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Black mayors leading some of the
nation’s largest cities came together
during the 54th Black Congressional
Caucus Annual Legislative Confer-
ence, vowing to continue to stand
up against the Trump administration
and fight what they see as an attempt
to uphold white supremacy.

“The assignment is to final-
ly bury white supremacy and build
Black wealth,” said Chicago Mayor
Brandon Johnson, whose national
profile has grown since defiantly
standing against President Donald
Trump and his threat to send the Na-
tional Guard to his city.

Johnson was joined by D.C.
Mayor Muriel Bowser, Baltimore
City Mayor Brandon Scott, Oakland
Mayor Barbara Lee, Atlanta Mayor
Andre Dickens and Savannah May-
or Van Johnson for a panel on the
power of Black mayors moderated by
activist Angela Rye.

Mayor Johnson, a former social
studies teacher, called out the fact
that Black mayors lead all of the cit-
ies that President Trump has threat-
ened to militarize-he says that is by
design.

“That is very intentional because
there is an extremism in this country
that has not accepted the results of
the Civil War,” said Johnson. Giv-
en Trump’s MAGA agenda, which
has included dismantling enforce-
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
eliminating federal racial equity
programs, and attempts to sanitize
Black history, the Chicago mayor
said pointedly, “They are fully en-
gaged in their rematch.”

Johnson said Black Americans

Black mayors defiantly double
down against Trump and white

supremacy

“The assignment is to finally bury white supremacy and build Black wealth,”

said Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson.

.
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can draw inspiration from their an-
cestors in today’s political climate,
telling the packed room, that for-
merly enslaved Black Americans ex-
ecuted “the largest act of dissidents
in this country...when [they] led the
largest strike in the history of this
country, when slaves decided to put
down the tools that white suprema-
cy was using to build this so called
democracy.”

Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott

Baltimore’s Mayor Scott, who
previously faced insults from Repub-
licans that he was a “DEI” mayor,
said that it is clear that white con-
servatives “don’t think our Black ass-
es should be in [office] in the first
place.”

“They might be out here trying
to erase us and to erase Black his-
tory, but as I always remind them,
they, too, come from Africa, because
they come from us. You cannot erase
from which you come from,” said
Scott.

Like Chicago, Scott’s Baltimore
has been on the receiving end of
Trump’s threat of militarization over
the issue of crime, despite the city
seeing a historic decline in violent
crime.

Gerren Keith Gaynor
Sep 28, 2025

ADE GED
OMENT

&Pwﬁensss -

P~
=

Scott told theGrio after Friday’s
panel that while the president has
seemingly backed off the threat for
now, “The only thing that you can
expect with this administration is
the unexpected.”

In this political climate that is
seen as a wholesale attack on Black-
ness, Mayor Scott told theGrio it was
important for Black Americans to
“arm ourselves and know where we
come from.”

“We are the descendants of the
creators of civilization. Everything
worth salt and on this Earth was
created by Black people. We have to
understand and know our strength...
We have been through times like this
before. As much as they try to erase
us, they cannot,” said Scott.

Despite Trump’s attack on DEI,
Atlanta Mayor Dickens said he was
proud that his city intentionally
supports Black, minority, and wom-
en-owned businesses through its
contracting with Atlanta’s bustling
economy, driven by Atlanta’s airport
and city construction investments.

“When you see somebody doing
a heck of a job like that, and you got
all this contracting that has to go to
minority and women-owned busi-
nesses, [they say] how can I...claw
that back, pull that back, threaten it,
and say this DEI as though it’s not
quality work, that is not substantive
delivery,” said Dickens.

Dickens said Black and other
minority contracting is built into the
city of Atlanta’s DNA. “It is ines-
capable, and we stand firmly on the
principles of economic inclusion,” he
said.
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<MAGA/Tennessee State, from page 1

watching similar operations play out
elsewhere, the goal looks less like
debate and learning and more like
provocation and a political incursion
into sacred Black spaces under the
guise of outreach.

The announcement arrived in
the shadow of two flashpoints.

First came the fatal shooting of
conservative activist Charlie Kirk,
which right-wing media swiftly re-
framed as a martyrdom story about
“free speech.” His death is now fuel-
ing a wave of right-wing mobiliza-
tion, with activists vowing to carry
his torch by “reclaiming” campuses.

Then, in late September, a group
called Fearless Debates, a handful of
white men in MAGA hats wielding
signs that read “DEI Should Be Ille-
gal” and “Deport All Illegals Now,”
showed up uninvited at Tennessee
State University. Students confront-
ed them, and campus police escorted
them off the grounds. Within hours,
conservative pundits flooded social
media, portraying the encounter as
another example of “Black intoler-
ance.”

Groups like Turning Point USA,
Fearless Debates, and now BLEXIT
understand the optics economy. They
show up unannounced, stir tension,
film the reactions, and package the
footage for viral consumption. The
aim isn’t dialogue, it’s content. And
the content fuels a pipeline of out-
rage that drives right-wing clicks,
donations, and television segments.
The Tennessee State stunt was nev-
er about that single campus. It was
a stress test and a rehearsal to see
how Black students might react when
the full BLEXIT roadshow pulls up
during homecoming season.

The recent invasion of HBCUs
is not accidental. It represents a new
phase in a decade-long campaign to
infiltrate American higher education
with white grievance politics. Since
its founding, Turning Point USA
has specialized in weaponizing free-
speech rhetoric to turn campuses
into ideological battlegrounds. From
Wisconsin to Florida, its events have

followed a familiar script: a “provoc- §

ative” speaker arrives, students
protest, conservative media label it
censorship, and donors celebrate the
confrontation as proof that the left
hates ideas.

Now that same playbook is be-
ing redeployed at HBCUs, which are
spaces that were deliberately creat-
ed to shield Black students from the
hostility of white supremacist ag-
gression and exclusion. It’s a cynical
escalation. The very communities
that built their own schools because
they were barred from white ones
are now being cast as the intolerant
gatekeepers of “cancel culture.” Now,
after decades of neglect, they’re sud-
denly concerned about the “free ex-

change of ideas” at HBCUs? Please.

What’s especially galling is the
branding on the group’s flyer.

“Educate to Liberate” isn’t a new
phrase. It’s a battle cry from Black
educational history, one born from
struggle. It echoes the philosophy
of institutions where the pursuit
of learning was inseparable from
the pursuit of freedom. To see that
slogan repurposed by a movement
that has fought affirmative action,
mocked DEI, and cheered book bans
is more than tone-deaf; it’s an act of
symbolic violence. It’s the theft of
our language of liberation, scrubbed
of meaning and repackaged for white
approval.

Some readers may bristle at the
word violence for what looks, on its
surface, like a speaking tour. But
violence isn’t always physical. It can
be symbolic, psychological, and his-
torical, especially when it intrudes
upon spaces designed as refuges
from generational trauma. When
predominantly white organizations,
armed with political funding and
hostile intent, descend on HBCUs,
they are reenacting one of the oldest
American rituals: the trespass into
Black peace and joy.

Homecoming season is not just
a party. It’s a sacred time. It’s when
generations return to celebrate
survival, scholarship, and joy. For
groups like BLEXIT to time their
appearances during this season is no
coincidence. It’s psychological war-
fare. They’re not coming to learn.
They’re coming to agitate, to harass,
and to see how far they can push the
boundary before being pushed back.
They want footage of confrontation,
not conversation.

This is how white suprmacy
metabolizes crisis: it never looks
inward. Even when violence erupts
within its own ranks, as in the Kirk
shooting, where a white man killed
another white man in a white crowd
in a white state, the fallout gets re-
directed onto Black bodies and Black
spaces. The logic goes like this: if

a white conservative dies, HBCUs

get bomb threats, and our students
must be made to host the resurrec-
tion. The pilgrimage to HBCUs is
both performance and punishment,
a symbolic reminder that no space is
off limits.

HBCU students, faculty, and
administrators now face a hard ques-
tion: how do you respond to people
who arrive in bad faith?

Engagement can feel like the
higher ground, but in this case,
engagement is the trap. These activ-
ists are not interested in persuasion.
They’re interested in performance.
They come equipped with camer-
as, microphones, and social-media
teams ready to cut and splice any
exchange into propaganda.

The answer isn’t to ignore them
completely, either. Silence can be
edited into compliance. And so the
key is disciplined strategy by recog-
nizing that the real audience is not
on the yard, but online. Every inter-
action becomes potential content,
so students must approach these
moments like a chess match, not a
brawl.

First, they must control the
narrative. If they film, you film. Use
campus media, student journalists,
and communications programs to
document events accurately and on
your own terms. Publish quickly be-
fore misinformation spreads. Don’t
let outsiders define your response.

Don’t feed the outrage economy.
These groups are professional provo-
cateurs. The goal is to make you
angry on camera. Don’t give them
the reaction they came for. Calm
presence, laughter, and joy are more
revolutionary than shouting match-
es. Let their manipulation expose
itself.

Establish clear protocols. Ad-
ministrators should enforce rules
of engagement: whether uninvited
groups can set up tables, what per-
mits are required, and how campus
police coordinate with student or-
ganizations. Clarity protects both
safety and narrative.

Create counterprogramming.
Rather than debating professional
trolls, host teach-ins about propa-
ganda, disinformation, and political
grooming. Use these moments as les-
sons in media literacy and psycho-
logical self-defense. Invite scholars,
historians, and activists who under-
stand how movements like BLEXIT
mimic the tactics of Cold War psy-
chological operations.

And lastly, reclaim the JOY. The
most radical act in the face of white
supremacist intrusion is Black joy.
Keep the music, the parades, the
food, and the laughter alive. Do not
allow cynics to define homecoming
as a battleground. Protect the cele-
bration as an act of resistance.

The broader fight here isn’t

MEGA/Tennessee - page 10
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<General Election from page 1>

mayoral race, the Greensboro city
council had a large field of candi-
dates vying for multiple open seats,
including the at-large seat vacated
after the death of Councilwoman
Yvonne Johnson.

The results for the city council pri-
mary are:

At-large winners - Hugh Holston,

Denise Roth, Richard Beard, Jamil-
la Pinder, Irving D. Allen and T.
Dianne Bellamy-Small

District 1 unopposed in prima-
ry- Sharon Hightower and Crystal
Black

District 2 winners - Cecile Craw-
ford and Monica Walker

15T0

Housing
Attainability

CITY COUNCIL
AT-LARGE

Go B' I. G. Believe in Greensboro!

District 3 winners - Zack Matheny
and April Parker

District 4 winners - Adam Marshall
and Nicky Smith

Early voting October 16-November
1st. Election day is Tuesday Novem-

ber 4th.
These races are nonpartisan.

<Government Shutdown from page 1 >

parties failed to reach a bipartisan
deal to fund the government past
Oct. 1.

“After months of making life
harder and more expensive, Donald
Trump and Republicans have now
shut down the federal government
because they do not want to protect
the healthcare of the American peo-
ple,” U.S. House of Representatives
Minority Leader, Rep. Hakeem Jef-
fries, D-N.Y., said in a statement at
exactly 12:01 a.m.

Jeffries said Democrats “remain
ready to find a bipartisan path for-
ward to reopen the government,” but
only if Republicans work with them

“in a way that lowers and addresses
the Republican healthcare crisis.”

At the heart of the political
deadlock on Capitol Hill is the Re-
publicans’ refusal to give in to the
Democrats’ demands to permanently
extend the soon-to-be-expired tax
credits under Obamacare, or the Af-
fordable Care Act, that were passed
during the pandemic to help insur-
ance recipients afford their health
care. Democrats are also pushing to
restore more than $1 trillion in cuts
to Medicaid and Medicare that Re-
publicans established in their unpop-
ular “One, Big, Beautiful Bill.”

Trump and Republicans repeat-

edly accused Democrats of wanting
to provide taxpayer health care to
undocumented immigrants. However,
federal law prohibits their eligibility,
with exceptions for those with legal
status, such as refugees and those
seeking asylum.

Leader Jeffries excoriated Trump
for taking personal shots at him
rather than working with Democrats
to avert the government shutdown.
While Republicans control the White
House, House, and Senate, their ma-
jority in the Senate is slim (53), leav-
ing them without the needed votes
(60) to pass a budget bill. Democrats
argue that it requires Republicans to
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Hello, after the November 2025 city Council elections, we will have a new City Coun-
cil and no issue is more important than what they do or not do to reverse the old coun-
cil’s decision to cover and leave poisonous soil at Bingham Park or move it to a rural
location outside of Greensboro and Guilford County. They had a choice last year but
prioritized cost rather than the health and safety of Black lives. It would cost $13 mil-
lion to keep the soil in Greensboro. To move the poisonous contaminated soil to one
of the two locations outside of Greensboro it would $43 million. So how much are the
lives of the approximately 61,000 Black residents who reside in City Council District 2
worth? Oh, about $30 million. In Greensboro, 61,000 Black Lives don’t matter.

— T RN TS
Shout-Out

Hello, When the American empire finally collapses, historians won’t be stunned by the
greed of the elite but by the loyalty of poor White Americans, especially the poor white
MAGA followers. They are really being conned. It’s so sad.

Shont'fﬁt

Hello, G-times, there has been a lot of media coverage about tariffs, and unfortunate-
ly, there are many Americans including my Black brothers and sisters who do not know
how tariffs work. Tariffs are taxes paid by American businesses to buy goods from
countries such as Russia, Nigeria, or Japan. Often, the businesses will pass the cost
they paid in taxes to buy the product to the American consumer. If American busi-
nesses pay an extra $10,000 tariff to import a car from Japan, auto dealers will likely
pass most or all of that cost on to U.S. buyers, you the American consumer. That’s how
tariffs work. The money is collected at the US Customs border agency and sent to the
General Fund of the US Treasury. The US Congress determines how the money collect-
ed is spent. Of, course, the US Congress has been missing in action and has ceded most
of their authority to the President. Usually, the most reasonable justification for tar-
iffs is to help to pay down the National debt, and as of last month, the debt was $37.43
Trillion. The US government collected $142 billion in tariffs revenue as of the end of
September. However, Trump’s so called “Big Beautiful Bill” will give a $117. 00 billion
in tax cuts to billionaires, the richest 1% next year, basically offsetting any real impact
on the national debt. Yea, we the American consumers are paying for the rich to get
richer and for me and you to get poorer. That’s your tariff lesson for today....

— e AR TS
Shout-Out

Hello, G-times, what-up, you know, just paid my monthly car bill. You know, if money
doesn’t grow on trees why do banks have branches? Well. For banks money does grow
on trees. Banks get free money from your money and my money just for keeping it

for you in the bank. It’s called interest. The bank’s interest rate. Get a bank loan, the
interest rate means free money for the bank. So, for the banks, money does grow on
trees. For the banks. it’s mo- money, mo-money, and mo- money....”

—‘(’;?M'Noﬁ

Hello G-Times. Sports commentator, Steven A. Smith taking shots at Congresswoman
Jasmine Crocket ain’t just messy but weak. Dude is sitting on one of the biggest mic’s
in America and instead of using it to uplift, he’s tearing down a Black woman who’s
out here putting in real work. That ain’ critique, that’s betrayal. Jasmine Crocket ain’t
the problem. She’s the type of woman that walks into a room of snakes and make the
snakes flinch. Meanwhile, Stephen A showing us what happens when the paycheck gets
louder than the principle. That’s some hankerchief head “Uncle Tom” stuff straight up.
And trust me, fifty years from now, when folks study this era, Jasmine Crockett’s name
gonna be in the books next to the fighters for justice and truth tellers, the ones who
challenge the moral and ethical wrongs of the system. Stephen A? History don’t reward
the ones that make noise, history rewards the ones that made a difference.

ﬁnnmﬁi
Good morning, maybe the best statement of greatness can be summed up in this quote,
read and take heed. ‘The Greatest Man in history is Jesus. He had no servants, yet they
called Him Master. He had no degree, yet they called Him Teacher. He had no medi-
cines, yet they called Him Healer. He had no army, yet kings feared Him. He won no

military battles, yet He conquered the world. He committed no crime, yet they cruci-
fied Him. He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today.’
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Publisher’s View

Earl Jones, Publisher
The Greensboro Times

Founded, in 1890, the “Agricul-
tural and Michanical College for the
Colored Race” was established by an
act of the North Carolina General
Assembly. The NC General Assem-
bly responded to the protest and
demands of Greensboro’s African
American leadership at the time.
Today, North Carolina A&T State
University (NCA&T) is the larg-
est historically Black university in
America. With that title comes not
just prestige, but a responsibility to
protect, preserve, and promote the
culture that built it. Yet, in 2020,
A&T abandoned its HBCU athletic
roots, leaving the Mid-Eastern Ath-
letic Conference (MEAC) for the Big
South and then jumping to another
predominantly white conference in
2022.

Enough is enough. It’s time for
A&T to stop running from its heri-
tage and return home to the MEAC.

The MEAC was established in
1969 by HBCU colleges that were
members of the Central Intercolle-
giate Athletic Association (CIAA).
The charter institutions were North
Carolina A&T, North Carolina Cen-
tral University (NCCU), Delaware
State University, Howard Universi-
ty, University of Maryland Eastern
Shore, South Carolina State Univer-
sity and Morgan State Universiy. The
primary purpose was to seek status
as a Division I conference for all
of its sports. On June 8, 1978, the
MEAC was classified as a Division I
by the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA).

When A&T left the MEAC, it
weakened one of the few remaining
Black athletic conferences that gave
rise to legendary rivalries, cultural

THE
EAGLE-AGGIE
CLASSIC

SEPTEMBER 20, 2025
GREENSBORO, NC

traditions, and national recogni-
tion for HBCU athletes. Instead of
strengthening its own people, A&T
chased validation in white-domi-
nated spaces, where Aggie pride has
been watered down and Aggie culture
has been sidelined.

Yes, A&T can compete anywhere.
But competition without cultur-
al connection is empty. The roar
of Aggie-Eagle rivalry games, the
thunder of the Blue & Gold March-
ing Machine filling stadiums, the
HBCU bands competing at halftime,
the electric energy of HBCU home-
comings, competing for a bid to the
the Celebration Bowl — these are not
just games. They are traditions that
bind students, alumni, and commu-
nities together in ways no PWI (Pre-
dominately White University) con-
ference ever could.

'ULT RE

-DVER-‘
THEAS

NC Central football coach, Trei Oliver

Alumni know it. Students feel
it. And the wider HBCU community

North Carolina A&T should return
to the MEAC Conference and not run
from its glorious cultural roots

© J
TRUIST fi{ STADIUM

NCCU 62, NCA&T 20

sees it: A&T’s wandering has cost it
part of its soul. Conference-hopping
from the MEAC to the Big South
Conference to the Colonial Athletic
Association, has created instability
and alienation, while stripping away
the very cultural pride that once
made Aggie athletics special.

Returning to the MEAC would
not be a retreat. It would be a bold
stand — a declaration that Black
institutions do not need to abandon
their roots to showcase their worth.
It would mean leading by example,
using A&T’s size and strength to
further stabilize the MEAC, rebuild
rivalries, and show that cultural her-
itage and athletic excellence go hand
in hand.

North Carolina A&T’s greatness
was never just about winning games.
It was about lifting up a people, car-
rying forward a legacy, and showing
that HBCUs are more than capable
of standing tall on the national stage
and eventually win a national NCAA
Division I Championship.

The Aggies don’t belong wan-
dering from one PWI conference to
another. They belong at home — in
the MEAC, with their people, their
culture, and their history.

It’s time to come back home.

Oh, full disclosure, I am a grad-
uate of NCCU. My wife, an NCA&T
Alum. Most Eagles and Aggies, be-
leive as we do, no matter what you’ve
been indoctrinated to beleive, white
ice is not colder.

www.greensborotimesnews.com
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Assata Shakur, a fearless revolutionary and the first woman
on the FBI’s Most Wanted list, dies in Cuba after decades of

exile and resistance.

e s Mt TS
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Freedom Fighter. Fugitive. Assa-
ta Shakur. Shakur, an American rebel
whose activism and identity polar-
ized a nation, has died. A fearless
advocate and revolutionary whose
life was devoted to the fight for
Black liberation and social justice,
through her writing and actions, she
challenged systems of oppression
and inspired generations to demand
freedom, truth and dignity.

Her commitment to activism—
and subsequent convictions—sent
her on the run, first escaping prison
and then finding political asylum in
Cuba, where she lived out her days.

Born Joanne Deborah Byron
(and later Chesimard) in 1947, Shak-
ur spent her childhood in Queens,
New York; and Wilmington, North
Carolina, where she witnessed the
clashes between race, class and pow-
er. She experienced racism, sexism
and police brutality firsthand, wit-
nessing the death of a friend, and
felt compelled to fight for liberation,
using any means necessary.

At the height of the Civil Rights
Movement, she found her path in
the Black Panther Party and later,
the Black Liberation Army, where
she was fully committed to bring-
ing about radical change for Black
Americans, particularly in health-
care, prison reform and political
equality.

Charged with several crimes
and the subject of a multi-state

by Delaina Dixon, EBONY Mag.

: E_.. e

manhunt, in May 1973, Shakur was
involved in a shootout on the New
Jersey State Turnpike that left a state
trooper and a member of BLA dead.
Shakur was charged and convicted of
murder in 1977, though her defense
team showed that her paralyzed arm
would have made it impossible for
her to fire the trooper’s fatal shot.

Set to serve a life sentence at
Clinton Correctional Facility for
Women in New Jersey, Shakur made
a daring escape in 1979. She then
fled to Cuba, where she received po-
litical asylum.

Over the next three decades, the
U.S. government attempted to ex-
tradite her to the United States. She
was placed on the FBI Most Wanted
List in 2013 and was the first woman
ever added to the list. In December
2014, EBONY reported that Shakur
would not be extradited from Cuba
to the U.S.

We’ve explained to the U.S.
government in the past that there
are some people living in Cuba to
whom Cuba has legitimately grant-
ed political asylum,” Josefina Vidal,
the country’s head of North Amer-
ican affairs at the time, had stated.
“There’s no extradition treaty in
effect between Cuba and the U.S”

According to reports, Shakur
died in her adopted home country
of Cuba on September 25 at age 78.
Her daughter, Kakuya Shakur, posted
online about her mother’s passing.

ASSATA SHAKUR TURNS 75!

“At approximately 1:15 p.m. on Sep-
tember 25th, my mother took her
last earthly breath. Words cannot
describe the depth of loss that I am
feeling at this time,” she wrote.

“I want to thank you for your
loving prayers that continue to an-
chor me in the strength that I need
in this moment. My spirit is over-
flowing in unison with all of you
who are grieving with me at this
time.”

Several movies have explored
Shakur’s life, including “Eyes of the
Rainbow,” a 1997 documentary di-
rected by Gloria Rolando that cen-
ters on Shakur’s life in exile in Cuba.
In 1987, she released Assata: An Au-
tobiography, which detailed the mo-
tivation behind her activism, as well
as her time in prison and her reflec-
tions on racial relations in America.
“Nobody in the world, nobody in
history, has ever gotten their free-
dom by appealing to the moral sense
of the people who were oppressing
them,” she candidly writes.

Her legacy serves as a remind-
er that courage and resistance can
indeed reshape history. As we reflect
on her impact, we carry forward the
hope and determination to continue
the work she dedicated her life to—
building a world rooted in justice,
equality, and possibility. She was a
woman who was fiercely dedicated to
her defiance of oppression.

Put Your Business In The Streets, Look Out For Your Botton Line
Advertise In The Greensboro Times

(336) 254-872
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‘Ashamed to be a Spartan.” Strong reactions to
UNC-Greensboro police altercation.

NAACP, State Lawmaker and University of North Carolina at Greensboro students and alumni express
dismay over UNCG cops’ treatment of two Black arrestees.

by Kate Denning-Carolina Public Press
October 13, 2025

A physical altercation between
three UNC-Greensboro Police offi-
cers and a man and woman during a
Monday traffic stop is drawing crit-
icism from UNCG students and civil
rights groups. Video footage of the
incident shows officers grabbing and
cursing at a man during the arrest
and kneeling on top of the woman.

A report of the incident ob-
tained by Carolina Public Press
names the man as Quenten Thomas,
24, of Greensboro, and the woman as
Alisia Rea, 22, of Charlotte.

Thomas and Rea are both Black.
The officers who initially ap-

ongoing legal matters, our prior-
ity is the safety and well-being of
our students. Support is available
through the Division of Student
Affairs for those with questions or
concerns.”

proached Thomas for his vehicle be- === -

ing stopped in a turn lane are Lati-
no, and a third officer who arrived
during Thomas’ arrest is white. The
UNCG chapter of the NAACP re-
leased a statement on the altercation

e —
1

criticizing UNCG Police who they n
.——_'_L._'-

say “brutalized two Black Greens-
boro residents.”

UNCG released a statement
acknowledging at least one of the
individuals arrested is a student at
the university. “The University is
aware of a campus incident involv-
ing a student and law enforcement
that has raised concerns in our com-
munity,” UNCG said in a statement
posted on social media Thursday.

“While we cannot comment on

In the video, a female officer
who is listed in the incident report
as Officer Rebecca Galicia, a police
trainee, says Thomas was initially
pulled over for being stopped in a

turn lane, though records show he
was ultimately arrested for a revoked
driver’s license and “resist, delay or
obstruction” in addition to stopping
on a highway.

Rea, who filmed several minutes
of the altercation and arrests, was
arrested for assault on a public offi-
cial and is sued a trespass warning
according to the incident report,
despite officers saying in the video
she was being arrested for interfer-
ing with their investigation.

Rea, who identified Thomas as
her boyfriend, told CPP on Monday,
Oct. 13, that they do not “have a
statement to make at this time.”

The start of the video posted
to social media shows a male of-
ticer, who can be identified by his
nametag as UNCG Police Officer
Cristian Ortiz but is not named in
the incident report, attempting to
grab Thomas out of the driver’s seat
of his vehicle. Thomas told Ortiz to
let go of him so he could step out of
the car.

Ortiz let go of Thomas, and
Thomas repeatedly asked the offi-
cers to back up from the driver’s
side so he could step out. Ortiz
shouted at Ortiz, telling him to,
“Get out of the f—ing car right now,
man!”

“Can you back up?” Thomas

UNG- Police Altercation - page 10 >
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<MAGA/Tennessee State from page -4 >

about party politics. It’s about be-
longing. For centuries, Black intel-
lect has been treated as a threat to
American order. From slave codes
that criminalized literacy to mod-
ern efforts to ban ethnic studies, the
pattern is clear: when Black people
think critically, systems of power
tremble. That’s why HBCUs exist to
cultivate intellect free from domina-
tion. And that’s precisely why they’re
being targeted now.

This so-called “outreach” tour is less
about recruiting Black conservatives
and more about reclaiming control
of the narrative. White supremacy is
in a panic. Its myths are collapsing
under demographic change, social
movement gains, and the exposure of
its historical violence. When power
feels itself slipping, it seeks visibil-
ity, and what better stage than the

<Government Shutdown from page

come to the negotiation table with
Democrats to come to some middle
ground.

“Over the last few days, Presi-
dent Trump’s behavior has become
more erratic and unhinged. Instead
of negotiating a bipartisan agree-
ment in good faith, he is obsessively
posting crazed, deep, fake videos,”
said Jeffries, referring to a racist Al
video Trump posted on social media
targeting him and Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer.

“The country is in desperate
need of an intervention to get out
of another Trump shutdown,” said
Jeffries.

Rep. Yvette D. Clarke, the chair-
woman of the Congressional Black
Caucus, said the federal shutdown
is “entirely of the Republican Party’s
making.”

She lamented that, “unfortunate-
ly, Black communities will be forced
to bear the brunt of their political
games.”

Echoing Jeffries, Clarke said in

institutions that symbolize Black
self-determination?

The danger isn’t that a handful
of students will be “converted.” The
danger is that conservative oper-
atives will succeed in normalizing
their presence on Black campuses,
turning them into sites of surveil-
lance and content harvesting. Once
accepted as legitimate, these visits
can grow into partnerships, fellow-
ships, and media platforms that fun-
nel Black pain into white entertain-
ment. The goal is not to persuade,
but to neutralize and to domesticate
the radical potential of HBCUs by
turning them into props in someone
else’s redemption story.

The line between “outreach” and
occupation is thin. What begins as
a table and a camera can evolve into
influence networks shaping policy,

a statement, “Instead of coming to
the negotiating table to find a bipar-
tisan solution to prevent Americans
from losing life-saving healthcare,
they left town. Instead of negotiating
in good faith with Democratic lead-
ership, President Trump cowardly
posted racist deepfakes on the inter-
net. This behavior shows the Amer-
ican people exactly who the Repub-
licans are and where their priorities
lie.”

Clarke said the fight to protect
Medicaid and Medicare is worth
fighting for, particularly because “1
in 5 Medicaid enrollees are Black”
and the cuts will result in the clos-
ing of hospitals, nursing homes, and
clinics across the country that rely
on federal funding.

How government shutdown,
fight over Obamacare and Medicaid
impacts Black Americans

The CBC chairwoman also de-
fended Democrats’ push to extend
Obamacare tax credits, arguing that
without it, premiums will drive up

campus budgets, and perception. The
best defense is vigilance and the un-
wavering assertion that Black spaces
are not open laboratories for other
people’s political experiments. Be-
cause the fight for Black education
has never been about permission to
speak. It’s been about the right to be
left alone to build, think, and flour-
ish. And that’s what’s under threat
now.

The so-called “Educate to Lib-
erate” tour isn’t a debate. It’s a test.
It’s asking whether Black institutions
will stand their ground or be turned
into stages for white grievance the-
ater. The answer should be simple:
we've already learned this lesson. We
know this playbook. And we won’t
perform in anyone else’s production
of our freedom.

-5>

costs and push coverage “out of
reach for many in our commun

Rep. Ayanna Pressley, D-Mass.,
who held a press conference ahead
of the shutdown alongside workers
and families who would be impacted,
said that President Trump and his
“Republican co-conspirators” contin-
ue to “demonstrate contempt for the
people and advance harmful policies
that make people hungrier, poorer,
sicker, and less safe.”

“As duly elected Members of
Congress, it is not only our duty,
but our obligation, to make life
better for the people we serve. In-
stead, Republicans have shamefully
pushed the country into a danger-
ous government shutdown, and our
constituents deserve better,” said the
congresswoman. ‘I refuse to accept
this future as an inevitability, and I
will continue to fight to reopen the
government, keep essential services
running, and mitigate the Republi-
can-caused healthcare crisis.”

UNC-G Police Altercation from page - 9

said in the video. “I do not feel safe
getting out of the car with you guys
hovering over me right now.”

A third officer, whose nametag
is blurry in the video and is not
listed in the incident report but has
been identified as UNCG Police Sgt.
Braxton Hiatt in social media posts,
then arrived on the scene and said
Thomas was under arrest. Hiatt is
seen removing his stun-gun device
and pointing it at Thomas through

the open car door, moments after
arriving.

Ortiz pulled Thomas out of the
driver’s seat and began restraining
him. As Thomas had his hands be-
hind his back against the side of the
vehicle, Hiatt told Thomas he was
about to be “tased.” Thomas ex-
pressed he did not know what he was
doing to be tased for or why he was
being arrested.

The video continues to show

Thomas being put in the police car.
Rea, the woman filming the inter-
action, asked officers whether they
read Thomas his rights. Hiatt re-
sponded, “You watch too much TV.
Mind your business.”

“Miranda rights apply only be-
fore officers begin a custodial in-
terrogation,” a UNCG spokesperson
later told CPP. “Without both ‘cus-
tody’ and ‘interrogation’ Miranda
warnings are not applicable. Custody
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PAID FORBY DENISE ROTH FOR CITY COUNCIL
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EXPERIENCED EXECUTIVE

Public Comment Opportunities
Draft MPO Program of Projects

The Greensboro MPO invites your input on the Draft Program of Projects (POP) for FY
2026. The POP document lists planned transit grants for Greensboro Transit Agency
(GTA), Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation (PART), and Guilford County

Transportation and Mobility Services (TAMS). These agencies will apply for these grants

during the current federal fiscal year which ends September 30, 2026.

Comment period: October 9 to November 8, 2025

The document for review is available at www.guampo.org. Submit your comments
to tram.truong@greensbhoro-nc.gov. The draft POP document, along with your
public comments, will be presented to the MPQO’s TAC for review and approval at
their November 12, 2025 meeting. If you wish to speak during the Public Hearing

held by the Transportation Advisory Committee during their online meeting on
November 12, 2025 at 2:00 PM, please notify staff by
5:00 PM on November 7 at guampo@greensboro-nc.gov.

For more information, or to submit comments visit GREENSBORO

URBAN AREA

www.guampo.org, email tram.truong@greensboro-nc.gov, or
call (336) 373-2903. Anyone in need of auxiliary aids or
interpretive services may call (336) 373-2903. METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Racists only see Black Men

| see a Doctor, a Lawyer, an Engineer, a

Philosopher, & a Rocket Scientist.
' .;f\:ll fr ‘-”" ‘ . E ™ g y e w

MEET THE FIRST SGIENTIST TO
SUGGESSFULLY CURE CANGER
WITH LASER NANOPARTICLES

She Made History!
Dr. Hadiyah-Nicole Green became the first
scientist to cure cancer in mice using la-
ser-activated nanoparticles.

X Her method: target tumors with lasers,
leaving healthy cells untouched. Safe. Pre-
cise. FDA nanoparticle-based.

RIRTUDAY

Trump Snubbed: Nobel Peace Prize
Goes to Venezuela's Maria Corina

-~

—~
R ¥

Sl Lead paint in homes

Contact Us... 3l | . e Y can be a health hazard
y T - ‘ E to young children,
WE nE \ 7 r ' Do you qualify for alead-paint
7 : v [ hazard grant from the
- B 5 ] ity of Greenshoro?
P ) A 3 " + Was your home built
f " before 19787

| 25 - i . Dochildren'youngerthan6
m  ((E——— A spend time in the home?
= —— | N + Isa pregnant woman
" ‘ 2 living in the home?
The Contact Center s a single point of ‘contact' between
residents and the City. Agents can assist you from 7:30 am

to 5:30 pm, Mondays through Fridays.

+ Areyoualow-to
moderate-income
homeowner OR renter?

From water service accounts, to solid waste services,
potholes, and abandoned vehicles—we are equipped to
address a host of topics! Call us at 336-373-CITY (2489).
On the go? Use the GSO Collects mobile app.

Learn more. Scan the code or go to
www.greenshoro-nc.gov/LeadSafe.

We accommodate multiple languages.

The Contact Center is just a phone call away!

CONTACT 19 GREENSBORO
GREENSBORO 336'373'0'“ @ Housing & Neighborhood
NORTH CAROLINA 2489 Development

Lead-Safe Greensboro
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VOTE MARIKAY
FOR MAYOR

Proven Leadership and
i Commitment o Greenshoro

GREENSBORO DESERVES A MAYOR WHO:

Has been continuously involved in Greensboro's economic wins for 14 years

Supports Police, Fire and GM911 by being an outspoken advocate for their salaries and

equipment needs
Knows that infrastructure is critical to economic development

Supports the City Manager’s housing initiative - “The Road to 10,000"

| AM THAT PERSON, AND | AM ASKING FOR YOUR VOTE!

m Website: marikayformayor.com
Phone: 336-314-9620
Email: marikayformayor@gmail.com
LU M I- Facebook: Marikay Abuzuaiter for Mayor

PLEASE BE SURE TO VOTE!
PRIMARY DAY IS TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025

Put Your Business In the Streets, Look Out For Your Bottom Line
Advertise In The Greensboro Times
(336) 254-8725
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Donald Trump really wants a
Nobel Prize—maybe because Barack
Obama got one, maybe because he
needs validation, maybe because he
believes he deserves one. In normal
circumstances, he would be a leading
contender if the peace in Gaza holds.
But Trump will probably never win
a Nobel Prize because he will al-
ways be viewed in his entirety and
he eschews the values that define the
prize.

the same time he’s been negoti-
ating an end to hostilities in Gaza,
he’s been starving children across
the world. He’s fomented division,
not unity, in his own country, call-
ing Democrats “the party of hate,
evil and Satan.” He’s set loose violent
thugs to drag families out of their
homes, arrested American citizens

<UNC-G Police Altercation from

means a situation where a reasonable
person would not feel free to leave.
Interrogation refers to direct ques-
tioning.”

Ortiz then told Rea he needed
her name because she was interfer-
ing with the officers’ investigation.
Rea did not give her name and asked
for Ortiz’ badge number. She moved
off the street onto the sidewalk,
where Ortiz followed her to continue
asking for her name.

After Rea asked for Ortiz’s
badge number multiple times, he
responded officers do not have them.
The UNCG spokesperson confirmed
to CPP that UNCG Police do not
have badge numbers. After Rea not
providing her name, Ortiz said,
“You’re going to jail, too.” As Rea be-
gan walking away, officers followed
her and told her to stop. All three
officers can be seen attempting to
restrain her.

Rea fell to the ground after
struggling to break their grasp and
is seen on her stomach on the side-
walk as officers proceeded with the
arrest. Additional footage filmed by
a bystander shows all three officers
on top of Rea. She asked the officers
several times to remove their hands
from her neck.

Ortiz, Galicia, Hiatt and Rea
did not respond to requests for com-
ment before publication. Thomas
could not be reached at this time.

The NAACP’s UNCG chapter
released a statement on social media
regarding the arrests saying Thomas
and Rea are enduring severe emo-
tional distress and psychological
trauma from the events.

“UNCG PD are supposed to pro-
tect and serve students, now, to the
Black community on campus they are

with little due process, and used the
presidency for personal profit. Most
significantly, he tried to overturn
the results of a presidential elec-
tion in an effort to hold onto power,
undermining democracy in the most
powerful country in the world.
Trump has shown little interest in
human rights, human dignity, or
democracy. Reading the list of No-
bel recipients and their reasons for
receiving the prize shows a common
thread of selflessness, a commitment
to human rights, a belief in democ-
racy, and a desire for a less oppres-
sive world. Trump doesn’t care about
any of that. He is only self-interested
even though he craves acceptance
from polite society and the commu-
nity of nations.

Even his negotiations with Is-
page
their biggest danger,” the statement
read.

“The UNCG NAACP is working
with the victims of this harrowing
incident to ensure all the correct
steps are being taken. The UNCG
NAACP stand firmly against police
brutality and any actions that com-
prise the safety and dignity of stu-
dents on or near our campus.”

NC State Senator Michael Garrett (Dem)

“The Officers in this video had a
choice at every turn”, said NC Sen-
ator Michael Garrett, a Guilford
County Democrat. © They chose
escalation over patience they chose
aggression over communication.
They chose to tackle a woman who
was walking away rather than simply
let her leave.” Garrett said.

“In what world are we supposed
to feel that amount of force for a
tense but simple interaction is war-
ranted?” one post read.

“UNCG students are infuriated. I
feel for that girl and hope she gets a
lawyer (because) there was no reason
for the officers to react like that.”

On UNCG’s official Instagram,

Trump won’t win the Nobel Prize

Trump eschews democracy, ignores human rights, and
lacks respect for human dignity.

by Thomas Mills

rael and Hamas have evidence of
self-dealing. Qatar, the country that
hosts the Hamas leadership and fi-
nancially supported its government
in Gaza, allowed Trump to build a
golf course and resort. It gave Trump
a luxury jet to replace Air Force One
and Trump is allowing them to build
air force base in Idaho.

The financial self-dealing
stinks, even if the release of the
hostages and the end of fighting is
Gaza is historic. The Nobel Commit-
tee is not going to award a self-serv-
ing autocrat the Nobel Peace Prize.
No, Trump is never going to get the
validation he craves. It will just be-
come another grievance for him and
his minions. Always the bridesmaid,
never the bride.

-10 >

many criticized the university for
turning off the ability to comment
on the post. One alum commented
on a separate post that educators are
taught to deescalate tense situations
rather than escalate, and law en-
forcement are often taught the same.

“I didn’t see one example of that
in the video,” they wrote. “I saw pro-
fane-laced yelling, and three officers
laying on a young woman who can’t
be over 120 pounds. Tonight, I'm
ashamed to be a Spartan.”

The UNCG spokesperson re-
sponded to further questions from
CPP that the university cannot com-
ment on specifics, such as whether
the officers are or will be suspended
from their positions, because the
matter involves ongoing legal pro-
ceedings, however the university is
reviewing the situation.

“The Division of Student Affairs
is in communication with the stu-
dent involved in the incident. Stu-
dent Affairs is available to provide
counseling, guidance and resourc-
es to any student as needed,” the
spokesperson said.

“As is our standard practice with
any arrest, the University is review-
ing the incident, including available
reports and video, to ensure clarity
and transparency and to assess any
violations of policies, procedures or
state law.”

The UNCG Police website says
its officers have the full range of
authorities granted to municipal law
enforcement, and they receive the
same level of training as municipal
and county law enforcement offi-
cers. An agreement with the City of
Greensboro allows UNCG to have
jurisdiction throughout the city in
addition to campus.
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WE ARE SUPPORTING THESE LEADERS BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THEIR VISION AND LEADERSHIP WILL EXPAND
OPPORTUNITY, STRENGTHEN ACCOUNTABILITY, AND ADDRESS THE ISSUES MOST CRITICAL TO THE AFRICAMN
AMERICAN COMMUNITY WHICH, IN TURN, WILL SERVE AND UPLIFT THE ENTIRE CITY.

2025 GREENSBORO
MUNICIPAL
ENDORSEMENTS

SHARON HIGHTOWER
DISTRICT 1
MONICA WALKER
DISTRICT 2

APRIL PARKER
DISTRICT 3

ADAM MARSHALL
DISTRICT 4

ROBBIE PERKINS
MAYOR

TAMMI THURM
DISTRICT 5

HUGH HOLSTON
AT-LARGE

DENISE ROTH
AT-LARGE

IRVING ALLEN
AT-LARGE

Forecasted City Projects

® ® Procurement Service
I I n g Contracts

Code Compliance

Opportunities | Bl

Construction Contracts

with the City of Greensboro =) e o
There has never been a better time i nz;ﬂ';%f;‘ood

to live, work, and play in Greensboro. ?evebpmelnt Requests
To make that even better, doing St
business in Greensboro has also
never been easier.

Parks & Recreation
Bidding Opportunities

Transportation
Requests for Proposals

The City of Greensboro is committed

. .. . Water Resources
to growing a competitive business Contracts
environment and offering easy
access to bidding opportunities.

Stay up-to-date on all the
latest bid opportunities
being offered by the City
of Greensboro.

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).




16 THE GREENSBORO TIMES

Creating a Bold Vision
for Greensboro -

Together.

ROBBIE
PERKINS

FOR MAYOR
1 8.8 6 & ¢

voteRobbiePerkins.com

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE
TO ELECT ROBBIE PERKINS




