
1          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

T H E G R E E N S B O R O T I M E ST H E G R E E N S B O R O T I M E S
Greensboro, North Carolina                                                                                October 2026

The African American Voice - “Setting the Record Straight”

www.greensborotimesnews.com
FreeFree
Vol.2 No.74 © Copyright 2025

The Greensboro Times

PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U

S 
PO

ST
A

G
E 

PA
ID

G
re

en
sb

or
o,

 N
C

Pe
rm

it 
N

o.
39

3

The 2026 Midterm Elections Are Coming: 
Here’s What Voters Need To Know 

2026 Midterm E le ctions-  p age 4

White  Supremacist  DemonstrationPage 4

Apri l  Parker  -  p age -  4

White  supremacist  demonstration in  dow ntow n 
Gre ensb oro draws counter protesters ;  ‘R acists , 
go home’

       GREENSB ORO, N.C.  (WGHP) — Tensions  f lared in  downtown Greensboro 
as  a  group of  white  supremacist  demonstrators  marched in  downtown Greens-
boro.
        On Sunday(9/29/26}  at  about  3 :30  p.m. ,  a  group of  people  dressed in  black 
and wear ing face  masks ,  dark g lasses  and hats  marched down North Eugene 
Street  and the  surrounding area ,  near  Fisher  Park.  One person was  carr ying the 
C onfederate  Batt le  F lag .  Another  was  carr ying the  f i rst  f lag  of  North Carol ina , 
which was  adopted af ter  joining the  C onfederac y.

As the  Greensboro City  C oun-
ci lmember  represent ing Distr ic t 
3 ,  I  want  to  be  c lear :  organized 
racia l  hatred,  v iolence,  and in-
t imidat ion have  no place  in  our 
community.
       Greensboro carr ies  a  pain-
fu l  histor y  of  racia l  and po-
l it ica l  v iolence,  including the 
events  of  November  3 ,  1979. 

Apri l  Parker,Gre ensb oro 
City  C ounci l  memb er, 
releas e d a  statement  fol-
low ing w hite  supremacist 
march

Apri l  Parker,  Gre ensb oro City
C ounci l  memb er,  District  3

by :  Justy n Araya-DeBusk,  Gretchen Stenger

White  nationalists  protesting in  Gre ensb oro on Sunday share 
Nazi  sa lutes .

B enito  Muss olini  and Adolf  Hit ler,  1937

       E lec t ion season is 
creeping up,  and whether 
you love  pol it ics ,  avoid 
it  unt i l  the  last  minute, 
or  s imply  want  to  know 

what’s  happening before 
you walk  up to  a  pol l ing 
s ite ,  the  2026 midterm 
elec t ions  are  worth paying 
attent ion to.  With Amer-

icans  dea l ing with ever y-
thing f rom inf lat ion and 
high gas  pr ices  to  layof fs 
and economic uncer tain-
ty,  the  people  e lec ted this    
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       Just ice  Ketanj i  Brown Jackson 
isn’t  holding back anymore.  Speak-
ing at  the  Univers ity  of  the  Distr ic t 
of  C olumbia’s  law school  Thursday 
night ,  she  direc t ly  accused the  Su-
preme C ourt’s  conser vat ive  major ity 
of  turning emergenc y ru l ings  into  a 
specia l  pr iv i lege  reser ved a lmost  ex-
clus ively  for  Trump’s  administrat ion.
       “We cannot  expect  the  publ ic 
to  have  faith  in  our  judic ia l  system 
i f ,  without  c lear  explanat ion,  we are 
consistent ly  green-l ight ing harmful 
ac ts  that  do rea l  damage to  l i t igat ing 
plaint i f fs ,”  Jackson said,  according to 
the  Washington Post .  This  so-ca l led 
“shadow docket”  a l lows the  C ourt  to 
issue  ru l ings  quick ly,  of ten without 
ora l  arguments  and with l i t t le  to  no 
explanat ion,  and Jackson says  her 
conser vat ive  col leagues  have  used it 
as  a  backdoor  to  fast- t rack Trump’s 
agenda without  debate  whi le  ever y-
one e lse  waits  their  turn.
       The receipts  back her  up.  A re-
cent  study found the  Supreme C ourt 
s ided with the  Trump administra-
t ion roughly  80% of  the  t ime when it 

appea led lower-court  ru l ings  through 
this  emergenc y process .  That  process 
has  a lready been used to  greenl ight 
Trump’s  $400 mi l l ion White  House 
ba l lroom projec t ,  mass  f i r ings  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  federa l  workers ,  and 
str ipping protected status  f rom hun-
dreds  of  thousands  of  Venezuelan 
immigrants ,  a l l  without  the  C ourt’s 
usual  fu l l  rev iew.
       The latest  example,  however, 
i s  one of  the  worst ,  with  the  C ourt 
us ing the  shadow docket  to  a l low the 
Trump administrat ion to  use  S ocia l 
S ecur ity  records  to  ver i f y  voters’ 
c it izenship despite  the  C onst itut ion’s 
mandate  that  states  control  their  own 
vot ing processes .
       Jackson didn’t  mince  words 
about  what  a l l  this  ac tua l ly  amounts 
to :  “If  we’re  not  carefu l ,  the  emer-
genc y docket  can and wi l l  become an 
end run around the  standard review 
process ,  a  specia l  avenue that  cer tain 
pr iv i leged l it igants  can use  se lec t ive-
ly.  Why is  i t  that  one par ty  should get 
a  fast  pass  to  the  Supreme C ourt  of 
the  United States  when so  many other 

par t ies  are  queued up,  wait ing pa-
t ient ly  for  the  court’s  attent ion? ”
       And here’s  the  k icker :  the  ver y 
same night  Jackson del ivered this 
pointed rebuke,  Chief  Just ice  John 
Rober ts  and Just ices  Brett  Kavanaugh 
and Amy C oney Barrett ,  ha l f  of  the 
C ourt’s  conser vat ive  supermajor ity, 
were  attending a  lav ish White  House 
state  dinner  honoring Chinese  Pres i-
dent  Xi  Jinping,  personal ly  invited by 
Trump himsel f .
      If  that’s  not  blatant ,  we don’t 
know what  is .  Whi le  one just ice  pub-
l ic ly  warns  that  the  C ourt  is  bending 
its  own rules  to  favor  the  pres ident , 
three  others  are  l i tera l ly  breaking 
bread at  his  table .
       Jackson has  raised these  con-
cerns  before,  at  Yale  in  Apri l  and 
in  a  March debate  with  Kavanaugh 
himsel f ,  but  this  latest  warning lands 
amid mount ing evidence that  the 
nat ion’s  highest  cour t  isn’t  just  per-
ceived as  compromised.  It’s  behaving 
that  way in  plain  — and undeniable 
— s ight .

Justice  Jacks on Denounces 
Supreme C our t’s  Fre quent 
Emergenc y Orders

S eptemb er 23,  2026
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Shelly lives in Oak Ridge, is a mother of  
three daughters, a CPA, a business owner, 
and the proud daughter of  educators. 

Shelly will fight for fully-funded public 
schools, affordable healthcare, and 
fiscal responsibility for working families. 

Paid for by Shelly Headen for North Carolina

Shelly Headen with her mother and three daughters — 
the people who inspire her commitment to family,
 community, and a stronger future for North Carolina’s 
children.

“ I raised three daughters in this community. I’m not a lifelong 
politician — I’m your neighbor, and someone who has spent 
years investing in and giving back to this community.

As the daughter of  public school educators, I know firsthand 
what strong schools, strong communities, and people who care 
can mean for our children – that’s what I’ll fight for every day as 
your representative.”

MOM. NEIGHBOR. 
ADVOCATE.

Vote for Shelly Headen
NC HOUSE DISTRICT 62

Endorsed by the George C. Simpkins Jr. Memorial PAC
and the NC State AFL-CIO

Oct. 15 - Early voting begins | Nov. 3 - Election Day
headenfornc.com

DR. ELMA HAIRSTON
CANDIDATE NC STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE HD 59

LEARN MORE

DR. ELMA HAIRSTON FOR HD59

Affordable AccessibleHealthcare
Strong Public Schools
Attainable Housing
Diversify Revenue Streams

Support & Donate Visit Us Online

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Dr. Elma Hairston contact@elmahairstonfornc.com

EARLY VOTING STARTS OCTOBER 15 - OCTOBER 31, 2026
| GENERAL ELECTION DAY NOVEMBER 3RD

RESULTS~RESILIENCE~RESOLVE
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 2026 Midterm E le ctions  from p age 1

Students  and community  leaders  are  expressing outrage after  the  Gui lford C ounty B o ard of  E le ctions  vote d 3–2 to  el iminate  the 
early  voting site  on the  c ampus of  Nor th C arolina A&T State  University—the largest  HBCU in the  nation (11-2625).

November  could have  a  major  say  in 
the  pol ic ies  that  af fec t  ever yday l i fe 
— hopeful ly  bui lding pol ic ies  that 
bui ld  a  br ighter  future  for  us  a l l . 
       S o,  when exact ly  are  the  mid-
terms?  Who’s  on the  ba l lot?  And 
what  do you need to  do before  cast-
ing your  vote?  Here’s  your  s imple 
guide  to  the  2026 midterm elec t ions .

When Are  the  2026 Midterms?

       Mark your  ca lendar :  E lec t ion 

Day is  Tuesday,  Nov.  3 ,  2026.
       Midterm elec t ions  happen ha l f-
way through a  pres ident’s  four-year 
term.  Unl ike  pres ident ia l  e lec t ions , 
there’s  no White  House  race  on the 
ba l lot ,  but  there’s  s t i l l  plenty  at 
s take.  Midterm elec t ions  g ive  Amer-
icans  the  opportunity  to  e lec t  loca l 
and state  representat ives ,  including 
governors ,  s tate  leg is lators ,  and oth-
er  loca l  of f ic ia ls  who can shape pol-
ic ies  within their  states .  As  noted by 
TIME Magazine,  midterms a lso  g ive 

voters  a  chance to  weigh in  on key 
issues  and determine which pol it ica l 
par ty  wi l l  control  C ongress . 
       At  the  same t ime,  midterm 
elec t ions  are  of ten v iewed as  a  ref-
erendum on the  s itt ing pres ident’s 
per formance.  Histor ica l ly,  the  pres i-
dent’s  par ty  has  f requent ly  lost  seats 
in  C ongress  dur ing midterm elec t ion 
c ycles .  S o,  i f  you’re  not  par t icular-
ly  happy with how the  Republ ican 
Par ty  has  been running things  — 
and current  pol l ing shows Pres ident 

We honor that  histor y  not  s imply  by 
remember ing it ,  but  by  confront ing 
racism today and doing the  work 
necessar y  to  bui ld  a  more  equitable 
Greensboro.  We st i l l  l ive  with  the 
consequences  and rea l it ies  of  segre-
gat ion and racia l  inequity  in  Greens-
boro.
       Ever y  res ident  of  Distr ic t  3  and 
throughout  Greensboro deser ves  to 
l ive ,  work,  worship,  learn,  raise  a 
fami ly,  and par t ic ipate  in  c iv ic  l i fe 
without  fear  of  racia l  hatred,  dis-
cr iminat ion,  or  int imidat ion.  Our 
const itut ional  f reedoms of  speech, 

assembly,  and pol it ica l  express ion are 
fundamenta l  and must  be  respected. 
At  the  same t ime,  when threats ,  v i-
olence,  harassment ,  or  int imidat ion 
occur  in  our  c ity,  we must  take  them 
ser iously  and encourage  res idents  to 
repor t  them through the  appropr iate 
channels .
       But  opposing racism requires 
more  than condemning indiv idual 
ac ts  of  hatred af ter  and when they 
occur.  Ant iracism ca l ls  on a l l  of  us 
to  ac t ively  examine inst itut ional  and 
systemic  oppress ion,  re jec t  racia l  ha-
tred,  cha l lenge discr iminat ion,  learn 

f rom our  histor y,  and work to  ad-
vance equity.  I  encourage  res idents  to 
take  ac t ion:  learn about  Greensboro’s 
histor y  of  racia l  v iolence  and res is-
tance,  speak out  against  racist  rhet-
or ic  and int imidat ion,  par t ic ipate  in 
community  conversat ions ,  and repor t 
credible  threats  or  cr iminal  ac t iv ity 
to  the  appropr iate  author it ies .
       Ant iracism is  a  shared c iv ic 
responsibi l ity.  Greensboro’s  histor y 
belongs  to  a l l  of  us  and so  does  our 
future.

Apri l  Parker  Press  Releas e  Statement  from p age -1

Abigai l  S eymour saw the  demon-
strat ion f irsthand.  She descr ibed the 
group as  young men.  She says  there 
were  about  10  or  12  of  them.
       S eymour says ,  when she  learned 
the  group was  in  Greensboro spread-
ing hate  speech,  she  fe lt  that  it  was 
important  to  not  only  document  it 
but  a lso  make it  c lear  that  there  is  no 
tolerance  for  that  k ind of  messaging 
here.
       “It  was  most ly  scar y  to  see  that 
k ind of  energ y so  close  to  home and 
so  close  to  us ,”  she  said.
       She  said  a  group of  community 
members  star ted walking behind the 
demonstrators ,  te l l ing  them to  leave. 

S eymour says  this  is  when the  group 
of  men began yel l ing ant i-Black and 
ant isemit ic  s lurs  back at  the  commu-
nity  members . 
       As  the  demonstrat ion cont inued, 
S eymour says  more and more people 
joined the  group of  community  mem-
bers  protest ing against  the  demon-
strat ion.  At  one point  they chanted, 
“R acists ,  go  home.”  Within minutes , 
the  counterprotesters  outnumbered 
the  demonstrators .
       “Greensboro has  a  long histor y 
of  c iv i l  r ights  ac t iv ism,  and that’s 
what  I  fe lt  as  par t  of  this  smal l  but 
then growing cadre  of  people  that 
was  coming behind them that ,  that 
is  s t i l l  the  message  that  Greensboro 

has ,  which is  that  we don’t  tolerate 
that  k ind of  hate  speech,”  S eymour 
said.  “But  that  k ind of  message,  that 
k ind of  just  hatred of  other  human 
beings .  And I  fe lt  rea l ly  proud to  be 
par t  of  a  group of  people  that  were 
going to  run them of f .”
       Publ ic  records  show that  f ive 
people  ca l led pol ice  to  repor t  the 
demonstrat ion.  Greensboro pol ice 
say  s ix  of f icers  were  dispatched to 
the  area .
       She  says  the  group ended up 
gett ing into  cars  and dr iv ing of f .  The 
demonstrat ion lasted about  15  min-
utes .

White  Supremacist  Demonstration in  Gre ensb oro -  from p age 1
Midterm E le ctions  -  p age 5
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Trump and his  administrat ion fac-
ing approval  rat ings  of  around 39%, 
with disapproval  hover ing between 
60% and 65% — the upcoming elec-
t ion is  your  opportunity  to  have 
a  say  in  the  direc t ion the  countr y 
takes .  If  you want  change,  the  ba l-
lot  i s  one of  the  most  direc t  ways  to 
help  shape it .
       E lec t ion ru les  var y  depend-
ing on where  you l ive.  Registrat ion 
deadl ines ,  ear ly  vot ing ,  mai l- in 
vot ing and ID requirements  can 
a l l  be  di f ferent  f rom state  to  state . 
You can check your  loca l  e lec t ions 
board for  more  informat ion.

What’s  on the  Bal lot?

       The biggest  races  are  for  C on-
gress .  Al l  435 seats  in  the  U.S . 
House  of  Representat ives  are  up for 

e lec t ion.  About  one-third of  the 
U.S .  S enate  is  a lso  up for  e lec t ion. 
Depending on your  state  and loca l 
government ,  you could a lso  be  vot-
ing for  a  governor,  s tate  leg is lators , 
mayors  and other  loca l  of f ic ia ls . 
       S ome ba l lots  wi l l  a lso  include 
ba l lot  measures ,  g iv ing voters  a 
direc t  say  on proposed laws,  con-
st itut ional  amendments  and other 
issues .  In  other  words ,  your  ba l lot 
may be  much longer  than you ex-
pect .  S o  make sure  to  get  informed 
about  who’s  running before  you hit 
the  pol ls .
       You can use  Ba l lotpedia’s  “Who 
Represents  Me” tool  to  f ind out 
more  informat ion about  current 
federa l ,  s tate ,  and loca l  e lec ted rep-
resentat ives .  Alternat ively,  you can 
search C ongress .gov for  federa l  leg-
is lators’  sponsored bi l l s ,  committee 

ass ignments ,  and vot ing histor ies .

First  Things  First :  Are  You Regis-
tered?

       B efore  worr ying about  candi-
dates  or  campaign ads ,  make sure 
you’re  ac tua l ly  reg istered to  vote.
You can check your  reg istrat ion 
through your  state’s  e lec t ion web-
s ite  at  Vote.Org,  or  a  nat ional  vot-
er-registrat ion ser vice.  If  you’ve 
recent ly  moved,  changed your  name 
or  haven’t  voted in  a  whi le ,  i t’s  es-
pecia l ly  important  to  double-check 
your  informat ion.
       Don’t  wait  unt i l  E lec t ion Day. 
Registrat ion deadl ines  di f fer  by 
state ,  and whi le  some states  of fer 
same-day reg istrat ion,  others  re-
quire  you to  reg ister  weeks  before 
vot ing .

2026 Midterm E le ctions  from p age -  2
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Hel lo  G-times,  you k now I  thoug ht  I  had s e en it  a l l ,  but  the  L iar-In -C hief  offer-
ing e ver y  Americ an $5,000 w ho vote  Republic an in  the  midterm ele ctions  is  just 
op en in  your face  unlaw fu l  and corr upt   and b e yond imagination.  The law is  c lear 
and no one in  authority  is  tr y ing to  do anything ab out  his  promis e  of  brib er y  to 
the  Americ an voters .  The weak spineless  ne ws me dia  include d w i l l  not  c a l l  him 
out  on it .  Under  18 U.S.C.s e ction 597,  anyone w ho “makes  or  offers  to  make an 
exp enditure”  to  a  p ers on to  vote,  w ithhold a  vote,  or  vote  for  or  against  a  c andi-
date  c an face  criminal  p enalties .  A w i l l fu l  v iolation c an c arr y  up to  two years  in 
pris on.  The law is  c lear.  But ,  you k now ,  the  sad p ar t  ab out  this  is  that  s ome of  
the  not  to  brig ht  MAGA cre w w i l l  buy into the  l ie  of  a  brib er y  p ayoff .  The L iar-
In-C hief  promis e  of  a  p ayday is  just  another  l ie  on top of  the  mi l l ions  of  l ies  he’s 
told  over  the  years .  He def initely  has  earne d the  t it le  of  L iar-In C hief .

G o o d morning,  my neig hb ors  and memb ers  of  my church,  for  s ome reas on the y 
think I ’m on top of  e ver ything that’s  going on in  the  community  and area  w here  I 
l ive.  That’s  the  R and leman Ro ad area.  Wel l ,  I  don’t  ke ep up as  p e ople  think.  But! 
I  do have  a  bit  of  ne ws I  think is  rel iable.  Harde es  fast  fo o d was  tore  dow n on 
R and leman Ro ad f ive  months  ago.  My understanding is  that  a  b ank is  going to  b e 
bui lt  on the  site.  C has e  Bank plans  to  bui ld  a  ne w branch at  that  lo c ation.  This  is 
great  ne ws for  residents  and business es  in  the  area.  C an’t  wait  to  s e e  that  empty 
lot  complete d w ith a  ne w bui lding complex.     

Hel lo,  racist  attempts  to  hold Black p e ople  b ack f inancial ly  shows up disguis e d 
in  a l l  forms.  L atest  example,  the  Prote ct  C ol lege  Act  re cently  p ass e d by the  US 
S enate.  What  it  do es  is  deny Black athletes  thousands of  dol lars  of  re venue as 
col lege  fo otb al l  players .  Most  major  indiv idual  fo otb al l  co aches  at  major  univer-
sities  make over  $5 mi l l ion a  year  and the  col leges  make c los e  to  a  bi l l ion dol lars 
annual ly.  The NAACP and C ongressional  Black C aucus  have  come out  against  the 
law.  For  the  Act  to  b e come law,  it  must  p ass  the  US Hous e in  late  Novemb er.
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Hel lo,  for  your readers  information,  the  Dow ntow n Gre enway w i l l  conclude its 
four-p ar t  Sp eaker  S eries  this  month w ith a  conversation exploring public  ar t , 
placemak ing,  and community  conne ction.  Organiz e d as  p ar t  of  the  communi-
ty-w ide celebration of  the  Gre enway ’s  completion earl ier  this  year,  the  f inal  ta l k 
w i l l  b e  held from 5:30-7 pm on Thurs day,  Octob er  22,  at  the  Weathersp o on Ar t 
Mus eum at  University  Nor th C arolina Gre ensb oro,  1005 Spring G arden St .
The e vent  w i l l  feature  R aleig h-b as e d s cu lptor  and p ainter  Thomas Say re  in  con-
versation w ith Dr.  Emi ly  Stame y,  the  E l izab eth McIver  Weathersp o on curator  of 
ac ademic  programming and head of  exhibitions.  Say re  creates  p aintings,  s cu lp-
tures ,  ear thc astings  and large-s c ale  public  ar t  proje cts  throug hout  the  world.  
Inspire d by a  de ep resp e ct  for  natural  materia ls ,  his  work incor p orates  elements 
such as  ear th,  f ire,  smoke,  tar,  and metal .  He is  p ar ticu larly  k now n for  his  ear th-
c astings,  w hich are  monumental  s cu lptures  forme d using molds  dug dire ct ly  into 
the  ground.  C hels ea  Phipps,  Gre ensb oro’s  gre enway co ordinator  releas e  state d
“Public  ar t  has  b e en central  to  the  Dow ntow n Gre enway from the b eginning, 
helping us  share  stories ,  create  landmarks,  and inv ite  p e ople  to  exp erience  the 
trai l  in  ne w ways,”  said  C hels ea  Phipps,  “ This  conversation offers  a  sp e cia l  op-
p or tunity  to  hear  dire ct ly  from one of  the  ar tists  w ho help e d shap e this  public 
sp ace,  and to  explore  how public  ar t  c an bui ld  conne ction and b elonging.”
The Dow ntow n Gre enway ’s  outdo or public  ar t  col le ction includes  more than 50 
original  works,  showc asing ta lent  from Gre ensb oro and across  Nor th C aroli-
na a longside  national ly  and international ly  re cogniz e d ar tists .  histor y,  cu lture, 
and natural  env ironment .  Four major  cornerstones  s er ve  as  anchors  a long the 
trai l ,  featuring ar t  that  explores  def ining p ar ts  of  Gre ensb oro’s  p ast ,  including 
texti les ,  transp or tation,  e duc ation,  c iv i l  r ig hts ,  the  Re volutionar y War,  and the 
Underground R ai lro ad.

Just  left  the  Do ctor ’s  off ice.  I ’m 85 and in  go o d shap e.  We c an’t  control  our 
chronologic al  age  or  genetics ,  but  we c an l imit  our  exp osure  to  toxins  l i ke  smok-
ing,  excess  drink ing and  regu late  our  s le ep habits ,  move our  b o dies ,  and b e 
mindfu l  ab out  w hat  we eat .  Just  a  l i tt le  bit  of  thoug ht  and dis cipl ine,  Thats  a l l .
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Octob er  2026 E dition

 A Fig ht  to  Prote ct  Civ i l  R ig hts :  Hig h 
Voter  turnout  critic a l  for  2026 E le ctions

        High voter  turnout  in  the  2026 
midterm elec t ions  is  essent ia l  to 
protect ing c iv i l  r ights ,  preser ving 
democrat ic  inst itut ions ,  and advanc-
ing economic opportunity—especia l-
ly  for  Afr ican Americans . 
       The Trump administrat ion’s 
ant i-DEI pol ic ies  and act ions  to  re-
str ic t  divers ity,  equity,  and inclusion 
init iat ives  have  chal lenged programs 
designed to  expand equal  opportu-
nity  in  educat ion,  employment ,  and 
publ ic  inst itut ions .  These  pol ic ies , 
a longside  ef for ts  to  rol l  back c iv-
i l  r ights  protect ions ,  raise  ser ious 
concerns  about  the  future  of  racia l 
equal ity  in  America . 
       The ba l lot  box remains  a  cr it-
ica l  instrument  of  accountabi l ity. 
Midterm elec t ions  determine who 
wi l l  represent  us  f rom North Carol i-

na in  the  US C ongress  and the  North 
Carol ina  state  leg is lature  where  de-
cis ions  are  made about  vot ing r ights , 
publ ic  educat ion,  hea lthcare,  eco-
nomic opportunity,  and c iv i l  r ights 
enforcement .  The North Carol ina 
Supreme C ourt   plays  a  role  to  pro-
tec t  c iv i l  r ights  in  their  cour t  ru l-
ings .  Unl ike  most  states ,  our  judges 
are  e lec ted to  the  North Carol ian 
Supreme C ourt . 
      We as  Afr ican Americans  must 
recognize  that  our  pol it ica l  progress 
is  neither  permanent  nor  guaran-
teed.  Generat ions  fought ,  marched, 
endured v iolence,  and sacr i f iced 
their  l ives  to  secure  the  r ight  to 
vote.  Al lowing that  hard-won power 
to  go unused r isks  weakening Afr i-
can Americans’  inf luence  in  deci-
s ions  that  shape our  future. 

       High turnout  a lone cannot 
guarantee  v ic tor y,  but  it  ensures  that 
Black communit ies  have  a  great-
er   opportunity  to  e lec t  candidates 
that  support  our  interest ,  inf luence 
publ ic  pol ic y,  and wi l l  hold e lec ted 
of f ic ia ls  accountable . 
       The ca l l  to  ac t ion is  c lear :  Reg-
ister,  ver i f y  your  vot ing status ,  make 
a  vot ing plan,  encourage  fami ly  and 
neighbors  to  par t ic ipate ,  and vote. 
Early  vot ing begins  on Thursday, 
October  15th.  Genera l  E lec t ion Day 
is  November  3rd.  Tr y  to  vote  early  i f 
you can.  The 2026 midterms are  an 
opportunity  to  defend c iv i l  r ights , 
demand equal  opportunity,  and 
ensure  that  Afr ican American votes 
make a  di f ference  at  the  ba l lot  box.
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      DURHAM, NC — A Black wom-
an’s  educat ion,  income or  profes-
s ional  status  may not  protect  her 
when her  concerns  are  minimized 
dur ing pregnanc y or  chi ldbir th .  In 
North Carol ina ,  Black women are 
nearly  twice  as  l ikely  as  white  wom-
en to  die  f rom pregnanc y compli-
cat ions ,  according to  state  hea lth 
of f ic ia ls .
       Dur ing the  latest  episode of 
PC Pol it ics  — Real .  R aw.  Rele-
vant . ,  N.C.  S en.  Nata l ie  Murdock 
and C ourtney Hal l ,  owner  of  Bump.
Baby.Bl iss .  Doula ,  C ounsel ing & 
Ultrasound Studio,  examined how 
racia l  bias ,  l imited access  to  mater-
nity  care  and inadequate  support 
before  and af ter  bir th  cont inue to 
endanger  Black mothers .
     Their  shared message  was  direc t : 
Maternal  care  cannot  be  reser ved 
for  fami l ies  who can af ford addi-
t ional  ser v ices  or  a lready know how 
to  navigate  the  hea lth  care  system. 
As  Hal l  put  it ,  “Pre-  and postpar tum 
care  is  a  necess ity,  not  a  luxur y.”
      Hal l ,  a  cer t i f ied bir th  doula  and 
l icensed cl inica l  socia l  worker  asso-
ciate ,  said  women do not  a lways  feel 
that  their  concerns  are  completely 
ignored.  S omet imes ,  she  said,  they 
are  minimized.
“My goal  i s  to  help  fami l ies  un-
derstand their  bodies ,  understand 
when things  are  not  r ight—or when 
things  are  r ight—and be  conf ident 
enough to  speak up for  themselves ,” 
Hal l  said.
      She  emphasized that  advocat ing 
for  onesel f  does  not  mean f ight ing 
with medica l  providers .  It  means 
asking quest ions  when a  standard 
protocol  does  not  appear  to  match 
what  the  pat ient  is  exper iencing.
       “Let’s  not  dismiss  what  I ’m 
feel ing because  of  what  protocol  is 
saying ,  because  protocol  does  not 

match ever y  person,”  Hal l  said.
       Hal l  descr ibed her  own expe-
r ience  dur ing her  third pregnanc y. 
Although she  was  a lready a  moth-
er  and trained doula ,  she  fe lt  that 
something was  wrong and insist-
ed on receiv ing bloodwork earl ier 
than init ia l ly  recommended.  Test ing 
revea led that  one of  her  hormone 
levels  was  dangerously  low,  a l lowing 
her  providers  to  inter vene.
       “I  could have  lost  my baby,” 
Hal l  said.  “But  I  didn’t  because  I 
was  ver y  in  tune.”
       The exper ience  re inforced one 
of  her  centra l  lessons  for  fami l ies : 
Each pregnanc y is  di f ferent ,  even 
when the  mother  has  g iven bir th 
before.
      “It’s  Okay to  Hold Space”
      Hal l  encouraged women to  be-
l ieve  that  their  quest ions  deser ve 
t ime and attent ion.
      “It’s  okay to  hold space,”  she 
said.  “It’s  okay that  i f  you feel  i t , 
to  say,  ‘Can I  speak with somebody 
else? ’”
      Request ing another  provider  or 
a  more  detai led explanat ion could 
prompt a  medica l  profess ional  to 
g ive  the  pat ient’s  concerns  greater 
attent ion—or connect  the  pat ient 
with  someone better  posit ioned to 
help.
       “Just  being okay with holding 
space,”  Hal l  said,  “rea l ly  could save 
your  l i fe  and your  baby’s  l i fe .”
Murdock said  Black women should 
not  have  to  dress  a  cer tain  way,  c ite 
their  degrees  or  other wise  prove 
their  status  to  receive  respect fu l 
care.
       “I  don’t  care  i f  you’re  17  in 
f l ip-f lops  and leggings ,”  Murdock 
said.  “You st i l l  should be  t reated 
with dignity  and respect .”
       A bir th  doula  is  a  nonmedica l 
profess ional  who provides  physica l , 
emot ional  and informat ional  sup-

port  dur ing pregnanc y,  labor,  and 
the  per iod immediately  fol lowing 
bir th .
       Hal l  said  doulas  help  mothers 
and their  par tners  understand the 
bir th  process ,  prepare  quest ions , 
develop bir th  preferences  and com-
municate  with  medica l  providers .
       That  ass istance  can become 
cr it ica l  when a  mother  is  exhausted, 
f r ightened,  medicated,  or  other wise 
unable  to  express  her  wishes  c learly.
       “What  i f  you pass  out?  What  i f 
you’re  not  feel ing your  best? ”  Mur-
dock asked.  “You physica l ly  have 
that  person there  to  advocate.”
       Murdock said  doulas  have 
become increas ing ly  important  as 
large  hea lth  systems place  t ime re-
str ic t ions  on medica l  appointments . 
A provider  may have  only  15 or 
20  minutes  with  a  pat ient ,  whi le  a 
doula  can of fer  addit ional  educat ion 
and regular  check-ins .
      Access  remains  uneven,  how-
ever.  Doula  ser vices  are  f requent ly 
paid  for  out  of  pocket ,  placing them 
beyond the  reach of  fami l ies  who 
might  benef it  most .
       Hal l  said  independent  doulas 
a lso  face  administrat ive  barr iers 
when attempting to  par t ic ipate  in 
Medicaid-funded programs.  Exten-
s ive  paper work and insuf f ic ient  re-
imbursement  can discourage  smal ler 
providers  f rom enrol l ing .
       Hal l  expressed concern that 
some women are  wait ing longer  for 
their  f i rst  prenata l  appointments , 
even though cr it ica l  changes  can 
occur  dur ing the  f i rst  t r imester.
       “ The earl ier  you f ind out ,  the 
earl ier  you should be  connected,” 
she  said.
       She  encouraged women to  seek 
rel iable  informat ion,  inter view 
potent ia l  doulas  and f ind providers 
who make them feel  comfor table 
asking quest ions .  The relat ionship 

Black Maternal  Health Crisis :  Why Nor th C arolina 
Mothers  Sti l l  Str ugg le  to  B e Heard

by Phy l l is  C ole y,  S eptemb er 27,  2026

Black women continue to  face  disprop or tionately  dangerous pregnanc y outcomes.  S en. 
Natal ie  Murdo ck and bir th dou la  C our tne y Hal l  explain how me dic al  bias ,  l imite d ac-
cess ,  and gaps  in  supp or t  place  mothers  at  r isk—and w hat  must  change.

NC S enate  Natal ie  Murdo ck

Black Maternal  Health -  p age 13
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“Put  your  Business  In  The Streets ,”  Adver t ise  In  The Greensboro Times        “Put  your  Business  In  The Streets ,”  Adver t ise  In  The Greensboro Times        
                                             (336)  254-8725                                             (336)  254-8725
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C le veland S el lers ,  center,  stands  w ith off icers  after  his  arrest  in 
Orangeburg,  S .C. ,  w here  thre e  were  k i l le d and 28 others  wound-
e d on Feb.  8 ,  1968.  AP Photo

Orangeburg Massacre  sur v ivor  shares  less ons  of  activ ism, 
courage and resp onsibi l ity  w ith University  101 students

      ORANGEBURG, S .C.  — A group 
of  f reshman students  at  S outh Car-
ol ina  State  Univers ity  recent ly  re-
ceived a  l iv ing histor y  lesson f rom 
civ i l  r ights  ac t iv ist  and educator  Dr. 
Cleveland L.  S el lers  Jr.
      The Denmark,  S outh Carol ina , 
nat ive  spoke to  a  group of  Univer-
s ity  101 students  S ept .  23  about  his 
ac t iv ism and how the  st ruggle  for 
just ice  cont inues  among a  new gen-
erat ion of  leaders .
      “We have an opportunity  that 
no textbook can repl icate  to  hear 
direc t ly  f rom a  man who witnessed 
and sur vived one of  the  most  s igni f-
icant  and tragic  events  in  the  histor y 
of  S outh Carol ina  State  Univers ity 
and the  Civi l  Rights  Movement ,”  said 
Angel  Pointer,  SC State  direc tor  of 
customer ser vice  and a  Univers ity 
101 instructor.

Remembering the  Orangeburg Mas-
sacre

      On the  night  of  Feb.  8 ,  1968, 
dur ing what  has  become known as 
the  Orangeburg Massacre,  three 
young men were  k i l led  when of f icers 
opened f ire  on a  crowd of  unarmed 
Black students  who had ra l l ied on 
campus af ter  demonstrat ing against 
segregat ion at  a  loca l  bowling a l ley.
      Henr y Smith,  Samuel  Ham-
mond Jr.  and Delano Middleton were 
k i l led,  and 28 others  were  injured. 
S el lers  was  among the  wounded and 
later  arrested,  becoming the  only 

protester  indic ted and convic ted in 
the  case.
      He ser ved approximately  seven 
months  in  jai l .  During his  impris-
onment ,  he  wrote  his  autobiography, 
t it led  “ The River  of  No Return:  The 
Autobiography of  a  Black Mi l itant 
and the  L i fe  and Death of  SNCC.”
      “It’s  important  for  you to  learn 
how to  write ,”  said  S el lers ,  who re-
ceived a  fu l l  pardon 25 years  later 
af ter  the  Orangeburg Massacre.
      “I  was  pardoned but  they didn’t 
erase  the  sentence.  I  have  spent  more 
than three  years  in  pr ison for  cr imes 
I  did  not  commit .  I  was  a  student 
at  Howard Univers ity.  When I  le f t , 
I  was  a  member  of  a  group ca l led 
NAG, Nonviolent  Act ion Group,”  he 
said.

The power  of  student  ac t iv ism

     S el lers  joined the  Student  Non-
violent  C oordinat ing C ommittee  in 
1962 as  par t  of  i t s  NAG af f i l iate .  He 
later  became SNCC’s  program direc-
tor  in  1965,  overseeing f ie ld  projec ts 
including the  Miss iss ippi  Summer 
Projec t .
       “I  ta lk  about  NAG because  I 
have  to  ta lk  about  the  importance 
of  student  ac t iv ism.  We were  able 
to  organize  ourselves  and go down 
to  Miss iss ippi  in  1964 for  what  was 
ca l led the  Miss iss ippi  Summer Proj-
ec t ,”  said  S el lers ,  who shared the 
early  histor y  of  his  ac t iv ism.
       B etter  known as  Freedom Sum-

mer,  the  projec t  was  a  c iv i l  r ights 
campaign launched to  reg ister  Afr i-
can American voters  in  Miss iss ippi 
and chal lenge the  state’s  oppress ive 
vot ing system.
      “Miss iss ippi  Summer Projec t  was 
a  projec t  of  800 students  f rom a l l 
over  the  countr y.  Our job was  to  go 
down and organize  people  into  an 
independent  pol it ica l  par ty  ca l led 
the  Miss iss ippi  Freedom Democrat ic 
Par ty,”  S el lers  said.
      He said  the  bruta l  death of  Em-
mett  Ti l l ,  a  14-year-old  Black boy 
f rom Chicago who was  abducted, 
tor tured and lynched Aug.  28 ,  1955, 
in  Miss iss ippi  af ter  being accused of 
whist l ing at  a  white  woman,  was  an 
impetus  for  them to  t r y  to  make a 
di f ference.
       “ That  was  the  t r igger  for  us…. 
We weren’t  f r ightened.  We weren’t 
scared.  You have  to  decide  for  your-
sel f  whether  or  not  you have  the 
courage  to  make a  di f ference,  and 
i f  you develop that  k ind of  courage, 
you can step onto the  pages  of  his-
tor y  and actua l ly  make a  di f ference,” 
S el lers  said.

‘Young people  stepped up’

       He referenced the  nonviolent 
protests  SC State  students  launched 
in  opposit ion to  the  se lec t ion of 
state  Lt .  Gov.  Pamela  Evette  as  the 
spr ing commencement  speaker,  with 
student  leaders  and a lumni  arguing 
she  did  not  ref lec t  the  va lues  and 

(Delano Midd leton,  Samuel  Hammond,  Jr,  and Henr y Smith)

S eptemb er 23,  2026

S el lers  is  the  former Dire ctor  of  the  Afric an Americ an Studies 
Program at  the  University  of  S outh C arolina.  He s er ve d as  pres-
ident  of  Vo orhe es  C ol lege,  a  historic al ly  black col lege  in  S outh 
C arolina,  from 2008 to  2015.  S el lars  worke d for  the  City  of 
Gre ensb oro in  the  1980s,  w here  he  held the  p ositions  in  the  Hu-
man Relations  Dep ar tment  and later  as  Housing Administrator.

Orangeburg Massacre/  Dr.  C le veland S el lars  -  p age-13
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 PUBLIC REVIEW 
Draft Division Needs’ Assignment of 

 Local Input Points 
The Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) announces the availability of the Draft Division Needs’ 
Assignment of Local Input Points for public review and comment. 

The assignment of local input points for division roadways, bicycle, 
and pedestrian projects is an important step in communicating the 
MPO’s priority projects for funding consideration in the FY 2028-2037 
TIP development process. 

• The public comment period is open through November 9, 2026.  

• The draft document and associated public input survey are 
available at www.guampo.org.  

• Virtual Public Meeting: October 21 at 12 noon. Register at 
www.guampo.org.  

The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will consider the plan 
for adoption at its November 18, 2026 meeting. Additional details will 
be posted on the MPO website. 

For more information, to submit comments, or to view the plan, visit 
www.guampo.org, email guampo@greensboro-nc.gov, call            
(336) 373-3117, or write to: 

Greensboro Urban Area MPO 

Attn: Division Needs LIP 

P.O. Box 3136 

Greensboro, NC 27402-3136 

Anyone in need of auxiliary aids or interpretive services may call    
(336) 373-3117. 
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Michael  Jordan is  investing in  the  next  generation of  stor ytel lers . 
#Morehous eC ol lege  off icia l ly  op ene d the  Morehous e  Mu ltime dia 
C enter  this  we ek,  g iv ing students  hands on training in  digita l  sto-
r ytel l ing,  sp or ts  bro adc asting,  p o dc asting,  f i lmmak ing and emerg-
ing me dia  te chnolog y.
The center  is  b acke d by #JordanBrand’s  $1M+ commitment  to 
journalism and sp or ts  me dia  s cholarships  at  Morehous e.  Inaugural 
dire ctor  Emani  Saucier  state d:  “the  center  isn’t  just  prep aring stu-
dents  to  p ar ticip ate  in  the  future  of  me dia,  but  to  lead it .”  Another 
example  of  an HBCU bui lding the  pip el ine  for  the  next  generation 
of  creators .

“We are  not  outnumb ere d.  We are  out-organiz e d.”
Brother  Malcolm X

Ancient  Eg ypt
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should feel  l ike  a  good f it ,  much l ike 
se lec t ing a  therapist .
       Murdock a lso  pointed to  ma-
ternal  care  shor tages  in  rura l  com-
munit ies .  She  said  women in  some 
count ies  must  t ravel  one or  two 
hours  to  obtain maternity  care,  mak-
ing community  organizat ions ,  dou-
las ,  midwives  and te lehea lth  ser vices 
increas ing ly  important .
       The r isks  and adjustments  as-
sociated with chi ldbir th  do not  end 
when the  mother  and baby leave  the 
hospita l .
       Hal l  said  fami l ies  should discuss 
postpar tum responsibi l it ies  before 
the  baby arr ives ,  including who wi l l 
prepare  meals ,  handle  household 
chores  and g ive  the  mother  opportu-
nit ies  to  rest .
       Bir th  preparat ion should a lso 
include educat ion about  postpar tum 
depress ion,  anxiety  and psychosis . 
Fami l ies  should learn to  recognize 
when a  mother’s  thoughts  or  behav-
ior  have  moved beyond ordinar y 
fat igue and adjustment .
       “A lot  of  i t  i s  s imply  being aware 
and not  fear fu l  of  what’s  happening,” 
Hal l  said.
       The support  plan should include 
par tners  and other  t rusted people 

who wi l l  remain involved af ter  del iv-
er y.  Hal l  a lso  encouraged fami l ies  to 
include fathers ,  who may exper ience 
anxiety,  emot ional  st ress  and di f f i -
culty  adjust ing to  their  new respon-
sibi l it ies .
       North Carol ina  extended post-
par tum Medicaid  coverage  f rom 60 
days  to  12 months  in  2022.  E l ig ible 
benef ic iar ies  receive  cont inuous cov-
erage  through the  end of  the  month 
marking one year  af ter  the  pregnanc y 
ends .
       Murdock ca l led the  expanded 
coverage  a  major  improvement  but 
said  coverage  a lone does  not  guar-
antee  that  mothers  understand their 
benef its  or  can f ind t imely  care.
Murdock discussed severa l  proposa ls 
intended to  improve maternal  and 
infant  hea lth .
       S enate  Bi l l  906,  known as  MOM-
nibus  3 .5 ,  includes  funding and 
pol ic y  proposa ls  address ing maternal 
hea lth  dispar it ies ,  community  orga-
nizat ions ,  profess ional  educat ion and 
implic it  bias .  The bi l l  was  referred to 
the  S enate  Appropr iat ions  C ommit-
tee  in  Apri l  2026 and has  not  been 
enacted.
       Murdock has  a lso  supported 
proposa ls  address ing Medicaid  cov-

erage  for  doula  ser vices ,  access  to 
midwives  and bir th  centers ,  s t i l lbir th 
prevent ion and the  maternal  hea lth 
workforce.
       She  urged North Carol inians  to 
contact  their  state  senators  and rep-
resentat ives  and ask whether  they 
support  maternal  hea lth  leg is lat ion.
       “We have to  f i rst  acknowledge 
that  it’s  a  problem,”  Murdock said.
       Despite  an overa l l  decl ine  in 
North Carol ina’s  infant  morta l ity 
rate ,  ser ious  racia l  dispar it ies  re-
main.  State  data  show that  non-His-
panic  Black infants  die  at  nearly 
three  t imes  the  rate  of  non-Hispanic 
white  infants .
       Murdock argued that  address ing 
the  outcomes of  the  group facing the 
greatest  r isks  wi l l  s t rengthen mater-
nal  care  for  ever y  fami ly.
       “If  hea lth  outcomes improve for 
Black women,  they improve for  ev-
er yone,”  she  said.
       The goal ,  she  added,  should be 
a  hea lth  care  system in which ever y 
woman is  t reated with humanity  and 
supported by a  team committed to 
ensur ing that  “mom and baby both 
go home a l ive.”

Black Maternal  Health from p age -  8

exper iences  of  the  student  body.
       “I  was  so  proud of  the  students 
here.  There’s  a  long and r ich histo-
r y  of  protest  here  at  S outh Carol ina 
State  and Claf l in ,  and a  lot  of  t imes 
they were  joined.  I  think that  there 
is  usual ly  a  cr is is  when it  ar ises ,  but 
I  remember  the  recent  demonstra-
t ions ,”  S el lers  said.
       “I  remember  the  k ind of  lead-
ership that  stepped up.  Young peo-
ple  stepped up and stepped in  and 
did what  they were  supposed to  do. 
That’s  because  of  the  histor y,”  he 
said.
       As  he  ref lec ted on the  Orange-
burg Massacre,  he  said  he  didn’t 
think the  courage  Smith,  Hammond 
and Middleton showed on that  fate-
fu l  day had been explained enough 
in  histor y.
       “I  don’t  think it  explained the 
level  of  courage  that  the  indiv id-
uals  that  were  murdered had to  go 
through.  This  was  the  f i rst  place 
that  a  univers ity  had had a  mass 
shoot ing of  students  in  the  countr y. 
This  was  unprovoked,”  S el lers  said.

The courage  to  make a  di f ference

       S el lers  said  he  fe lt  i t  was  im-
portant  to  come speak to  the  Uni-
vers ity  101 class  about  histor y.
“Without  some kind of  Freedom 
S chool  that  inter venes  at  an earl ier 
age,  I  know that  young people  don’t 
know much about  their  own histor y. 
They don’t  understand the  courage 
and the  determinat ion and commit-
ment  and dedicat ion that  go a long 

with doing anything,”  S el lers  said.
       “I  just  came to  k ind of  open 
that  arena up so  they can begin ex-
amine,  see  where  they are,  and go 
out  and f ind some informat ion and 
star t  gett ing aware  of  what’s  going 
on,”  he  said.

       S el lers  said  his  c iv i l  r ights  jour-
ney has  come with having to  make 
sacr i f ices  a long the  way.
       “When I  was  going of f  to  col-
lege  in  1962,  I  became an Eag le 
S cout ,  and I  received my award 50 
years  af ter  that .  S o,  you have  to  get 
used to  those  disappointments ,”  he 
said.
       S el lers  expressed pr ide  in  his 
three  chi ldren,  whom he descr ibed 
as  having “made the  di f ference  in 
my l i fe .”
       The youngest  is  former state 
Rep.  Bakar i  S el lers ,  an attorney and 
pol it ica l  commentator  who ser ved 
as  the  featured speaker  dur ing SC 
State’s  50th anniversar y  commemo-
rat ion ceremony for  the  Orangeburg 

Massacre  in  2018.
       Af ter  his  ac t iv ism,  S el lers  be-
came an educator  and pres ident  of 
Voorhees  C ol lege,  and later  direc tor 
of  Afr ican American Studies  at  the 
Univers ity  of  S outh Carol ina .

 Histor y  comes to  l i fe  for  students

Tydar ia  C orbett ,  20 ,  a  f reshman psy-
cholog y major  f rom Charleston,  said 
she  learned detai ls  about  the  Or-
angeburg Massacre  f rom S el lers  that 
she  had not  known before.
       “It  was  ver y  informing.  Actu-
a l ly  hear ing about  it  f rom someone 
that  went  through it  made it  more 
informing than just  hear ing it  f rom 
someone who’s  heard it  f rom ever y-
body else ,”  C orbett  said.
       “I  heard about  it ,  but  I  didn’t 
do much research on it  … unt i l  I  got 
here.  Having him speak was  better 
than doing research onl ine,”  she 
said,  not ing that  she  took notes .
       Deja  Wood,  18 ,  a  f reshman 
chemistr y  major  f rom the  Bahamas, 
said  she  thought  S el lers’  speech was 
amazing.
       “He ta lked about  the  Orange-
burg Massacre  happening in  the 
height  of  the  c iv i l  r ights  movement , 
putt ing it  in  perspect ive  that  segre-
gat ion wasn’t  something ancient  and 
st i l l  plays  a  big  par t  in  our  l i fe ,”  she 
said.
       “He ta lked about  the  Claf l in 
and SC State  students .  It  honest ly 
fe lt  so  rea l  seeing a  par t  of  histor y 
r ight  in  f ront  of  me,”  Wood said.

C le veland S el lars ,  Febr uar y 5,  2018
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Current  and former students  at 
L incoln Univers ity  of  Missour i  f i led 
a  lawsuit  Wednesday a l leg ing the 
state  has  underfunded the  inst itu-
t ion for  decades .  
       The students  want  the  state  to 
pay a lmost  $549 mi l l ion to  a  fund 
that  would go toward campus re-
pairs  and other  univers ity  needs .  
       The case  centers  around a  law 
that  requires  cer tain  state  money 
to  go to  land-grant  univers it ies . 
In  2023,  the  Biden administrat ion 
found mult iple  states ,  including 
Missour i ,  held  back funding for  his-
tor ica l ly  Black col leges  and univer-
s it ies  (HB CUs) . 
       Whi le  the  state  raised the 
funds  for  the  univers ity  in  2022, 
the  lawsuit  contends  that  it  was  not 
enough. 
       L incoln Univers ity,  which was 
not  named in  the  lawsuit ,  said  it  has 

no comment  on the  new lega l  cha l-
lenge. 
       The lawsuit  s tates  that  Mis-
sour i  “for  more  than three  decades , 
withheld f rom Lincoln Univers i-
ty  the  state  funding that  federa l 
law required as  a  condit ion of  the 
federa l  land-grant  money Missou-
r i  accepted,  and did so  on a  bas is 
t raceable  to  Missour i’s  pr ior  de  jure 
system of  racia l ly  segregated higher 
educat ion.” 
       The Missour i  governor’s  of f ice 
said  it  “does  not  have  a  comment  at 
this  t ime.” 

       The lawsuit  a lso  a l leges  L in-
coln Univers ity  was  t reated di f fer-
ent ly  than the  Univers ity  of  Missou-
r i ,  another  land-grant  school ,  which 
received its  fu l l  funding f rom the 
Show Me State .  
       “For  decades ,  Missour i  under-

funded Lincoln compared with the 
Univers ity  of  Missour i  and fai led 
to  provide  the  fu l l  s tate  match re-
quired for  L incoln’s  federa l  land-
grant  funding.  That  dispar ity  has 
had rea l  consequences  for  L incoln’s 
students ,  faculty,  c lassrooms,  lab-
orator ies ,  and campus,”  said  Don 
Cal loway,  lead counsel  for  the 
plaint i f fs .
       “Our cl ients  are  asking the 
court  for  a  meaningful  remedy for 
that  histor ic  underfunding and a 
permanent  commitment  that  Mis-
sour i  wi l l  fu l ly  and fair ly  match 
Lincoln’s  federa l  land-grant  funds 
going for ward,”  he  added.  “Lincoln 
was  bui lt  by  Black soldiers  who 
invested their  own pay to  create  an 
inst itut ion that  has  ser ved Missour i 
for  160 years .  The State  should hon-
or  that  legac y.

HBCU students  sue  Miss ouri  for  $549M, citing 
underfunding by L exi  L onas  C o chran -  10/07/26 3:56 PM ET
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