERVICE
Monday, January 19, 2026

WORSHIP SERVICE
10:30 am

HPU Charles E. Hayworth Memorial Chapel

Guest Speaker: 
Bishop Claude Richard Alexander, Jr.
Senior Pastor, The Park Church, Charlotte, NC

Music provided by HPU Genesis Gospel Choir, 
Collision Worship Band, and HPU Chapel Choir.

Shuttle service provided
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Malcom X vs .  Mar tin Luther  King from p age -1
United States .
       B oth would u lt imately  come to 
be  the  de  fac to  leader  of  their  groups 
and each would meet  an unt imely  and 
v iolent  end at  the  hands  of  assai lants 
whose  ident it ies  and mot ives  cont in-
ue to  be  hot ly  debated.
       In  Dr King’s  role  as  f i rst  pres i-
dent  of  the  S outhern Christ ian Lead-
ership C onference  and Malcolm X’s 
posit ion as  a  minister  and leading 
nat ional  spokesperson for  the  Nat ion 
of  Is lam (NOI) ,  these  two men of ten 
appeared to  of fer  two conf l ic t ing ar-
guments  and approaches  to  the  cha l-
lenge of  achieving racia l  just ice  and 
equal ity  in  America .
       What’s  more,  each existed in  the 
publ ic  eye  to  a  far  greater  and wider 
extent  than any of  their  contempo-
rar ies  f ight ing for  Afr ican American 
r ights  and representat ion,  and as  a 
result  each has  developed their  own 
legend.
       To discover  more about  the  l ives 
of  these  two men,  as  wel l  as  what 
l inked or  div ided them Al l  About 
Histor y  magazine  spoke with Dr Pe-
niel  E  Joseph,  an author,  scholar  and 
publ ic  speaker  who holds  a  joint  pro-
fessorship at  the  LBJ  S chool  of  Publ ic 
Af fairs  and the  Histor y  Depar tment 
in  the  C ol lege  of  L ibera l  Arts  at  The 
Univers ity  of  Texas  at  Aust in .
       “ The mytholog y around both 
men f rames them as  opposites ,”  he 
explains .  “It  f rames Malcolm as  Dr 
King’s  ev i l  twin.  It  f rames Dr King as 
this  saint  who would just  g ive  ever y-
body a  hug i f  he  was  a l ive  r ight  now 
and that  rea l ly  takes  away f rom un-
derstanding the  depth and breadth of 
their  pol it ica l  power,  their  pol it ica l 
radica l ism and their  evolut ion over 
t ime.”

Early  years  of  Malcolm X and Mart in 
Luther  King Jr

       F irst  le t’s  consider  where  each 
man came f rom and how that  might 
have  informed his  world  v iew.
       “Mart in  Luther  King Jr  i s  raised 
in  an upper-middle  c lass ,  e l ite  house-
hold in  At lanta ,  Georgia ,”  Joseph 
te l ls  us .  “His  father  is  a  preacher, 
his  mother  is  present  in  his  l i fe  and 
it’s  a  ver y  comfortable  upbr inging. 
Malcolm X is  raised in  Omaha and in 
L ansing ,  Michigan on farms,  so  he’s  a 
countr y  boy.
       “His  father  is  murdered by white 
supremacists  when he’s  s ix  years  old 
and his  mother  is  put  in  a  psychiatr ic 
fac i l i ty,  so  he’s  a  foster  chi ld  by  the 
t ime he’s  in  e lementar y  school .
“ Then he  becomes a  hust ler  in  B os-
ton and Harlem as  a  teenager  and he’s 
f ina l ly  arrested for  thef t  and spends 

seven years  in  pr ison,”  Joseph con-
t inues .  “When Malcolm is  in  pr ison, 
Dr King is  at  Morehouse  C ol lege,  the 
most  prest ig ious ,  histor ica l ly  Black, 
a l l -men’s  col lege  that  you could go to 
then or  now.
       “He goes  and gets  a  theologica l 
degree  at  seminar y  school  –  Croz-
er  Theologica l  S eminar y  in  Chester, 
Pennsy lvania  –  and then gets  a  PhD 
at  B oston Univers ity.”

       The strong rel ig ious  upbr inging 
of  King clearly  had a  massive  inf lu-
ence  on his  l i fe ,  becoming a  preacher 
himsel f  as  wel l  as  a  pol it ica l  ac t iv ist 
and integrat ing his  faith  deep into 
his  speeches .  Meanwhi le ,  Malcolm’s 
tough upbr inging and the  t ragedies 
he  endured help  to  explain the  r igh-
teous  anger  and pain he  expressed as 
a  minister  for  the  NOI.
       However,  Joseph does  point  out 
one cur ious  s imi lar ity  in  their  up-
br inging:  “ They’re  both impacted 
by the  movie  Gone With The Wind 
(1939) .  It  premieres  in  At lanta  when 
Dr King is  ten years  old.  Malcolm is 
14  years  old  and sees  that  movie  in 
Mason,  Michigan,  and ta lks  about 
squirming in  the  movie  theatre  at  a l l 
the  racia l  s tereotypes  that  the  movie’s 
f i l led  with.
       “It’s  f i l led  with Black women 
who are  ser vants  who are  gett ing 
s lapped in  the  face  by  white  women 
who are  masters ,  and it’s  this  se-
pia-toned,  nosta lg ic  v is ion of  racia l 
s laver y.  S o that’s  s imi lar.”
       It  was  dur ing his  t ime in  pr is-
on that  the  then-Malcolm Litt le 
was  introduced to  Is lam by some of 
his  s ibl ings  and he  joined the  NOI. 
Its  leader  E l i jah Muhammad took a 
personal  interest  in  him,  with  le tters 
being sent  between them,  before  he 
was  re leased in  1952.

      He abandoned his  ‘s lave  name’  of 
L itt le  and became Malcolm X,  a  min-
ister  in  the  NOI advocat ing for  Black 
separat ism (which was  the  pol ic y  of 
the  organisat ion) ,  f i rst  in  Chicago 
and later  in  Harlem,  New York,  which 
would become his  base  for  years  to 
come.

Two radica l ly  di f ferent  approaches

       The format ive  years  of  each 
man’s  l i fe  are  u lt imately  what  f rames 
them as  polar ised voices  in  a  s im-
i lar  st ruggle .  “Malcolm X is  rea l ly 
Black America’s  prosecut ing attor-
ney and he  is  going to  be  charging 
white  America  with a  ser ies  of  cr imes 
against  Black humanity,”  explains 
Joseph.
      “I  argue in  ‘ The Sword And The 
Shield’  (Basic  B ooks ,  2020)  that  in  a 
way his  l i fe’s  work boi ls  down to  rad-
ica l  Black dignity,  and what  he  means 
by  Black dignity  is  rea l ly  Black peo-
ple  having the  pol it ica l  se l f -determi-
nat ion to  decide  their  own pol it ica l 
futures  and fates .

      “ They def ine  racism and they 
def ine  ant i-racism and what  socia l 
just ice  looks  l ike  for  themselves .  It’s 
connected to  the  United States ,  but 
g lobal ly  it’s  a lso  connected to  Afr i-

Mar tin Luther  King jr.  and his  p arents , 
s i lbl ingand grandmother

Malcom X (then Malcom L itt le)  as  a 
young b oy

Mar tin Luther  King.  Jr. ,  March on 
Washington

MalcolmX vs.  Mar tin Luther  King -  p age 5  >
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Malcom X vs .  Mar tin Luther  King,  Jr. ,  f rom p age -  4  >

       B efore  the  poet , 
there  was  the  archi-
tec t .
       Afeni  Shakur  was 
a  pol it ica l  organizer, 
a  member  of  the  Black 
Panther  Par ty,  and a 
woman who bel ieved 
that  language,  knowl-
edge,  and pol it ica l 
awareness  were  tools 
of  sur viva l .  Ins ide 
Panther  culture,  ed-
ucat ion was  not  op-
t ional .  Understand-
ing power  required 
reading,  disc ipl ine, 
and awareness  of  how 
systems actua l ly  func-
t ioned.
       In  inter views, 
Tupac Shakur  himsel f 
said  that  his  moth-
er  made him and his 
s ister  read constant ly. 
He spoke about  being 

pushed to  read the 
dic t ionar y,  enc yclope-
dias ,  newspapers ,  and 
to  stay  aware  of  pol i-
t ics  and world  events . 
Not  as  punishment , 
but  as  preparat ion.
        In  the  late  1960s ,         
Afeni  was  par t  of  the 
Panther  21,  charged 
in  a  sweeping federa l 
case  meant  to  dis-
mant le  Black radica l 
leadership.  Pregnant 
at  the  t ime,  she  stud-
ied law on her  own, 
represented hersel f  in 
court ,  and was  acquit-
ted on a l l  charges .
Afeni  wrote  poetr y 
before  her  son ever 
did.  Her  work cen-
tered on sur viva l , 
injust ice ,  love,  and 
sel f -determinat ion. 
She bel ieved words 

mattered because  un-
derstanding systems 
mattered.
       Tupac didn’t 
invent  his  conscious-
ness .  He inher ited a 
f ramework.
He turned pol it ica l 
l i terac y  into  rhythm.
He translated study 
into  ar t .
As  he  said  himsel f ,
“I  got  my game f rom a 
woman.”
That  woman was  Afeni 
Shakur.
Legac y is  not  just 
what  is  spoken.
It  i s  what  is  s tud-
ied,  understood,  and 
passed down.
#afenishakur 
#tupacshakur  #Dear-
Mamma

can decolonisat ion,  Afr ican inde-
pendence,  Third World indepen-
dence,  Middle  East  pol it ics ,  a l l  of 
i t .”
       R adica l  Black dignity  is  a lso, 
important ly,  about  bui lding up a 
Black cultura l  ident ity  that  is  in-
dependent  of  white  America  and 
bui lding sel f -worth,  which is  a  big 
par t  of  where  ideas  l ike  Black Power 
would later  come f rom.  King natu-
ra l ly  comes to  things  f rom a  di f fer-
ent  direc t ion.
       “Mart in  Luther  King Jr  i s  rea l ly 
the  defence  attorney,”  says  Joseph. 
“He defends  Black l ives  to  white 
people  and white  l ives  to  Black 
people.  He’s  rea l ly  advocat ing for 
radica l  Black c it izenship and his 
not ion of  c it izenship is  going to  get 
more  expansive  over  t ime;  i t’s  going 
to  be  more than just  vot ing r ights 
and ending segregat ion.  It’s  going to 
become about  ending pover ty,  food 
just ice ,  hea lth  care,  a  l iv ing wage, 
universa l  bas ic  income for  ever y-
one.”
       S o  radica l  Black c it izenship is 
about  outward express ion,  about 
Afr ican Americans  having an impact 
on the  socia l  systems that  are  in 
place,  becoming engaged and de-
manding to  be  heard.
       These  two approaches ,  one that 
bui lds  personal  ident ity  and another 
that  looks  to  express  that  ident ity 
and have  it  recognised by a  system 
that’s  set  up to  ignore  Black voices , 
seem more complementar y  than ad-
versar ia l  when we look at  them f rom 
a  s l ight  remove.
       “ Their  di f ferences  rea l ly  be-
come di f ferences  of  tac t ics  rather 
than goals ,”  says  Joseph.  “ They’re 
both going to  come to  see  that  you 

need dignity  and c it izenship and 
those  goa ls  are  going to  converge 
over  t ime,  but  it’s  the  tac t ics  and 
how we get  to  those  goa ls .”
       Famously,  Malcolm X and Mar-
t in  Luther  King Jr  did  not  a lways  see 
eye  to  eye.  Malcolm X in  par t icular 
took aim at  King and the  S outhern 
Christ ian Leadership C onference  on 
mult iple  occas ions  ( l ikely  because 
he  was  a  high-prof i le  target  and 
Malcolm was  nothing i f  not  media 
savvy) .
       Malcolm regularly  referred to 
King as  an ‘Uncle  Tom’,  implying 
that  his  nonviolent  st rateg y was 
e ither  too accommodat ing to  white 
America  or  even saying he  was  being 
subsidised by white  America  to  keep 
Afr ican Americans  defenceless .
       King for  his  par t  warned,  “Fi-
er y,  demagogic  orator y  in  the  Black 
ghettos ,  urg ing Negroes  to  arm 
themselves  and prepare  to  engage in 
v iolence,  as  [Malcolm X]  has  done, 
can reap nothing but  gr ief .”
       And yet  despite  the  animosi-
ty  between the  two men publ ic ly, 
Malcolm X cont inual ly  attempted to 
reach out  to  King over  the  years .  He 
sent  ar t ic les  and NOI reading ma-
ter ia ls  and invited him to  speeches 
and meet ings .
       On Ju ly  31,  1963,  Malcolm X 
even publ ic ly  ca l led for  unity.  “If 
capita l ist ic  Kennedy and commu-
nist ic  Khrushchev can f ind some-
thing in  common on which to  form 
a  United Front  despite  their  t re-
mendous ideologica l  di f ferences ,  i t 
i s  a  disgrace  for  Negro leaders  not 
to  be  able  to  submerge our  ‘minor’ 
di f ferences  in  order  to  seek a  com-
mon solut ion to  a  common problem 
posed by a  C ommon Enemy,”  he 

wrote,  invit ing Civi l  Rights  leaders 
to  join him in Harlem to  speak at  a 
ra l ly.
       But  they did  not  attend,  per-
haps  because  shor t ly  af ter  they 
would be  attending the  March on 
Washington and they were  deep 
in  planning.  The s l ight  was  taken, 
though,  with  Malcolm dismiss ing 
the  August  1963 event  the  ‘Farce  on 
Washington’.
       Despite  the  rhetor ic ,  Joseph 
thinks  Malcolm was  st i l l  learning 
much f rom King’s  ac t iv it ies .  “Dr 
King is  the  person who helps  mobi l-
ise  Birmingham,  Alabama,  in  1963 
and King is  going to  be  facing Ger-
man Shepherds  and f ire  hoses  and 
it’s  going to  be  a  big ,  g lobal  media 
spectacle ,”  he  says .
       “King writes  his  famous ‘Letter 
From Birmingham Jai l’  dur ing that 
per iod.  Malcolm is  in  Washington 
D C for  most  of  that  spr ing as  tem-
porar y  head of  Mosque No.  4  there 
and he’s  rea l ly  going to  be  inf lu-
enced by King’s  mobi l isat ions  –  his 
abi l ity  to  mobi l ise  large  numbers  of 
people  –  even as  he’s  cr it ica l  of  King 
because  of  the  nonviolence  and the 
fac t  that  so  many kids  and women 
are  being bruta l ised.”

Malcolm X and Mart in  Luther  King 
meet

       The rea l ly  big  shi f t  in  world 
v iew for  Malcolm X came in  1964 as 
he  gradual ly  broke away f rom El i jah 
Muhammad (who was  mired in  a l le-
gat ions  of  extramarita l  af fairs)  and 
the  NOI and sought  to  def ine  his 
own path for ward.
       “By 1964 in  ‘ The Bal lot  Or The 
Bul let’  speech,  you see  Malcolm X 

Mar tin Luther  King vs .  Malcolm X p age 9
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Hel lo  G-Times,  you k now,  the  most  conversation of  p e ople  here  in  Gre ensb oro 
and throug hout  Americ a  is  ICE.  Pe ople  ta l k ing ab out  ICE immigration dep or ta-
tion  inhuman v iolent  tactics  in  c arr y ing out  their  pickup and detain i l legal  un-
do cumente d immigrants .  But  there  is  s omething w rong w ith their  appro ach and 
fo cus.  It’s  not  fair  or  e qual .  It  is  obv ious  the y are  s ele ctively  targeting p e ople  of 
color.  Brow n and Black p e ople.  Sp e cif ic a l ly,  Hisp anics .  Where  are  the  w hite  fol k 
i l legals .  The mass  dep or tation of  immigrants  is  a  racist  purge of  Black and His-
p anic  communities ,  nationw ide.  Ne w York,  C hic ago and other  major  cit ies  have 
w hite  undo cumente d i l legal  immigrants ,  Data  from the government  for  the  last 
year  show practic al ly  no raids  or  aggressive  immigration enforcement  of  thes e 
w hite  immigrant  communities .  As  a  matter  of  fact ,  the  opp osite  has  o ccurre d. 
White  S outh Afric ans  have  b e en encourage d in  mass  to  immigrate  to  Americ a  and 
w hen the y have  done s o  the y sk ip the  l ine  ahead of  immigrants  of  color  and are 
fast  tracke d to  Americ an citiz enship.  Our immigration p olic y  in  action is  only 
w hite  foreign b orn ne e d to  apply.

G o o d morning,  I ’m bracing mys elf  to  s e e  i f  my prop er ty  tax  reappraisal  w i l l 
c aus e  my prop er ty  tax  to  increas e  this  year.  I  hop e the  cost  w i l l  remain the  same, 
no increas e.  The Gui lford C ounty Tax Dep ar tment  prop er ty  tax  reappraisal 
makes  me ner vous e ver y  t ime it  happ ens.  The Gui lford C ounty Tax Dep ar tment  is 
planning Tax Reappraisal  E duc ational  me etings  later  this  month.  I  plan to  attend 
and sp eak to  a  staf f  memb er ab out  tax  exemptions.  I  think I  w i l l  b e  el ig ible  for 
an exemption.  I  ne ver  thoug ht  ab out  that  p ossibi l ity  in  the  p ast .  I  want  k now un-
ti l  I  ask  and neither  w i l l  your readers……”

Hel lo,  wou ldn’t  you k now it?  We have pretty  much taken control  of  Venezuela.  An 
Americ an blo ck ade of  the  countr y.  Nothing go in  and nothing comes out .  Ameri-
c a  k idnapp e d the  countr y ’s  president ,  Nicolis  Manduro,  and w hat’s  crazy,  Tr ump 
has  said  he’s  going to  r un the  countr y,  s o  I  guess  Venezuelan has  lost  one dictator 
for  a  dictator  want-na-b e.  At  the  end of  the  day its  not  ab out  dr ugs  or  Manduro 
b eing a  dictator.  Its  a l l  ab out  the  oi l .  The USA is  going to  l iteral ly  take  the  Ven-
ezuela’s  p e oples  oi l  res ources  and ship it  to  US oi l  comp anies .  Hig hway robb er y 
inter tw ine d w ith incomp etence.  Oi l  as  a  energ y s ource  is  b e coming obs olete  and 
has  no future.  We have idiots  r unning the  countr y.

What  up G-Times,  question.  What  is  the  def inition of  domestic  terrorist?  Is  the 
def inition of  domestic  terrorist  a  p ar ticip ant  in  the  Januar y 6,  2026 insurre ction? 
Is  i t?  I ’d  l i ke  to  k now b e c aus e  I ’m confus e d.  L aw enforcement  def ines  domestic 
terrorism as  v iolent  criminal  acts  or  threats  against  a  countr y ’s  c iv i l ian p opu la-
tion or  government  by  an indiv idual  or  group op erating in  the  same countr y  and 
w ithout  foreign dire ction w ith the  go al  of  fur thering p olitic a l ,  s o cia l  or  ide ologi-
c al  obje ctives .   Is  a  domestic  terrorist  e l ig ible  for  a  p ardon? App arently  s o,  i f  you 
are  the  leader  of  the  terrorist  group.  Only  in  to day ’s  Americ a.
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To day is  a  ne w day.  You w i l l  get  out  of  it  just  w hat  you put  into it . . . If  you have 
made mistakes,  e ven s erious  mistakes:  there  is  a lways  another  chance for  you. 
And supp osing you have tr ie d and fai le d again and again,  you may have a  fresh 
star t  any moment you cho os e,  for  this  thing that  we c al l  fai lure  c an b e  a  learning 
exp erience  that  u ltimately  lead to  success .  Work hard,  stay  fo cus,  b e  p ositive  and 
stay  the  cours e.  Success  come to  thos e  w ho are  p atient  and p ers e vere.

Hel lo,  i ts  ab out  midnig ht ,  and i  a lone.Now I  lay  me dow n to  s le ep,  I  pray for  a 
man w ho’s  not  a  cre ep.  One w ho’s  hands ome,  smar t  and strong,  Who’s  not  afraid 
to  admit  w hen he  is  w rong.  One w ho thinks  b efore  he  sp eaks.  When he promis es 
to  c a l l ,  he  do esn’t  wait  s ix  we eks.  I  pray that  he  is  gainfu l ly  employe d,  Won’t  los e 
his  co ol  w hen he’s  annoye d.  This  is  a  man I  c an ke ep,  now I  think I  c an pray and 
sle ep.
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Publisher’s View

       Mart in  Luther  King earn the 
t it le  Pr ince  of  Peace  not  through 
symbol ism but  through symbol ism 
but  through disc ipl ine.  In  an era 
def ined by lynching,  bombings ,  as-
sass inat ions ,  and state  repress ion, 
King ins isted on nonviolence—not  as 
pass iv ity,  but  as  mora l  warfare.  He 
understood that  peace  was  not  the 
absence  of  tension,  but  the  presence 
of  just ice .
       King’s  v is ion was  expansive  and 
dangerous  to  power.  He opposed 
segregat ion,  mi l itar ism,  and econom-
ic  exploitat ion as  par ts  of  a  s ing le 
ev i l  system.  He chal lenged the  Unit-
ed States  to  l ive  up to  its  professed 
idea ls ,  even as  those  idea ls  were  used 
to  exclude Afr ican Americans .  His 
pol it ics  sought  reconci l iat ion with-
out  surrender,  t ruth without  revenge, 
and transformat ion without  dehu-
manizat ion.
       King spoke the  language of  love, 
but  he  organized confrontat ion.  He 
reduced v iolence  by  refusing to  mir-
ror  it .  His  leadership de-esca lated 
hatred and expanded democrac y. 
That  is  why the  state  feared him—
and why histor y  remembers  him as  a 
peacemaker  and is  the  only  Ameri-
can who has  a  nat ional  hol iday in  his 
honor.
      Donald Trump’s  pol it ica l  pow-
er  f lows in  the  opposite  direc t ion. 
Where  King appealed to  conscience, 
Trump appeals  to  gr ievance.  Where 
King disc ipl ined speech to  prevent 
bloodshed,  Trump weaponizes  lan-
guage to  inf lame it .  He thr ives  on 
div is ion—racia l ,  re l ig ious ,  nat ion-
a l—because  chaos  consol idates  his 

author ity.
     Trump does  not  seek peace ;  he 
seeks  dominat ion.  His  rhetor ic  nor-
mal izes  cruelty,  r idicules  empathy, 
and f rames ent ire  communit ies—
immigrants ,  Musl ims,   protesters , 
journal ists ,  pol it ica l  opponents—as 
enemies  to  be  crushed rather  than 
neighbors  to  be  persuaded.  He prais-
es  v iolence  when it  ser ves  him and 
denies  it  when it  condemns him.
      Most  te l l ing ly,  Trump re jec ts 
accountabi l ity.  King ca l led America 
to  repentance;  Trump demands loy-
a lty.  King confronted power ;  Trump 
personal izes  it .  King expanded the 
moral  universe ;  Trump shr inks  it  to 
himsel f .  Darkness ,  in  this  sense,  i s 
not  merely  meanness—it  is  the  del ib-
erate  erosion of  t ruth,  sol idar ity,  and 
democrat ic  restraint .
       King bel ieved conf l ic t  could be 
redeemed.  Trump bel ieves  conf l ic t 
should be  exploited.
       King reduced fear  by  naming 
injust ice .  Trump manufactures  fear, 
l ies  and bul l ies  to  avoid just ice .
       King’s  legac y bends  histor y  to-
ward col lec t ive  l iberat ion.  Trump’s 
projec t  bends  pol it ics  toward author-
itar ianism and socia l  decay.
       Ca l l ing King a  Pr ince  of  Peace 
and Trump a  Pr ince  of  Darkness 
is  not  about  ha lo  versus  horns .  It 
i s  about  direc t ion.  One led toward 
human dignity  and democrat ic  poss i-
bi l ity.  The other  leads  toward resent-
ment ,  repress ion,  and moral  col lapse.
       Histor y  is  not  neutra l  between 
them—and neither  should we be.
       S o,  where  do we go f rom 
here.?Resist ,  res ist ,  res ist  Trump’s 

e f for t  to  demant le  democrat ic  inst i -
tut ion.  Many of  us   have  histor ica l ly 
worked toward a  more per fec t  Ameri-
can democracc y.  Democrac y does  not 
col lapse  because  one person seeks 
too much power.  It  col lapse  when 
enough people  decide  defending it  i s 
inconvenient .  We must  cont inue to 
organize,  vote ,  mobol ize  lawful  pro-
test ,  bui ld  broad coa l it ions ,  Apply 
ethica l  economic pressure  on corpo-
rat ions  enabl ing democrat ic  erosion 
and f i le  lawsuits  to  cha l lenge the 
lawlessness  and the  unconst itut ional 
ac t ions  of  this  Administrat ion.   I  am 
present ly  involved in  a   vot ing gerr y-
mander ing lawsuit  f i led  aganist  the 
State  of  North Car i l ina .
       I  am optomist ic  about  the  grow-
ing and successfu l  opposit ion and 
strateg ies  employed thus  far  pushing 
against  the  repress ive,  corrupt  and 
racist  Trump’s  out law administrat ion. 
L ast  year’s  November  e lec t ion results 
of  Republ ican loses  at  ever y  level  of 
government  nat ionwide was  a  c lear 
referendum of  the  people’s  re jec t ion 
of  Trump’s  author itar ian governing 
aspirat ions .L arge  mass  demonstra-
t ions  of  mi l l ions  nat ionwide ,  the 
latest  “No Kings  March” two months 
ago,  80% successfu l  l i t igat ion chal-
lenging unlawful  execut ive  orders 
f i r ing federa l  employees  and f rezzing 
federa l  funds  to  numerous  agencies 
and inst itut ions  ref lec t  a  sustained 
ongoing mass  opposit ion to  Trump’s 
ev i l  empire.
       C ourts  matter,  protest  matter 
and vot ing decides  power.

The Prince  of  Peace  vs .  the  Prince  of  Dark-
ness :  Where  do we go from here?
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Nob el  Peace  Priz e  from  p age 1
       “Look,  whether  people  l ike 
Trump or  don’t  l ike  Trump,  I  sett led 
e ight  wars ,  big  ones .  S ome going on 
for  36  years ,  32  years ,  31  years ,  28 
years ,  25  years ,  some just  gett ing 
ready to  star t  l ike  India  and Paki-
stan,  where  a lready e ight  je ts  were 
shot  out  of  the  air,”  Trump said.
      He added,  “I  can’t  think of  any-
body in  histor y  that  should get  the 
Nobel  Pr ize  more than me.”
       B oth India  and Pakistan have 
denied that  third par t ies  were  in-
volved in  their  ceasef ire  fol lowing 
four  days  of  conf l ic t  between the 
two countr ies  in  May 2025.  Trump, 
however,  took a  swipe at  Obama 
winning the  pr ize  in  2009,  less  than 
nine  months  into  his  pres idenc y, 
where  the  Nobel  C ommittee  con-
cluded Obama was  per fec t  for  the 
honor for  his  “extraordinar y  ef for ts 
to  st rengthen internat ional  diplo-
mac y and cooperat ion between peo-
ples .”
       On the  day it  was  announced 
he  would receive  the  award in  2009, 

Obama said  in  the  Rose  Garden,  “I 
do not  v iew it  as  a  recognit ion of  my 
own accomplishments  but  rather  an 
af f i rmat ion of  American leadership 
on behal f  of  aspirat ions  held  by  peo-
ple  in  a l l  nat ions .”
      St i l l ,  nearly  17  years  later, 
Trump remains  ag itated that  Obama 
received the  award,  cont inuing his 
campaign for  the  award af ter  being 
passed over  in  2025.
       “I  don’t  want  to  be  bragging, 
but  nobody else  sett led wars ,”  Trump 
said.  “Obama got  the  Nobel  Pr ize. 
He had no idea  why.  He st i l l  has  no 
idea .  He walks  around,  he  says ,  ‘I 
got  the  Nobel  Pr ize’.  Why did he  get 
a  Nobel  Pr ize?  He got  it  a lmost  im-
mediately  upon attaining of f ice ,  and 
he  didn’t  do anything,  and he  was  a 
bad pres ident .”
John Legend thinks  he  knows how to 
win Trump a  Nobel  Peace  Pr ize
      Trump a lso  suggested  that  you 
should be  awarded the  Nobel  Pr ize 
for  “ever y  war  you stopped.”
      The Pres ident  has  a lso  f loated 

the  idea  of  Venezuelan pol it ic ian 
María  C or ina Machado present-
ing him with her  award,  an of fer 
she  made to  him last  week af ter  he 
was  not  awarded the  honor in  2025. 
Machado,  whom many U.S .  lawmak-
ers  bel ieve  should lead Venezuela 
af ter  the  capture  of  Nicolás  Maduro, 
i s  set  to  v is it  Washington next  week.
       The Nobel  C ommittee  issued a 
statement  on Fr iday ( Jan.  9) ,  con-
f irming that  the  pr ize  could not  be 
t ransferred or  shared af ter  it  has 
been awarded.
       “ The Nor wegian Nobel  C ommit-
tee  and the  Nor wegian Nobel  Inst i -
tute  receive  a  number  of  requests  for 
comments  regarding the  permanence 
of  a  Nobel  Peace  Pr ize  laureate’s 
s tatus ,”  the  statement  read.  “ The 
fac ts  are  c lear  and wel l  establ ished. 
Once a  Nobel  Pr ize  is  announced,  i t 
cannot  be  revoked,  shared,  or  t rans-
ferred to  others .  The decis ion is 
f ina l  and stands  for  a l l  t ime.”

Hundre ds  in  Gre ensb oro protest  ICE sho oting in  Minneap olis 
from p age  -1  >
agent  shot  her  in  her  car.  The Trump 
administrat ion has  said  it  was  an ac t 
of  se l f -defense,  a  c laim disputed by 
Minneapol is  of f ic ia ls  and eyewit-
nesses .
      David Smith,  with  Indivis ible 
Gui l ford C ounty,  helped organize 
the  protest .
       “What  happened yesterday in 
Minneapol is  was  100% unaccept-
able ,”  Smith said.  “What’s  been 
happening for  this  whole  year  with 
ICE and what  they ’re  doing to  com-
munit ies  has  been unacceptable ,  and 
it’s  about  darn t ime ever ybody gets 
angr y  enough to  f ina l ly  do some-

thing about  it .”
       Protesters  chanted “Stop ICE 
terror”  and “We love  America ,  ICE 
is  un-American.”
        Mona Taylor  said  this  was  the 
f i rst  protest  she  had attended in  a 
whi le .
     “Af ter  seeing what’s  a l l  been go-
ing on,  this  i s  a l l  just  wrong.  L ike, 
they  need to  do something about 
Trump,”  Tay lor  said.  “I  just  cannot 
bel ieve  that  people  are  OK with this . 
I ’m not  OK with this .”
       Another  protester,  Carol ine 
McAl l ister,  said  she  was  “horr i f ied” 
by  the  shoot ing in  Minneapol is  and 

the  subsequent  response  f rom the 
Trump administrat ion.
      “Masked men shoot ing people 
on the  st reet ,  a  woman with chi ldren 
who was  dr iv ing away,”  she  said. 
“And then they l ie  about  it  and tr y 
to  cover  it  up.  That  makes  me s ick , 
just  s ick .”
      The protesters  in  Greensboro 
joined others  marching in  Minne-
apol is  and major  c it ies  across  the 
countr y.
      Shor t ly  af ter  the  protest  ended, 
news broke that  federa l  agents  shot 
two others  dur ing a  vehicle  stop in 
Por t land.

Mar tin Luther  King vs .  Malcolm x  -  from p age 5
ta lk ing about  vot ing r ights  as  par t 
of  Black l iberat ion and f reedom,” 
explains  Joseph.  “You see  him in an 
inter view with Rober t  Penn Warren 
saying that  he  and Dr King have  the 
same goal ,  which is  human dignity, 
but  they have  di f ferent  ways  of  get-
t ing there.”
     It’s  around this  t ime that  Mal-
colm X le f t  the  United States  for 
severa l  months ,  t ravel l ing to  Eg ypt , 
Lebanon,  L iber ia ,  S enegal ,  Niger ia , 
Ghana and Saudi  Arabia ,  includ-
ing taking his  pi lgr image to  Mecca 
where  he  received his  new Is lamic 
name,  E l-Hajj  Mal ik  E l-Shabazz .
       The t r ip  made a  big  impress ion 
on him,  and he  spoke subsequent-
ly  about  how seeing Musl ims of  so 
many di f ferent  ethnic  and cultura l 
backgrounds worshipping together 
opened his  eyes  to  the  rea l  poss ibi l i -
ty  of  racia l  integrat ion and peace.
       Al l  of  this  ac tua l ly  took place 

not  long af ter  the  two men had met 
for  what  would be  the  f i rst  and only 
t ime.  In  the  midst  of  the  pass ing of 
the  Civi l  Rights  Act ,  as  i t  was  being 
f i l ibustered on the  S enate  f loor,  Dr 
Mart in  Luther  King Jr  and Malcolm 
X crossed paths  on Capitol  Hi l l
“ They both come and are  ta lk ing to 
repor ters  and doing press  confer-
ences  in  support  of  the  Civi l  Rights 
Act .”
     Act ,”  says  Joseph.  “ They’re  both 
coming there  for  the  same reason. 
People  are  surpr ised that  Malcolm 
is  there  and he’s  watching the  S en-
ate  and he’s  doing his  inter views and 
there’s  a  point  where  Malcolm is  in 
the  same room as  Dr King and on 
the  couch whi le  Dr King is  doing his 
press  conference  and they meet  af-
ter wards ,  exchanging pleasantr ies .”
       It  was  a  moment  captured by 
only  a  couple  of  photos ,  catching 
them mid-conversat ion with Mal-

colm recorded as  saying ,  “I ’m throw-
ing mysel f  into  the  hear t  of  the  Civi l 
Rights  st ruggle .”
      Malcolm X cont inued to  make 
over tures  to  King in  the  months  that 
fol lowed,  of fer ing him protect ion in 
St  August ine,  F lor ida ,  that  spr ing as 
protestors  fought  for  desegregat ion 
of  it s  beaches  and playgrounds and 
later  in  S elma,  Alabama,  as  King’s 
attent ion turned to  vot ing r ights 
where  he  fe lt  he  had a  role  to  play.
      “I  think Malcolm gave  King more 
room to operate  and I  think Malcolm 
knew this ,”  says  Joseph.  “When he 
v is its  S elma shor t ly  before  his  own 
death,  he’s  t r y ing to  v is it  Dr  King 
in  Februar y  of  1965 in  Alabama,  but 
King is  jai led and he  gets  to  v is it 
C oretta  S cott  King,  g ives  a  speech 
and v is its  some of  the  student  organ-
isers .
      “He te l ls  C oretta  S cott  King that 
he’s  only  there  to  support  her  hus-

Malcom X vs .  Mar tin Luther  King -  p age 9  >
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band and he  wants  people  to  know 
that  i f  her  husband’s  advocac y of 
vot ing r ights  is  not  accomplished 
that  there  are  other  a lternat ive 
forces  out  there  that  are  going to 
be  led by him.  S o he  def inite ly  of-
fers  King more st rateg ic  leeway.”                                                        
Impact  of  Malcolm X’s  assass inat ion
Whether  or  not  the  two men could 
have  u lt imately  found a  way to  coor-
dinate  their  approaches  in  a  less  ad 
hoc fashion we wi l l  never  know be-
cause  on Februar y  21,  1965,  just  days 
before  the  S elma to  Montgomer y 
marches  were  about  to  be  attempted 
by King’s  movement ,  Malcolm X was 
assass inated in  New York.
      The impact  of  his  death would 
be  fe lt  throughout  the  movement , 
and profoundly  by  King.
       “One of  the  surpr is ing things 
is  that  we don’t  discuss  the  way in 
which the  person who is  most  radi-
ca l ised by Malcolm’s  assass inat ion is 
Mart in  Luther  King Jr,”  Joseph ex-
plains .
       “He breaks  with  Lyndon John-
son on Apri l  4 ,  1967,  with  the  Riv-
ers ide  Church speech in  New York, 
where  he  says  that  the  United States 
is  the  greatest  pur veyor  of  v iolence 
in  the  world.  Malcolm had a lways 
ta lked about  racia l  s laver y  and how 
racia l  s laver y  had shaped the  present 
and King ta lks  about  that  much more 
af ter  1965.”

       As  King turns  his  attent ion to 
economic inequal ity  through the 
mid-  to  late-1960s ,  he  digs  deeper 
and deeper  into  the  wider  histor ic 
inequal it ies  and injust ices  of  Ameri-
ca .  “He becomes this  ver y  prophet ic , 
radica l  f igure  af ter  Malcolm’s  assas-
s inat ion and he’s  much more inter-
ested in  race  and Blackness  too,” 
says  Joseph.
       “ There’s  a  speech he  makes  in 
1967 where  he  says  they even te l l 
you ‘A white  l ie  i s  better  than a 
Black l ie’.  He gets  into  it  in  a  gran-
ular  way ;  and this  is  King,  not  Mal-
colm.  It’s  Dr  King who says  that  the 
ha l ls  of  the  US C ongress  are  ‘run-
ning wi ld  with racism’.
      “King is  test i f y ing before  the 
Kerner  C ommission,  the  pres ident’s 
r iot  commission,  and ta lk ing about 
the  depth and breadth of  white  rac-
ism,”  Joseph cont inues .
       “He speaks  to  the  American Psy-
chologica l  Associat ion in  S eptember 
1967 and says  that  white  people  in 
the  United States  are  producing cha-
os ,  blame Black people  for  the  chaos 
and say  there  would be  peace  i f  not 
for  the  chaos  that  they produce.
“He’s  rea l ly  much more candid and 
much more blunt ,  much more rad-
ica l ,  much more revolut ionar y  and 
there  are  no more meet ings  with  the 
pres ident  of  the  United States .”
       It  i s  perhaps  because  they 

evolved and were  wi l l ing to  learn 
f rom one another  that  each has  re-
mained as  re levant  today as  they 
were  in  the  1960s .  The quest ion that 
hangs  around them,  though,  is  could 
e ither  of  them have achieved as 
much as  they did  i f  the  other  hadn’t 
been there  cha l lenging them?
       “I  think they both need each 
other,”  concludes  Joseph.  “ They both 
have  misapprehensions  about  each 
other  and they make mistakes  about 
each other.  King thinks  Malcolm is 
this  narrow,  ant i-white  Black nat ion-
a l ist .  Malcolm thinks  King is  this 
bourgeois ,  reform-minded Uncle 
Tom when they star t  out .  Neither  of 
them are  those  things ,  so  they both 
needed the  other.”
       What’s  more,  the  contr ibut ions 
of  each remain important  to  this  day. 
“Dr King is  this  major  g lobal  pol it -
ica l  mobi l iser  and the  way in  which 
he  f rames this  idea  of  racia l  just ice 
g lobal ly  is  ver y  important ,  and the 
numbers  he  att racts  are  ver y  import-
ant ,”  says  Joseph.
       Meanwhi le  Malcolm has  per-
haps  g iven us  much of  the  vocab-
ular y  around racia l  just ice  even in 
the  21st  centur y :  “Malcolm is  the 
f i rst  modern act iv ist  who is  rea l ly 
saying Black l ives  matter  in  a  rea l ly 
deep and def init ive  way and becomes 
the  avatar  of  the  Black Power  move-
ment .”

Malcolm X vs .  Mar tin Luther  King from p age 8  >
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Budd hist  Monks on wal k  for  p eace  exp e cte d in  Gre ensb oro
by Gb oro-Times

A group of  Buddhist  monks walking 
f rom Texas  to  Washington,  D.C. ,  for 
peace  wi l l  t ravel  through par ts  of 
North Carol ina   including Greens-
boro in  Januar y.  The group should 
arr ive  in  Greensboro between Janu-
ar y   and Januar y  28. 
       The group is  document ing its 
120-day journey on Facebook on 

the  “Walk for  Peace”  page,  shar ing 
v ideos ,  photos  and quotes  to  inspire 
and “raise  awareness  of  peace,  lov-
ing k indness  and compassion across 
America  and the  world.”
       “ Today is  going to  be  our 
peacefu l  day — a  day where  we walk 
together,  not  just  with  our  feet  on 
the  ground,  but  with  our  hear ts 

open and our  minds  awake to  each 
precious  moment ,”  the  monks post-
ed on New Year’s  Eve.  “Let  us  walk 
together,  s tep by step,  breath by 
breath,  carr y ing peace  within us  and 
of fer ing it  gent ly  to  ever yone we 
meet  a long the  way,  knowing that 
ever y  mindful  step we take  becomes 
a  bless ing for  the  world.”
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Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 

Re d l ig ht  c ameras  to  monitor  s ele ct  inters e ctions  in 
Gre ensb oro 88.5 WFDD -  Public  R adio For  The Pie dmont |  By Dav id Ford

Publishe d Januar y 9,  2026 at  6 :52 PM EST

       The c ity  of  Greensboro wi l l  be 
insta l l ing red l ight  cameras  at  var i-
ous  intersect ions  to  monitor  t raf f ic 
patterns  and improve safety.
       The Greensboro City  C ounci l 
has  awarded a  $1 .6  mi l l ion mult i-
year  contract  to  the  Flor ida-based 
f i rm NovoaGlobal  for  the  cameras . 
The init ia l  insta l lat ion wi l l  occur  at 
f ive  locat ions  that  have  not  yet  been 
f ina l ized.
       Greensboro Transportat ion Di-

rector  Hanna C ockburn says  the  c ity 
studied data  f rom the  25 intersec-
t ions  with the  most  severe  crashes  — 
those  involv ing fata l it ies  or  ser ious 
injur ies .  Of f ic ia ls  wi l l  then choose 
the  top f ive  intersect ions  where  the 
cameras  wi l l  have  the  greatest  im-
pact . 
       She  says  they ’ve  been proven 
ef fec t ive.
       “ There’s  quite  a  body of  re-
search around the  use  and deploy-

ment  of  red l ight  cameras ,”  she  says . 
“ They do demonstrate  a  reduct ion in 
crashes  and a  reduct ion in  fata l it ies 
overa l l .  S o  that  was  rea l ly  our  mot i-
vat ion for  se lec t ing this  program and 
recommending to  c ity  counci l  that 
we move for ward with it .” 
       C ockburn says  she  ant ic i-
pates  deploying the  cameras  by  this 
spr ing .  Violat ions  wi l l  carr y  a  $50 
f ine  without  cr iminal  penalt ies .
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       The U.S .  Depar tment  of  Educa-
t ion is  vowing to  intensi f y  it s  col lec-
t ion of  unpaid student  loans  in  2026. 
       On Jan.  7 ,  the  agenc y began 
issuing not ices  to  borrowers  in  de-
fault .  They wi l l  have  30 days  to  set 
up a  payment  plan before  the  federa l 
government  se izes  up to  15% of  their 
income unt i l  the  debt  is  paid  in  fu l l .
       Student  loan wage garnishment 

is  poised to  hit  Black borrowers 
the  hardest .  Black col lege  students 
are  more l ikely  to  take  out  student 
loans .  And four  years  af ter  gradu-
at ion,  the  average  Black graduate 
owes  a lmost  $25,000 more than a 
white  graduate,  according to  the 
Brookings  Inst itut ion. 
       O wing more loans  that  are  com-
pounded by interest  makes  it  more 

di f f icu lt  to  pay them of f ,  thereby 
re inforcing the  racia l  wea lth  gap, 
argue Brookings  analysts .
      If  you need help  paying of f  your 
student  loans ,  including consol ida-
t ion,  the  Depar tment  of  Educat ion 
advises  contact ing your  loan ser vicer 
or  explor ing the  f ree  loan repayment 
s imulator  on studentaid.gov.

Unp aid Student  L o ans?  The Fe ds  C ou ld Take Your Payche ck
The Dep ar tment  of  E duc ation has  b egun notif y ing b orrowers  in  defau lt  ab out  p ossible 
wage garnishment . by Shernay Wi l l iams,  Januar y 9,  2026
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The y trie d to  c age  a  nation.  She tore  the   
b ars  op en w ith her  b are  hands.  B efore  the 
world learne d to  chant  “Fre e  Mandela.” 
Winnie  Madi k iz ela-Mandela.

The Re v.  Mar tin Luther  King Jr.  stands  w ith 
other  civ i l  r ig hts  leaders  on the  b alcony of 
the  L orraine Motel  in  Memphis ,  Tenn. ,  on 
Apri l  3 ,  1968,  a  day b efore  he  was  assassi-
nate d at  approximately  the  same place

Mar tin Luther  King b eing ar-
rest  Montgomer y,  Ala. ,  1958.

Mar tin Luther  King,  March o.n Washington, 
1963.
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“Ain‘t  gonna let  nob o dy turn me around!”
1968,  Mexico City.  Two Black men on the 
Oly mpic  p o dium made a  si lent  statement 
that  e cho e d around the  world.

unap ologetic al ly  Black
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Nor th C arolina ele ction b o ard reje cts  early  voting site 
at  countr y ’s  largest  Black university,  Nor th C arolina 
A&T State  University

       As  Black students  s i lent ly  pro-
tested,  Republ ican state  of f ic ia ls 
denied their  request  to  provide  a 
pr imar y e lec t ion early  vot ing loca-
t ion at  North Carol ina  A&T State 
Univers ity,  the  largest  of  the  coun-
tr y ’s  histor ica l ly  Black col leges  and 
univers it ies . 
       It’s  the  latest  in  a  st r ing of 
recent  moves  by  the  state  e lec t ion 
board,  which came under  GOP con-
trol  in  May,  to  restr ic t  vot ing in  the 
Tar  Heel  State .
       Students  wrote  a  le tter  to  the 
North Carol ina  State  B oard of  E lec-
t ions  (NCSBE) asking for  the  cam-
pus pol l ing s ite ,  say ing it  would 
“ensure  vot ing is  easy  and access i-
ble ,”  par t icular ly  for  students  who 
don’t  have  cars . 
       But  in  a  3-2  vote  a long par ty 
l ines ,  the  NCSBE refused the  re-
quest  Tuesday,  approving an early 
vot ing plan for  Gui l ford C ounty 
without  a  campus locat ion. 
       The NCSBE a lso  approved early 
vot ing plans  for  11  other  count ies 
that  did  not  unanimously  adopt 
plans  on their  own – of ten because 
of  disagreements  over  whether  to 
include Sunday vot ing hours ,  or 
whether  to  include speci f ic  loca-
t ions .
      The debate  over  Sunday vot ing 
grew heated,  with  both Democrats 
on the  board s lamming Republ icans 
for  t r y ing to  restr ic t  access  to  the 
pol ls . 

      “If  you can shop on Sunday,  i f 
you can watch footba l l  on Sunday 
and watch basketba l l  on Sunday,  I 
think there  are  ver y  few things  in 
this  state  that  you can’t  do on Sun-
day,”  Je f f  Carmon,  a  Democrat ic 
member  of  the  board,  said.
       Ross  Hardeman,  chair  of  the 
Craven C ounty  board of  e lec t ions , 
asked state  of f ic ia ls  to  approve a 
plan without  Sunday vot ing hours .
      “Campaign workers ,  e lec t ion 
workers  and board staf f  should be 
able  to  have  a  consistent  weekend 
day of f ,  choose  to  worship i f  they 
choose  to  do so,  spend t ime with 
their  fami l ies ,”  Hardeman said.
       S iobhan O’Duf f y  Mi l len,  the 
other  Democrat ic  member,  said  she 
received over  1 ,000 emai ls  f rom 
res idents  about  early  vot ing plans 
–  none of  them opposing Sunday 
vot ing hours  or  campus vot ing loca-
t ions .
       Republ ican members  pushed 
back on the  campus vot ing locat ion 
for  the  univers ity,  say ing it  wasn’t 
needed and quest ioning whether 
there  would be  parking eas i ly  avai l -
able  to  the  publ ic .
       Carmon blasted the  board for 
refusing students’  request .
       “ These  students  are  saying ,  ‘We 
want  our  s ite .  We want  to  engage 
with the  process ,’”  Carmon said.  “I 
don’t  think we should do anything 
but  support  that .” 
      Students  weren’t  g iven the  op-

portunity  to  speak at  the  meet ing , 
but  they sat  at  the  f ront  holding 
s igns .
       Carmon voted “absolutely,  to-
ta l ly,  hel l  no”  to  the  board’s  mot ion, 
whi le  board chair  Francis  X.  De 
Luca,  a  Republ ican,  voted “emphat i-
ca l ly  yes .” 
        “It’s  a  war  on students ,”  Mi l len 
said  as  the  vote  concluded.  Republ i-
cans  on the  board responded that  it 
was  not . 
       “What  is  i t  then?  What  is  i t 
when you te l l  them that  they can’t 
have  a  s ite? ”  Carmon asked.
       Students  quiet ly  stood,  fac-
ing the  board members ,  holding up 
their  s igns . 
      “ There  are  plenty  of  places .  Go 
vote,”  De Luca told  them,  growing 
ag itated shor t ly  before  the  audio 
feed temporar i ly  cut  out .
       S ince  Republ icans  took control 
of  the  state  e lec t ion board in  May, 
i t  has  taken severa l  s teps  to  restr ic t 
vot ing in  the  state . 
       The board has  worked closely 
with  the  U.S .  Depar tment  of  Jus-
t ice  on a  lega l  sett lement  requir ing 
voters  to  provide  more personal 
informat ion or  r isk  being disen-
f ranchised.  It  has  a lso  pushed for 
unprecedented access  to  voters’  fu l l 
socia l  secur ity  numbers .  And its  ex-
ecut ive  direc tor  has  unvei led sweep-
ing leg is lat ion that  would fur ther 
cut  back vot ing access  in  the  state .

By Jen R ice
Januar y 13,  2026
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First  Afric an Americ an Miss .  Americ a  ten months 
in  tenue resigne d,  issue d an ap olog y de c ades  later

Vanessa  Wi l l iams & R ick Fox’s  Daug hter  Sasha 
Glows in  a  Ne w Por trait  Photo w ith Natural 
Sunlig ht
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       She  made histor y  as  the  f i rst 
Black Miss  America .  Ten months  lat-
er,  she  was  forced to  res ign in  scan-
dal .  Thir ty  years  later,  Miss  America 
apologized to  her.  Here’s  why that 
acknowledgment  mattered.
S eptember  17,  1983,  At lant ic  City : 
Vanessa  Wil l iams was  crowned Miss 
America ,  breaking a  63-year  racia l 
barr ier  in  the  pageant .  She  was  the 
f i rst  Black woman to  claim the  t i -
t le—a mi lestone in  a  countr y  st i l l 
grappl ing with c iv i l  r ights  progress . 
The crown carr ied immense honor 
and expectat ion.
Just  ten months  later,  i t  a l l  unrav-
eled.
       B efore  the  pageant ,  Vanessa  had 
been a  ta lented young woman f ind-
ing her  path.  Whi le  ass ist ing a  pho-
tographer  in  New York,  she  posed 
for  ar t ist ic  photos ,  assured that  her 
ident ity  would remain pr ivate .  She 
t rusted that  promise.
       That  t rust  would cost  her.
       In  summer 1984,  Penthouse  ac-
quired the  images ,  recognizing Miss 
America  hersel f ,  and planned to 
publ ish  them under  the  sensat ional 
headl ine :  “Miss  America :  Oh,  God, 
She’s  Nude!”  Playboy had decl ined 
the  photos ,  but  Penthouse  saw only 
scandal  and prof it .
       On Ju ly  23,  1984,  the  Miss 
America  Organizat ion confronted 
Vanessa .  The choice  was  stark :  re-

s ign quiet ly  or  face  publ ic  removal . 
At  just  21 ,  she  res igned—the f i rst  in 
pageant  histor y  to  do so.
The media  f renzy was  re lent less , 
paint ing her  as  a  caut ionar y  ta le . 
Vanessa  explained:  “I  think it  i s  a 
v iolat ion of  my r ights .  It’s  obvious-
ly  my own fault ,  but  I  t rusted the 
photographer.  I  had never  made any 
agreement  with him or  Penthouse.” 
Her  hear tbreak stemmed f rom be-
traya l :  she  had trusted someone who 
promised pr ivac y,  and that  t rust  had 
been broken.
      For  many,  this  would have  ended 
their  stor y.  But  Vanessa  refused to 
le t  scandal  def ine  her.
She shi f ted to  music ,  re leas ing a 
plat inum debut  in  1988.  “Save  the 
B est  for  L ast”  topped char ts  in  1992. 
Act ing fol lowed,  with  acclaimed 
roles  on Broadway,  te lev is ion,  and 
f i lm,  including “Ugly  B etty”  and 
“Desperate  Housewives .”  O ver  de-
cades ,  she  earned Grammy,  Tony, 
and Emmy nominat ions ,  a long with a 
star  on the  Hol lywood Walk of  Fame.
       Her  success  wasn’t  despite  the 
scandal—it  was  in  def iance  of  i t .
      St i l l ,  something remained unre-
solved:  of f ic ia l  recognit ion that  what 
happened was  wrong.
In 2015,  thir ty-one years  later,  Miss 
America  Organizat ion CEO Sam 
Haskel l  publ ic ly  apologized dur ing 
the  pageant ,  with  Vanessa  as  head 

judge:
      “ Though none of  us  current ly  in 
the  organizat ion were  involved then, 
on behal f  of  today’s  organizat ion,  I 
want  to  apologize  to  you and to  your 
mother,  Miss  Helen Wil l iams.  I  want 
to  apologize  for  anything that  was 
said  or  done that  made you feel  any 
less  than the  Miss  America  you are 
and the  Miss  America  you a lways 
wi l l  be.”
Vanessa  received a  standing ovat ion, 
tears  st reaming,  decades- long injus-
t ice  f ina l ly  acknowledged.
Her  stor y  matters  beyond scandal : 
she  was  betrayed,  exploited,  publ ic-
ly  humil iated—but  she  t ransformed 
that  pain into  achievement .  She 
didn’t  hide.  She didn’t  g ive  up.  She 
rebui lt .
Her  legac y proves  a  powerful  t ruth: 
one moment  doesn’t  def ine  you.  Your 
worth isn’t  set  by  betraya l  or  mis-
takes .  Redemption is  poss ible ,  and 
success  is  achievable  with  res i l ience.
Vanessa  Wil l iams—the f i rst  Black 
Miss  America—faced scandal ,  sur-
vived,  excel led,  and was  u lt imately 
v indicated.  She made histor y  twice : 
f i rst  by  breaking a  barr ier  in  1983, 
and again by bui lding a  l i fe  of  ar t-
ist r y,  dignity,  and achievement  that 
proved her  ta lent ,  not  the  scandal , 
def ined her.
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We join the Greensboro community to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Black History Month

and encourage you to support small and local black-owned businesses during this season and

advocavy to MWBE and HUB certified firms..

Scan Here for
Upcoming Events

from GBL

SAVE THE DATE
Policy & Posperity Breakfast, March 17th
African American Economic Summit, April 23rd
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