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NC Attorney General Jackson rejects 
Duke Energy’s proposed rate increase  

AI Dataa Data  C enter  vote-  p age -  5

Dr.  E dward B.  For t  -  p age -  4

NC AG reje cts  Du ke Energ y ’s  rate  increas e-  p age 4

       North Carol ina  Attor-
ney Genera l  Je f f  Jackson 
won’t  s ign of f  on a  Duke 
Energ y’s  sett lement  rais-

ing res ident ia l  costs  by 
9 .5%,  he  said  in  an an-
nouncement  Tuesday. 
       Fol lowing months  of 

back lash,  Duke Energ y 
f i led  an amended sett le-
ment  agreement  earl ier 
this  week to  decrease  it s 

US Rep.  Alma Adams

US Rep.  Deb orah Ross

NC Attorne y G eneral  Jef f  Jacks on

US Rep.  Valarie  Fourshe e

by C hristine  Zhu,  7-21-26
NC Ne wsline

Gre ensb oro City 
C ounci l  Approves 
180-day Data  C enter 
Moratorium

Gre ensb oro City  C ounci l 
Memb er Cr ystal  Black

       Greensboro City  C ounci l 
members  took up a  s ix-month 
Ai  Data  C enter  Morator ium 
at  a  Ju ly  21  counci l  meet ing , 
and the  proposa l  was  defeated 
5  to  4 .   The mot ion was  intro-
duced by Cr ysta l  Black and 
seconded by C eci le  Crawford. 
Black and Crawford rat ionale 
for  the  Morator ium was  that 
it  would provide  the  c ity  with 
the  opportunity  to  get  com-
munity  input  and study how 

For 33 years ,  Nor th C ar-
ol ina A&T C hancel lor 
Emeritus  Dr.  E dward B.
For t  contribute d cr ucia l 
guidance to  the  Interna-
tional  Civ i l  R ig hts
C enter  & Mus eum, offer-
ing exp er tis e  and couns el 
from its  inception

throug h its  de velopment 
into an international ly 
re cogniz e d institution.                                  
B efore  the  former F.W. 
Wo olwor th’s  bui lding 
op ene d to  v isitors ,  a  de d-
ic ate d group worke d to 
pres er ve  b oth the  site  and 
its  historic  legac y.  Dr. 

E dward B.  For t  was  at  the 
center  of  the  group.
Mus eum co-founder  E arl 
Jones,  w ho met  Dr.  For t 
in  1984,  re c al ls  his
signif ic ant  pres ence 
during the  organiza-
tion’s  early  years .  Dr. 
For t’s  reputation in 
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Mid-July,  was  a  hot  mess  in  American 
pol it ics .
       Don’t  get  me wrong,  ever y  week 
in  Trump’s  America ,  some ka le ido-
scopic  ev i l  goes  down.  But  last  month 
on Ju ly  20 ,  within roughly  36 hours , 
four  ominous messages  came f rom the 
pres ident  and three  of  his  senior  of-
f ic ia ls .  Taken together,  i t  i s  c lear  that 
this  reg ime is  lay ing the  groundwork 
for  amped-up repress ion ahead of  the 
midterm elec t ions .
       F irst  up was  Donald Trump 
appear ing on pr ime-t ime te lev is ion, 
st i l l  haul ing around his  2020 e lec-
t ion loss  to  Joe  Biden l ike  a  ghoul 
dragging a  rotten corpse.  Six  years 
later,  he’s  s t i l l  blaming China,  Tyrone 
and ’nem f rom At lanta ,  somebody’s 
abuela  in  Arizona,  vot ing machines 
gone woke,  pol l  workers  named Kei-
sha,  and the  end-t imes  moon c ycle . 
During his  address ,  Trump once again 
revived long-debunked l ies  about 
f raud so  he  could just i f y  his  demands 
for  t ighter  vot ing restr ic t ions .
       Earl ier  that  day,  Marco Rubio 
and Stephen Mil ler  spoke at  an inter-
nat ional  counter terror ism minister i-
a l  held  in  the  U.S .  State  Depar tment 
in  Washington,  D.C.  Representat ives 
f rom 67 countr ies  l i s tened to  the  duo 
cast  the  pol it ica l  le f t  as  a  threat  to 
nat ional  secur ity  and c iv i l izat ion. 
Af ter  Rubio del ivered the  opening 
remarks ,  Mi l ler  f i l led  up by detai l ing 
plans  for  a  domest ic  crackdown un-
der  NSPM-7,  which would ident i f y, 
defund,  arrest ,  and prosecute  oppo-
nents  c lass i f ied by the  Trump admin-
istrat ion as  pol it ica l  terror ists .
       And on the  eve  of  a l l  this ,  S ecre-
tar y  of  War Pete  Hegseth announced 
a  testosterone-screening program for 
t roops  aged 30 and older,  supposedly 
to  keep America’s  “warf ighters”  op-
erat ing on what  he  ca l led the  “ lead-
ing edge of  le tha l ity,”  as  i f  what  this 

countr y  desperately  needs  is  more 
state-sanct ioned ki l l ing . 
       S o,  we watched a  seemingly  coor-
dinated rol lout  with  Trump pr iming 
the  countr y  for  another  stolen-elec-
t ion panic ,  Rubio and Mil ler  put-
t ing targets  on the  le f t ,  and Hegseth 
checking whether  the  t roops’  blood-
work was  suf f ic ient ly  homicida l .
       And dare  I  say  that  this  ent ire 
spectacle  unfolded ins ide  a  govern-
ment  that  looks  ha l f-dead,  pol it ica l ly 
anxious ,  and increas ing ly  desperate 
to  hold onto power.  There’s  Trump 
with his  swol len legs ,  bruised hands, 
and s leepiness .  Mitch McC onnel l 
went  MIA af ter  a  fa l l  and bout  of 
pneumonia .  His  staf f  i ssued a  cr yp-
t ic  re lease  and proof-of- l i fe  photos , 
which raise  more  quest ions  than an-
swers .  Then Lindsey Graham up and 
died. 
       But  the  rea l  s tor y  isn’t  just 
that  America  is  being governed by 
a  gerontocrac y wheezing toward the 
midterms.  The bodies  at  the  top may 
be  fa l l ing ,  swel l ing ,  and deter io-
rat ing ,  but  the  racist ,  author itar ian 
machiner y  beneath them is  moving 
a long just  f ine.  It  i s  c lear  that  this 
administrat ion is  not  wait ing un-
t i l  af ter  another  e lec t ion loss  to  cr y 
f raud.  Instead,  they ’re  t r y ing to  r ig 
the  terms of  par t ic ipat ion now.
       That  is  what  connects  Trump’s 
e lec t ion séance  to  Rubio and Mil ler’s 
rhetor ic  about  domest ic  terror ism. 
Trump keeps  feeding the  publ ic  the 
l ie  that  e lec t ions  are  stolen f rom him. 
His  administrat ion attacks  the  laws 
and inst itut ions  that  protect  vot ing 
r ights .  Then his  top of f ic ia ls  create 
a  categor y  of  domest ic  enemies  who 
can be  blamed,  sur vei l led,  f inancia l ly 
st rangled,  arrested,  and prosecuted 
when people  res ist .
       Trump suppl ies  the  conspirac y. 
Rubio g ives  the  enemy a  name.  Mi l l -

er  explains  how the  government  wi l l 
come af ter  them.  And Hegseth makes 
sure  the  mi l itar y  wi l l  remain on the 
“ leading edge of  le tha l ity”  in  case 
folks  take  to  the  st reets .  S ounds l ike 
the  Pa lmer  R aids ,  or  McCarthyism,  or 
COINTELPRO.

       But  none of  this  i s  unfami l iar  to 
Black people.  We’ve  seen this  whole 
white-supremacist  author itar ian pro-
duct ion before.  Long before  “the  le f t” 
was  branded dangerous ,  this  govern-
ment  tested these  methods  on Black 
people.
      S lave  rebel l ions  were  ca l led ter-
ror ism and abol it ionists  were  t reated 
as  subvers ives .  Black labor  organizers 
were  branded radica ls .  Civ i l  r ights 
leaders  and groups ,  f rom Mart in  Lu-
ther  King Jr.  to  the  Black Panthers , 
were  sur vei l led  by the  FBI  as  threats 
to  nat ional  secur ity,  not  because  they 
were  engaged in  some vast  cr iminal 
enterpr ise . 
       Their  ideas ,  organizing ac t iv-
it ies ,  and demands threatened the 
racia l  order.   And so those  move-
ments  were  inf i lt rated,  their  funding 
was  disrupted,  they  were  subjected to 
cooked-up plots ,  folks  were  arrested, 

Marco Rubio And Stephen Mi l ler ’s 
Criminalization Of  The L eft  Was 
Teste d On Black Americ a  First
Tr ump’s  top off icia ls  create  a  c ategor y of  domestic  enemies  w ho c an b e 
blame d,  sur vei l le d,  f inancial ly  strang le d,  arreste d,  and pros e cute d w hen p e o-
ple  resist .

Tr ump

Teste d on Black Americ a  f irst  -p age -  8
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Black Farmers  Win C our t  C as e  That  Restores 
$127 Mi l l ion in  Fe deral  Grants
The de cision reinstates  funding for  organizations  that  say  the  USDA cuts 
threatene d jobs  and community  programs.

by Aal lyah Wrig ht  7-2-26

Pe ople  p ass  throug h the  C harlotte  Regional  Farmers  Market  in  C harlotte,  Nor th C arolina.  A fe deral  judge re cently  ordere d the  U.S. 
Dep ar tment  of  Agricu lture  to  reinstate  $127 mi l l ion in  awarde d grants  to  organizations  le d by and that  supp or t  Black farmers.  ( Jef-
fre y  Gre enb erg/Universal  Images  Group v ia  G etty  Images

       Black farmers  l ike  Sharon Mal-
lor y  can f ina l ly  get  some rel ie f  af ter 
a  judge ru led to  restore  mi l l ions  of 
dol lars  in  grants .
       Earl ier  this  year,  the  Trump ad-
ministrat ion yanked the  money away 
f rom organizat ions  led by and in 
support  of  Black farmers . 
      Mal lor y ’s  organizat ion,  the  2020 
Farmers  C ooperat ive,  promised to 
purchase  equipment  and land and 
provide  food for  their  communi-
t ies .  They entered agreements  with 
farmers ,  but  the  cooperat ive  couldn’t 
fu l f i l l  i t s  obl igat ion af ter  the  U.S . 
Depar tment  of  Agr iculture  sent  a 
le tter  stat ing the  grant  had been ter-
minated in  March.  The depar tment 
c laimed the  awards  were  “discr imi-
nator y  based on divers ity,  equity  and 
inclusion and wastefu l  spending.”
      For  Mal lor y,  the  pause  on the 
land grants  caused distrust  and dis-
rupt ion to  the  cooperat ive’s  work. 
S ome organizat ions  had to  reduce or 
layof f  s taf f ,  end programs,  and diver t 
resources .  Many farm operat ions  may 
not  be  able  to  sur vive  because  of  i t .
      “Put  it  another  way,  the  grant 
terminat ion has  undone 2020 Farm-
ers  C ooperat ive’s  long-term work 
in  bui lding t rust ing relat ionships , 
which led us  to  apply  for  the  grant , 
and we must  now f ind new ways  to 
get  back to  where  we were  reputa-
t ional ly,”  Mal lor y  said  in  the  lawsuit .
      She  and more than two dozen 
organizat ions  may be  able  to  sa lvage 
what  has  been tarnished.

      In  a  June 30 order,  U.S .  Distr ic t 
Judge B er y l  A.  Howel l  ru led that 
USDA and its  employees  must  re-
instate  $127 mi l l ion in  awards  and 
f i le  a  status  repor t  with  the  court  on 
Ju ly  3  by  5  p.m.  The decis ion comes 
a  month af ter  24  ent it ies  — includ-
ing the  2020 Farmers  C ooperat ive 
— joined an ongoing lawsuit  cha l-
lenging the  USDA’s  decis ion to  e l im-
inate  the  program,  which was  meant 
to  address  histor ic  land loss  exper i-
enced by farmers  of  color.  It  was  par t 
of  the  former Pres ident  Joe  Biden’s 
Increas ing L and,  Capita l ,  and Market 
Access  Program,  which awarded $300 
mi l l ion to  50 projec ts .
      “L and Access  Program Plaint i f fs 
have  demonstrated that  the  termina-
t ions  of  their  indiv idual  grants  were 
l ikely  contrar y  to  statute ,  that  they 
wi l l  suf fer  i r reparable  harm in the 
absence  of  re l ie f ,  and that  the  ba l-
ance  of  equit ies  and publ ic  interest 
favor  prel iminar y  injunct ive  re l ie f ,” 
Howel l  wrote  In  a  separate  opinion 
released on the  same day.  “ Thus, 
these  grant  terminat ions  are  prel imi-
nar i ly  vacated.”
      Hannah Wolf ,  FarmSTAND staf f 
attorney and counsel  for  plaint i f fs , 
said  this  v ic tor y  is  for  the  people 
across  the  U.S .  who are  working to 
bui ld  “fairer  and more sustainable 
food systems.”
      “ Through this  order,  and in  pre-
viously  enjoining other  grants  ter-
minated by USDA and D O GE [De-
par tment  of  Government  Ef f ic ienc y] , 

the  court  has  consistent ly  recognized 
that  USDA has  an obl igat ion to  ass ist 
a l l  farmers  and ranchers ,”  Wolf  said 
in  a  statement .  “It  cannot  diminish 
ser vices  to  cer tain  farmers  by  invok-
ing phrases  l ike  ‘ i l lega l  DEI.’”

The fol lowing are  farmer organiza-
t ions  or  ent it ies  whose  grants  wi l l  be 
restored:

2020 Farmers  C ooperat ive
Afr ican Al l iance  of  Rhode Is land
Agrar ia  C enter  for  Regenerat ive 
Pract ice
Agrar ian Trust
Black Oregon L and Trust
C enter  for  Heirs’  Proper ty
Cult ivate  Kansas  City
Four Bands C ommunity  Fund
Heru Urban Farming
H.O.P.E For  Smal l  Farm Sustainabi l -
ity
Iowa Val ley  RC&D
Kansas  Black Farmers  Associat ion
King C ounty,  Washington
NDN C ol lec t ive
Northeast  Organic  Farming Associa-
t ion of  New Jersey  (NOFA-NJ)
Ourspace  World
RAFI
San Diego Food System Al l iance
Sustainable  Iowa L and Trust
THRIVE Santa  Ana
Urban Oasis  Projec t
Viva  Farms
Workin Rootz
World Farmers 
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NC Attorne y G eneral  re je cts  Du ke Energ y ’s  rate 
increas e  from p age 1

Dr.  E dward B.  For t  -  from p age 1

rate  increase  request  f rom about  18% 
to  about  9 .5% over  two years  for  res-
ident ia l  users .
       But  Jackson says  it’s  s t i l l  too 
high.  He said  res ident ia l  users  are 
being asked to  cover  more of  the  in-
crease  than industr ia l  users .
       “We did our  own independent 
analys is  of  what  Duke wi l l  need to 
meet  demand,  and we think they 
overshot  the  mark,”  Jackson said  in 
a  v ideo posted to  socia l  media  on 
Tuesday.  “We think they can come 
down s igni f icant ly,  and st i l l  meet 
demand.
       The sett lement  does  not  require 
the  approval  of  the  state  attorney 
genera l ,  but  Jackson could take  the 
matter  to  cour t .  A spokesperson for 
Jackson didn’t  immediately  respond 
to  NC Newsl ine’s  inquir y  about  po-
tent ia l  l i t igat ion.
       Gov.  Josh Ste in  a lso  cr it ic ized 
the  proposed sett lement ,  saying the 
Ut i l it ies  C ommission needs  to  im-
pose  a  large  load tar i f f  to  ensure 
data  centers  cover  their  own elec-
tr ic ity  costs . 
       “ These  are  some of  the  largest 
and r ichest  companies  in  the  world,” 
Ste in  said  on socia l  media .  “ They 
can pay more to  lower  ever yone 
e lse’s  rates .”
       The dea l  sets  a  9 .8% return on 
equity,  represent ing the  prof it  mar-
g in for  shareholders .  Under  North 
Carol ina  law,  regulated ut i l i t ies  must 
be  a l lowed to  earn a  “reasonable  rate 
of  return”  to  cont inue to  att rac t  in-
vestors .  
      Kendal  B owman,  Duke Energ y’s 
North Carol ina  pres ident ,  said  the 
company’s  goa l  remains  del iver ing 
rel iable  power  at  the  lowest  poss ible 
cost . 
       “We appreciate  our  stakehold-
ers’  engagement  in  f inding a  path 
that  a l lows us  to  more cost-ef fec t ive-
ly  ser ve  the  Tar  Heel  State ,”  B owman 
said  in  a  statement .  “We’ve  agreed to 
reduce rates  even more than in  our 
pr ior  sett lements ,  whi le  st i l l  a l low-
ing us  to  make v ita l  inf rastructure 
investments  to  meet  exist ing and 

future  customer needs .”
       The dea l  between Duke Ener-
g y Carol inas ,  a  subsidiar y  cover ing 
the  western por t ion of  the  state ,  and 
North Carol ina  Publ ic  Staf f ,  which 
represents  customers ,  requires  ap-
proval  f rom the  North Carol ina 
Ut i l it ies  C ommission before  moving 
for ward. 
       The ut i l i ty,  Publ ic  Staf f ,  and 
other  sett l ing par t ies  agreed to  nego-
t iate  s imi lar  terms for  Duke Energ y 
Progress ,  which covers  the  eastern 
ha l f  of  North Carol ina . 
       Under  the  proposa l ,  rates  for 
res ident ia l  users  would increase  by 
5 .9% in the  f i rst  year  and 3 .6% in 
the  second,  leading to  a  cumulat ive 
growth of  9 .5%,  according to  Duke 
Energ y spokesperson Bi l l  Norton. 
       If  approved,  the  new rates  would 
take  ef fec t  on Jan.  1 .
       Government  of f ic ia ls ,  t rade 
groups ,  and environmenta l ists 
pushed back against  Duke’s  or ig ina l 
request  for  an 18% increase,  c it ing 
r is ing pr ices  for  consumers  across 
the  board.
       In  recent  months ,  s takehold-
ers  have  a lso  voiced concerns  about 
hypersca le  data  centers  threatening 
energ y af fordabi l ity  in  the  state  by 
shi f t ing costs  to  res idents .
       L awmakers  introduced and ad-
vanced leg is lat ion target ing the  topic 
this  sess ion,  a lthough none of  the 
standalone bi l l s  have  yet  made it  to 
Ste in’s  desk.  The state  budget ,  how-
ever,  repea ls  the  sa les  tax  exemption 
on elec tr ic ity  for  data  centers . 
        Whi le  the  agreement  doesn’t 
direc t ly  address  data  centers ,  Norton 
told  NC Newsl ine  in  an emai l  that 
Duke Energ y has  had “construct ive 
discuss ions”  about  implement ing a 
large  load tar i f f .
       “Our analys is  shows that  large 
load customers  l ike  data  centers  wi l l 
not  only  pay for  the  costs  required 
to  ser ve  them but  a lso  contr ibute 
addit ional  revenue to  lower  costs  for 
a l l  other  customers ,”  Norton wrote. 
“ That  wi l l  remain the  case  regardless 
of  whether  a  large  load tar i f f  i s  es-

tabl ished or  not .”
      Environmenta l  Defense  Fund NC 
pol ic y  direc tor  Wil l  S cott  said  the 
sett lement  shows Duke Energ y sees 
the  need for  new data  center  regula-
t ions .
       “ That  is  a  win for  regular  cus-
tomers  and opens  the  door  to  en-
abl ing data  centers  to  br ing their 
own clean energ y as  many other 
states  are  doing,”  S cott  said  in  a 
statement . 
       Environmenta l ists  are  a lso  wor-
r ied about  the  federa l  government’s 
move to  push ut i l i t ies  away f rom 
adding clean energ y sources .  They 
say  Duke Energ y is  pr ior it iz ing Pres-
ident  Donald Trump’s  favor  over  af-
fordable ,  renewable  energ y for  North 
Carol inians . 
       L ast  month,  the  Trump admin-
istrat ion gave  Duke Energ y a  $28.4 
mi l l ion grant  for  a  coa l  plant  in 
Person C ounty.  Earl ier  this  year,  the 
ut i l i ty  received $129 mi l l ion f rom 
the  Trump administrat ion to  cancel 
i t s  Carol ina  Long Bay of fshore  wind 
lease.
       North Carol ina’s  U.S .  Reps . 
Deborah Ross ,  Valer ie  Foushee,  and 
Alma Adams wrote  a  le tter  to  Duke 
Energ y Tuesday demanding answers 
about  the  end of  the  of fshore  wind 
lease.  
       “In  recent  months ,  mult iple  of f-
shore  wind projec ts  and lease  areas 
across  the  countr y  have  been can-
celed by the  Trump administrat ion 
in  exchange for  payouts  to  the  lease-
holders  and promises  to  re invest 
those  funds  into  foss i l  fuel  projec ts 
and infrastructure,”  the  le tter  read. 
“ The Carol ina  Long Bay projec t  rep-
resented one of  the  best  opportuni-
t ies  to  develop of fshore  wind energ y 
of f  North Carol ina’s  coast .”
       The Trump administrat ion has 
been dismiss ive  of  renewable  energ y 
development ,  ca l l ing it  the  “green 
new scam.” 
       Ross  and other  Democrats  ac-
cused Trump of  br iber y  in  May re-
garding the  buyouts . 

Gre ensb oro and b e yond gave  the 
proje ct   momentum and help e d 
strengthen ties  b etwe en the  mus e-
um and Nor th C arolina Agricu ltur-
al  and Te chnic al  State  University.                                           
Dr.  For t  was  esp e cia l ly  wel l  p osi-
tione d to  understand that  conne c-
tion.  As  a  founding memb er of  the 
B o ard of  Dire ctors  and longtime 
B o ard s e cretar y,  Dr.  For t  broug ht 
de c ades  of  e duc ational  and admin-

istrative  exp erience  to  an organi-
zation committe d to  pres er v ing the 
site  of  the  Gre ensb oro Sit-Ins  and 
establishing a  mus eum de dic ate d to 
civ i l  and human rig hts .
He arrive d in  Gre ensb oro in  S ep-
temb er 1981 as  the  eig hth chan-
cel lor  of  N.C.A&T,  university 
w hos e  students  — Jibre el  K hazan 
(formerly  Ez el l  Blair  Jr. ) ,  Frank-
l in  McC ain,  Jos eph McNei l  and 

Dav id R ichmond on Febr uar y 1, 
1960,  chal lenge d racia l  exclusion 
at  the  Wo olwor th lunch counter.                                           
The sit- in  the y b egan help e d in-
spire  simi lar  demonstrations  across 
the  countr y  and b e c ame p ar t  of  a 
bro ader  movement  chal lenging ra-
cia l  s egregation in  public  accommo-
dations.
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 the  AI  faci l i t ies  would af fec t  the 
community.  Two weeks  later,  the 
counci l  reversed their  previous  deci-
s ion.The vote  was  9-0  to  move for-
ward with the  Morator ium.  The vote 
posit ion the  c ity  to  schedule  a  hear-
ing on Monday August  17  wherein 
the  City  C ounci l  voted 8-0  with one 
recusa l ,   to  establ ish  a  180 day Mor-
atorum.
         S imi lar  to  Greensboro,  North 
Carol ina  res idents  have  raised con-

cerns  that  AI  data  centers  could con-
sume enormous amounts  of  e lec tr ic-
ity  and water,  increas ing ut i l i ty  costs 
and straining loca l  resources .  C om-
munit ies  a lso  worr y  about  noise ,  air 
pol lut ion f rom backup generators , 
environmenta l  damage,  and pressure 
on roads  and infrastructure.  S ome 
quest ion whether  data  centers  create 
enough permanent  jobs  to  just i f y  tax 
incent ives  and publ ic  investment . 
Others  fear  that  rapid development 

could change rura l  communit ies , 
reduce farmland,  and burden near-
by res idents  whi le  prof its  f low else-
where.  C oncerns  about  t ransparenc y, 
zoning,  whether  minor ity  commu-
nit ies  would be  disproport ionately 
af fec ted and whether  communit ies 
have  meaningful  input  before  proj-
ec ts  are  approved have  a lso  fueled 
opposit ion.

Gre ensb oro AI Data  C enter  180 -day Moratorium from p age 1

Walt  Unks Journal
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Hel lo,  pleas e  print  a l l  of  this ,  I  just  gotta  get  it  of f  my chest .  You k now,  its  k ind 
of  o dd to  me that  p o or w hite  p e ople,  mostly  MAGA, wou ld supp or t  a  racist  for 
president  l i ke  Donald Tr ump.  The y vote  against  their  ow n e conomic interest . 
Other  than b eing a  cro ok,  as  a  p olit ic ian Tr ump has  a lways  b enef ite d the  r ich at 
the  exp ens e  of  the  p o or.  Now the y are  p ay ing hig her  gro cer y  and gas  prices ,  and 
unemploy ment  is  r ising.  He star te d an unjustif ie d and i l legal  war  w ith Iran that 
MAGA s ons and daug hters  must  f ig ht  w hi le  he  and his  r ich fr iends’  chi ldren 
stay  home and avoid the  c arnage and horror  of  war  just  as  he  did during the 
Vietnam War era.  Tr ump has  pu l le d the  s o-c al l  safety  net  from under  MAGA, 
l i ke  fo o d stamps,  Me dic aid,  Ob amac are  a l l  to  g ive  welfare  and tax  breaks  to  bi l -
l ionaires  and cor p orations.  As  the  late  Mar v in G aye wou ld say  to  MAGA, “w hats 
going on.”  And I  say,  MAGA are  you crazy.  I  think former President  Ly ndon 
Bay nes  Johns on put  it  b est  s ome 60 years  ago w hen he  was  aske d w hy p o or w hite 
Republic ans  rep eate d ly  vote  against  their  ow n s elf- interest .  Johns on said “  If 
you c an conv ince  the  lowest  w hite  man he is  b etter  than the  b est  colore d man, 
he  won’t  k now you are  pick ing his  p o cket .  Hel l ,  you give  him s ome one to  lo ok 
dow n on and he’ l l  empty his  p o ckets  for  you.”  That’s  i t .  MAGA is  pro of  p ositive; 
racism is  a  mental  dis eas e.

G o o d morning,  watching the  national  ne ws this  morning,  and in  this  p olit ic a l 
s eas on,  the  Republic ans  nationw ide are  v i l lainizing w hat  you c al l  Demo cratic 
S o cia l ist ,  and the y have  b egun to  c a l l  them s omething that  the y are  not  and 
that’s  C ommunist .  I  was  think ing we’ve  b e en here  b efore.  C ons er vatives  la-
b ele d Mar tin Luther  King as  a  C ommunist .  But  you k now,  i f  c apita l ism is  s o 
great ,  w hy do cor p orations  ne e d tax  breaks,  subsidies ,  exemptions,  grants ,  and 
b ai l  outs .  And as  for  Demo cratic  S o cia l ism,  President  Frank lin Ros e velt  must 
have  b e en a  Demo cratic  S o cia l ist .  If  not ,  he  acte d l i ke  one.  His  administra-
tion gave  us  S o cia l  S e curity,  Me dic are,  Me dic aid,  unions,  holidays,  and farm 
subsidies .  Demo cratic  s o cia l ism is  lo ok ing pretty  go o d for  me and my fami ly ’s 
b ottom l ine.

G o o d afterno on,  want  to  let  your readers  k now ab out  county and city  programs 
that  may b enef it  them.  First ly,  on August  15,  Gui lford C ounty ’s  L ow Income 
Home ow ners  Assistance  Grant  Program w i l l  op en to  a l l  home ow ners.  The pro-
gram is  exclusively  for  residents  65 and older.  Giv ing s eniors  a  30-day head-
star t .   Then the  age  restrictions  w i l l  go away,  and any qualif y ing home ow ner 
c an apply.  The grants  are  one-time p ay ments  made dire ct ly  to  home ow ners. 
Als o,  the  county has  star te d a  program to help p e ople  w ho f ind thems elves  in-
volve d in  a  c iv i l  cour t  action w ithout  a  law yer.  On August  13,  Gui lford C ounty 
op ens  a  s e cond lo c ation of  its  legal  supp or t  center.  It  isn’t  a  law f irm and staff 
are  not  law yers .  The y w i l l  help  p e ople  by  prov iding step -by-  step information 
ab out  cour t  pro ce dures,  help  p e ople  determine w hat  forms the y ne e d and ex-
plain the  forms and f igure  out  w hat  the y are  supp os e d to  do next .  The center  is 
lo c ate d dow ntow n in ro om LG50 of  the  Gui lford C ounty C our thous e,  201 S outh 
Eugene Stre et .  Just  info that  may help.  Hop e s o.

Have you e ver  had a  b ad f irst  impression on a  date?  I  rememb er w hen a  guy 
showe d up w ith s ome w ithere d ros es .  L i ke  is  this  the  sign of  our  future  togeth-
er?  Almost  near  dead br u h.You k now you don’t  get  a  s e cond chance to  make a 
f irst  impression. 

G o d has  b e en go o d to  me!! !  He has  bless e d me w ith a  b eautifu l  place,  a 
smar t  gorge ous w ife,  a  ne w job,  mannerly  k ids,  and great  fami ly  and friends. 
Thank G o d for  your blessings,  Don’t  take  l i fe  for  grante d b e c aus e  its  s o o o 
shor t .  G o o d day! ! !
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Publisher’s View
August  2026 E dition

w w w.gre ensb orotimesne ws.com

To B e Americ an,  Black,  Gifte d,  and 
“Woke”

       “Woke,”  I  am one person society 
can def ine  as  “Woke.”  I ’m “Woke” 
and proudly  so.  This  term is  one of 
the  clearest  examples  of  how evi l 
and corrupt  people  can manipulate 
language to  turn a  posit ive  word into 
something negat ive.  For  me,  “Woke” 
means  you work for  godly  r ighteous-
ness ,  and fairness  and just ice  for  a l l . 
It  means  being awake and sensit ive 
to  the  needs  and suf fer ing of  others . 
It  means  being awake to  t ruth and 
injust ice .   
       The enemies  of  t ruth want  us  to 
be  l ike  Rip Van Winkle.  Remember 
him? A Dutch American v i l lager  who 
fa l ls  as leep in  the  mountains  in  the 
1760s  and woke up twenty  years  later 
to  a  changed world  having missed 
the  Revolut ionar y  War.  The white 
supremacist  MAGA movement ,  a 
code for  Make America  white  again, 
wants  Americans  of  good wi l l  and  
an ethica l  mora l  compass  to  not  be 
“Woke” but  s leep and do nothing 
whi le  they--  unchal lenged--  t rans-
form America  into  a  modern-day 
Nazi  author itar ian dic tatorship to 
complete  Hit ler’s  dream.  Remem-
ber  the  MAGA cult  leader  said  he 
“would be  a  dic tator  on day one.” 
Since  day one,  he  has  been tr y ing 

to  make good on that  promise.  For-
mer US C ongresswoman Liz  Chaney, 
(R-  Wyoming)  said  the  nat ion is 
“s leepwalking into  dic tatorship”  in 
the  United States .  MAGA is  the  op-
posite  of  Woke.  They are  in  a  deep 
s leep, they are  in  a  coma.
       What  are  the  consequences  of 
not  being “Woke.”  If  Mart in  Luther 
King and Rosa  Parks  had not  been 
“Woke” when society  was  indoc-
tr inated to  accept  the  status  quo, 
we may be  l iv ing today under  “Jim 
Crow.”  If  Harr iet  Tubman and Fred-
er ick  Douglass  had not  been “Woke”, 
today there  may be  two American 
nat ions--  one,  the  United States  of 
America  and the  other,  the  C onfed-
erate  States  of  America .  If  Reverend 
Jesse  Jackson had not  been “Woke” 
and had not  run for  pres ident ,  there 
would be  no f i rst  Afr ican American 
pres ident ,  Barack Obama.  To not 
be  “Woke” a l lows the  MAGA move-
ment  to  erase  histor y  and hide  the 
atrocit ies  that  they have  committed 
against  the  the  cont inent  of  Afr ica 
and the  indigenous people  of  the 
Americas .  Therefore,  they  have  no 
reponsibi lty  for  reparat ive  just ice . 
Stay  “Woke.”
        B ecause  of  the  ca lculated del ib-

erate  distor t ion of  the  t rue  meaning 
of  “Woke”,  just  l ike  Rip Van Wrinkle , 
many Americans  today are  as leep. 
“Woke” means  being aware,  being 
intel l igent ,  and not  l iv ing in  a  L aL a 
land of  fantasy  created by a  C om-
mander  in  Chief  who is  delusion-
a l  and only  interested in  his  racia l 
genocida l  agenda and his  own f inan-
cia l  se l f - interest .
       F ina l ly,  there  are  subt le  s igns 
of  Americans  beginning to  s lowly  
become “Woke.”  They are  becom-
ing “Woke” to  the  fac t  that  their 
gas ,  rent ,  ut i l i ty,  and grocer y  costs 
are  r is ing .  Pr imari ly  because  of  tax 
breaks  to  Americas’  bi l l ionaire  c lass 
and an i l lega l ,  unjust  Iran war  of 
choice  of  the  Pres ident .  They are 
becoming “Woke” because  they re-
a l ize  that  many of  their  sons  and 
daughters  wi l l  come home in  cof f ins 
not  having any t rue  understanding 
of  America’s  Januar y  28,  unprovoked 
attack on Iran.  The rat ionale  for 
the  war  pract ica l ly  changes  ever y 
day.  S o,  join  me,  wake up,  standup, 
and stay  “Woke!”  Especia l ly  on No-
vember  3 ,  be  “Woke” and vote.  Your 
future  and the  future  of  the  countr y  
depends on it . 
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Teste d on Black Americ a  f irst  from p age -  2
prosecuted,  and jai led as  threats  to 
publ ic  safety.  The boundar y between 
dissent  and v iolence  was  erased so 
that  racia l  just ice  movements  looked 
cr iminal .
       And now,  here  we go again. 
       Just  l i s ten to  how Stephen Mil l -
er’s  target  l i s t  includes  anyone the 
administrat ion deems responsible  for 
creat ing “condit ions”  for  v iolence. 
That’s  pretty  broad and has  the  po-
tent ia l  to  cover  anyone f rom profes-
sors ,  journal ists ,  pastors ,  nonprof its , 
univers it ies ,  foundat ions ,  or  donors 
connected to  exposing injust ices . 
      That  means  ever y  teacher,  wr it-
er,  organizer,  inst itut ion,  donor,  or 
benefactor  can be  folded into  this 
supposed terror ist  network.  And “de-
funding”  and “debanking”  means  they 
wi l l  not  only  arrest  and prosecute 
people,  but  cut  of f  money,  banking 
access ,  employment ,  and any other 
inf rastructure  that  a l lows opposit ion 
movements  to  sur vive.
       You don’t  have  to  imprison ever y 
diss ident  i f  you can bankrupt  the  or-
ganizat ions  they work for.  You don’t 
have  to  censor  ever y  journal ist  i f  em-
ployers  become too f r ightened to  hire 

them.  You don’t  have  to  out law ever y 
protest  i f  banks ,  donors ,  univers it ies , 
and foundat ions  decide  support ing 
controvers ia l  causes  is  too r isky.

       Power  doesn’t  a lways  announce 
itse l f  with  tanks  rol l ing down Penn-
sy lvania  Avenue.  S omet imes  it  arr ives 
as  a  compliance  depar tment .  Black 
communit ies  understand this  better 
than most  Americans  because  we’ve 
l ived through earl ier  vers ions  with 
our  churches  and organizat ions  be-
ing inf i lt rated,  our  newspapers  sur-

vei l led,  our  leaders  wiretapped and 
assass inated. 
      The Trump regime is  us ing old 
weapons and borrowing f rom an 
older  racia l  counter insurgenc y t ra-
dit ion used on Black communit ies . 
The government  learned how to  sup-
press  pol it ica l  opposit ion by pract ic-
ing on Black communit ies  f i rst .  But 
this  t ime they’re  being more open 
with their  intent ions ,  systemat ic , 
and using more sophist icated tools 
than previous  generat ions  of  of f ic ia ls 
could have  imagined.
       That  is  why Mi l ler’s  dist inc-
t ion between “terror ists”  and those 
who merely  “support”  the  condit ions 
around them is  so  dangerous .  Black 
histor y  shows how quick ly  that  cate-
gor y  expands. 
       The warning,  then,  is  s imple : 
what  is  being announced as  a  war  on 
“the  le f t”  is  an expansion of  tools 
long used against  Black f reedom 
movements .  Black people  are  not 
encounter ing a  new pol it ica l  tech-
nolog y.  We are  watching an old  one 
become nat ional  pol ic y.
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International  Civ i l  R ig hts  C enter  and Mus eum held its  66th Anniversar y  of  the  Gre ensb oro Sit-Ins  on Saturday Ju ly  18. 
2026.  The theme for  the  e vent  was  “Standing up for  Demo crac y ”.  Award re cipients  were  Rob er t  “B ob” Brow n Alton/Jones 
International  Civ i l  and Human R ig hts  Award,  Rob er t  “B ob” McAdo o,  Trai lblaz er  Award,  Nei l  B elenky,  Unsung Hero 
Award (Posthumously)  Mitzi  Turner,  L ifetime C ommunity  S er v ice  Award,  Ir v ing Al len,  Ke ep er  of  the  Flame Award and 
Virgina Wi l l iams,  Sit-In Par ticip ant  Award.  Music al  Performance,  Maria  Howel l  Vo c alist ,  Actress  (“B e yond the  G ates”)
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Topics Covered:
• City Council news
• City project updates
• Arts and entertainment 
• Job postings
• Road closures 
• And more! 
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Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 

       Michael  What ley ’s  campaign is 
f lai l ing .  The Republ ican S enate  can-
didate  doesn’t  have  anything to  run 
on,  so  he’s  t r y ing to  f ind something 
to  run against .  S o  far,  he’s  s tuck 
on re- l it igat ing the  COVID era .  In 
par t icular,  he’s  t r y ing to  c laim Roy 
C ooper  re leased a  bunch of  pr isoners 
who went  on to  commit  more cr imes . 
It’s  not  going to  work because,  one, 
i t’s  not  t rue,  and,  two,  this  e lec torate 
is  looking to  the  future,  not  the  past .
       Republ icans  are  fever ish ly  t r y-
ing to  make shutdowns,  mask man-
dates ,  and vaccines  the  issue  of  the 
midterm elec t ions .  They’ve  dragged 
Anthony Fauci  before  a  C ongres-
s ional  committee  and Trump is  de-
manding he  be  indic ted for  some-
thing.  RFK,  Jr.  can’t  s top ta lk ing 
about  vaccines ,  making S enator  Bi l l 

Cass idy the  biggest  dupe in  the  S en-
ate  — no smal l  accomplishment . 
Most  of  the  countr y  that’s  not  l iv ing 
on Twitter  is  ignor ing the  whole  sor-
did episode.
      What ley ’s  campaign is  accus-
ing C ooper  of  re leas ing about  3 ,500 
pr isoners ,  implying that  he’s  sof t 
on cr ime.  L ast  week,  the  Assembly 
bas ica l ly  debunked that  whole  l ine 
of  attack by repor t ing that  C ooper’s 
administrat ion fought  the  release 
of  pr isoners .  The ACLU and other 
groups  were  suing the  state ,  demand-
ing 18,000 pr isoners  be  re leased.  The 
ones  re leased were  par t  of  a  compro-
mise,  not  an init iat ive  of  the  C ooper 
administrat ion.
       B es ides ,  North Carol ina  was  far 
f rom the  only  government  to  re lease 
pr isoners .  Other  states  a lso  reduced 
their  inmate  populat ions  to  prevent 

the  spread of  the  disease.  Donald 
Trump released more than 13,000 
federa l  pr isoners  to  home conf ine-
ment .  What ley ’s  cer tain ly  not  com-
plaining about  his  benefactor  putt ing 
cr iminals  back on the  st reet .
       Republ icans  are  t r y ing desper-
ately  to  change the  nat ional  con-
versat ion.  It  won’t  work.  Successfu l 
campaigns  tap into  voters’  concerns 
and let  people  know that  they are 
being heard.  What ley  is  ignor ing 
their  problems and instead t r y ing to 
distract  them by ta lk ing about  a  t ime 
most  people  just  want  to  forget .
       He’s  l ike  a  guy waving his  arms 
at  the  back of  a  large  crowd moving 
for ward,  yel l ing ,  “Look at  me!  C ome 
this  way!”  As  I  said  earl ier,  he’s 
f lai l ing .  And so are  a  bunch of  other 
Republ icans .

Just  f lai l ing
Whatle y  is  tr y ing to  change the  conversation.  It  won’t  work.

Thomas Mi l ls  from PoliticsNC

Roy C o op er  and Michael  Whatle y

8/12/26
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Angela  Dav is  is  a  s cholar,  author,  and longtime activ ist  w hos e  work has  fo-
cus e d on civ i l  r ig hts ,  pris on reform,  e duc ation,  and s o cia l  justice  for  more 
than f ive  de c ades.  Her  w ritings  continue to  b e  studie d around the  world.
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       EAST GREENSB ORO, N.C. 
(Aug.  3 ,  2026)  –  In  Forbes’  mag-
azine’s  f i rst-ever  rankings  of  the 
nat ion’s  top histor ica l ly  Black col-
lege  and univers it ies ,  North Carol i-
na Agr icultura l  and Technica l  State 
Univers ity  c laimed the  No.  1  posi-
t ion among a l l  publ ic  HB CUs across 
the  countr y.
       Released over  the  weekend 
as  par t  of  i t s  “ Top C ol leges  2026” 
package,  Forbes’  rankings  s ing led 
out  North Carol ina  A&T for  it s 
outstanding return on investment 
— the  leading measurement  point 
in  Forbes’  methodolog y —and its 
s ize  (A&T is  the  largest  histor ica l ly 
Black univers ity  in  America) .  A&T ’s 
average  undergraduate  cost  of  at-
tendance for  in-state  students  is 
$28,519,  whi le  a lumni  early-career 
median pay is  $68,700,  with  mid-ca-
reer  median pay r is ing to  $116,300.
       According to  data  publ ished an-
nual ly  in  Money magazine,  A&T has 
been America’s  most  af fordable  doc-
tora l  research univers ity  for  the  past 
three  years .  A&T ’s  costs- to-earnings 
rat io  is  highly  compet it ive  among 
a l l  doctora l  univers it ies ,  i t s  s tar t ing 
a lumni  pay has  repeatedly  ranked 
No.  2  in  the  Univers ity  of  North 
Carol ina  System and its  mid-career 
median pay is  second highest  among 
a l l  publ ic  HB CUs.
       “We are  st rongly  committed 

to  providing except ional  va lue  for 
our  students  and their  fami l ies . 
That  means  ensur ing our  students 
not  only  excel  whi le  in  school ,  but 
in  the  workplace  af ter  graduat ion,” 
said  Chancel lor  James  R .  Mart in  II . 
“It’s  why we host  our  state’s  larg-
est  col lege  career  fairs  and why so 
many Aggies  graduate  with  mult iple 
of fers  of  employment .  As  America’s 
top producer  of  Black STEM grad-
uates ,  we especia l ly  appreciate  that 
our  graduates  are  of  st rong interest 
to  many of  the  best  employers  in  the 
world.”
       The cost  of  attendance in  Forbes 
fac tors  a l l  expenses ,  not  just  tuit ion 
and fees :  Housing,  meals ,  books  and 
suppl ies ,  t ransportat ion and person-
a l  expenses .  For  inst itut ions  l i s ted in 
other  Forbes’  rankings ,  those  costs 
are  of ten double  or  even tr iple  A&T 
costs .  Forbes’  top-ranked univers ity, 
pr ivate  MIT,  has  a  tota l  annual  cost 
of  $82,730;  the  tota l  annual  cost  of 
Forbes’  top-ranked publ ic  univers ity, 
B erkeley,  i s  $75,830.
       A&T ’s  graduate  enrol lment 
of  2 ,018 was  second among HB-
CUs in  these  rankings  only  to 
Howard,  which topped the  pr ivate 
HB CU rankings .  A&T,  however,  has 
achieved that  enrol lment  without 
medica l ,  law,  dent ist r y  or  veter inar y 
col leges ,  whi le  Howard has  medica l , 
law,  denta l  and pharmac y schools .

       A&T is  not  rest ing on its  lau-
rels ,  however.  In  ever y  measured 
categor y,  f rom graduat ion success  to 
retent ion rates  to  enrol lment ,  A&T 
is  posit ioned for  great  success  in 
the  school  year  that  begins  later  this 
month.  A&T wi l l  a lso  be  eva luat-
ed for  it s  bas ic  c lass i f icat ion in  the 
Carnegie  Class i f icat ion of  C ol leges 
and Univers it ies ,  in  which A&T is 
projec ted to  achieve  Carnegie’s  top 
designat ion for  research univers i-
t ies :  Research 1 .
       And in  that  important  “ intan-
gible”  categor y,  HB CU culture,  A&T 
students  wi l l  exper ience  a  dynamic 
year  of  opportunit ies ,  f rom celebra-
t ion of  the  100th anniversar y  of  the 
“greatest  homecoming on ear th”  to 
launch of  a  new TED Talk  ser ies .
       “Each year,  we are  blessed to 
c l imb into rea lms where  no HB CU 
has  gone before.  That  is  cr it ica l ly 
important  to  us ,  to  set  a  standard for 
achievement  that  adds  va lue  to  our 
students’  exper iences  and prest ige  to 
the  degrees  our  75,000 a lumni  have 
a lready earned,”  said  Mart in .  “We 
say  it  a  lot ,  but  it  bears  repeat ing 
here :  Aggies  D O.  And then we do it 
again and again and again.”

Media  C ontact  Informat ion:  j torok@
ncat .edu

Forb es:  N.C.  A&T Americ a’s  No.  1  Public  HBCU
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        The U.S .  S enate  has  passed leg-
is lat ion that  could formal ly  end pen-
ny product ion,  establ ish  nat ionwide 
ru les  for  rounding cash t ransact ions , 
and eventual ly  change how nickels 
are  made,  The Hi l l  repor ts .
The S enate  passed the  C ommon 
C ents  Act  unanimously  on Aug.  7 . 
The House  previously  approved its 
own vers ion of  the  leg is lat ion.  The 
chambers  must  approve ident ica l 
leg is lat ion before  the  measure  can 
advance to  Pres ident  Donald Trump.
        For  consumers  and businesses , 
the  leg is lat ion could br ing clar ity  to 
cash t ransact ions  as  pennies  become 
increas ing ly  scarce.  The bi l l  would 
a l low businesses  to  round cash pur-
chases  to  the  nearest  f ive  cents  whi le 
leaving credit ,  debit ,  and other  e lec-
tronic  t ransact ions  unchanged.
        For  example,  a  $19.82 cash 
purchase  could be  rounded down 
to  $19.80,  whi le  a  $19.83 purchase 

could be  rounded up to  $19.85.
       The federa l  f ramework could 
a lso  address  inconsistencies  created 
by state  and loca l  laws that  restr ic t 
businesses  f rom rounding t ransac-
t ions .
      The leg is lat ion would formal-
ly  end product ion of  pennies  for 
genera l  c irculat ion.  The U.S .  Mint 
produced its  f ina l  c irculat ing penny 
in  2025,  a lthough specia l  col lec t-
ible  pennies  were  re leased in  2026 
to  commemorate  the  nat ion’s  250th 
anniversar y.  Exist ing pennies  would 
remain lega l  tender.
       The out let  repor ted that  more 
than 300 bi l l ion pennies  are  est imat-
ed to  remain in  c irculat ion or  held 
by  consumers .
       The C ommon C ents  Act  a lso 
takes  aim at  the  r is ing cost  of  pro-
ducing nickels .
       According to  U.S .  Mint  f igures 
c ited by The Hi l l ,  producing a  nickel 

cost  13 .31 cents  in  f isca l  year  2025, 
down f rom 13.78 cents  in  f isca l 
2024.  The nickel  has  cost  more  than 
its  5-cent  face  va lue  to  produce for 
20  consecut ive  years .
       Nickels  are  made pr imari ly  of 
copper,  which has  contr ibuted to 
their  e levated product ion costs .  Un-
der  the  leg is lat ion,  the  Treasur y  De-
par tment  would be  author ized to  test 
a  less  expensive  composit ion using 
z inc  and nickel .
       Any a lternat ive  would have  to 
reduce product ion costs  whi le  cre-
at ing minimal  problems for  vending 
machines  and other  equipment  de-
s igned to  accept  coins .
       The leg is lat ion would not  e l im-
inate  the  nickel .  B oth nickels  and 
exist ing pennies  would remain lega l 
tender  even i f  the  measure  becomes 
law.

S enate  Pass es  ‘ The 
C ommon C ents 
Act’  To End Penny 
Pro duction

The go al  is  to  re vamp the  nickel

by Sidne e Michel le
August  13,  2026

       Two of  the  nat ion’s  oldest 
Black-owned banks  are  joining forc-
es  in  a  proposed merger  that  would 
create  the  largest  Black-owned bank 
in  the  United States  by  assets .  S outh 
Carol ina-based Optus  Financia l 
C orporat ion,  the  parent  company 
of  Optus  Bank,  and North Carol i-
na-based M&F Bancorp,  the  parent 
company of  Mechanics  & Farmers 

Bank,  announced a  def init ive  merger 
agreement  that  would combine the 
inst itut ions  into  a  s ing le  bank with 
approximately  $1 .27 bi l l ion in  tota l 
assets .
       The merger  would br ing togeth-
er  more  than 220 years  of  combined 
banking histor y.  M&F Bank was 
founded in  1907 and is  the  oldest 
Black-owned bank in  North Carol i-

na,  whi le  Optus  Bank traces  it s  roots 
to  1921.  The combined inst itut ion 
is  expected to  operate  10  branch-
es  across  North and S outh Carol ina 
and cont inue its  focus  on expanding 
access  to  capita l ,  homeownership, 
and smal l  business  lending in  under-
ser ved communit ies .

Up on approval ,   Optus  Banks’s  Pau l  Mitchel l  overs e eing op er-
atins  as  C hairman and M&F President  James H.  Si l ls  III  (  R)
f i l l ing the  CEO role.

Nor th C arolina’s  f irst  Black-ow ne d b ank,  the  Me-
chanics  and Farmers  Bank (M&F),  was  designate d 
a  National  Historic  L andmark in  1975.
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