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The Greensboro Times top ten stories of 
2025

p age,  4  -  >Gre ensb oro’s  Vision 2026 by Jess e  Jacks on Jr.

by Nathaniel  ‘ ’ Tre y ’’  Dav is

       As  we close  out  2025, 
i t’s  worth pausing to  ref lec t 
on what  we’ve  accomplished 
together,  looking ahead to 
the  opportunit ies  of  the 
coming year.
      This  year,  Greensboro 
made measurable  progress  in 
expanding attainable  hous-
ing ,  improving publ ic  safety, 
and strengthening our  eco-
nomic base.  We advanced 
infrastructure  projec ts  that 
wi l l  ser ve  generat ions ,  in-
vested in  youth programs, 
and expanded par tnerships 
with  nonprof its ,  schools , 
and businesses .  We worked 
to  ensure  each res ident—re-
gardless  of  neighborhood or 

“L o ok ing Ahead: 
Gre ensb oro’s  Vision 
for  2026”

(L-R)Ste ve  and C harlene Al len,   City 
C ounci lman Ir v ing Al len and his  daug hter

Tr ump sworn-in 
as  President

L ebron James a l l - t ime NBA 
Basketb al l  S coring L eader

Kendrix  L amar-Sup erb ow l  2025 Hig h gro cer y  prices/Hig h 
cost  of  l iv ing

US G overnment Shutdow n
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 Jess e  Jacks on,  Jr.  -  p age 5>

C aregiv ing for  my father,  Re v.  Jess e  Jacks on, 
showe d me real  cost  of  c are
It’s  an honor and a  blessing to  help c are  for  my father  as  he  val iantly  manages  progressive 
supranuclear  p alsy.  It’s  a ls o  incre dibly  taxing mental ly,  emotional ly  and f inancial ly  for 
our  fami ly.

       O ver  the  past  f ive 
years ,  a long with ever y  one 
of  my s ibl ings ,  I  took on 
a  new and di f f icu lt  role : 
ser v ing as  a  caregiver  for 
my father,  the  Rev.  Jesse 

Jackson.  My caregiv ing 
exper ience  has  been bruta l , 
format ive  and eye-opening.
       It’s  an honor and a 
bless ing to  help  care  for 
my father  as  he  va l iant ly 
manages  progress ive  su-

pranuclear  pa lsy  (PSP) . 
It’s  a lso  incredibly  taxing 
menta l ly,  emot ional ly  and 
f inancia l ly  for  our  fami ly. 
My l itt le  s ister,  Jackie  Jr. , 
has  put  her  teaching career 
on hold to  take  on fu l l -
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The Stor y  of  Jasmine Cro ckett’s 
Polit ic a l  Journe y From L o c al  Poli-
tics  to  an Historic  S enate  Run

L ong b efore  her  v ira l  read on Mar jorie  Tay lor  Gre ene,  Rep.  Jasmine Cro ckett  has 
b e en committe d to  doing the  work of  the  p e ople.  Now,  she  has  her  sig hts  s et  on 
the  S enate.

       Even i f  you don’t  fol low pol-
it ics  that  c losely,  you’ve  probably 
heard of  Rep.  Jasmine Crockett 
(D.-T X).  She stays  in  the  headl ines 
for  speaking t ruth to  power,  us ing 
her  posit ion on the  House  O ver-
s ight  and Accountabi l ity  committee 
to  maintain ethics  and ef f ic ienc y in 
government .
       S ince  her  arr iva l  in  Washing-
ton,  Crockett  has  been a  r is ing star 
in  the  Democrat ic  par ty,  and with 
her  Dec.  8  announcement  launch-
ing her  bid  to  represent  Texas  in 
the  United States  S enate,  we’re  sure 
she’ l l  be  on our  radar  for  years  to 
come.
       Let’s  take  a  look at  the  amazing 
pol it ica l  journey of  Representat ive 
Jazmine Crockett .  B orn in  St .  Lou-
is ,  Jasmine Crockett  was  raised by 
parents  who inst i l led  in  her  a  com-
mitment  to  ser vice  –  par t icular ly  to 
the  underser ved.  Her  father,  Rev. 
Joseph Crockett ,  was  a  teacher  and 
a  preacher.
       “It’s  my daddy’s  leadership and 
love  in  the  church that  raised me 
and inspires  me to  this  day to  be 
the  best  C ongresswoman I  can be,” 
she  capt ioned this  2023 Father’s 
Day post  on Instagram.
       Crockett  says  her  mom, Gwen, 
a  former posta l  worker,  has  a lways 
been by her  s ide  support ing her 
through ever y  endeavor.  The two 
are  seen here  together  in  this  Ins-
tagram post  at  her  C ongress ional 
swear ing in  ceremony.
       Rep.  Crockett  earned a  BA 
in Business  Administrat ion f rom 
Rhodes  C ol lege.  She’s  a lso  a  a  proud 
member  of  Delta  Sigma Theta  S o-
ror ity,  Inc .
       Af ter  she  and other  Black stu-

dents  at  Rhodes  became vic t ims of 
a  ser ies  of  hate  cr imes ,  Crockett 
decided she  wanted to  study law. 
She said  it  was  an attorney at  the 
C ochran L aw Firm who she  ca l led 
her  ‘shero’  who helped her  rea l ize 
the  importance  of  good lega l  repre-
sentat ion.
       “I  saw how much help  a  law-
yer  could be  to  somebody at  a  ver y 
confusing t ime,”  she  told  Darl ing in 
an inter view.
       In  2006,  Crockett  earned her 
J.D.  at  the  Univers ity  of  Houston 
and went  on to  ser ve  as  a  publ ic  de-
fender,  c iv i l  r ights  and cr iminal  de-
fense  attorney.  She star ted her  own 
pro bono law f irm in Texas  focused 
on c iv i l  r ights  and cr iminal  defense.
       In  2020,  Crockett  turned her 
focus  to  pol it ics  and was  e lec ted to 
the  Texas  House  of  Representat ives . 
Whi le  most  f reshman leg is lators 
tend to  fade  into  the  background, 
Jasmine Crockett  made her  presence 
known r ight  away.
       “Many f reshmen,  they just  k ind 
of  s it  there.  They don’t  say  a  whole 
lot  because  they ’re  t r y ing to  learn,” 
former Texas  Democrat ic  Rep.  Joe 
Deshotel  told  The Washington Ex-
aminer.  “But  for  her,  the  learning 
cur ve  was  ver y  shor t .  I  mean,  she 
jumped r ight  in .”
       Jasmine Crockett  understands 
the  importance  of  c l imate  issues , 
par t icular ly  their  impact  on com-
munit ies  of  color.  She  was  a  found-
ing member  of  the  Texas  Caucus 
on Cl imate,  Energ y,  and the  Envi-
ronment ,  a  bipar t isan caucus  work-
ing to  reduce pol lut ion and grow 
the  economy in  Texas .  She  is  a lso 
current ly  a  member  of  the  House 
C ommittee  on Agr iculture  and the 

Sustainable  Energ y & Environment 
C oal it ion.
       Af ter  ser ving one term in the 
Texas  Legis lature,  Crockett  set  her 
s ights  on Washington,  where  she 
thought  she  could best  represent 
the  people  of  her  state .  In  2023, 
beat  her  Republ ican chal lenger  and 
replaced ret ir ing Chair woman Ed-
die  B ernice  Johnson as  the  United 
States  Representat ive  for  Texas’ 
30th congress ional  distr ic t ,  which 
includes  par ts  of  Dal las .
      Whi le  most  of  us  may not  know 
what  the  heck our  congresspeople 
are  doing when we send them to 
Washington,  Rep.  Crockett  makes 
sure  she  keeps  her  const ituents  in-
formed,  post ing regular  updates  to 
Instagram on her  T V appearances , 
vot ing record and other  init iat ives 
in  the  distr ic t  and Washington.
       Once in  Washington,  Rep. 
Crockett  got  to  work ca l l ing out 
hypocr isy  in  Washington with GOP 
members  of  C ongress  pursuing an 
impeachment  of  Pres ident  Joe  Biden 
whi le  photos  taken by federa l  au-
thor it ies  of  nat ional  defense  secrets 
stored in  the  bathroom of  Donald 
Trump’s  Mar-A-L ago gol f  c lub in 
Flor ida  c irculated.
      In  S eptember  2023,  Crockett 
went  v ira l  for  point ing out  that 
Trump was  keeping class i f ied docu-
ments  in  a  ver y  unl ikely  place.
      “Honest ly,  no one has  test i -
f ied on what  cr ime they bel ieve  the 
Pres ident  of  the  United States  has 
committed,”  she  said.  “But  when we 
star t  ta lk ing about  things  that  look 
l ike  ev idence,  they  want  to  ac t  l ike 
they bl ind.  They don’t  know what 
this  is .  These  are  our  nat ional  se-
crets  looks  l ike  in  the  s*tter  to  me.”
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Sk in tone no deterrent  to  B order  Patrol  racia l  prof i l ing
Sk in tone no deterrent  to  B order  Patrol  racia l  prof i l ing

       Al i  ca l led Kerr i  last  week af ter 
his  interact ion with federa l  agents , 
who were  in  Charlotte  as  par t  of 
an area  sweep of  immigrants  in  the 
reg ion. 
       “Basica l ly,  the  phone ca l l  was 
l ike,  ‘Kerr i ,  you wouldn’t  bel ieve 
this ,’”  she  said. 
      Al i ,  who dr ives  a  t ruck for 
work,  was  pul led over  in  the  North 
Tr yon area .  The agents  approached 
him speaking Spanish.  Al i  told  the 
agents  he  doesn’t  speak Spanish, 
and cooperated by handing over 
his  ident i f icat ion.
       “Even af ter  he  told  them he 
doesn’t  speak Spanish,  that  wasn’t 
enough for  them to  be  l ike,  ‘oh, 
OK,’”  Kerr i  said.  “ They st i l l  pro-
ceeded to  ask  him for  his  ID whi le 
he  was  in  a  work uniform.” 
       Af ter  the  agents  checked Al i’s 
credent ia ls  against  the  federa l 
database,  Kerr i  told  The Post  they 
informed him he “wasn’t  in  the 
system.” 
       “I  don’t  know i f  that  was  a  l ie , 
because  they look stupid,”  Kerr i 
said,  “ i f  that  was  just  something to 
say  to  breeze  of f  the  inconvenience 
and the  racia l  prof i l ing .” 
       Kerr i  and Al i  are  U.S .-born 

c it izens .  She  posted the  Instagram 
video as  a  warning to  a l l  –  not  just 
Spanish speakers  or  L at inos . 
      “He’s  l ike,  ‘I ’m just  working. 
I ’m just  t r y ing to  do my job,’” 
Kerr i  explained.  “He was  l ike,  ‘I 
understand that  you’re  t r y ing to 
do a  so-ca l led job,  but  the  way that 
they ’re  going about  it  doesn’t  make 
any sense.  They’re  just  randomly 
pul l ing people  over.’” 
       Kerr i  cr it ic ized poor  coordi-
nat ion between agents  dur ing their 
Charlotte  operat ions . 
       “ They’re  just  going up to 
random people  because  they think 
you look a  cer tain  way,”  she  said. 
“ There’s  no ac tua l  system of  orga-
nizat ion,”  referencing numerous 
v ideos  posted to  socia l  media  of 
agents  chasing people  or  pul l ing 
up in  vans  and snatching them of f 
the  st reets . 
       “You just  don’t  know what 
type  of  ICE agent  you’re  gonna 
have.  Maybe one day you have  an 
ICE agent  that  isn’t  aggress ive, 
then you get  some that  are  rea l ly 
aggress ive.” 
       Kerr i  didn’t  expect  her  In-
stagram post ,  which surpassed 
78,000 v iews as  of  Nov.  24 ,  would 
get  so  much tract ion.  S ome view-
ers  commented in  panic ,  s tat ing 

that  they are  l ight-skinned or  have 
biracia l  chi ldren who may be  tar-
geted.  Others  have  been negat ive, 
l ike  one commenter  who wrote  Al i 
“should get  deported.” 
       “You might  not  even be  His-
panic ,  but  i f  you can pass  or  are 
l ight-skinned,  they might  just 
quest ion you anyway,”  Kerr i  said  in 
the  reel .  Kerr i  said  she  bel ieves  Al i 
didn’t  think he’d  be  bothered by 
agents  because  he  isn’t  L at ino or 
undocumented. 
       S ince  then,  U.S .  Rep.  Alma 
Adams,  whose  congress ional  dis-
tr ic t  includes  Charlotte ,  posted a 
bul let in  to  Instagram reels  urg ing 
those  who have faced s imi lar  racia l 
prof i l ing to  contact  her  loca l  of f ice 
at  (704)  344-9950 or  her  Washing-
ton,  D.C. ,  of f ice  (202)  225-1510. 
       “Our community  is  under 
s iege,”  Adams said.  “ICE and bor-
der  patrol  are  roaming this  com-
munity  prof i l ing people,  picking 
people  up,  i t  does  not  matter  who 
you are.” 
Since  last  week,  s tate  and federa l 
of f ic ia ls  have  released conf l ic t ing 
statements  regarding whether  B or-
der  Patrol  agents  are  leaving the 
Charlotte  area .  

by Ky lie  Marsh,  for  C harlotte  Post
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background—can benef it  f rom our 
c ity ’s  growth.
       But  the  work is  far  f rom done. 
In  2026,  we wi l l  sharpen our  focus 
on housing attainabi l ity,  workforce 
development ,  c l imate  res i l ience,  and 
neighborhood revita l izat ion.  We 
wi l l  cont inue improving t ranspar-
enc y,  engaging the  community,  and 
a l igning investments  with  long-term 

equity  goa ls .
       The v is ion is  c lear :  a  Greens-
boro that  is  thr iv ing ,  inclusive,  and 
prepared for  the  future.  Achieving it 
wi l l  take  a l l  of  us—city  government , 
business  leaders ,  community  par t-
ners ,  and res idents  working s ide-by-
s ide.
       The year  ahead wi l l  br ing new 
chal lenges ,  but  a lso  new poss ibi l i -

t ies .  If  we meet  both with the  same 
spir it  of  col laborat ion and determi-
nat ion that  def ines  this  c ity,  Greens-
boro’s  future  wi l l  be  br ight  indeed.

     Here’s  to  bui lding 2026 together.

Nathaniel  ‘ ’ Trey ’’  Davis
Greensboro City  Manager

Gre ensb oro Vision from p age -1

The Gre ensb oro Times top Ten Stories  of  2025 from p age-1
The top ten stories locally, nationally and 
worldwide of interest and concern of Greens-
boro’s African American community is as 
follows:

    The number one ranked story of 2025 was      
    Trump being sworn in as President of
   the United States for a second term in  
   Washington, D.C.  January 20, 2025. Later
   that day Trump signed numerous executive
   orders that included ending policies to  
    correct centuries of racial discrimiation. 
    Executive Orders terminates diversity, 
    equity and inclusion initiatives policies.
    White supremacy thrives when systems of      
    exclusion go unaddressed,
   Trump pardons over 1,500 criminal defen-
   dents who participated on the January 6
   insurrection attempt lead by Trump four 
   years earlier. Most of those pardoned 
   were white supremacists including the  
   neo-Nazi militia Proud Boys and the racist
   far right militia Oath Keepers. Trump’s 
  decision to pardon and release members 
  of racist extremist groups signals the 
  adminisistration will directly support white 
  supremacist and institutional white 
  suspremacy.

    Inflation: Higher prices for goods and ser-
  vices. Rising prices are having a negative 
   impact on local African American   
  household budgets. Like most Americans,
  2025 found Americans paying drastically 
  more for groceries and gasoline. Inflation
  sustained price increases across the  Amer-
  ican economy reducing the buying power of
  each dollar. Most financial experts including

  erone Powell, Chairman of the Federal Re-
serve, have place the blame for inflation                     
on the economic policies of the Trump Ad-
ministration. The Trump Administration 
tariffs policy is a primary factor driving up   
higher prices and inflation. “It’s really tariffs 
that are causing most of the inflation over
overshoot” Powell said after the latest Fed 
meeting in early December of this year.

     The third ranked issue of concern was the  
    United States avoidable irreponsible Gov-
ernment shutdown which ended on Novem- 
    ber 12, the longest US government shut-
    down in history. During the shutdown at   
    least 670,000 federal employees were laid
    off and about 730,000 kept working with 
    out pay. The shutdown occurred because 
     the Republicans in the US Senate refused 
     to extend subsidies for the Affordable 
     Care Act (Obamcare). Some 24 million
     Americans who don’t have insurance
      through their job or a public program 
      like Medicad would lose their health 
      insurance. The Democrats in the US 
      Senate refused to support the Republican    
      short term bill because it would not 
      extend insurance coverage to the 24 
      million people on Obamacare. Eight US 
      Senate Democrats broke ranks and voted
      for the Senate to move forward on com
      compromise legislation that reopen the 
      government Their decision was labeled
      as a “betrayal” and “pathetic” by some
     of the most prominent members of the 
     Democratic Party.

  Greensboro City Council elections. Greens

   boro City Council elections were held No-
  vember 4, 2025. The primary election was
 on October 27, 2025. The winners of 
 the General elections were Marikay Abuzuai-            
ter, Mayor, Denise Roth, Hugh   Holston, and   
Irving Allen At-Large. Crystal Black, won  
District 1, Cecile Crawford won District 2. 
April Parker, District 3, Adam Marshall Dis-
trict 4 and Tammi Thurn won Council seat
District 5. There were three incumbents re  
turning to City Council out of the nine seats.
 Abuzuaiter, former Mayor Pro Tempore, was 
  elected as Mayor. Incumbents Tammi Thurn     
  and Hugh Holston were re-elected to the
  City Council. 
   Important factors to note regarding election 
   rusults is as follows: (a) Robbie Perkins,
   former Mayor of Greensboro is a Republi 
   can and even though Greensboro City
   Council races are non-partisan, the 
   emphsis on party affiliation by local
   Democratic Party activists was a major 
   contributing factor for Perkins lost. The 
   shadow of Trump hanging over Perkins 
   campaign was toxic and a drag on the
   his Campaign.  (b) Sharon Hightower, a 
   12-year incumbent lost to newcomer., 
   Crystal Black. Even though Hightower had 
   a track record of exemplary service to her
   constituents, her vote aganist the removal 
   of toxic poisonous soil out of Greensboro
   was a major contributing factor for her
   loss. © April Parkers’ defeat of
   incumbent Zack Matheny. Parkers hard
   work grass root campaign sealed Matheny’s 
   fate on election day. Greensboro’s Black 
   Political Action Committee, the Simkins
  PAC had long endorsed Matheny’s oppo-

1.

2.

3.

4.   

Cr ystal  Black C e ci le  Craw ford Adam Marshal l Tammi Thurn Apri  Parker

Mari k ay Abuzuaiter Denis e  Roth Hug h Holston Ir v ing Al len

Top Ten Stories  -  p age 8  >
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Interested in Future Transportation Projects? 
 

The Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization invites 
you to learn and provide input on the: 

Draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
 

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING 
January 14, 2026 at 12 noon. Register to attend at 

www.guampo.org.  
 

ONLINE SURVEY 
Submit comments December 19, 2025 - January 19, 2026  

The plans and survey link available at www.guampo.org. Submit 
comments by January 19 or write to:  
                                                              Greensboro Urban Area MPO 

          Attn: 2050 MTP   
       P.O. Box 3136 

              Greensboro, NC 27402-3136 

    We Need Your Input! 

The Greensboro Urban Area MPO  plans 
for our area’s transportation needs,         
including highways, public transportation, 
bicycle, and pedestrian facilities.            
Anyone in need of special  services may 
call (336) 373-3117 one week in advance. 

Need financial assistance to buy your first home? The City 
of Greensboro has a program for that. It’s called Housing 
Connect GSO. 

The program is open to low- and moderate-income 
households with new offerings called “Public Service 
Heroes” and “#100Homes.” 

Check it out at www.greensboro-nc.gov/Homebuyers
and make your dream of homeownership a reality. 

Got Keys?

t ime care  for  our  father.
       L ike  the  Jacksons ,  there  are 
s ibl ings  across  America  who are 
spl itt ing nights  and weekends.  There 
are  spouses ,  sons  and daughters 
l ike  my mother,  brother  Yusef  and 
s ister,  who have  become fu l l - t ime 
nurses .  There  are  nieces ,  nephews 
and neighbors  dr iv ing loved ones  to 
dia lys is  and learning how to  manage 
meds and feeding tubes . 
       The Rev.  Jesse  Jackson with his 
son,  Jesse  Jackson Jr. ,  in  Chicago in 
2021.
As we celebrate  Thanksgiv ing ,  le t  us 
pray  for  the  unpaid caregivers  across 
the  countr y.  The best  way to  g ive 
them thanks  is  to  recognize  the  sca le 
of  what  they do,  the  cost  they bear 
and the  pol ic y  f ixes  that  could sup-
port  them.
       November  is  Nat ional  Fami ly 
Caregivers  Month.  An AARP-Na-
t ional  Al l iance  for  Caregiv ing repor t 
found that  about  63  mi l l ion Amer-
icans  –  nearly  1  in  4  U.S .  adults  – 
provided ongoing care  to  an adult  or 
chi ld  with s igni f icant  hea lth  or  func-
t ional  needs  in  the  past  year.

       For  most ,  this  i s  not  a  weekend 
favor.  Fami ly  caregivers  spend an 
average  of  27  hours  a  week providing 
care,  and nearly  a  quar ter  provide  40 
or  more hours .  It’s  a  fu l l - t ime job.
       Est imates  var y,  yet  the  unpaid 
care  provided by fami ly  members 
can be  measured in  the  hundreds  of 
bi l l ions  of  dol lars  each year  saved in 
hea lth  care  costs  and the  vast  sums 
that  would other wise  be  spent  on 
inst itut ional  care.  As  over inf lated 
and expensive  as  hea lth  care  is  in 
the  United States ,  i t  could be  much 
worse  i f  not  for  unpaid caregivers .
       A widely  c ited AARP est imate 
puts  the  economic va lue  of  unpaid 
fami ly  caregiv ing at  roughly  $600 
bi l l ion a  year.  Even conser vat ive 
est imates  place  the  cost  to  caregivers 
in  lost  wages  and benef its  at  about 
$522 bi l l ion annual ly.  When fami-
l ies  provide  care,  the  countr y  gets  a 
ser vice  worth more than many in-
dustr ies ,  whi le  the  caregivers  them-
selves  get  st ress  and exhaust ion.
The f inancia l  hit  i s  only  par t  of  the 
hardship.  Caregiv ing of ten dr ives 
fami l ies  into  debt ,  forces  reduced 

employment  hours ,  fac tors  into  job 
exits  and erodes  ret irement  sav-
ings .  Many caregivers  spend a  s iz-
able  share  of  their  own income on 
household and medica l  costs  for  the 
person they love.  Many trade career 
advancement ,  S ocia l  S ecur ity  accrual 
and employer  ret irement  benef its  for 
the  unpaid,  indispensable  work of 
keeping and car ing for  a  loved one at 
home.
       These  burdens  fa l l  heavi ly  on 
women who make up the  major ity 
of  caregivers ,  and people  of  color 
and those  of  lower  income who as 
caregivers  more  of ten exper ience  the 
negat ive  f inancia l  e f fec ts .
       The menta l  and physica l  hea lth 
consequences  are  a lso  painful .  Care-
g ivers  repor t  e levated levels  of  emo-
t ional  st ress ,  depress ion and anxiety. 
A recent  synthesis  of  s tudies  shows 
higher  rates  of  depress ion and emo-
t ional  st ress  levels  among caregiv-
ers .  Many neg lec t  their  own hea lth . 
Burnout  and isolat ion are  common.
       The emot ional  weight  of  watch-
ing a  loved one decl ine  and manag-
ing complex medica l  needs  takes  a 

Jess e  Jacks on,  Jr. /C aregiver,  from p age -  1>
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Hel lo,  the  pres ent  Nor th C arolina State  L egislature  is  as  ab out  as  tr i f l ing and 
irresp onsible  as  you c an get .  The only  state  in  the  countr y  that  has  not  p ass e d a 
budget .   Their  priority  has  fo cus e d on gerr y mandering to  undermine demo cra-
c y  to  ke ep p ower,  and p assing laws that  a l lows e ver y  Tom, Dick or  Harr y  to  ow n 
a  gun or  an ars enal  of  weap ons.  But ,  you k now,  the y have  done one thing rig ht 
w hi le  in  R aleig h.  The y p ass e d a  law this  summer to  b an s cho ol  k ids  from using 
cel l  phones  in  s cho ol.  As  f lawe d and irresp onsible  and derel ict  as  the y are,  the y 
got  that  one rig ht .

Guess  What?  The con ar tist ,  l iar  in  chief  in  the  White  Hous e is  getting ready to 
plunge us  into a  war  w ith Venezuela.  I l legal ly  b ombing s o  c a l le d smal l  dr ug b o ats 
and k i l l ing thos e  on b o ard w ithout  verif ic ation of  w ho the y are  and w hether  the y are 
c arr y ing dr ugs  or  f ishing.  What  a  ho ax and a  con job on the  Americ an p e ople.  Most 
off icia l  and US ass essment  identif y  Mexico and C olumbia as  the  primar y countries 
throug h w hich the  largest  amount of  i l legal  dr ugs  come to  Americ a,  esp e cia l ly  co-
c aine and fentany l .  Venezuela  do es  not  traff ic   fentany l  at  a l l .  Wel l ,  w hy Venezuela? 
Real  s imple.  Oi l .  The largest  oi l  mineral  res ource  in  the  world is  Venezuela.  The 
s e cond largest  is  Nigeria .  The lethal  assau lt  at  s ea  and the  bu l ly ing of  Venezuela  is 
not  ab out  Dr ugs,  i t’s  ab out  oi l .  Mone y,  mo mone y and mo mone y and mo mone y for 
Tr ump to raid the  US treasur y for  him and his  fami ly.  Add in tarif fs  re venue and 
you have a  real  treasure  trove.  Venezuela  and war.  What  a  con job.  Oi l  for  Americ an 
blo o d.
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Hel lo,  according to  ne ws rep or ts ,  national  guard Sarah B e ckstrom, w ho was  k i l le d 
on duty,  b el ie ve d her  deploy ment  to  Washington D.C.  was  “p ointless”  according to 
her  former b oy friend.  The National  Guard c an”t  arrest ,  c an’t  p olice  and c an’t  en-
force  the  law in Washington D.C.  Al l  the y  c an do is  wal k  around and pick up trash, 
and garden b e c aus e  there’s  nothing els e  the y c an legal ly  do.  Ke eping them their  isn’t 
s e curity.  Its  p olit ic a l  theater  and its  costing l ives .  And a  judge r u le d the  National 
Guard in  D.C.  is  i l legal  but  this  administration did nothing to  remove them and or-
dere d more guards  in  the  meanw hi le!  The y c annot  do anything us efu l  in  D.C.  Tr ump 
has  b asiccly  made them targets  and its  disgusting!

G o o d afterno on,  Why do s ome p e ople  of  the  opp osite  s ex  think. . . .  w hen s ome one 
smi les  at  you,  or  just  b eing nice,  It  has  to  turn into. . . .The y want  me!! ! . . .What  hap-
p ene d to  just  b eing nice  to  each other?  Why for  s ome p e ople  b eing nice  or  k ind,  
w hy do es  there  have  to  b e  s ome u lterior  motive?

       
Hel lo,  I  just  want  to  s end a  shout-out  and congratu lations  to  a l l  the  c andidates 
ele cte d to  the  Gre ensb oro City  C ounci l  and sworn in  earl ier  this  we ek.  Most  of  the 
counci l  memb ers  ele cte d are  ne wcomers  and w i l l  b e  s er v ing their  f irst  term.   I  am 
excite d ab out  this  ne w counci l ,  the y  have  such v igor  and enthusiasm and s e em s o 
sincere  to  want  to  s er ve  the  cit iz ens  of  Gre ensb oro.  There  is  s ome w hat  of  a  s l ig ht 
generation shift  and this  is  the  f irst  t ime Gre ensb oro w i l l  have  a  majority  Black city 
counci l .  This  counci l  w i l l  b e  interesting to  watch.  Traditional  issues  w i l l  continue 
to  b e  the  fo cus,  but  there  w i l l  b e  t ime and attention de vote d to  thos e  issues  unique 
to  black voters  and taxp ayers  in  Gre ensb oro?  Bing ham Park,  p olice  accountabi l ity 
and fair  and e quitable  contracting opp or tunities  for  Black ow ne d business es  and 
contractors  have  come to  my mind.  There  w i l l  b e  a  learning cur ve  for  the  ne w coun-
ci l  memb ers  but  lo ok ing at  their  community  work and the  track re cord of  communi-
ty  s er v ice  of  thos e  ne w ly  ele cte d,  I  am optimistic ,  I ’m pray ing for  them and I  w ish 
them wel l .

What’s  up G-times.  Ever yone says  love  hur ts ,  but  that  is  not  tr ue.  L oneliness  hur ts . 
Reje ction hur ts .  L osing s ome one hur ts .  Env y hur ts .  Ever yone gets  thes e  things  con-
fus e d w ith love,  but  in  real ity  love  is  the  only  thing in  this  world that  covers  up a l l 
p ain and makes  s ome one fe el  wonderfu l  again.  G o o d morning!
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 E arl  Jones,  Publisher  
 The Gre ensb oro Times          

When the  G overnment  Makes  Pe ople 
Disapp ear,  Afric an Americ ans  Know the 
Danger

       Our Afr ican American exper i-
ence  in  America  teaches  that  law en-
forcement  without  law is  a  warning 
s ign.  From slave  patrols  to  Jim 
Crow pol ic ing ,  f rom chain gangs 
to  COINTELPRO, Black Ameri-
cans  have  repeatedly  exper ienced 
state  power  exercised outs ide  lega l 
restraint .  In  each era ,  author it ies 
just i f ied extraordinar y  measures 
by  claiming necess ity,  secur ity,  or 
publ ic  order.  Slave  patrols  operated 
without  warrants .  Jim Crow arrests 
required no rea l  ev idence or  charges . 
COINTELPRO sur vei l led,  detained, 
and destroyed Black leaders  without 
due process .  Here  in  North Carol ina 
in  1898,  Wilmigton’s  mult iracia l 
democrat ica l ly  e lec ted government 
was  v iolent ly  over thrown whi le 
author it ies  stood by.  Black res idents 
were  murdered,dr iven out  and 
str ipped of  pol it ica l  power-no war-
rants ,  no t r ia ls  and no accountabi l i -
ty.  L awlessness  decided who belongs 
and a  fai lure  to  comply  with the  law 
fol lowed. 
       The lesson is  unmistakable : 
when law enforcement  is  untethered 
f rom law,  Black communit ies  are 
among the  f i rst  to  suf fer—and never 
the  last .  ICE tac t ics  that  involve 
unmarked vehicles ,  unident i f ied 
masked agents ,  and sudden disap-
pearances  revive  this  lagac y.  Afr ican 
Americans  recognize  the  pattern 
because  we have  l ived it . 
       The C onst itut ion’s  promises 
were  forged through Black struggle . 
The 5th and 14th Amendments ,  due 
process  and equal  protect ion exi 
 and equal  protect ion—exist  because 
of  Black res istance  to  arbitrar y  de-
tent ion,  v iolence,  and state  abuse. 

These  r ights  were  not  theoret ica l 
g i f ts ;  they  were  hard-won safeguards 
against  precisely  the  k ind of  un-
checked power  now being normal-
ized.  When government  detains 
people  without  due process ,  i t  i s  not 
merely  v iolat ing immigrant  r ights ,  It 
i s  eroding const itut ional  protect ions 
that  Afr ican Americans  fought  gen-
erat ions  to  secure.  Any weaking  of 
due process  dishonors  that  st ruggle 
and invites  regress ion. 
         Disappearance has  a lways  been 
a  tool  of  racia l  control .  Throughout 
American histor y,  the  disappearance   
of  Black bodies—whether  through 
lynching,  forced labor,  pr ison camps, 
or  secret  detent ions—ser ved a  pol it -
ica l  purpose :  to  terror ize  communi-
t ies  and enforce  obedience.  No pa-
per work,  no explanat ion,  and no 
accountabi l ity.  When  ICE removes 
people  f rom publ ic  v iew without 
t ransparenc y,  i t  ac t ivates  the  same 
mechanism of  fear.  The goal  i s  not 
s imply  enforcement—it  is  deterrence 
through int imidat ion.  Afr ican Amer-
icans  understand this  tac t ic  because 
it  has  been used against  us  for  cen-
tur ies . 
         C ol lec t ive  punishment  and 
racia l ized enforcement  are  nothing 
new.  We know that  law enforcement  
operates  in  a  vacuum. Pract ices  that 
target  one group quick ly  spi l l  over  to 
others—especia l ly  when racia l  pro-
f i l ing  and discret ionar y  power  are 
involved.  Histor y  shows vagranc y 
laws became mass  incarcerat ion, 
“War on Drugs”  became racia l ized 
sur vei l lance,  Stop and Fr isk  became 
unconst itut ional  erosion.  ICE street 
ac t ions  normal ize  suspic ion,  racia l 
prof i l ing ,  and gui lt  by  appearance, 

condit ions  that  Black folk  have  a l-
ways  been forced to  navigate . 
         S i lence  has  never  protected 
Black communit ies .  Ever y  expansion 
of  state  power  in  US histor y  has  
 been just i f ied by target ing a  group 
por trayed as  dangerous ,  disposable , 
or  outs ide  the  nat ional  “we.”  Afr ican 
Americans  know that  accept ing such 
logic  never  leads  to  safety ;  i t  leads 
to  vulnerabi l ity.  S ol idar ity  is  sur viv-
a l .  Afr ican Americans  have  long 
understood that  f reedom is  indiv is i-
ble .  When one group’s  r ights  are 
st r ipped,  others  soon fol low.  That  is 
why Black leaders—from Freder ick 
Douglass  to  E l la  Baker  to  Mart in 
Luther  King Jr.—insisted that  just ice 
cannot  be  se lec t ive.  Opposing ICE’s 
author itar ian tac t ics  is  not  an ac t  of 
char ity  toward immigrants .  It  i s  an 
ac t  of  se l f -preser vat ion rooted in 
histor ica l  wisdom. 
         For  us  as  Afr ican Americans , 
ICE tac t ics  that  involve  disappear ing 
people  of f  the  st reet  without  due 
process  are  not  merely  pol ic y  fai l -
ures—they are  histor ica l  echoes . 
They resemble  the  same structures  of 
unaccountable  power  that  have  been 
used to  pol ice ,  punish,  and control 
Black l ives  s ince  the  nat ion’s  found-
ing. 
       We know where  this  road leads 
because  we have  walked it  before.  A 
democrac y that  tolerates  secret 
arrests  i s  not  st rong;  i t  i s  f rag i le . 
Our histor y  as  a  people  teaches  us 
that  the  f i rst  duty  of  a  people  who 
have  sur vived repress ion is  to  recog-
nize  it  ear ly  and res ist  i t  loudly. 
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nents in the past to oust Matheny from offi  ce 
and endorsed Parker in this year’s General 
election. Th e Simkins PAC endorsed seven of 
the  nine candidates who won their bid for
nine candidates who won their bid for City 

Council. Th e 63 year old Simkins Political 
Action Committee’s  growing infl uence is 
refl ected in the changing demographics of 
Greensboro for the past two decades
decades. According to US Census data for 

5 years  estimate growth since 2020. Whites 
make up 45. 5% of Greensboro’s population, 
 African Americans 42. 4% and Hispanics 8% 
of the city’s population.
    

Gre ensb oro’s  Top Ten Stories  of  the  Year  from p age 1

5. ICE  Immigrat ion enforcement 
deportat ion operat ional  tac t ics  is  a 
major  concern of  c it izens  through-
out  the  countr y.  Since  returning to 
of f ice  in  2025,  U.S .  Pres ident  Don-
a ld  Trump has  taken major  steps  to 
reshape immigrat ion pol ic y  and en-
forcement  in  pursuit  of  his  campaign 
promise  to  execute  “the  largest  do-
mest ic  deportat ion operat ion” in 
U.S .  histor y.  As  par t  of  this  e f for t , 
h is  administrat ion has  carr ied out 

deportat ion f l ights ,  increas ing ly  to 
third countr ies  where  migrants  have 
no exist ing t ies ;  ramped up nat ion-
wide immigrat ion raids ;  and granted 
expanded or  new powers  to  var ious 
federa l ,  s tate ,  and loca l  of f ic ia ls  to 
enforce  domest ic  immigrat ion laws.
However,  the  administrat ion’s 
whole-of-government  approach has 
raised concerns .  S ome lega l  exper ts 
say  Trump is  pushing the  l imits  of 
pres ident ia l  power,  including by 

invoking centur ies-old  statutes  and 
expedit ing deportat ions ,  whi le  im-
migrant  r ights  ac t iv ists  warn that 
the  administrat ion’s  aggress ive  tac-
t ics  have  eroded migrants’  due pro-
cess  protect ions .  Growing cr it ic ism 
of  the  administrat ion’s  immigrat ion 
pol ic y  comes af ter  the  Ju ly  passage 
of  the  One Big  B eaut i fu l  Bi l l  Act 
(OBBBA),  which a l locates  nearly 
$170 bi l l ion to  enforcement  over  the 
next  four  years .

 Maj .  Gen.  Joseph McNei l ,  one of 
the  legendar y members  of  the  A&T 
Four who elec tr i f ied the  Civi l  Rights 
movement  with a  s it - in  that  helped 
lay  the  groundwork for  the  1964 
Civi l  Rights  Act ,  passed away In 
S eptember  of  this  year. .  He was  83.
McNei l  was  one of  the  f ina l  two 
l iv ing members  of  the  A&T Four ; 
Jibreel  Khazan ( formerly  Ezel l  Blair 
Jr. )  i s  now the  only  sur vivor.  David 
Richmond passed away in  1990 and 
Frankl in  McCain in  2014. 
Al l  teenagers  –  McNei l  was  just 
17  –  when they launched the  s it - in 
on Feb.  1 ,  1960,  at  the  downtown 

Greensboro Woolworth’s ,  they  had 
extraordinar y  nat ional  impact .  They 
were  a lso  among numerous  young 
people  who became prominent 
around that  t ime in  the  Civi l  Rights 
Movement ,  including such notable 
f igures  as  John Lewis ,  Ju l ian B ond, 
Diane Nash,  Marion Barr y  and the 
Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  who enrol led at 
North Carol ina  A&T short ly  af ter 
the  A&T Four protest ,  to  name just 
a  few.
Despite  hea lth  chal lenges ,  Maj .  Gen. 
McNei l  came back to  A&T this  past 
Februar y  to  mark the  65th anni-
versar y  of  the  s it - in  at  the  annual 

breakfast  honoring the  A&T Four. 
The audience  at  the  breakfast  gave 
him a  standing ovat ion.
“Joseph McNei land his  fe l low North 
Carol ina  A&T classmates  inspired a 
nat ion with their  courageous ,  peace-
fu l  protest ,  powerful ly  embodying 
the  idea  that  young people  could 
change the  world.  His  leadership 
and the  example  of  the  A&T Four 
cont inue to  inspire  our  students 
today,”  said  Chancel lor  James  R . 
Mart in  II .  “ The North Carol ina  A&T 
fami ly  mourns  his  passage,  but  cel-
ebrates  his  long and incredible  l i fe 
and the  legac y he  leaves  behind.”

6.

L ast  week,  Greensboro’s  Gr imley 
High S chool  wins  two consecut ive 
State  Championships .  Af ter  go-
ing scoreless  in  the  f i rst  quar ter 
and trai l ing 7-0 ,  No.  12  Grimsley 
(Greensboro,  N.C.)  rebounded to 
win its  second straight  Class  7A 
state  championship 24-14 over  Clay-
ton (N.C.)  on last  week at  Kenan 
Stadium.
Five-star  senior  quar terback Faizon 

Brandon threw for  118 yards  and 
a  touchdown whi le  running for  53 
yards  with  a  score.
The future  Tennessee  Volunteer 
star ted 36 games in  his  Whirl ies 
career  and won 35 of  them.  This 
season he  missed nine  games af ter 
an injur y  in  the  season opener.  He 
cont inued his  dominance upon his 
return by complet ing 12 of  his  15 
passes  in  the  postseason v ic tor y.

Brandon is  rated as  the  No.  2  over-
a l l  player  in  the  Class  of  2026 and 
f inished his  career  with  114 tota l 
touchdowns with 8 ,952 yards .  The 
only  loss  in  his  career  was  in  the 
2023 postseason dur ing his  sopho-
more year.  Since  then the  Whirl ies 
have  gone 31-0 with two state  cham-
pionships .

7. On October  22nd,  2025,  North Car-
ol ina  became the  latest  s tate  to  enter 
the  mid-decade redistr ic t ing wars . 
The Republ ican-control led Genera l 
Assembly  passed a  new C ongres-
s ional  map,  shi f t ing the  histor ica l-
ly  Democrat ic  and major ity  Afr i-
can-American 1st  C ongress ional 
Distr ic t ,  represented by Don Davis , 
into  a  more  republ ican leaning con-
f igurat ion.  This  new map has  the 
aim of  shi f t ing the  swing state’s  con-
gress ional  delegat ion f rom 10-4 to 

an 11-3 Republ ican advantage.
However,  this  newly  enacted map 
has  brought  broad cr it ic ism f rom 
many groups  who see  it  as  a  par t i -
san power  grab and di lut ing vot ing 
power  away f rom the  histor ica l ly 
Afr ican-American populat ion in 
Northeastern North Carol ina .  Whi le 
par t isan gerr ymander ing is  con-
s idered lega l  in  North Carol ina  per 
the  state  Supreme C ourt’s  ru l ing in 
2023,  federa l  protect ions  exist  for 
racia l  gerr ymander ing within S ec-

t ion 2  of  the  1965 Vot ing Rights  Act . 
Republ ican leg is lators  have  sought 
to  get  ahead of  potent ia l  lawsuits  by 
blatant ly  admitt ing that  the  map was 
redrawn for  par t isan purposes .  How-
ever,  this  hasn’t  s topped advocac y 
groups  f rom br inging lawsuits  to  the 
table . 
L awyers  with  the  non-prof it  organi-
zat ion For ward Just ice  are  br inging 
a  lawsuit  against  the  Genera l  Assem-
bly  for  di lut ing black representat ion 
in  the  1st  dist r ic t . 

8.

Kendrick L amar’s  Super  B owl  LIX 
ha l f t ime show was  hands  down one 
of  the  Blackest  moments  of  2025. 
In  just  13  minutes ,  he  f l ipped Gi l 
S cott-Heron’s  The Revolut ion Wil l 
Not  B e  Televised,  seemingly  took 
aim at  Trump,  and del ivered a  pow-

er fu l  American stor y.  The per for-
mance paid homage to  Spike  Lee’s 
Bamboozled.  Samuel  L .  Jackson, 
playing the  role  of  Uncle  Sam, 
wasn’t  just  a  jab  at  Drake and the 
industr y—it  was  a lso  a  shot  at  the 
execut ives  and cr it ics  who wanted 

Kendrick to  dia l  down his  re lent-
less  lyr ica l  assault  on Drizzy.  It  even 
took aim at  those  who dismissed L a-
mar as  doing Civi l  Rights  R ap—as i f 
ca l l ing out  injust ice  is  a  bad thing .

9.
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On Februar y  28,  2025,  L aBron James 
broke Karrem Abdul  Jabbar’s  NBA 
S cor ing record.  It  was  a  fade-away 
jumper  ,  not  a  skyhhk Ode to  Ab-
dul-Jabbar  or  one of  his  s ignature 

power  dunks .  James  entered the 
game needing Against  the  Oklahoma 
Thunder  with 38,  352 points ,  need-
ing 36 to  over  take  Jabbar.  L abron 
f inished the  night  with  38 points . 

As  the  game to  a  ha lt  to  celebrate  a 
record many though would never  be 
reached,  a  emot ional  James  broke 
down in  tears .

10.
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The Gre ensb oro Business  L eague in  p ar tnership w ith G o og le  Sp ons ore d “Difference  Makers:  O w n the  Upside: 
Practic al  AI  for  Real  Buusiness es .  The e vent  was  held at  the  Performing Ar ts  C enter  in  Dow ntow n Gre ensb oro 
on De cemb er 4,  2025.  The feature d pres enters  were:  Kel ly  Marble.  national  voice  in  AI  and CEO of  Oean AI,
Nor th C arolina Enter pris e  leader  Doug Sp eig ht ,  CEO, AxNano and Tony Marshal l ,  CEO.  ISGCYBER .  A f ire-
side  chat  s ession of  the  program was  mo derate d by Abrea Armstrong.
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dist inct ive  tol l .
     With an ag ing populat ion –  by 
2030,  projec t ions  suggest  that  more 
than 1  in  5  Americans  wi l l  be  over 
65  –  advancing solut ions  to  a l low 
people  to  age  at  home is  cr it ica l  to 
America’s  economic stabi l ity. 
      Paid  fami ly  and medica l  leave 
would keep people  connected to 
employers  and income dur ing in-
tense  caregiv ing episodes  and reduce 
forced job exits .  Employers  can help 
with f lexible  schedul ing ,  caregiv-
er-f r iendly  benef its  and manager 
t raining so  workers  can ask  for  help 
without  being penal ized.
      We owe dignity  to  caregivers
Caregiver  tax  credits  or  cash st i -
pends  for  low- and middle- income 
fami l ies  would blunt  out-of-pocket 
costs  and debt .  Expanding Medicaid 
and Depar tment  of  Veterans  Af-
fairs- funded programs that  pay fam-

i ly  caregivers  a  modest  wage,  now 
avai lable  in  some states ,  recognizes 
caregiv ing as  work and targets  help 
where  it  i s  most  needed.
      C ongress  should br ing that  pol i-
c y  to  the  federa l  level .
      Caregivers  are  in  cr is is .  How bad 
it  i s  depends on where  you l ive,  new 
data  shows.
      It’s  t ime to  bui ld  a  more  robust 
community  support  inf rastructure. 
We must  increase  funding for  home- 
and community-based ser vices ,  ex-
pand respite  care  so  fami ly  members 
can get  some s leep and tend to  their 
own hea lth ,  and broaden caregiver 
t raining programs so  fami ly  mem-
bers  aren’t  expected to  per form med-
ica l  tasks  without  proper  guidance.
       We should a lso  invest  in  care-
g iver  menta l  hea lth  ser vices  and 
peer  support  networks .  Treat ing 
caregiver  st ress  is  prevent ive  care  for 

fami l ies  and for  our  nat ion’s  hea lth 
system.
      Mora l ly,  we owe dignity  to  those 
who keep loved ones  safe  at  home. 
Pragmat ica l ly,  support ing caregiv-
ers  prevents  hospita l  readmiss ions , 
delays  cost ly  inst itut ional izat ion and 
keeps  exper ienced workers  attached 
to  the  labor  market .  Support ing fam-
i ly  caregivers  is  an investment  that 
pays  America  back in  hea lth ,  socia l 
s tabi l ity  and economic sense.
      To ever y  fami ly  caregiver  read-
ing this :  Thank you and God Bless 
you.  You are  not  fai l ing i f  you strug-
g le .  You are  not  se l f ish  i f  you need a 
break.  There  are  communit ies ,  ser-
v ices  and publ ic  of f ic ia ls  who want 
to  help.  This  immensely  di f f icu lt 
work can and should be  a  bit  eas ier.

Jess e  Jacks on Jr.  from p age -  5

NASCAR lawsuit  ends  w ith s ett lement  w ith Michael  Jordan’s 
race  team

       The NASCAR ant it rust  t r ia l  has 
ended without  an of f ic ia l  winner. 
And without  an of f ic ia l  loser  e ither.
       Michael  Jordan and the  other 
plaint i f fs  sett led with the  sanct ion-
ing body of  stock car  racing ,  ending 
a  f ierce  lega l  batt le  over  whether 
NASCAR has  used ant icompet it ive 
pract ices  and harmed Jordan’s  racing 
team.
       The refusa l  to  sett le  over  the 
past  year  led to  a  showdown in fed-
era l  cour t  between NASCAR and the 
plaint i f fs :  23XI R acing,  co-owned 

by Jordan and dr iver  Denny Ham-
l in ,  and Front  Row Motorspor ts . 
But  on Thursday,  Dec.  11 ,  with  the 
high-stakes  t r ia l  moving closer  to  a 
verdic t ,  the  sett lement  brought  the 
case  to  an abrupt  ha lt  at  U.S .  Dis-
tr ic t  C ourt  of  the  Western Distr ic t 
of  North Carol ina  in  Charlotte .
       Meegan Hol lywood,  an attorney 
with Shinder  Cantor  Lerner  law f irm 
who specia l izes  in  ant it rust  cases , 
told  USA TODAY Sports  on Wednes-
day,  Dec.  10  that  a  sett lement  would 
not  be  a  surpr ise .  The a lternat ive 

was  to  leave  the  outcome in  the 
hands  of  the  jur y.
       “It’s  r isky  on both s ides ,”  Hol ly-
wood said.
        Barak Orbach,  a  professor  at 
the  Univers ity  of  Ar izona with an 
exper t ise  with  ant it rust  law,  told 
USA TODAY Sports  “one poss ibi l ity 
to  consider  is  that  this  ent ire  t r ia l 
(was)  par t  of  negot iat ion strateg y.’’
       The f inancia l  terms of  the  set-
t lement  are  conf ident ia l  and wi l l 
not  be  re leased,  according to  a  joint 
statement .

Josh Peter  and E l len J.  Horrow 
USA TODAY
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Civ i l  r ig hts  attorne y B en Cr ump s cores  $779 
mi l l ion verdict  for  Black fami ly

BLACKPRESSUSA Newswire)  –  In  an 
America  shaped once again by racia l 
host i l i ty  and the  rol lback of  diver-
s ity  protect ions  under  the  Trump 
administrat ion,  renowned c iv i l  r ights 
attorney B enjamin Crump cont inues 
to  force  inst itut ions  to  confront  the 
va lue  of  Black l i fe .  His  latest  v ic to-
r y,  a  $779.3  mi l l ion wrongful  death 
verdic t  for  the  k i l l ing  of  secur ity 
guard Lewis  But ler,  lands  as  a  direc t 
cha l lenge to  a  system that  has  long 
accepted neg l igence  toward Black 
workers  as  an unavoidable  cost  of 
doing business .
       B en Crump with Mrs  Kimberly 
But ler,  the  wife  of  Rev.  Lewis  But ler. 
(Photo C ourtesy  Crump L aw.)
But ler,  51 ,  was  k i l led  dur ing a  2023 
armed robber y  at  an internet  café 
in  Havana,  F la .  Evidence at  t r ia l 
showed that  the  café ,  operated by 
For tune MGT 2023 LLC and Manish 
Kumar Patel ,  fai led to  repor t  a  previ-
ous  armed robber y  on Oct .  25 ,  2023, 
dur ing which a  f i rearm was  stolen. 
The complaint  a l leged that  the  own-
ers  concea led the  earl ier  robber y  be-
cause  managers  a l legedly  knew i l le-
ga l  gambling was  taking place  ins ide. 
The same stolen weapon was  later 
used to  k i l l  But ler  as  he  attempted to 
protect  a  cashier.
       For  his  widow,  Kimberly  But ler, 
the  verdic t  was  only  one par t  of  what 
must  come next .  ‘ There’s  def inite ly 
some changes  needed.  S ome attent ion 

needs  to  be  brought ,”  But ler  said. 
“He put  himsel f  in  the  l ine  of  f i re  to 
save  someone else’s  l i fe .”
       Crump,  who has  been ca l led 
“Black America’s  Attorney Genera l” 
for  the  sweeping impact  of  his  c iv-
i l  r ights  work,  spoke to  the  weight 
of  the  jur y ’s  decis ion.  “ The verdic t 
means  so  much for  di f ferent  rea-
sons ,”  Crump reasoned.  “Obviously, 
we want  to  compensate  the  fami ly  for 
this  monumenta l  loss  that  they suf-
fered,  this  monumenta l  wrong that 
this  jur y  verdic t  helped to  have  a 
monumenta l  r ight .”
       He a lso  noted Kimberly  But ler’s 
determinat ion to  turn her  loss  into 
reform.
       “ The second thing is  Mrs .  Kim-
berly  But ler  test i f ied,  s ince  her 
husband was  murdered,  she’s  doing 
ever ything she  can to  t r y  and get 
these  internet  gambling cafes  shut 
down because  she  thinks  that  they 
are  an invitat ion for  cr iminal  ac t iv i-
ty,”  Crump said.
      The celebrated attorney a lso 
made clear  that  col lec t ing on the 
judgment  wi l l  be  a  f ight  of  i t s  own, 
but  one he  intends  to  pursue relent-
less ly.
       “We absolutely  plan on gett ing 
some compensat ion for  the  fami ly,” 
Crump proclaimed.  “We may have 
to  attach garnishments  and l iens  to 
proper ty  and bank accounts ,  but  we 
are  dogmat ic  in  pursuit  of  making 

sure  we get  compensat ion f rom those 
who the  jur y  fe lt  were  responsible  for 
this  unnecessar y,  t rag ic  death.”
       The nearly  $780 mi l l ion ver-
dic t  s tands  among the  largest  neg l i -
gent-secur ity  wrongful  death awards 
in  Flor ida  histor y.  It  arr ives  dur ing 
a  pol it ica l  moment  in  which feder-
a l  c iv i l  r ights  enforcement  has  been 
weakened and just ice  is  becoming 
harder  to  obtain for  margina l ized 
communit ies .
       Crump’s  impress ive  record dis-
plays  a  consistent  demand for  ac-
countabi l ity.  He has  represented the 
fami l ies  of  Trayvon Mart in ,  Michael 
Brown,  Stephon Clark,  Ahmaud Ar-
ber y,  Breonna Taylor,  George  Floyd, 
the  chi ldren of  F l int ,  and nine  Black 
women in  the  Holtzclaw rape case. 
His  work contr ibuted to  a  $27 mi l-
l ion sett lement  for  the  Floyd fami ly, 
a  $12 mi l l ion sett lement  for  the  Tay-
lor  fami ly,  a  $641 mi l l ion sett lement 
for  Fl int’s  chi ldren,  more  than $200 
mi l l ion in  banking whi le  Black cases , 
and a  $411 mi l l ion verdic t  for  Duane 
Washington.
       His  leadership extends  beyond 
the  courtroom.  Crump recent ly 
pledged $50,000 to  support  the  Black 
Press  of  America ,  s t rengthening in-
st itut ions  that  preser ve  Black histo-
r y,  Black t ruth,  and Black test imony. 
It  i s  one of  many reasons  he  is  widely 
regarded as  Black America’s  Attorney 
Genera l .

by Stac y  M.  Brow n
De cemb er 11,  2025
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      Sherrone Moore’s  decl ine  be-
comes crazier  by  the  day.  Less  than 
two years  af ter  taking over  one of 
the  most  prest ig ious  programs in 
col lege  footba l l ,  Moore  was  f i red 
with cause  by  the  Univers ity  of 
Michigan,  accused of  engaging in 
an inappropr iate  re lat ionship with a 
staf f  member.  Hours  later,  he  was  ar-
rested fol lowing a  pol ice  response  to 
an a l leged assault  near  Ann Arbor. 
By night’s  end,  a  man who had in-
her ited a  nat ional  championship-ca l-
iber  program was  s itt ing in  jai l ,  h is 
future  suddenly  unclear.
       Moore  is  only  39 years  old,  and 
reports  had the  va lue  of  his  coaching 
dea l  near  $30 mi l l ion.  With a  future 
that  once  seemed br ight  now l ike-
ly  c losed,  this  stor y  sounds a l l  too 
fami l iar,  especia l ly  in  recent  years : 
The pattern involv ing Black men, 
white  women,  and profess ional  col-
lapse.
       Take Shannon Sharpe.  Few ath-
letes  have  t ransit ioned into  media 
with  the  k ind of  success  he’s  had. 
Two Super  B owl  r ings ,  a  gold  jacket , 
and then a  second act  that  somehow 
became even bigger.  Af ter  nearly  two 
decades  on te lev is ion,  a  breakout 
run on Skip and Shannon,  Club Shay 
Shay,  Nightcap,  severa l  awards ,  and 
a  st int  on ESPN,  he  had arr ived.  By 
early  2024,  Sharpe was  r icher,  loud-
er,  and more v is ible  than ever.

       Then,  it  a l l  went  down the 
drain.
       Sharpe was  accused of  sexual 
assault  by  Gabr iel la  Zuniga ,  an in-
ternet  model  he  met  when she  was 
19.  The lawsuit  sought  more than 
$50 mi l l ion.  Sharpe denied the  a l-
legat ions ,  ca l l ing the  re lat ionship 
consensual  but  “rocky.”  A sett lement 
was  reached,  and the  case  was  dis-
missed—but  ESPN moved on with-
out  him.  Just  l ike  that ,  the  biggest 
plat form of  his  media  career  disap-
peared.
       With Sharpe’s  s ituat ion,  i t’s 
par t icular ly  saddening because  he 
had f ina l ly  reached his  peak.  Years 
of  credibi l ity,  re levance,  and good-
wi l l  evaporated a lmost  instant ly. 
The relat ionship itse l f  became the 
headl ine,  and whether  the  lega l  case 
ended quiet ly  or  not ,  the  damage 
had a lready been done.
       And of  course,  there’s  Ime Udo-
ka,  whose  stor y  is  s t i l l  ta lked about 
(at  least  within my f r iend group; 
fumbling Nia  Long is  insane) .  In 
2022,  Udoka had the  B oston C elt-
ics  on the  doorstep of  an NBA t it le . 
He was  widely  respected.  Young, 
sharp and one of  the  few Black head 
coaches  in  the  league.  The k ind of 
hire  f ranchises  c laim they want  to 
make more of ten.  Shor t ly  thereaf-
ter,  he  was  suspended for  an ent ire 
season af ter  v iolat ing team pol ic ies 
by  engaging in  an “ improper  re la-

t ionship.”  Udoka lost  his  job,  and his 
re lat ionship with Long ended.  His 
reputat ion took a  hit  that  fol lowed 
him even af ter  he  was  hired by the 
Houston Rockets ,  and could last  for 
the  rest  of  his  career.
       What  makes  these  stor ies  rea l ly 
dishear tening is  imbalance  between 
what  these  men had and how quick-
ly  it  a l l  s l ipped away.  Black men in 
posit ions  of  author ity  a lready op-
erate  under  t ighter  scrut iny.  Their 
mistakes  are  magnif ied,  and their 
second chances  are  fewer.  When a 
white  coach messes  up,  there’s  con-
text .  When a  Black coach messes  up, 
i t’s  over.
       Moore  and Udoka may have  ir-
reparably  damaged themselves ,  and 
they a lso  made it  eas ier  for  inst i -
tut ions  to  hes itate  the  next  t ime a 
Black candidate  comes up.  However, 
none of  this  should absolve  per-
sonal  responsibi l ity.  S el f -disc ipl ine 
matters ,  because  power  requires 
restraint .  These  men had ever ything 
they worked for—legac y,  inf luence, 
f inancia l  secur ity,  or  even a l l  three. 
But  they didn’t  lose  it  because  of 
ta lent  or  e f for t .  They lost  i t  because 
they couldn’t  s it  s t i l l  when it  mat-
tered most .
      And the  cost ,  as  a lways ,  extends 
beyond them.

By Ok la  Jones,  Ess ence  Magazine

Another  R is e,  Another  Fal l :  What  Sherrone Mo ore’s 
Dow nfal l  C an Teach Us
A $30 mi l l ion future  vanishe d overnig ht ,  joining a  grow ing l ist  of  hig h-profi le  implosions  w ith 
fami l iar  themes

Shannon Shar p e

Ime Udok a
Sherrone Mo ore
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Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 
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       Cuddl ing and hugging aren’t  just 
warm gestures  research shows they 
of fer  rea l  benef its  for  both emot ional 
and physica l  hea lth .
       When people  share  comfort ing 
touch,  the  body releases  oxytocin, 
somet imes  ca l led the  “feel-good 
hormone.”  This  chemica l  boost  pro-
motes  a  sense  of  safety,  connect ion, 
and ca lm.  At  the  same t ime,  levels  of 
cor t isol  the  hormone l inked to  st ress 

natura l ly  decl ine,  helping ease  ten-
s ion,  boost  mood,  and support  emo-
t ional  ba lance.
       Regular  af fec t ionate  contact  can 
even support  physica l  hea lth .  It  may 
help  lower  blood pressure  and hear t 
rate ,  reduce inf lammation,  and g ive 
the  immune system a  gent le  boost . 
These  ef fec ts  show how deeply  con-
nected our  emot ional  world  is  to  our 
physica l  wel lbeing .

       In  a  t ime when many people 
feel  s t ressed or  disconnected,  s imple 
ac ts  l ike  hugging loved ones ,  hold-
ing hands ,  or  spending t ime close 
to  the  people  you care  about  can 
make a  meaningful  di f ference.  Smal l 
moments  of  connect ion can help 
st rengthen relat ionships ,  l i f t  your 
mood,  and support  a  hea lthier,  hap-
pier  l i fe . 

Hugging and Cudd ling,  c an re duce Depression,  c a lm 
Anxiety  and strengthen the  Immune System natural ly
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