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Greensboro Town Hall Meeting High-
lights 40 Day Target Boycott Over DEI 
Roll Backs 

p age 3,  L isa  Johns on Tonk ins  >

      Governor  Josh Ste in 
has  appointed Lisa  John-
son-Tonkins  to  the  Super ior 
C ourt  in  Judic ia l  Distr ic t 
24A,  (Apri l  16th)  f i l l ing  the 
vacanc y created by the  ret ire-
ment  of  Judge Lora  Cubbage.
       Johnson-Tonkins  previ-
ously  ser ved as  the  e lec ted 
clerk  of  Super ior  C ourt  in 
Gui l ford C ounty.
       According to  the  North 
Carol ina  Of f ice  of  the  Gover-
nor  release,  her  appointment 
was  announced yesterday and 
fol lows more than a  decade 

L isa  Johns on-Tonk ins 
App ointe d as  Sup e-
rior  C our t  Judge in 
Gui lford C ounty by 
G overnor Stein

(L_R) Re v.  Gregor y Dr umw rig ht  and Attorne y B en Cr ump

Tow n Hal l  Panelists(L-R)  Re v.  Gregor y Dr umw rig ht ,  NC S en.Natal ie  Murddo ck,  Attor-
ne y B en Cr ump,  C ommentator  Bak ari  S el lers ,  NCA&T Profess or  L eah Har p er  and Re v. 
Verenander  Hug hes,  Pastor  G enesis  Baptist  C hurch

      On Apri l  17 ,  loca l 
leaders  and c it izens ,  led 
by  Rev.  Gregor y Drum-
wright ,  held  a  Town Hal l 
meet ing and other  ac-
t iv it ies  marking the  the 
40th day of  the  40 day 
boycott  against  Target  for 
the  company’s  rol l  back 
of  Divers ity,  Equity  and 
Inclusion (DEI)  programs.       
In  Greensboro and nat ion-

a l ly  thousands  of  people 
s igned up to  boycott  Tar-
get  last  month af ter  the 
retai l  g iant  decided to  rol l 
back on its  DEI init ia-
t ives .  And it  seems to  have 
worked.
       The boycott  against 
Target  came in  March 
af ter  Black faith  leaders 
ca l led their  congregat ions 
to  do a  “ Target  Fast”  for 

40  days  for  Lent ,  in  hopes 
the  company would re-
verse  course  on gutt ing 
their  divers ity,  equity  and 
inclusion init iat ives .
       And the  fast  wasn’t 
the  only  ca l l  to  boycott 
the  company.
       In  Februar y,  a  nat ion-
a l  Target  boycott  in  honor 
of  Black Histor y  Month 
was  led by Minnesota 

Target  B oycott ,  p age 4
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by Joyce  Olando,  USA Network/
The Gre ensb oro Times/e dit
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       The last  l iv ing l ink of  my fam-
i ly ’s  s tor y  of  or ig in in  antebel lum 
S outhern Virg inia  died at  age  105 a 
few years  ago.
       My grandmother,  Mamie Todd, 
was  born in  1916.  Her  grandparents 
were  born into  s laver y.  She fought 
Jim Crow.  She stood up for  Black 
teachers  and students  in  a  segregated 
school  system in which she  taught  in 
her  early  career.  She  supported my 
mom when,  at  12 ,  she  s igned on as  a 
named plaint i f f  in  one of  the  feeder 
cases  to  Brown v.  B oard of  Educa-
t ion.  And she  stood by my mom ev-
er y  step of  the  way when three  years 
af ter  that ,  my mom helped desegre-
gate  her  high school .
       That’s  the  k ind of  st rength I 
come f rom.  That’s  the  k ind of  histor y 
it  seems the  Trump administrat ion 
now wants  to  erase.
       The Washington Post  and other 
out lets  are  repor t ing that  the  Trump 
administrat ion’s  scorched-ear th 
campaign to  purge  divers ity,  equi-
ty  and inclusion f rom ever y  corner 
of  our  federa l  government  has  now 
spread into  the  hear t  of  the  Nat ional 
Park S er vice  (NPS) .  Web pages  about 
s laver y  and the  Underground R ai l -
road have  been edited to  downplay 
the  bruta l  rea l ity  of  bondage and the 
contr ibut ions  of  Black leaders .  The 
photo of  Harr iet  Tubman that  for 
years  greeted v is itors  to  an NPS page 
about  the  Underground R ai lroad has 
been deleted.  A web page  about  the 
Niagara  Movement  — a  precursor 
to  the  NAACP founded in  1905 by 
W.E.B.  Du B ois  — was  rewritten.  A 
statement  about  the  group’s  “renewed 
sense  of  resolve  in  the  st ruggle  for 
f reedom and equal ity”  was  shor tened 
s imply  to  a  “renewed sense  of  re-
solve.”

      Heroic  Americans  gave  their 
l ives  f ight ing for  f reedom and equal-
ity.  Now,  the  Trump administrat ion 
is  t r y ing to  edit  those  ver y  words  out 
of  the  of f ic ia l  American stor y.
       S ome say  these  changes  are  mi-
nor.  I  say  they are  surgica l .  They are 
subt le ,  yes  — but  profoundly  dam-
aging.  As  one histor ian put  it ,  these 
edits  suggest  that  racism no longer 
needs  to  be  confronted in  America . 
And that’s  the  point .
       This  is  not  about  saving space 
on a  government  website .  It  i s  about 
shr inking the  stor y  of  who we are  as 
a  people.
       S ome Park S er vice  employees 
who edited the  websites  say  they 
made the  changes  out  of  fear.  Others 
were  s imply  guess ing what  the  ad-
ministrat ion wanted.  When workers 
are  delet ing key f igures  and events  in 
Black histor y  without  being told,  just 
to  stay  safe  in  their  jobs ,  we are  in 
dangerous  terr itor y.
      We’ve  seen this  before.  L ast 
month,  we learned that  Defense 
S ecretar y  Pete  Hegseth’s  DEI purge 
at  the  Pentagon included delet ing 
photos  and posts  about  the  Tuske-
gee  Airmen.  That  hit  home.  Two of 
my grandfather’s  f i rst  cousins  were 
Tuskegee  Airmen.  Those  men r isked 
ever ything for  a  countr y  that  t reated 
them as  second-class  c it izens  — and 
now this  administrat ion is  re luctant 
to  g ive  them even a  photo and a  cap-
t ion.
       They even removed a  web page 
about  Jackie  Robinson’s  mi l itar y 
ser vice.  They later  said  it  was  a  “mis-
take.”  But  when you see  how wide 
this  purge  has  spread,  i t  s tar ts  to 
look less  l ike  a  mistake  and more 
l ike  a  miss ion.
       A recent  execut ive  order  f rom 

Pres ident  Trump set  i t s  s ights  on the 
Smithsonian.  He is  target ing the  ver y 
museums created to  te l l  the  fu l l  s tor y 
of  our  countr y.  What  does  this  mean 
for  the  ver y  existence  of  the  Nat ional 
Museum of  Afr ican American His-
tor y  and Culture?  Or the  Nat ional 
Museum of  the  American Indian?
       What  happens  to  t ruth when it 
i s  inconvenient  to  power?
      We cannot  re ly  on ora l  t radit ion 
a lone.  Our histor y  deser ves  perma-
nence.  It  deser ves  pages  and plaques 
and nat ional  monuments  and memo-
r ia ls .  It  deser ves  of f ic ia l  recognit ion, 
not  redact ion.
       I  think of  my fami ly ’s  own sto-
r y  — the  par ts  that  were  bur ied for 
generat ions .  I ’m descended f rom the 
main Black leader  of  the  Readjusters , 
a  mult iracia l  pol it ica l  movement  that 
br ief ly,  but  ver y  successfu l ly,  gov-
erned post-Reconstruct ion Virg in-
ia .  They were  le f t  out  of  the  histor y 
books  for  more  than a  centur y.  Not 
because  they were  not  important ,  but 
because  they were.
Histor y  is  power.  That’s  why they are 
going af ter  it .
       The Trump administrat ion’s 
attacks  are  not  about  race-bl ind 
pol ic y.  They are  about  race-based 
erasure.  They support  monuments  to 
those  who fought  to  preser ve  s laver y 
whi le  censor ing stor ies  of  res istance. 
That’s  not  color-bl indness .  That’s 
complic ity.
       It  should not  have  to  keep being 
said  over  and over  again,  but  we wi l l 
not  le t  them diminish our  communi-
t ies’  contr ibut ions  or  deny our  place 
in  the  American stor y.  We are  st i l l 
here.  And l ike  the  men and women of 
the  Niagara  Movement ,  we renew our 
sense  of  resolve.  Our resolve  is  rea l . 
And it  i s  r is ing .

The Histor y  The y Fear  Is  the 
Tr uth We C arr y

Harriet  Tubman

by B en Jealous,  The Afric an Americ an Voice
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       House  Democrat ic  Leader  Ha-
keem Jef f r ies  and S enator  C or y 
B ooker  concluded a  12-hour s it - in 
Sunday evening on the  steps  of  the 
U.S .  Capitol ,  ra l ly ing Americans  to 
oppose  deep cuts  to  Medicaid,  S o-
cia l  S ecur ity,  and v ita l  safety  net 
programs proposed by Pres ident 
Donald Trump and Republ ican lead-
ers .  The demonstrat ion began at 
sunr ise ,  with  Jef f r ies  and B ooker 
l ivestreaming a  conversat ion across 
TikTok,  Instagram,  Facebook,  X, 
and YouTube,  urg ing Americans  to 
speak out  against  what  they ca l led a 
“cruel”  and “reck less”  budget .  O ver 
the  course  of  the  day,  they  were 
joined by faith  leaders ,  ac t iv ists , 
union leaders ,  exper ts ,  and lawmak-
ers ,  many of  whom warned about 
the  rea l-world  impact  of  the  pro-
posed cuts .  “Budgets  are  more than 
just  numbers  in  a  spreadsheet—they 
are  mora l  documents ,”  B ooker  said. 
“ They revea l  what  we va lue,  who we 
protect ,  and what  we stand for.  Re-
publ icans  in  C ongress  are  proposing 
cuts  that  wi l l  take  food f rom chi l-
dren,  hea lthcare  f rom the  s ick ,  and 
dignity  f rom those  a lready strug-
g l ing .  It’s  wrong.  To stop it ,  we a l l 
must  say  so—clearly,  courageously, 
and together.”
       Je f f r ies  warned that  the  pro-

posed cuts  would devastate  seniors , 
fami l ies ,  and vulnerable  commu-
nit ies .  “Republ icans  are  crashing 
the  economy in  rea l- t ime,”  he  said. 
“Now,  they want  to  jam a  reck less 
budget  down the  throats  of  the 
American people  that  wi l l  end Med-
icaid  as  we know it ,  destroy S ocia l 
S ecur ity,  and r ip  food f rom the 
mouths  of  chi ldren,  seniors ,  and 
veterans .  As  Democrats ,  we’re  go-
ing to  cont inue to  stand on the  s ide 
of  the  American people  and we wi l l 
not  rest  unt i l  we bur y this  reck less 
Republ ican budget  in  the  ground.” 
The s it - in  was  t imed with C ongress 
returning f rom a  two-week recess , 
as  Republ ican leaders  push for ward 
a  budget  containing more than $1.5 
t r i l l ion in  spending cuts ,  paired 
with tax  cuts  and funding for  bor-
der  pr ior it ies .  House  Speaker  Mike 
Johnson has  assured centr ist  Re-
publ icans  that  Medicaid  and S ocia l 
S ecur ity  would be  preser ved,  but 
Democrats  maintain that  the  sca le  of 
cuts  required would inevitably  gut 
these  programs.
       Throughout  the  day,  f igures 
such as  American Federat ion of 
Teachers  Pres ident  R andi  Weing-
ar ten,  c iv i l  r ights  attorney Maya 
Wiley,  Rev.  Wil l iam Barber  II ,  and 
others  joined the  s it - in .  S enators 

Chris  C oons,  R aphael  Warnock, 
Angela  Alsobrooks ,  L isa  Blunt  Roch-
ester,  and Representat ives  Eman-
uel  Cleaver,  Sarah McBride,  Mark 
Takano,  Tom Suozzi ,  Sydney Kam-
lager-Dove,  Steven Horsford,  Suhas 
Subramanyam,  Emily  R andal l ,  Sarah 
El f reth,  and Delegate  Stacey  Plas-
kett  a lso  par t ic ipated.  Wiley  shared 
personal  stor ies  of  Americans  who 
would suf fer  under  the  proposed 
cuts .  “ The cuts ,  when we’re  ta lk ing 
about  cuts ,  people  bleed and we 
should put  names behind them,”  Wi-
ley  said.  “You know,  Sarah in  S outh 
Dakota  had a  son who had se izures 
one to  f ive  t imes  a  day and had to 
quit  her  job to  t r y  to  save  her  son. 
It  i s  Medicaid  that  helps  pay for  her 
hea lth  care  to  do that .  Or  Jasmine 
in  Alabama,  in  Tusca loosa ,  with  two 
kids ,  who was  taking care  of  other 
people’s  chi ldren when she  fe l l  and 
became disabled,  and it’s  Medicaid 
that  was  taking care  of  her.”  B ooker 
said  Democrats  must  move beyond 
“business  as  usual”  and f ind new 
ways  to  confront  injust ice .  “We can’t 
keep doing things  l ike  business  as 
usual ,”  he  said.  “Speaking out  and 
speaking up is  how we wi l l  convince 
four  Republ icans  in  the  House  and 
S enate  to  do the  r ight  thing and vote 
no.”

Demo crats  Hake em Jeffries  and C or y B o oker 
L ead Day long C apitol  Sit-In at  U.S.  C apitol

Stac y M.  Brow n
Publishe d:  28  Apri l  2025
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< L isa  Johns on Tonk ins  from p age 1  >
of  ser vice  in  the  Gui l ford C ounty 
court  system.
       She  br ings  with  her  exper ience 
in  court  administrat ion and lega l 
procedures .

       Johnson-Tonkins  earned her 
undergraduate  degree  f rom North 
Carol ina  A&T and a  law degree  f rom 
North Carol ina  C entra l  Univers ity 

S chool  of  L aw.
       Her  educat ion and profess ional 
background have prepared her  for 
the  responsibi l it ies  of  the  Super ior 
C ourt .
       Governor  Ste in  stated in  the 
same release,  “L isa  has  ser ved Gui l-
ford C ounty  faithfu l ly  for  over  a 
decade.  Her  judgement  and exper i-
ence  are  inva luable ,  and I  look for-
ward to  her  ser vice  on the  bench.” 
Johnson-Tonkins  wi l l  now begin her 
dut ies  as  a  Super ior  C ourt  judge, 
cont inuing her  ser vice  in  the  state’s 
judic ia l  system.
        Greensboro’s   Simkins  PAC 
supported Tonkins  appointment  and 
sent  a  le ter  to  Governor  Ste in  rec-
ommending her  appointment  to  the 
posit ion.  Attorney Steve  B owden, 
Chairman of  the  PAC,  sent  a  le ter  to 
the  Governor  stat ing in  par t ,  “Please 
be  advised that  the  George  C.  Sim-
kins  Memoria l  Pol it ica l  Act ion C om-
mittee  with  great  enthusiasm en-
doses  the  candidac y of  L isa  Johnson    
Tonkins  for  a  gubernator ia l  apport-
ment  to  the  Super ior  C ourt  for  the 
24A Judicia l  Distr ic t .”B owden touted 

her  exper ience,  excel lent  per for-
mance as  Gui l ford C ounty ’s  Clerk 
of  C ourt  and community  support 
in  mult iple  e lec t ions  for  Clerk of 
C ourt .

  

“Ms.  Johnson has  ser ved the  commu-
nity  in  the  pr ivate  pract ice  of  law as 
wel l  as  working as  Distr ic t  Attorney. 
This  backgroud provided exper ience 
in  cr iminal  and c iv i l  pract ice ,  there-
fore  she  would have  a  broader  expe-
r ience  of  these  areas  necessar y  to  be 
a  competent  Super ior  C ourt  Judge” 

Attorne y Ste ve  B owden,  C hairman
     Simpk ins  Memorial  PAC
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<  -  Target  B oycott  from p age 1  >
act iv ists .  And a  L at ino Freeze  move-
ment  urges  L at inos  to  stop spending 
money at  Target  and other  major 
retai lers  that  cut  init iat ives .  B oth are 
st i l l  ongoing boycotts ,  pushing peo-
ple  to  change where  they spend their 
money.
     Whi le  the  company hasn’t  re-
versed course  on the  DEI init iat ives 
it  cut ,  the  fast  seems to  have  worked 
in  stemming the  company’s  foot  t raf-
f ic ,  according to  repor ts  f rom CNN.
       Leaders  of  the  boycotts  bel ieve 
that  they are  having the  ef fec t  they 
want ,  point ing to  dipping stock pr ic-
es  and data  showing a  decl ine  of  on-
l ine  and in-person act iv ity  at  Target 
and other  targeted companies .  But 
other  data  shows a  di f ferent  stor y.
       B efore  the  Target  boycott  s tar t-
ed,  the  company was  star t ing to  see 
a  s lump in stock pr ices .  On Jan.  31 , 
shares  c losed at  $137.91.  By Apri l 
16 ,  i t  plunged to  $90.46,  down 
34.4%.
       According to  repor ts  f rom USA 
TODAY, Placer.ai ,  a  f i rm that  uses 
locat ion analyt ics  to  est imate  in-per-
son store  t raf f ic ,  saw large  decreases 
in  foot  t raf f ic  at  Target ,  Walmart , 
B est  Buy and Starbucks  dur ing the 
boycott  phases .  But  spending data 
analys is  s ite  Cardlyt ics  saw “no ma-
jor  shi f ts  that  suggest  widespread 
pul lback or  sustained impact  f rom 
boycotts .”
      Target  had the  biggest  hit  to  it s 
in-person traf f ic ,  down as  much as 
8 .10% one week in  Februar y,  accord-
ing to  repor ts  f rom Placer.ai .

When did the  Target  boycott  s tar t?

       Georgia  Pastor  Dr.  Jamal-Harr i-
son Br yant  of  New Bir th  Miss ionar y 
Bapt ist  Church in  Stonecrest ,  Geor-
g ia ,  ca l led on Black faith  leaders  to 
implore  their  congregat ions  to  go on 
a  “ Target  Fast”.
       Br yant  ca l led Target’s  change in 
DEI init iat ives  a  “s lap in  the  face,”  in 
an inter view with USA TODAY.
       “Black people,  on average, 
spend $12 mi l l ion a  day at  Target ,” 
Br yant  said.  “ The fac t  of  the  mat-
ter  is  that  Target  made a  pledge to 
our  community  af ter  the  k i l l ing  of 
George  Floyd of  $2  bi l l ion into  Black 
business  and when the  administra-
t ion changed,  they disavowed as  i f 
i t  never  happened.  The pledge was 
never  made under  DEI or  af f i rmat ive 
ac t ion.  It  was  out  of  decenc y and to 
humanity.  To walk  away f rom it  i s 
insult  to  injur y.”
       The fast  s tar ted on Ash Wednes-
day which was  on March 5 ,  and 
ca l led for  people  to  not  buy anything 
f rom Target  through Lent  for  40 
days ,  ending Apri l  17 .
       Br yant  ca l led for  100,000 peo-
ple  to  take  on the  fast ,  110,000 an-
swered.  It  has  a lso  been shared on 
socia l  media  plat forms encouraging 
others  to  stand with the  group.

When did Target  stop its  DEI  pro-
grams?

      Target  was  one of  mult iple  com-
panies  that  rol led back on its  DEI 
init iat ives  in  Januar y.  The Minne-
apol is-based company was  met  with 
harsh cr it ic ism in the  move f rom 
some who noted the  company’s  rep-
utat ion for  inclusiveness  helped it 

att rac t  a  younger,  more  diverse  con-
sumer base.

       Are  other  retai lers  being boy-
cotted for  rol l ing back DEI init ia-
t ives?

       S ince  the  economic blackout  on 
Feb.  28 ,  socia l  media  has  been f i l led 
with messages  to  boycott  other  com-
panies .
       The People’s  Union USA,  an 
organizat ion star ted by John Swartz , 
who organized the  one-day blackout , 
has  sent  the  message  out  to  expand 
its  boycott  e f for ts .  B oycotts  so  far 
include:
Amazon f rom March 7-14
Nest le  f rom March 21-28
Walmart  f rom Apri l  7-14
A second,  broader  economic black-
out  on Apri l  18
(Ongoing)  Genera l  Mi l ls  boycott 
that  star ted Apri l  21  and ends  Apri l 
28

      For  S chwarz ,  the  boycotts  have 
been working.  His  data?  The support 
he  and The People’s  Union are  re-
ceiv ing v ia  socia l  media  and reports 
f rom shoppers  who have  been par t ic-
ipat ing .
      “I  s t i l l  bel ieve  economic res is-
tance  –  us  withholding our  money 
–  target ing speci f ic  corporat ions ,  i s 
our  greatest  weapon.  And now with 
things  that  are  going on f inancia l ly 
and economica l ly,  fami l ies  should 
be  par taking in  economic res istance 
just  to  save  a  l i t t le  money for  them-
selves  r ight  now for  what’s  coming,” 
S chwarz  told  USA TODAY.
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The Great  White  Heist :  Tr ump’s  Plan 
To Bank r upt  Americ a  On Pur p os e
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Publisher’s View

       This  isn’t  reform.  It’s  a  ca lculat-
ed demolit ion job.  Trump and Musk 
are  cret ing a  system where  publ ic 
ser vice  is  punished and pol it ica l 
loya lty  is  rewarded.There’s  a  heist 
happening in  Washington,  D.C. ,  and 
we’re  a l l  witnesses .  The instabi l i -
ty  coming f rom the  White  House  is 
nothing but  a  st rateg ic  takedown of 
the  American economy by Donald 
Trump,  E lon Musk,  and their  bi l l ion-
aire  cronies ,  des igned to  bankrupt 
those  who oppose  them and enr ich 
Trump’s  inner  c ircle .  This  isn’t  pol it -
ica l  theor y  — it’s  economic warfare.
       Trump’s  recent  tar i f f  s tunt  is 
just  the  latest  move in  a  broader 
scheme.  On Apri l  2 ,  he  dropped a 
104% tar i f f  on Chinese  goods  and 
had the  audacity  to  label  i t  “L iber-
at ion Day.”  But  Wal l  Street  wasn’t 
celebrat ing — investors  lost  bi l l ions . 
And yet ,  hours  af ter  his  Truth S ocia l 
post  urg ing Americans  to  “BUY!! !” 
stocks ,  he  hit  pause  on the  tar i f fs , 
and the  market  rebounded by nearly 
3 ,000 points .  C onvenient  for  anyone 
who heard the  dog whist le  and made 
a  k i l l ing .  That’s  not  leadership;  i t’s 
s tock manipulat ion in  rea l  t ime.
       Democrats  are  now ca l l ing for 
invest igat ions  into  whether  Trump, 
his  fami ly,  or  his  a l l ies  t raded on 
ins ider  informat ion.  Meanwhi le ,  the 
White  House  cont inues  to  play  dumb 
and ignorant  of  the  law,  dismiss ing 
it  as  a  coincidence.  But  le t’s  be  rea l ; 
i f  this  were  any other  administra-
t ion,  someone would’ve  a lready been 
f ired — i f  not  indic ted.
       And behind it  a l l ?  The Her itage 
Foundat ion’s  Projec t  2025,  a  900-
page manifesto  des igned to  dis-
mant le  the  federa l  government  and 
rewire  it  for  author itar ian control . 

Trump claims he  doesn’t  know any-
thing about  it ,  despite  the  fac t  that 
his  own vice  pres ident  has  connec-
t ions  to  it  as  wel l . 
     Now enter  E lon Musk,  who’s  been 
tapped to  run the  Depar tment  of 
Government  Ef f ic ienc y (D O GE) — 
because  apparent ly  this  dystopian 
horror  show needed a  Si l icon Val-
ley  super vi l lain  — and is  seemingly 
execut ing Projec t  2025’s  bluepr int  at 
l ightning speed:  f i r ing over  280,000 
federa l  workers ,  gutt ing agencies 
l ike  the  C onsumer Financia l  Protec-
t ion Bureau (CFPB),  and hol lowing 
out  Medicare,  S ocia l  S ecur ity,  and 
Medicaid.
The impact  is  devastat ing .  These 
cuts  don’t  just  touch Washington; 
they hur t  rea l  people  across  the 
countr y.  Nearly  80% of  federa l  em-
ployees  l ive  outs ide  D.C. ,  and their 
work supports  essent ia l  ser v ices  we 
a l l  depend on.  The Educat ion De-
par tment’s  a lready cut  nearly  ha l f  i t s 
workforce.  Health  and Human S er-
vices  is  s lashing 20,000 jobs .  Even 
the  IRS is  chopping 75% of  it s  c iv i l 
r ights  team. 
       But  it’s  not  just  Washington. 
According to  a  sur vey f rom the  Na-
t ional  Federat ion of  Independent 
Business  (NFIB) ,  smal l  business 
opt imism receded in  March to  97.4 , 
below the  51-year  average  of  98  and 
wel l  below the  reading of  101.3  that 
analysts  had ant ic ipated.  Meanwhi le , 
the  net  percentage  of  business  own-
ers  expect ing improved condit ions 
dropped by 16 points  f rom Februar y 
to  a  net  negat ive  21%.  This  marks 
the  third st raight  monthly  decl ine 
and the  steepest  monthly  drop 
s ince  December  2020.  Penn Whar-
ton Budget  Model  (PWDM) projec ts 

Trump’s  latest  tar i f fs  would reduce 
GDP by about  8% and wages  by  7%. 
A middle- income household faces  a 
$58,000 l i fe t ime loss . 
       Musk’s  D O GE has  a lso  taken 
direct  aim at  agencies  they label 
“too woke”—eliminat ing DEI of f ices , 
f reezing hir ing ,  and fast- t racking the 
“S chedule  F”  process  in  the  author-
itar ian handbook,  which lets  them 
f ire  career  profess ionals  and replace 
them with pol it ica l  loya l ists .  It’s  not 
about  e f f ic ienc y,  i t’s  about  control .
       This  isn’t  reform.  It’s  a  ca lculat-
ed demolit ion job.  Trump and Musk 
are  creat ing a  system where  publ ic 
ser vice  is  punished and pol it ica l  loy-
a lty  is  rewarded.  And they’re  doing 
it  in  broad day l ight ,  backed by the 
ver y  same bi l l ionaires  who benef it 
f rom economic chaos .
       They’ve  turned democrac y into 
a  stock t icker  where  ever y  post ,  ev-
er y  pol ic y  reversa l ,  and ever y  agenc y 
gutted is  a  chance for  someone in 
the  know to  get  r icher  whi le  working 
fami l ies  fa l l  fur ther  behind.  Whi le 
we’re  distracted by the  chaos ,  l ike 
the  inappropr iate  posts  on the  of f i -
c ia l  White  House  Instagram account 
mocking immigrants ,  Projec t  2025 is 
marching for ward,  unchecked.
       This  is  more  than pol it ica l  the-
ater,  i t’s  a  host i le  takeover,  and to 
f ight  back,  we need to  ca l l  i t  what  it 
i s  and demand our  representat ives 
stop it . 
       B ecause  i f  we don’t ,  i t  won’t  just 
be  the  economy that  col lapses .  It’ l l 
be  the  ent ire  foundat ion of  our  de-
mocrac y and our  world  as  we know 
it .

Tiffany Hami lton
Guest  C olumnist
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G o o d morning,  oh how s ome p e ople  in  leadership c an tw ist  and turn upside  dow n 
real ity  and the  tr uth is  amazing to  me.  I  was  reading yesterday,  the  PTI Air p or t 
p e ople  w ho are  in  charge were  a l l  excite d ab out  the  fact  that  PTI Air p or t  was 
name d in Ne wswe ek public ation as  one of  the  top ten smal l  air p or ts  in  the  coun-
tr y.  The ke y  word is  smal l .  This  do es  not  have  to  b e.  40  years  ago,  PTI was  the 
env y of  Nor th C arolina.  It  was  a  b o oming active  air p or t ,  was  a  major  air p or t  hub 
w here  you cou ld get  a  dire ct  f l ig ht  out  of  Gre ensb oro to  practic al ly  any city  in 
the  countr y.  But  now,  four ty  years  later,  travel ing from PTI is  a  headache.  Yeah, 
PTI has  easy  p ark ing and quick l ines  b e c aus e  ver y  fe w lo c als  in  the  Triad us e  PTI 
Air p or t  for  air  travel .  L eav ing out  of  PTI usual ly  means that  you have no dire ct 
f l ig hts  to  any city  throug hout  the  countr y  and prob ably  one or  more stop overs  at 
other  air p or ts  b efore  reaching your f inal  destination.  It’s  t ires ome and irritating. 
That’s  w hy most  Triad travelers  drive  to  C harlotte  or  Durham for  a  dire ct  f l ig ht 
to  their  c ity  of  destination.  Instead of  the  pres ent  PTI leadership celebrating  
and p atting each other  on the  b ack,  the y shou ld have  a  v ision and craft  a  strateg y 
to  re  establish PTI as  a  major  air p or t  hub in  Nor th C arolina and the  east  co ast . 
Maintaining the  status  quo is  not  accepte d. 

What-  up G-  Times,  Do es  anyone k now w hich p age of  the  Bible  explains  how to 
turn water  into w ine?  Just  ask ing for  a  fr iend,  you k now.

Hel lo,  p e ople  pleas e  don’t  assume p e ople  end up homeless . . .b e c aus e  the y wake up 
one morning and de cide  that’s  their  go al . . . their  intention. . .We a l l  may b e  only  a 
couple  of  lost  p ayche cks  away from f inancial  disaster. . . .  Have s ome comp assion 
and understanding for  a l l  wal ks  of  human l i fe. . . .  It  cou ld just  as  easi ly  b e  you 
sle eping on the  stre ets . . .  and honest ly,  w ith a l l  of  thes e  prop os e d Tr ump Tarif fs , 
i t ’s  more l i kely  now than not ,  that  for  any one of  us ,  homelessness  may b e  a  real 
l i fe  p ossibi l ity. . . .

He y,  to  a l l  of  you w ho vote d for  Tr ump out  there.  You’re  getting w hat  you vot-
e d for  --  A s eria l  l iar,  accus e d s c ammer,  and con-ar tist  w ho was  found gui lty  of 
fraud.  What  a  choice  you made.  The man has  f i le d numerous b ank r uptcies  over 
the  years ,  and he,  supp os e d ly,  is  a  comp etent  businessman.  Here  is  the  c atch,  you 
haven’t  s e en nothing yet .  Rememb er his  promis e  of  a  go o d  e conomy if  e le cte d. 
Turne d out  to  b e  another   l ie  and con job.  He inherite d from Biden a  go o d and 
improv ing e conomy,  and he  has  manage d to  enro de it  w ithin thre e  months  of  his 
t ime in  off ice.  Oh,  but  you haven’t  s e en nothing yet .  Just  wait  for  the  tarif fs  to 
k ick in  around mid-June,  then you’re  gonna have empty shelves  in  gro cer y  stores 
and hig her  prices .  Reminder--  this  is  not  C ov id-v ir us.  This  is  Tr ump and his 
hand picke d c abinet  incomp etent  cu lt  fol lowers.  You ta l k  ab out  DEI.  Tr ump’s  DEI 
hiring standards  re quirments  are  Dumb Emp owere d Ignorance and of  cours e, 
White  Sk in Priv i lege. 

Hel lo,  I ’ve  b e en marrie d for  thre e  years  and my w ife  and I  have  had our ups  and 
dow ns.  but  things  have  b e en improv ing,  and we are  happy w ith each other.  I 
c a l le d to  encourage ne w ly  marrie d couples  w ho love  each other,  but  may b e  hav-
ing s ome minor problems,to  tr y  to  work it  out .  A p erfe ct  relationship is  w hen 
two imp erfe ct  p e ople  refus e  to  g ive  up on each other.
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He y,  you k now,  hospita ls  are  fu l l  of  p e ople  hav ing the  b est  day of  their  l i fe,  the 
worst  day of  their  l i fe,  the  f irst  day of  their  l i fe,  or  the  last  day of  their  l i fe.

Hel lo,  want  to  s end a  shout  out  to  a l l  thos e  w hiners  and complainers  out  there. 
Have no time for  defeate d p e ople  in  my l i fe  r ig ht  now.  We are  a l l  going to  have 
problems.  You have to  identif y  the  problem,  f ind the  s olution and exe cute  the 
change.  If  your f irst  resp ons e  is  to  w hine and mo an,  you haven’t  learne d anything 
from l i fe.
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Ja len Hur ts  marries  longtime gir l fr iend Br yonna 
‘Br y ’  Burrows

After  s e ven years  together,  Ja len Hur ts  marries  longtime gir l fr iend Br yonna “Br y ” Burrows.
Kay Wicker
Apr 22,  2025

C ongratulat ions  are  in  store  for  Ja-
len Hurts ;  he’s  now a  marr ied man! 

       Whi le  keeping the  wedding 
detai ls  under  wraps ,  the  26-year-
old,  Super  B owl-winning star  quar-
terback of  the  Phi ladelphia  Eag les 
revea led he  and his  f iancée  Br yonna 
“Br y”  Burrows t ied the  knot  some-
t ime in  the  spr ing in  Men’s  Health 
magazine’s  May/June cover  stor y.
      “You can ca l l  her  my wife ,”  he 
told  the  publ icat ion in  reference  to 
Burrows.
       According to  Men’s  Health ,  the 
NFL player  arr ived for  the  inter view 
with a  crumbled pink Post-It  note 
in  his  pocket  with  a  specia l  message 
f rom his  wife  that  read:  “You are  ex-
act ly  where  you are  supposed to  be.  I 
love  you.  Fol low God!  I  fol low you.”
       Hurts  and Burrows,  who an-
nounced their  engagement  in  an 
Essence  feature  in  S eptember  2024 
with a  set  of  exclusive  engagement 

photos  on the  beach,  have  been to-
gether  for  seven years . 
The couple  f i rst  went  publ ic  in  Jan-
uar y  2023 when Burrows joined the 
profess ional  quar terback on the  f ie ld 
to  celebrate  his  team’s  NFC Cham-
pionship win against  the  San Fran-
cisco 49ers .  Memorably,  she  joined 
him again on the  f ie ld  af ter  his  team 
won the  2025 Super  B owl,  and made 
headl ines  for  shar ing a  v ic tor y  k iss .
       Hurts  told  Essence  that  the  pair 
had been dat ing on and of f  s ince 
they met  at  the  Univers ity  of  Ala-
bama.  Whi le  in  col lege,  the  footba l l 
player  led the  Cr imson Tide to  na-
t ional  and conference  champion-
ships ,  and Burrows was  a  member 
of  the  school’s  MBA Case  Team. 
She helped the  Cr imson Tide win 
the  2019 SEC Championship,  and 
has  ca l led the  win “one of  my most 
memorable  moments  of  grad school ,” 
People  magazine  repor ted.
       The col lege  sweethear ts  were 

a lso  members  of  the  Greek system: 
Burrows is  a  member  of  Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha soror ity,  whi le  Hurts  is  a 
member  of  Omega Psi  Phi  f raternity.
       Burrows graduated with her 
bachelor’s  degree  in  2017 be-
fore  earning an MBA at  Alabama’s 
Manderson S chool  of  Business . 
Meanwhi le ,  Hurts  le f t  the  school  in 
early  2019 to  play  his  senior  season 
at  the  Univers ity  of  Oklahoma.  Ac-
cording to  her  now-deleted Linke-
dIn,  Burrows most  recent ly  worked 
in  the  tech industr y  as  an ar t i f ic ia l 
intel l igence  par tner  for  IBM.
      Whi le  speaking to  Essence  in 
Apri l  2023,  Hurts  said  that  a lthough 
he  was  “not  marr ied or  anything l ike 
that ,”  he  considered himsel f  “spoken 
for.”
       He added,  “I  knew a  long t ime 
ago,  I  mean,  to  this  point  in  my 
l i fe ,  that’s  an irreplaceable  feel ing .  I 
think that’s  what  a l lowed us  to  get  to 
where  we are  now.” 
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She deur Sanders,  Proud Black Men,  White 
Fragi l ity,  And The NFL Draft
On NFL Draft  we ekend,  we w itness e d the  league tr y ing to  break the  pride  and the 
spirit  of  a  young Black man w ho just  wants  to  play  fo otb al l . by Stephen A.  Cro cke et ,  Jr.

       B efore  we get  star ted,  I  want 
to  make one thing clear :  This  isn’t 
about  footba l l . 
       If  i t  were,  I  wouldn’t  be  wr it-
ing this  piece  because  former C ol-
orado quar terback Shedeur  Sanders 
would’ve  been draf ted in  the  f i rst 
round.
      And that  isn’t  even debatable . 
       But  this  i sn’t  about  footba l l . 
B ecause  i f  i t  were,  Sanders ,  23 , 
would’ve  been recognized as  not  only 
one of  the  best  quar terbacks  in  col-
lege  footba l l  this  year,  but  as  one of 
the  best  to  ever  do it  in  the  histor y 
of  the  game. 
       “He is  just  the  second QB in 
histor y  with 14,000-plus  yards  whi le 
complet ing 70-plus  percent  of  his 
passes .  Of  QBs with 13,000-plus 
pass ing yards ,  he  is  1  of  8  in  histor y 
to  have  100 more touchdowns than 
intercept ions  in  his  career.  Sanders 
f inished with a  156.01 career  quar-
terback rat ing in  col lege,”  Yahoo 
Sports  repor ts . 
       He’s  a lso  thrown a  touchdown 
pass  in  49 st raight  games,  and that’s 
the  longest  st reak in  NCAA histor y.
      S o  this  isn’t  about  footba l l .  It’s 
about  the  pinpr icks  of  microaggres-
s ive  racism that  eventual ly  cause  a 
bleed out .  This  is  about  former Min-
nesota  pol ice  of f icer  Derek Chauvin’s 
knee  on top of  George  Floyd’s  neck. 
This  is  about  Making America  Great 
Again and Black Lives  Matter.  This 
is  about  Tupac and that  one t ime he 
told  those  white  folks  that  his  music 
wasn’t  about  v iolence  against  the  po-
l ice ,  but  rather,  pol ice  bruta l ity  and 
sel f -defense. 
      B ecause  this  is  about  v is ion and 
how some can see  it  so  c learly,  and 

others  remain bl ind.  This  is  about 
NFL owners ,  anonymous cr it ics ,  and 
NFL ta lk ing heads  a l l  col luding to 
destroy a  f lamboyant ,  successfu l , 
young Black man’s  career  before  it 
even began.
       S o  this  is  a  stor y  about  buck 
breaking,  NFL-sty le ,  and how rac-
ism taints  ever ything depending on 
which s ide  of  the  lens  you’re  looking 
through.  B ecause  when done correct-
ly,  there  is  a  beauty  in  subt le  racism. 
Blatant  racism is  over t ,  l ike  a  ham-
mer to  the  head.  Subt le  racism is  l ike 
poison that  seeps  into  your  blood-
stream and shuts  down your  breath-
ing .  B oth get  the  job done,  but  only 
one can be  eas i ly  proven in  court . 
       Subt le  racism is  a lmost  charm-
ing in  the  way it  develops  over  t ime. 
It’s  the  dance we do with the  white 
sa les  associate  that  casual ly  l ingers 
behind you when you shop,  or  the 
tango between the  Black dr iver  and 
the  white  pol ice  of f icer  over  a  minor 
t raf f ic  stop. 
And because  America  has  a  histo-
r y  of  hat ing sel f -suf f ic ient ,  se l f -as-
sured,  young Black men,  Shedeur 
Sanders ,  who unt i l  three  weeks  ago 
was  a  lock to  go in  the  f i rst  round, 
sat  and waited for  days  unt i l  he  was 
f ina l ly  draf ted in  the  f i f th  round by 
the  Cleveland Browns. 
       The 144th pick. 
       In  no world  are  there  143 play-
ers  better  than Shedeur  Sanders .  
       And now ever yone has  an ex-
cuse.  He’s  a  f i f th-round pick,  and 
histor ica l ly,  f i f th-round picks  don’t 
get  many chances  to  succeed.  Hel l , 
the  team that  draf ted him didn’t  even 
seem happy that  they got  a  poss ible 
f i rst-round pick in  the  f i f th . 

       The biggest  problem with Sand-
ers’  unsubstant iated drop in  the 
draf t  i sn’t  just  that  he  dropped out 
of  the  guaranteed money spots ,  he’s 
essent ia l ly  coming in  as  a  prospect 
who has  to  batt le  just  to  stay  in 
the  league.  He’s  a  f i f th-round pick, 
which means  he  cost  the  team ver y 
l i t t le ,  and they don’t  have  him f ig-
ured into  their  game plan. 
       The f i f th  round is  where  you 
take  projec ts  and nothing about 
Sanders’  play  on the  f ie ld  and his  be-
havior  of f  i t  that  said  he  wasn’t  ready 
to  play. 
       And for  those  people  who ta lk 
about  Sanders’  character,  please 
point  me to  a l l  of  the  bad behavior 
that  the  NFL just  couldn’t  s tomach. 
As  far  as  I ’ve  seen,  the  only  thing 
that  Sanders  has  been gui lty  of  i s  his 
“per fec t  t iming”  celebrat ion in  which 
he  holds  up his  watch arm and waves 
his  wr ist  f rom s ide  to  s ide. 
       Sanders  says  he’s  been doing the 
celebrat ion s ince  high school ,  but  it 
garnered nat ional  attent ion dur ing 
a  game against  Nebraska.  Accord-
ing to  repor ts ,  a  Nebraska player 
was  warming up at  midf ie ld  l i tera l ly 
standing on the  C olorado logo.  Sand-
ers  took this  as  a  diss  and confronted 
the  player.  A melee  ensued and was 
quick ly  broken up,  but  before  Sand-
ers  le f t ,  he  f lexed one of  his  custom 
watches ,  e ither  an Audemars  Piguet 
Royal  Oak 15500 or  Richard Mi l le , 
toward his  opponent .  It  was  a  brag-
gadocious  moment  and one that  has 
become the  ha l lmark of  his  hate . 
       B ecause  this  was  never  about 
footba l l .
       This  is  about  1985,  Deion Sand-
ers ,  his  sof t  jher i  curl ,  br ight  gold 

She deur Sanders  p age >  12
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40th day of  40 Day Target  B oycott ,  Gre ensb oro 40 Day B oycott  organiz ers  held a  Tow n Hal l  Me eting at  the  Marriott  dow ntow n 
Gre ensb oro,  and after  the  me enting marche d from the Marriott  to  the  International  Civ i l  R ig hts  C enter  and Mus eum for  a  press 
C onference.  De ena Hayes,  C o-C hair  of  the  Mus eum and one of  the  community  organiz ers  welcome d the  marchers  to  the  mus eum. A 
ral ly  was  held at  Ne w Zion Baptist  C hurch that  e vening and feature d pres enter  and sp eaker,  Re v Jamal  Br yant ,  National  organiz er  of 
the  40 day Target  b oycott  and  Pastor  of  Ne w Bir th Missionar y Baptist  C hurch,  Alanta,  G e orgia.          Thurs day Apri l  17.  2025
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                                                                                     Re quest  for  Prop osals 
                                                                              Pro curement  S e cond Tier  Supp or t 
                                                                                                 20252002 

S eale d prop osals  w i l l  b e  re ceive d by the  Housing Authority  of  the  City  of  Hig h Point  (HPHA) at  500 E. 
Russ el l  Ave. ,  Hig h Point ,  NC for  Pro curement  S e cond Tier  Supp or t  unti l  10:00 a .m.  lo c al  t ime,  May 
15,  2025.   Any prop osal  re ceive d later  than the  sp e cif ie d time,  w hether  del ivere d in  p ers on or  mai le d,  w i l l 
b e  dis qualif ie d.   Faxe d,  Emai le d,  or  any other  uns eale d submissions  are  not  acceptable. 

The contractor  w i l l  prov ide s er v ices  and assistance  to  the  HPHA in the  oversig ht  of  a l l  purchas es  and 
contracts  relate d to  HPHA proje cts .  The contractor  w i l l  a ls o  help the  HPHA in the  planning,  organizing, 
and co ordination of  a l l  contracts  and pro curement  functions  and activ ities  to  fu lf i l l  the  re quirements  of 
HPHA. Additional ly,  the  contractor  w i l l  b e  avai lable  to  assist  the  HPHA as  ne e de d,  g iven suff icient 
notice  to  s che du le  any such o ccurrence. 

Al l  intereste d comp anies  may obtain RFP do cuments  throug h an emai l  to  pro curement@hpha.net  or 
HPHA’s  website  at  w w w.hpha.net .  Al l  questions  must  b e  s ent  to  HPHA by 5:00 p.m.  on Apri l  28,  2025.  
An addendum w i l l  b e  issue d by 5:00 p.m.  on Apri l  29,  2025.   It  is  imp or tant  that  the  offeror ’s  prop osal  b e 
submitte d in  a  s eale d envelop e c learly  marke d in  the  lower  left–hand corner  w ith the  fol low ing 
information:  “20252002 Re quest  for  Prop osal ,  10:00 a .m.   May 15,  2025,  SEALED PROPOSAL for 
Pro curement  S e cond Tier  Supp or t .”   Pleas e  s end four (4)  copies  of  your prop osal . 

Al l  bids/prop osals  must  contain the  fol low ing complete d forms: 

1 .  Resp onder ’s  Statement  (Attachment  A)  
2 .  Prof i le  of  Firm (Attachment  B)             
3 .  C ost  Prop osal  (Attachment  C)  
4 .  Other  re queste d information on the  Prop osal  Evaluation Criteria  form (Attachment  D)                           
5 .  Financial  Statement  or  Audit                               
6 .  S e ction 3  and MWBE C er tif ic ations                                               
7 .  E xe cutive  Order  #  11246 C ompliance  Rep or t 
8 .  References/E xp erience 
9.  Non-col lusive  Aff idav it 
10.  Estimate d Proje ct  Work Force  –  Prime /Sub contractor  
11.  C er tif ic ations  and Repres entations  of  Offerors  Non-C onstr uction C ontract  ( form HUD-5369-C) 
12.  E-Verif y  Aff idav it 
13.  Pers onnel  C er tif ic ation 

It  is  ver y  imp or tant  that  each comp any s ends  to  HPHA al l  the  re quire d p ap er work.  

C ontract  for  work under  this  RFP w i l l  obl igate  the  contractor  to  not  dis criminate  in  employ ment 
practices .  HPHA encourages  minority  ow ne d,  women ow ne d and S e ction 3  business es  to  p ar ticip ate. 
The HPHA res er ves  the  r ig ht  to  reje ct  a l l  bids/prop osals  and to  waive  minor informalities  in  the 
bidding/RFP pro cess .  

Dire ct  a l l  s eale d prop osals  and inquiries  to: 
                                                                                    Susan Stimps on,  Pro curement  Off icer 
                                                                                    Housing Authority  of  the  City  of  Hig h Point 
                                                                                    500 E.  Russ el l  Ave. 
                                                                                    Hig h Point ,  NC 27260 
                                                                                    pro curement@hpha.net
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The Gre ensb oro Business  L eague (GBL) held its  Afric an Americ an E conomic Summit ,  The State  Of  Black Business ,  at  the  Interna-
tional  Civ i l  R ig hts  C enter  & Mus eum on Apri l  10,  2025.  The e vent  feature d Ke y note  Sp eaker  Dr.  De drick Asante-Mu hammad,  Pres-
ident  and CEO, Joint  C enter  for  Politic a l  and E conomic Studies .  The morning s ession p anelists  were  Regional  McC ask i l l ,  E xe cutive 
Dire ctor  at  Maximum Enter pris es ,  Inc .  Ursu la  Dud le y-Og lesby,  President ,  Dud le y  B eauty  C or p.  LLC and Valerie  Dors ett ,  Attorne y 
and Glob al  Prop er ty  O w ner.  The mo derator  was  L e one da Inge,  WUNC NPR ,  C o-Host  Due S outh.  The afterno on p anelists  were,Nasibu 
Sare va,  C hief  E xe cutive  Off icer,  The Afric an De velopment  C enter  and Ke v in Price,  President  and CEO of  National  Institute  Minority 
E conomic De velopment .  The mo derator  was  Anita  Brow n-Graham, ncImp act  Initiative  Dire ctor.  GBL B o ard Memb ers  Hurle y  Der-
ricks on and S elman Pinnix  pres ente d four  Awards.  De ena Hayes  Gre ene (Kim Hayes  Accepte d the  Award),  E quitable  In E conomic De-
velopment  Award,  Sharon L ong Stokes,  Outstanding Professionalism and L eadership Award,  G e off  Foster,  E xcel lence  in  Black Busi-
ness  Performance Award,  and Odyss es  Ur,  C hav is ,  L ifetime Achie vement  in  G eneral  C ontracting Award.  C al l  to  Action,  E arl  Jones, 
C o-Founder  GBL and closing remarks,  G err y  McC ants,  C o-Founder,  GBL.  There  were  313 p e ople  in   attendance.
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<Tr ump’s Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 

<She deur Sanders  from p age 8  >
chains ,  and unapologet ic  Blackness .
       S ee,  Deion Sanders  came to  us 
the  way that  profess ional  wrest lers 
usual ly  do,  in  gar ish soundbites  and 
overly  done up,  a lmost  costume-l ike, 
att i re .  From the  t ime he  hit  the  grass 
at  F lor ida  State ,  he’d  a lready won 
over  ha l f  the  countr y  with his  f lashy 
dress ,  of ten wear ing jackets  wide 
open and no shir t  underneath,  black 
sunglasses ,  gold  chains ,  and a  t ight ly 
cropped curl .
       But  damn could he  play.  He was 
a  lockdown corner  who a lso  returned 
punts  and he  was  e lec tr ic .  He was  so 
damn good at  footba l l  that  he  would 
of ten make opponents  su lk  on the 
s idel ines  because  they just  couldn’t 
lose  him.  And he had the  audacity 
to  play  both footba l l  and basebal l  in 
col lege  and profess ional ly.  On one 
Saturday in  May of  1987,  he  played 
in  two col lege  basebal l  games and 
ran a  re lay  race  for  the  col lege  t rack 
and f ie ld  team.
       Deion Sanders  starred in  two 
spor ts  at  the  same damn t ime. 
       It  i s  f rom this  l ineage  that  a 
male  chi ld  was  born — severa l  of 
them,  in  fac t .
       S o  one of  the  best  NFL players 
in  the  histor y  of  the  game,  a  man so 
feared that  he  could s ing le-handed-
ly  shut  down hal f  of  the  f ie ld,  has  a 
son who plays  quar terback.  And he’s 
Black.  Ferociously  Black.  Fearless ly 
Black.  Prayed up and Black.  There 
is  no “Bl ind Side”  here,  unless  you 

refuse  to  see  it . 

       B ecause  this  isn’t  about  footba l l .
       Or  inter views.  Or abi l ity.
       This  is  about  America’s 
deep-seated hatred for  a  k id  who 
has  a lways  known his  worth and has 
no issue  saying you can’t  af ford me. 
This  is  about  America’s  incessant 
need to  control  Black bodies .  This  is 
about  seeing a  young Black man so 
blessed that  he’s  not  af raid  to  stand 
in  the  f i re .  This  is  about  America’s 
bat ,  which has  a lways  been used to 
knock conf ident  Black men down a 
peg . 
       To humble  them. 
       B ecause  America  has  a lways 
hated author itat ive  Black men;  they 

love  to  see  them fa l l .
       Take the  polar iz ing prank that 
Sanders  was  subjected to  dur ing this 
ent ire  ordea l . 
      Sanders  got  a  specia l  phone for 
draf t  night ,  and the  only  people  who 
had the  phone number  were  NFL 
owners  and support ing staf f . 
On draf t  night ,  Sanders  pat ient ly 
waited for  his  name to  be  ca l led, 
and we a l l  watched with dread as  his 
name and reputat ion dropped.  On 
Day 2 ,  Sanders  f ie lded a  ca l l  that 
he  bel ieved was  f rom New Orle-
ans  Saints  genera l  manager  Mickey 
Loomis .
       The ca l ler  told  Sanders :  “We’re 
going to  take  you with our  next  pick, 
man,  but  you’re  going to  have  to  wait 
a  l i t t le  bit  longer,  man.  S orr y  about 
that .”
       Sanders  was  not  draf ted by the 
Saints ,  and it  was  later  revea led that 
the  prank ca l ler  was  21-year-old  Jax 
Ulbr ich,  son of  At lanta  Fa lcons  de-
fensive  coordinator  Jef f  Ulbr ich. 
       “I ’m so sorr y  I  took away f rom 
your  moment ,  i t  was  se l f ish  and 
chi ldish,”  Jax  Ulbr ich said  in  his  In-
stagram post .  “I  could never  imagine 
gett ing ready to  celebrate  one of  the 
greatest  moments  of  your  l i fe  and I 
made a  terr ible  mistake  and messed 
with that  moment .  Thank you for 
accept ing my ca l l  ear l ier  today,  I 
hope you can f ind it  in  your  hear t  to 
forg ive  me.”
       And therein l ies  the  cruel  du-

She deur Sanders  -  p age 14
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Legal Beat

       On Januar y 23,  three  days  into 
his  second term,  Pres ident  Don-
a ld  Trump s igned Execut ive  Order 
14176,  ca l led the  Declass i f icat ion of 
Records  C oncerning the  Assass ina-
t ions  of  Pres ident  John F.  Kennedy, 
S enator  Rober t  F.  Kennedy,  and the 
Reverend Dr.  Mart in  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Since  then,  only  the  records  of  No-
vember  22,  1963,  the  assass inat ion 
of  John F.  Kennedy has  been made 
publ ic .  There  had been year- long 
debates  about  whether  the  records 
should be  released.  The Kennedy 
records  were  deemed under whelm-
ing by many who examined them, 
some of  whom were  joined to  a  s ix 
decades- long conspirac y  theor y  that 
Lee  Har vey Oswald was  not  the  lone 
murderer  of  Pres ident  Kennedy.  But 
the  long-class i f ied documents  on Dr. 
Mart in  Luther  King,  Jr. ,  may spark 
a  di f ferent  set  of  i ssues .  The c iv i l 
r ights  icon’s  personal  l i fe  i s  l ikely  to 
be  reviewed when the  documents  are 
re leased.  The f i les ,  compi led be-
tween the  late  1950s  and Dr.  King’s 
assass inat ion in  1968,  are  bel ieved 
to  include extensive  sur vei l lance 
records ,  wiretaps ,  and psychologica l 
prof i les  created dur ing the  height  of 

the  FBI  and CIA’s  cover t  monitor ing 
of  domest ic  ac t iv ists  as  par t  of  their 
COINTELPRO domest ic  sur vei l lance 
program.  Even though the  Januar y 
2025 execut ive  order  in  par t  reads 
that  “the  federa l  government  has  not 
re leased to  the  publ ic  a l l  of  i t s  re-
cords  re lated to  those  events .  Their 
fami l ies  and the  American people 
deser ve  t ransparenc y and truth,” 
some bel ieve  that  a l l  the  re lease  of 
documents  wi l l  do damage to  the 
publ ic  reputat ion of  Dr.  Mart in  Lu-
ther  King,  Jr.  Even though Trump 
announced that  t ransparenc y was  the 
reason for  the  execut ive  order,  the 
King Family  assured on Januar y  24, 
the  day af ter  the  execut ive  order  was 
s igned,  that  the  rea l  goa l  was  charac-
ter  assass inat ion.
       “ The assass inat ion of  our  fa-
ther  is  a  deeply  personal  fami ly  loss 
that  we have  endured over  the  last 
56  years .  We hope to  be  provided the 
opportunity  to  review the  f i les  as  a 
fami ly  pr ior  to  it s  publ ic  re lease,” 
the  fami ly  said  in  an Instagram post 
on Jan.  24 ,  the  day af ter  Trump’s  or-
der.  They know the  r ight  wing wants 
to  smear  Dr.  King,  and one way to 
do it  i s  by  putt ing these  smears  in 

publ ic  under  the  guise  of  t ranspar-
enc y.  If  there  are  assass inat ion re-
cords ,  re lease  those.  But  smears  are 
not  assass inat ion records ,”  a  message 
on Instagram read.  Reports  suggest 
the  f i le  may include a l legat ions  of 
inf idel ity,  associat ions  with indiv id-
uals  once  suspected of  C ommunist 
t ies ,  and ef for ts  by  intel l igence  agen-
cies  to  destabi l ize  King’s  inf luence 
through cover t  means .  S cholars  warn 
that  without  context ,  such revela-
t ions  could be  eas i ly  mis interpret-
ed or  manipulated.  Virg ie  Hoban,  a 
histor ian at  Georgetown Univers ity, 
explained in  2021 that ,  “the  intel-
l igence  community  of  the  1960s 
was  deeply  invested in  discredit-
ing King.  These  f i les  may say  more 
about  Hoover’s  FBI  than about  King 
himsel f .”  Teressa  R ai ford,  a  c iv i l 
r ights  ac t iv ist ,  has  pointed out  that 
the  FBI ,  “understood that  the  c iv i l 
r ights  movement  was  winning peo-
ple’s  hear ts  and minds  through the 
c irculat ion of  photographs  and v id-
eos  of  nonviolent ,  peacefu l  protests ,” 
and that  the  reason that  King’s  image 
is  so  v ita l  to  the  overa l l  movement 
means  that  safeguarding it  i s  v ita l .

Tr ump Moves  to  E xp os e  MLK Fi les  — Critics 
Warn of  Smear C amp aign
BL ACKPRESSUSA NEWSWIRE — S cholars  warn that  w ithout  context ,  such re velations  cou ld b e  easi ly  misinter prete d or 
manipu late d.
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                                                                                                          ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
                                                                     MEDIA CENTER RO OF REPL ACEMENT FOR PAGE HIGH SCHO OL #6753
                                                                                                      GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

S eale d prop osals  w i l l  b e  re ceive d by the  Gui lford C ounty S cho ol  System unti l  2 :00 P.M.  lo c al  t ime on We dnes day,  May 21,  2025,  in  C onference  Ro om 100 lo c ate d at  501 W. 
Washington Stre et ,  Gre ensb oro,  Nor th C arolina 27401,  and imme diately  thereafter  public ly  op ene d and read a loud,  to  furnish a l l  materia ls  and lab or  for  the  Me dia  C enter  ro of 
replacement  at  Page Hig h S cho ol,  Gre ensb oro,  NC.  Up on arrival ,  pleas e  che ck-in at  the  front  information desk for  ro om lo c ation,  and sign-in.  Pleas e  a l low suff icient  t ime for 
this ,  as  late  bids  w i l l  not  b e  accepte d.

A pre-bid conference  w i l l  b e  held at  the  site  at  10:00 AM lo c al  t ime on Thurs day May 8,  2025.  Attendance at  this  conference  is  re commende d for  p otentia l  bidders  to  examine 
the  existing conditions  and to  dis cuss  p ar ticu lar  detai ls  of  the  proje ct .  Bidders  must  b e  prop erly  l icens e d for  the  work in  accordance w ith S e ction 87 of  the  Nor th C arolina 
G eneral  Statutes .  Attende es  shal l  me et  at  the  commons area  inside  the  front  do ors  for  Page Hig h S cho ol,  201 Alma Pinnix  Drive,  Gre ensb oro,  NC 27405.  Attendance at  this  con-
ference  is  hig hly  re commende d for  p otentia l  bidders  to  examine the  existing conditions  and to  dis cuss  p ar ticu lar  detai ls  of  the  proje ct .  Bidders  must  b e  prop erly  l icens e d for 
the  work in  accordance w ith S e ction 87 of  the  Nor th C arolina G eneral  Statutes .

Plans,  sp e cif ic ations,  and contract  do cuments  w i l l  b e  avai lable  fre e  of  charge  for  insp e ction in  ele ctronic  format  b eginning on May 1,  2025 
throug h the  website  of  R ick Nu hn,  PE C onsu ltants  w w w.nu hnb e c .com. The plan ro om tab is  on the  r ig ht  side  of  the  home p age.  No login is 
re quire d.

A brief  des cription of  work in  the  proje ct  fol lows:

•  Ro of  Siz e  is  approximately  17,000 s q ft .
•  Tear-off  existing ro ofing membrane and insu lation dow n to  the  original  metal  or  concrete  de ck.
•  Insu lation system shal l  b e  a  minimum of  2  layers  of  p oly is o c yanurate  fo am b o ards  w ith ½” g ypsum overlay ment  b o ard.  Tap ere d insu lation w i l l  b e  reuire d for  “slo e-to-drain”. 
Al l  insu lation to  b e  ad here d w ith spray-on urethane fo am. Prov ide tap ere d insu lation on ro of  areas  as  show n on ro of  plans.
•  The replacement  membrane ass embly  consists  of  the  applic ation of  two-ply  mo dif ie d bitumen membrane fu l ly  ad here d to  the  insu lation ass embly.  S cop e of  Work includes  in-
sta l lation of  ne w p erimeter  wo o d nai lers  and e dge metal .
•  Work includes  a l l  she et  metal  fabric ations  show n on the  contract  do cuments  and as  sp e cif ie d.
•  Drainage for  the  ro of  w i l l  by  ne w drains  at  a l l  lo c ations  show n on ro of  plans.  Removal  of  drains  at  existing ro of  drains  w i l l  b e  re quire d.
•  Ro ofing system instal lation shal l  re quire  on-going insp e ctions  by  the  Membrane Manufacturer  during the  insta l lation pro cess  and w i l l  b e  el ig ible  to  re ceive  a  20-year  NDL 
materia l  and lab or  warranty,  fu l l -system including the  insu lation and membrane.
•  Mas onr y Rep air  to  brick pi lasters  in  the  cour tyard is  include d in  the  s cop e of  work.
•  For  bidding pur p os es,  job star t  is  estimate d to  b e  June 11,  2025.
•  C ompletion date  is  120 c alendar  days  after  re ceiv ing a  notice  to  pro ce e d from the O w ner.
 
•  The resu lting contract  w i l l  b e  to  furnish a l l  lab or,  sup er v ision,  materia ls  and e quipment  ne cessar y  to  p erform the work as  show n on the  plans  and des crib e d in  the  proje ct 
sp e cif ic ations.

A 5% bid s e curity  as  wel l  as  a  100% Performance and L ab or and Materia l  Pay ment  B onds are  re quire d for  this  proje ct .  No bid may b e  w ithdraw n after  the  s che du le d c losing time 
for  the  re ceipt  of  bids  for  a  p erio d of  60 days.
Bidders  must  b e  prop erly  l icens e d for  the  work in  accordance w ith S e ction 87 of  the  Nor th C arolina G eneral  Statutes .  G eneral  C ontractors  must  have  a  general  l icens e  c lassif i -
c ation for  at  least  UNLIMITED BUILDING or  S  (RO OFING) in  accordance w ith the  Ru les  & Regu lations  of  the  Nor th C arolina L icensing B o ard for  G eneral  C ontractors .

Minority  business es  are  encourage d to  submit  bids  for  this  proje ct .  The appropriate  forms from the s e ction entit le d “Par ticip ation by Women and Minority  O w ne d Business es” 
must  b e  submitte d w ith each bid to  show go o d faith  ef for ts  to  obtain Minority  and Women O w ne d Business  Enter pris e  p ar ticip ation.

E-Verif y  Re quirements:  This  proje ct  re quires  the  awarde d vendor to  comply w ith the  re quirements  of  EVerif y.  (U.S.  law re quiring comp anies  to  employ only  indiv iduals  w ho 
may legal ly  work in  the  Unite d States

– either  U.S.  c it iz ens,  or  foreign citiz ens  w ho have the  ne cessar y  authorization.)

The Gui lford C ounty B o ard of  E duc ation awards  public  contracts  w ithout  regard to  race,  rel ig ion,  color,  cre e d,  national  origin,  s ex,  age  or  handic app e d condition as  def ine d by 
Nor th C arolina G eneral  Statutes ,  S e ction 168A-3.

The B o ard res er ves  the  r ig ht  to  reje ct  any or  a l l  bids  pres ente d and to  waive  any informalities  and irregu larities .

Gui lford C ounty S cho ols 
Velicia  Mo ore
Gui lford C ounty S cho ols

a l ity  of  America .  The adult i f icat ion 
of  young Black boys  and the  infan-
t i l izat ion of  young white  men.  

       Here  we have  two young men. 
One is   r ich,  Black,  and f rom foot-
ba l l  roya lty,  punished for  being 
“overly  conf ident .”  The other  is  r ich 
and white  and actua l ly  did  some-
thing of fensive,  but  he  wi l l  be  t reat-
ed as  a  k id  who “made a  mistake.”
       And it’s  impossible  to  explain 
because  it’s  t ied into  the  reason 
that  cops  saw 12-year-old  Tamir 
Rice  as  an adult  and his  toy  gun as 
a  weapon.  B ecause  America  breeds 
this  bl indness  that  doesn’t  a l low 
for  those  indoctr inated in  it  to  see 
that  Shedeur  Sanders’  drop in  the 

draf t  has  nothing to  do with foot-
ba l l ,  and i f  you bel ieve  that  it  does , 
then you probably  bel ieve  that  Derek 
Chaunvin was  merely  t r y ing to  hold 
George  Floyd down unt i l  pol ice  help 
arr ived,  or  that  Black Lives  Matter  is 
a  hate  group. 
       Shedeur  Sanders  is  a  loved, 
supported,  Bible-based,  conf ident , 
young Black man who has  never 
been in  t rouble  with  the  law and can 
throw a  footba l l  some 50 yards  on a 
rope.  How could footba l l  GMs not 
love  that?
       I  mean,  this  i s  about  footba l l , 
i sn’t  i t ?

Sandeur Sanders  -  from p age 12 
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The Aggies  do it  again:  NC A&T che er  team 
w ins  for  a  s e cond time at  Nationals

       GREENSB ORO, N.C.  — Talk 
about  a  legac y in  the  making!  North 
Carol ina  A&T State  Univers ity ’s 
cheerleading squad just  crushed it 
again at  the  2025 NCA & NDA C ol-
lege  Nat ional  Championship in  Day-
tona B each,  F lor ida . 
       With a  f lawless  per formance 
(we’re  ta lk ing zero deduct ions!)  and 
a  f ina l  score  of  95 .0093,  the  Aggies 
c laimed f irst  place  in  the  Interme-
diate  Smal l  C oed Divis ion I  for  the 
second year.  Yep,  that’s  back-to-back 
wins .  And they’re  making ser ious 
histor y  whi le  they ’re  at  i t .
      L ast  year,  A&T became the  f i rst 
HB CU team ever  to  win this  t it le 
— and the  f i rst  HB CU from North 
Carol ina  to  win any NCA nat ional 
championship.  This  year,  they  were 
the  only  HB CU team to  win a  div i-
s ion t it le  at  what’s  considered the 
Super  B owl  of  col lege  cheer  and 
dance.
       S o,  what’s  the  secret  to  staying 
on top?
       “Gett ing to  the  top is  one thing , 
but  staying at  the  top is  a  whole  new 
process ,”  said  head coach Daniel 
Kearns-Pickett .  “We understood that 
i f  we were  the  best  in  2024,  then we 
had to  push to  ensure  we stay  the 
best  in  2025.” 
       S quad member  Christ ion Drew 
said  the  rout ine,  just  2  minutes  and 
15 seconds long,  represents  months 
of  hard work f rom the  whole  team. 

       “Al l  I  could expect  f rom Day 2 
was  per fec t ion,”  he  said.  “It  was  a l l 
worth it .” 
       And for  Drew,  this  win was 
extra  specia l  — he got  to  share  the 
moment  with his  younger  s ister  and 
teammate,  Al iyah. 
       “She has  become my ‘why’  for 
this  spor t . . .  I  wouldn’t  have  wanted 
to  do this  journey with anyone e lse .”

 

       The team came into 2025 f i red 
up with something to  prove.  L ast 
year,  in  their  f i rst-ever  NCA ap-
pearance,  they  nearly  snagged gold, 

f inishing second by less  than a  point 
out  of  21  teams.  This  year,  i t  was  a l l 
about  their  “Road 2  Redemption” 
and their  program motto:  “B etter 
Than Yesterday.”
      “ This  year’s  team was  di f ferent ; 
we were  hungr y,  determined,  and 
conf ident ,”  said  squad member  Jai-
mee Standf ie ld.  “It  wasn’t  just  about 
chasing another  win,  i t  was  about 
proving to  ourselves  and ever yone 
e lse  that  we deser ved to  be  there.” 
       And that’s  exact ly  what  they 
did. 
       Standf ie ld  ca l led the  exper ience 
surrea l ,  going f rom underdogs  to 
top-t ier  champions  in  just  two sea-
sons . 
       “We tru ly  came f rom the  bot-
tom and worked our  way up,”  she 
said.  “ This  v ic tor y  was  earned,  and 
it’s  something we’ l l  carr y  with pr ide 
forever.” 
       C oach Kearns-Pickett ,  a  former 
nat ional  compet itor  himsel f ,  sees 
this  win as  much more than a  t rophy. 
       “ This  was  for  a l l  of  those  who 
look l ike  us  and have  been told  they 
can’t  compete  or  succeed at  cer tain 
levels ,”  he  said.  “I  wi l l  never  forget 
this  moment ,  these  ath letes ,  or  the 
legac y we are  leaving .”
     

WFMY -  4-18-25
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