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Greensboro’s EarlyVoting for 2025 
Mayoral and City Council Elections 
begins  October 16th

p age,  4  -  MAGA/Tennes e e  State>

MAGA Plans  To Invade 
HBCU Home comings: 
What  Students  Shou ld 
Do

       A new campaign ca l l ing 
itse l f  the  “Educate  to  L iber-
ate  Tour”  is  prepar ing to  rol l 
through histor ica l ly  Black 
col leges  and univers it ies  this 
fa l l ,  just  in  t ime for  home-
coming season. 
       The tour,  backed by 
Turning Point  USA and 
branded through its  black-
face  of fshoot  BLEXIT,  c laims 
it  wants  to  spark dia logue 
and promote  “f ree  thought” 
on HB CU campuses .  But  af ter 

Turning Point  USA and BLEXIT are 
bringing their  “E duc ate  to  L ib er-
ate”  tour  to  Black c ampus es.  Don’t 
take  the  b ait .

by Dr.  Stace y  Patton

On Tues day e vening, 
Octob er  7,  the  Gre ens-
b oro primar y ele ction for 
Mayor  race  was  c a l le d 

w ith Abuzuaiter  getting 
39.91% of  the  votes  and 
Perk ins  getting 32.51% of 
the  votes ,  w hich w i l l  s end 

them to Novemb er ’s  gen-
eral  ele ction for  a  f inal 
face-off .
      In  addition to  the 
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G eneral  E le ction-  p age  >

       The federa l  govern-
ment  of f ic ia l ly  shut  down 
at  12 :01 a .m.  on Wednes-
day,  leaving federa l  work-

ers  without  pay,  and feder-
a l  agencies  shuttered.
       But  who is  to  blame 
for  the  federa l  shutdown 
depends on who you ask 

in  the  nat ion’s  capita l . 
Pres ident  Donald Trump 
and congress ional  Repub-
l icans  are  point ing f ingers 
at  Democrats  af ter  the  two 

The fe deral  government  is  shut  dow n.  Here’s 
w hy Demo crats  say  Tr ump and Republic ans 
are  to  blame
“Donald Tr ump and Republic ans  have  now shut  dow n the  fe deral  government 
b e c aus e  the y do not  want  to  prote ct  the  healthc are  of  the  Americ an p e ople,”  said 
U.S.  Hous e of  Repres entatives  Minority  L eader,  Rep.  Hake em Jeffries .

by G erren Keith G ay nor

G overnment Shutdow n  -  p age 5>
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     Black mayors  leading some of  the 
nat ion’s  largest  c it ies  came together 
dur ing the  54th Black C ongress ional 
Caucus  Annual  Legis lat ive  C onfer-
ence,  vowing to  cont inue to  stand 
up against  the  Trump administrat ion 
and f ight  what  they see  as  an attempt 
to  uphold white  supremac y.
      “ The ass ignment  is  to  f ina l-
ly  bur y  white  supremac y and bui ld 
Black wealth ,”  said  Chicago Mayor 
Brandon Johnson,  whose  nat ional 
prof i le  has  grown s ince  def iant ly 
standing against  Pres ident  Donald 
Trump and his  threat  to  send the  Na-
t ional  Guard to  his  c ity.
       Johnson was  joined by D.C. 
Mayor  Muriel  B owser,  Ba lt imore 
City  Mayor  Brandon S cott ,  Oakland 
Mayor  Barbara  Lee,  At lanta  Mayor 
Andre  Dickens  and Savannah May-
or  Van Johnson for  a  panel  on the 
power  of  Black mayors  moderated by 
ac t iv ist  Angela  Rye.
      Mayor  Johnson,  a  former socia l 
s tudies  teacher,  ca l led out  the  fac t 
that  Black mayors  lead a l l  of  the  c it-
ies  that  Pres ident  Trump has  threat-
ened to  mi l itar ize–he says  that  is  by 
des ign.
      “ That  is  ver y  intent ional  because 
there  is  an extremism in this  countr y 
that  has  not  accepted the  results  of 
the  Civi l  War,”  said  Johnson.  Giv-
en Trump’s  MAGA agenda,  which 
has  included dismant l ing enforce-
ment  of  the  Civi l  Rights  Act  of  1964, 
e l iminat ing federa l  racia l  equity 
programs,  and attempts  to  sanit ize 
Black histor y,  the  Chicago mayor 
said  pointedly,  “ They are  fu l ly  en-
gaged in  their  rematch.”
      Johnson said  Black Americans 

can draw inspirat ion f rom their  an-
cestors  in  today’s  pol it ica l  c l imate, 
te l l ing  the  packed room,  that  for-
merly  enslaved Black Americans  ex-
ecuted “the  largest  ac t  of  diss idents 
in  this  countr y…when [they]  led the 
largest  s t r ike  in  the  histor y  of  this 
countr y,  when s laves  decided to  put 
down the  tools  that  white  suprema-
c y was  us ing to  bui ld  this  so  ca l led 
democrac y.”

       Ba lt imore’s  Mayor  S cott ,  who 
previously  faced insults  f rom Repub-
l icans  that  he  was  a  “DEI”  mayor, 
said  that  it  i s  c lear  that  white  con-
ser vat ives  “don’t  think our  Black ass-
es  should be  in  [of f ice]  in  the  f i rst 
place.”
       “ They might  be  out  here  t r y ing 
to  erase  us  and to  erase  Black his-
tor y,  but  as  I  a lways  remind them, 
they,  too,  come f rom Afr ica ,  because 
they come f rom us .  You cannot  erase 
f rom which you come f rom,”  said 
S cott .
       L ike  Chicago,  S cott’s  Ba lt imore 
has  been on the  receiv ing end of 
Trump’s  threat  of  mi l itar izat ion over 
the  issue  of  cr ime,  despite  the  c ity 
seeing a  histor ic  decl ine  in  v iolent 
cr ime.

       S cott  told  theGrio  af ter  Fr iday’s 
panel  that  whi le  the  pres ident  has 
seemingly  backed of f  the  threat  for 
now,  “ The only  thing that  you can 
expect  with  this  administrat ion is 
the  unexpected.” 
        In  this  pol it ica l  c l imate  that  is 
seen as  a  wholesa le  attack on Black-
ness ,  Mayor  S cott  told  theGrio  it  was 
important  for  Black Americans  to 
“arm ourselves  and know where  we 
come f rom.”
      “We are  the  descendants  of  the 
creators  of  c iv i l izat ion.  Ever ything 
worth sa lt  and on this  Ear th was 
created by Black people.  We have to 
understand and know our  st rength…
We have been through t imes  l ike  this 
before.  As  much as  they t r y  to  erase 
us ,  they  cannot ,”  said  S cott .
      Despite  Trump’s  attack on DEI, 
At lanta  Mayor  Dickens  said  he  was 
proud that  his  c ity  intent ional ly 
supports  Black,  minor ity,  and wom-
en-owned businesses  through its 
contract ing with At lanta’s  bust l ing 
economy,  dr iven by At lanta’s  airpor t 
and c ity  construct ion investments .
      “When you see  somebody doing 
a  heck of  a  job l ike  that ,  and you got 
a l l  this  contract ing that  has  to  go to 
minor ity  and women-owned busi-
nesses ,  [ they say]  how can I…claw 
that  back,  pul l  that  back,  threaten it , 
and say  this  DEI as  though it’s  not 
qual ity  work,  that  is  not  substant ive 
del iver y,”  said  Dickens .
      Dickens  said  Black and other 
minor ity  contract ing is  bui lt  into  the 
c ity  of  At lanta’s  DNA. “It  i s  ines-
capable ,  and we stand f irmly  on the 
pr inciples  of  economic inclusion,”  he 
said.

Baltimore Mayor Brandon S cott

G erren Keith G ay nor
S ep 28,  2025
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Black mayors  def iantly  double 
dow n against  Tr ump and w hite 
supremac y

“ The assignment  is  to  f inal ly  bur y w hite  supremac y and bui ld  Black wealth,” 
said  C hic ago Mayor Brandon Johns on.
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<MAGA/Tenness e e  State,  from p age 1
watching s imi lar  operat ions  play  out 
e lsewhere,  the  goa l  looks  less  l ike 
debate  and learning and more l ike 
provocat ion and a  pol it ica l  incurs ion 
into  sacred Black spaces  under  the 
guise  of  outreach.
      The announcement  arr ived in 
the  shadow of  two f lashpoints . 
       F irst  came the  fata l  shoot ing of 
conser vat ive  ac t iv ist  Charl ie  Kirk , 
which r ight-wing media  swif t ly  re-
f ramed as  a  martyrdom stor y  about 
“f ree  speech.”  His  death is  now fuel-
ing a  wave of  r ight-wing mobi l iza-
t ion,  with  ac t iv ists  vowing to  carr y 
his  torch by “reclaiming”  campuses .
       Then,  in  late  S eptember,  a  group 
ca l led Fearless  Debates ,  a  handful  of 
white  men in  MAGA hats  wielding 
s igns  that  read “DEI Should B e I l le-
ga l”  and “Deport  Al l  I l lega ls  Now,” 
showed up uninvited at  Tennessee 
State  Univers ity.  Students  confront-
ed them,  and campus pol ice  escor ted 
them of f  the  grounds.  Within hours , 
conser vat ive  pundits  f looded socia l 
media ,  por traying the  encounter  as 
another  example  of  “Black intoler-
ance.”
       Groups  l ike  Turning Point  USA, 
Fearless  Debates ,  and now BLEXIT 
understand the  opt ics  economy.  They 
show up unannounced,  st i r  tension, 
f i lm the  react ions ,  and package the 
footage  for  v ira l  consumption.  The 
aim isn’t  dia logue,  i t’s  content .  And 
the  content  fuels  a  pipel ine  of  out-
rage  that  dr ives  r ight-wing cl icks , 
donat ions ,  and te lev is ion segments . 
The Tennessee  State  stunt  was  nev-
er  about  that  s ing le  campus.  It  was 
a  st ress  test  and a  rehearsa l  to  see 
how Black students  might  react  when 
the  fu l l  BLEXIT roadshow pul ls  up 
dur ing homecoming season.
       The recent  invasion of  HB CUs 
is  not  accidenta l .  It  represents  a  new 
phase  in  a  decade- long campaign to 
inf i lt rate  American higher  educat ion 
with white  gr ievance pol it ics .  Since 
its  founding,  Turning Point  USA 
has  specia l ized in  weaponizing f ree-
speech rhetor ic  to  turn campuses 
into  ideologica l  batt legrounds.  From 
Wisconsin to  Flor ida ,  i t s  events  have 
fol lowed a  fami l iar  scr ipt :  a  “provoc-
at ive”  speaker  arr ives ,  s tudents 
protest ,  conser vat ive  media  label  i t 
censorship,  and donors  celebrate  the 
confrontat ion as  proof  that  the  le f t 
hates  ideas .
       Now that  same playbook is  be-
ing redeployed at  HB CUs,  which are 
spaces  that  were  del iberately  creat-
ed to  shield  Black students  f rom the 
host i l i ty  of  white  supremacist  ag-
gress ion and exclusion.  It’s  a  c ynica l 
esca lat ion.  The ver y  communit ies 
that  bui lt  their  own schools  because 
they were  barred f rom white  ones 
are  now being cast  as  the  intolerant 
gatekeepers  of  “cancel  cu lture.”  Now, 
af ter  decades  of  neg lec t ,  they ’re  sud-
denly  concerned about  the  “f ree  ex-

change of  ideas”  at  HB CUs? Please.
       What’s  especia l ly  ga l l ing is  the 
branding on the  group’s  f lyer. 
       “Educate  to  L iberate”  isn’t  a  new 
phrase.   It’s  a  batt le  cr y  f rom Black 
educat ional  histor y,  one born f rom 
struggle .  It  echoes  the  phi losophy 
of  inst itut ions  where  the  pursuit 
of  learning was  inseparable  f rom 
the  pursuit  of  f reedom. To see  that 
s logan repurposed by a  movement 
that  has  fought  af f i rmat ive  ac t ion, 
mocked DEI,  and cheered book bans 
is  more  than tone-deaf ;  i t’s  an ac t  of 
symbol ic  v iolence.  It’s  the  thef t  of 
our  language of  l iberat ion,  scrubbed 
of  meaning and repackaged for  white 
approval .
      S ome readers  may br ist le  at  the 
word v iolence  for  what  looks ,  on its 
sur face,  l ike  a  speaking tour.  But 
v iolence  isn’t  a lways  physica l .  It  can 
be  symbol ic ,  psychologica l ,  and his-
tor ica l ,  especia l ly  when it  intrudes 
upon spaces  des igned as  refuges 
f rom generat ional  t rauma.  When 
predominant ly  white  organizat ions , 
armed with pol it ica l  funding and 
host i le  intent ,  descend on HB CUs, 
they are  reenact ing one of  the  oldest 
American r itua ls :  the  t respass  into 
Black peace  and joy.
      Homecoming season is  not  just 
a  par ty.   It’s  a  sacred t ime.  It’s  when 
generat ions  return to  celebrate 
sur viva l ,  scholarship,  and joy.  For 
groups  l ike  BLEXIT to  t ime their 
appearances  dur ing this  season is  no 
coincidence.  It’s  psychologica l  war-
fare.  They’re  not  coming to  learn. 
They’re  coming to  ag itate ,  to  harass , 
and to  see  how far  they can push the 
boundar y before  being pushed back. 
They want  footage  of  confrontat ion, 
not  conversat ion.

      This  is  how white  supremac y 
metabol izes  cr is is :  i t  never  looks 
inward.  Even when v iolence  erupts 
within its  own ranks ,  as  in  the  Kirk 
shoot ing ,  where  a  white  man ki l led 
another  white  man in  a  white  crowd 
in  a  white  state ,  the  fa l lout  gets  re-
directed onto Black bodies  and Black 
spaces .  The logic  goes  l ike  this :  i f 
a  white  conser vat ive  dies ,  HB CUs 

get  bomb threats ,  and our  students 
must  be  made to  host  the  resurrec-
t ion.  The pi lgr image to  HB CUs is 
both per formance and punishment , 
a  symbol ic  reminder  that  no space  is 
of f  l imits .
       HB CU students ,  faculty,  and 
administrators  now face  a  hard ques-
t ion:  how do you respond to  people 
who arr ive  in  bad faith? 
       Engagement  can feel  l ike  the 
higher  ground,  but  in  this  case, 
engagement  is  the  t rap.  These  ac t iv-
ists  are  not  interested in  persuasion. 
They’re  interested in  per formance. 
They come equipped with camer-
as ,  microphones ,  and socia l-media 
teams ready to  cut  and spl ice  any 
exchange into  propaganda.
       The answer  isn’t  to  ignore  them 
completely,  e ither.  Si lence  can be 
edited into  compliance.  And so the 
key  is  disc ipl ined strateg y by recog-
niz ing that  the  rea l  audience  is  not 
on the  yard,  but  onl ine.  Ever y  inter-
act ion becomes potent ia l  content , 
so  students  must  approach these 
moments  l ike  a  chess  match,  not  a 
brawl.
       F irst ,  they  must  control  the 
narrat ive.  If  they  f i lm,  you f i lm.  Use 
campus media ,  s tudent  journal ists , 
and communicat ions  programs to 
document  events  accurately  and on 
your  own terms.  Publ ish  quick ly  be-
fore  mis informat ion spreads .  Don’t 
le t  outs iders  def ine  your  response.
       Don’t  feed the  outrage  economy. 
These  groups  are  profess ional  provo-
cateurs .  The goal  i s  to  make you 
angr y on camera.  Don’t  g ive  them 
the  react ion they came for.  Calm 
presence,  laughter,  and joy  are  more 
revolut ionar y  than shout ing match-
es .  Let  their  manipulat ion expose 
itse l f .
       Establ ish  clear  protocols .  Ad-
ministrators  should enforce  ru les 
of  engagement :  whether  uninvited 
groups  can set  up tables ,  what  per-
mits  are  required,  and how campus 
pol ice  coordinate  with  student  or-
ganizat ions .  Clar ity  protects  both 
safety  and narrat ive.
       Create  counterprogramming. 
R ather  than debat ing profess ional 
t rol ls ,  host  teach-ins  about  propa-
ganda,  dis informat ion,  and pol it ica l 
grooming.  Use  these  moments  as  les-
sons  in  media  l i terac y  and psycho-
logica l  se l f -defense.  Invite  scholars , 
histor ians ,  and act iv ists  who under-
stand how movements  l ike  BLEXIT 
mimic  the  tac t ics  of  C old War psy-
chologica l  operat ions .
And last ly,  reclaim the  JOY.  The 
most  radica l  ac t  in  the  face  of  white 
supremacist  intrusion is  Black joy. 
Keep the  music ,  the  parades ,  the 
food,  and the  laughter  a l ive.  Do not 
a l low c ynics  to  def ine  homecoming 
as  a  batt leground.  Protect  the  cele-
brat ion as  an ac t  of  res istance.
       The broader  f ight  here  isn’t 

MEGA/Tenness e e  -  p age 10
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<G eneral  E le ction from p age 1>
mayoral  race,  the  Gre ensb oro city 
counci l  had a  large  f ield  of  c andi-
dates  v y ing for  mu ltiple  op en s eats , 
including the  at- large  s eat  vac ate d 
after  the  death of  C ounci lwoman 
Yvonne Johns on.

The resu lts  for  the  city  counci l  pri-
mar y are:

At- large  w inners  –  Hug h Holston, 

Denis e  Roth,  R ichard B eard,  Jami l-
la  Pinder,  Ir v ing D.  Al len and T. 
Dianne B el lamy-Smal l

District  1  unopp os e d in  prima-
r y-  Sharon Hig htower and Cr ystal 
Black

District  2  w inners  –  C e ci le  Craw-
ford and Monic a  Wal ker

District  3  w inners  –  Z ack Matheny 
and Apri l  Parker

District  4  w inners  –  Adam Marshal l 
and Nicky Smith

E arly  voting Octob er  16-Novemb er 
1st .  E le ction day is  Tues day Novem-
b er  4th.
Thes e  races  are  nonp ar tisan.

par t ies  fai led to  reach a  bipar t isan 
dea l  to  fund the  government  past 
Oct .  1 .
       “Af ter  months  of  making l i fe 
harder  and more expensive,  Donald 
Trump and Republ icans  have  now 
shut  down the  federa l  government 
because  they do not  want  to  protect 
the  hea lthcare  of  the  American peo-
ple ,”  U.S .  House  of  Representat ives 
Minor ity  Leader,  Rep.  Hakeem Jef-
f r ies ,  D-N.Y. ,  said  in  a  statement  at 
exact ly  12 :01 a .m.
       Je f f r ies  said  Democrats  “remain 
ready to  f ind a  bipar t isan path for-
ward to  reopen the  government ,”  but 
only  i f  Republ icans  work with them 

“ in a  way that  lowers  and addresses 
the  Republ ican hea lthcare  cr is is .”
       At  the  hear t  of  the  pol it ica l 
deadlock on Capitol  Hi l l  i s  the  Re-
publ icans’  refusa l  to  g ive  in  to  the 
Democrats’  demands to  permanent ly 
extend the  soon-to-be-expired tax 
credits  under  Obamacare,  or  the  Af-
fordable  Care  Act ,  that  were  passed 
dur ing the  pandemic  to  help  insur-
ance  recipients  af ford their  hea lth 
care.  Democrats  are  a lso  pushing to 
restore  more than $1 t r i l l ion in  cuts 
to  Medicaid  and Medicare  that  Re-
publ icans  establ ished in  their  unpop-
ular  “One,  Big ,  B eaut i fu l  Bi l l .”
       Trump and Republ icans  repeat-

edly  accused Democrats  of  want ing 
to  provide  taxpayer  hea lth  care  to 
undocumented immigrants .  However, 
federa l  law prohibits  their  e l ig ibi l ity, 
with  except ions  for  those  with lega l 
s tatus ,  such as  refugees  and those 
seeking asy lum.
       Leader  Jef f r ies  excor iated Trump 
for  taking personal  shots  at  him 
rather  than working with Democrats 
to  aver t  the  government  shutdown. 
Whi le  Republ icans  control  the  White 
House,  House,  and S enate,  their  ma-
jor ity  in  the  S enate  is  s l im (53) ,  leav-
ing them without  the  needed votes 
(60)  to  pass  a  budget  bi l l .  Democrats 
argue that  it  requires  Republ icans  to 

<G overnment Shutdow n from p age 1  >
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Shout-OutShout-Out
Hel lo  G-Times.  Sp or ts  commentator,  Ste ven A.  Smith tak ing shots  at  C ongresswoman 
Jasmine Cro cket  ain’t  just  messy  but  weak.  Dude is  s itt ing on one of  the  biggest  mic’s 
in  Americ a  and instead of  using it  to  uplift ,  he’s  tearing dow n a  Black woman w ho’s 
out  here  putting in  real  work.  That  ain’  crit ique,  that’s  b etrayal .  Jasmine Cro cket  ain’t 
the  problem.  She’s  the  typ e of  woman that  wal ks  into a  ro om of  snakes  and make the 
snakes  f l inch.  Meanw hi le,  Stephen A show ing us  w hat  happ ens w hen the  p ayche ck gets 
louder  than the  principle.  That’s  s ome hankerchief  head “Uncle  Tom” stuff  straig ht  up. 
And tr ust  me,  f i f ty  years  from now,  w hen fol ks  study this  era,  Jasmine Cro ckett’s  name 
gonna b e  in  the  b o oks  next  to  the  f ig hters  for  justice  and tr uth tel lers ,  the  ones  w ho 
chal lenge the  moral  and ethic al  w rongs  of  the  system.  Stephen A? Histor y  don’t  re ward 
the  ones  that  make nois e,  histor y  re wards  the  ones  that  made a  dif ference. 

Hel lo,  G-times,  there  has  b e en a  lot  of  me dia  coverage ab out  tarif fs ,  and unfor tunate-
ly,  there  are  many Americ ans  including my Black brothers  and sisters  w ho do not  k now  
how tarif fs  work.  Tarif fs  are  taxes  p aid by Americ an business es  to  buy go o ds from 
countries  such as  Russia ,  Nigeria ,  or  Jap an.   Often,  the  business es  w i l l  p ass  the  cost 
the y p aid in  taxes  to  buy the  pro duct  to  the  Americ an consumer.  If  Americ an busi-
ness es  p ay an extra  $10,000 tarif f  to  imp or t  a  c ar  from Jap an,  auto dealers  w i l l  l i kely 
p ass  most  or  a l l  of  that  cost  on to  U.S.  buyers ,  you the  Americ an consumer.  That’s  how 
tarif fs  work.  The mone y is  col le cte d at  the  US Customs b order  agenc y and s ent  to  the 
G eneral  Fund of  the  US Treasur y.   The US C ongress  determines  how the  mone y col le ct-
e d is  sp ent .  Of ,  cours e,  the  US C ongress  has  b e en missing in  action and has  ce de d most 
of  their  authority  to  the  President .  Usual ly,  the  most  reas onable  justi f ic ation for  tar-
i f fs  is  to  help to  p ay dow n the  National  debt ,  and as  of  last  month,  the  debt  was  $37.43 
Tri l l ion.  The US government  col le cte d $142 bi l l ion in  tarif fs  re venue as  of  the  end of 
S eptemb er.  Howe ver,  Tr ump’s  s o  c a l le d “Big  B eautifu l  Bi l l”  w i l l  g ive  a  $117.  00  bi l l ion 
in  tax  cuts  to  bi l l ionaires ,  the  r ichest  1% next  year,  b asic al ly  offs etting any real  imp act 
on the  national  debt .  Yea,  we the  Americ an consumers  are  p ay ing for  the  r ich to  get 
r icher  and for  me and you to  get  p o orer.  That’s  your tarif f  less on for  to day….

Hel lo,  G-times,  w hat-up,  you k now,  just  p aid my monthly  c ar  bi l l .   You k now,  i f  mone y 
do esn’t  grow on tre es  w hy do b anks  have  branches?  Wel l .  For  b anks  mone y do es  grow 
on tre es .   Banks  get  fre e  mone y from your mone y and my mone y just  for  ke eping it 
for  you in  the  b ank.  It’s  c a l le d interest .  The b ank’s  interest  rate.  G et  a  b ank lo an,  the 
interest  rate  means fre e  mone y for  the  b ank.  S o,  for  the  b anks,  mone y do es  grow on 
tre es .  For  the  b anks.  i t’s  mo-  mone y,  mo-mone y,  and  mo-  mone y….”

  Hel lo,  after  the  Novemb er 2025 city  C ounci l  e le ctions,  we w i l l  have  a  ne w City  C oun-
ci l  and no issue  is  more imp or tant  than w hat  the y do or  not  do to  re vers e  the  old  coun-
ci l’s  de cision to  cover  and leave  p ois onous s oi l  at  Bing ham Park or  move it  to  a  r ural 
lo c ation outside  of  Gre ensb oro and Gui lford C ounty.  The y had a  choice  last  year  but 
prioritiz e d cost  rather  than the  health and safety  of  Black l ives .  It  wou ld cost  $13 mi l-
l ion to  ke ep the  s oi l  in  Gre ensb oro.  To move  the  p ois onous contaminate d s oi l  to  one 
of  the  two lo c ations  outside  of  Gre ensb oro it  wou ld $43 mi l l ion.  S o how much are  the 
l ives  of  the  approximately  61,000 Black residents  w ho reside  in  City  C ounci l  District  2 
wor th?   Oh,  ab out  $30 mi l l ion.  In Gre ensb oro,  61,000 Black L ives  don’t  matter.
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G o o d morning,  may b e the  b est  statement  of  greatness  c an b e  summe d up in  this  quote, 
read and take  he e d.  ‘ The Greatest  Man in histor y  is  Jesus.  He had no s er vants ,  yet  the y 
c a l le d Him Master.  He had no degre e,  yet  the y c al le d Him Teacher.  He had no me di-
cines,  yet  the y c a l le d Him Healer.  He had no army,  yet  k ings  feare d Him.  He won no 
mi l itar y  b att les ,  yet  He conquere d the  world.  He committe d no crime,  yet  the y cr uci-
f ie d Him.  He was  burie d in  a  tomb,  yet  He l ives  to day.’

Hel lo,  When the  Americ an empire  f inal ly  col laps es ,  historians  won’t  b e  stunne d by the 
gre e d of  the  el ite  but  by  the  loyalty  of  p o or White  Americ ans,  esp e cia l ly  the  p o or w hite 
MAGA fol lowers.  The y are  real ly  b eing conne d.  It’s  s o  sad.
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Nor th C arolina A&T shou ld return 
to  the  MEAC C onference  and not  r un 
from its  g lorious  cu ltural  ro ots

NC CU 62,  NCA&T 20

 E arl  Jones,  Publisher  
 The Gre ensb oro Times          

     Founded,  in  1890,  the  “Agr icul-
tura l  and Michanica l  C ol lege   for  the 
C olored R ace”  was  establ ished by an 
ac t  of  the  North Carol ina  Genera l 
Assembly.  The NC Genera l  Assem-
bly  responded to  the  protest  and 
demands  of  Greensboro’s  Afr ican 
American leadership at  the  t ime.
Today,   North Carol ina  A&T State 
Univers ity  (NCA&T) is  the  larg-
est  histor ica l ly  Black univers ity  in 
America .  With that  t it le  comes not 
just  prest ige,  but  a  responsibi l ity  to 
protect ,  preser ve,  and promote  the 
culture  that  bui lt  i t .  Yet ,  in  2020, 
A&T abandoned its  HB CU athlet ic 
roots ,  leaving the  Mid-Eastern Ath-
let ic  C onference  (MEAC) for  the  Big 
S outh and then jumping to  another 
predominant ly  white  conference  in 
2022. 
       Enough is  enough.  It’s  t ime for 
A&T to  stop running f rom its  her i-
tage  and return home to  the  MEAC.
       The MEAC was  establ ished in 
1969 by HB CU col leges  that  were 
members  of  the  C entra l  Intercol le-
g iate  Athlet ic  Associat ion (CIAA). 
The char ter  inst itut ions  were  North 
Carol ina  A&T,  North Carol ina  C en-
tra l  Univers ity  (NCCU),  Delaware 
State  Univers ity,  Howard Univers i-
ty,  Univers ity  of  Mar y land Eastern 
Shore,  S outh Carol ina  State  Univer-
s ity  and Morgan State  Univers iy.  The 
pr imar y purpose  was  to  seek status 
as  a  Divis ion I  conference  for  a l l 
of  i t s  spor ts .  On June 8 ,  1978,  the 
MEAC was  class i f ied as  a  Divis ion I 
by  the  Nat ional  C ol leg iate  Athlet ic 
Associat ion (NCAA). 
       When A&T lef t  the  MEAC, it 
weakened one of  the  few remaining 
Black ath let ic  conferences  that  gave 
r ise  to  legendar y r iva lr ies ,  cu ltura l 

t radit ions ,  and nat ional  recogni-
t ion for  HB CU athletes .  Instead of 
st rengthening its  own people,  A&T 
chased va l idat ion in  white-domi-
nated spaces ,  where  Aggie  pr ide  has 
been watered down and Aggie  culture 
has  been s idel ined. 
       Yes ,  A&T can compete  anywhere. 
But  compet it ion without  cultur-
a l  connect ion is  empty.  The roar 
of  Aggie–Eagle  r iva lr y  games,  the 
thunder  of  the  Blue  & Gold March-
ing Machine f i l l ing  stadiums,  the 
HB CU bands compet ing at  ha l f t ime, 
the  e lec tr ic  energ y of  HB CU home-
comings ,  compet ing for  a  bid  to  the 
the  C elebrat ion B owl  — these  are  not 
just  games.  They are  t radit ions  that 
bind students ,  a lumni,  and commu-
nit ies  together  in  ways  no PWI (Pre-
dominately  White  Univers ity)   con-
ference  ever  could.

 
      Alumni  know it .  Students  feel 
i t .  And the  wider  HB CU community 

sees  it :  A&T ’s  wander ing has  cost  i t 
par t  of  i t s  soul .  C onference-hopping 
f rom the  MEAC to the  Big  S outh 
C onference  to  the  C olonia l  Athlet ic 
Associat ion,  has  created instabi l ity 
and a l ienat ion,  whi le  st r ipping away 
the  ver y  cultura l  pr ide  that  once 
made Aggie  ath let ics  specia l . 
       Returning to  the  MEAC would 
not  be  a  retreat .  It  would be  a  bold 
stand — a  declarat ion that  Black 
inst itut ions  do not  need to  abandon 
their  roots  to  showcase  their  worth. 
It  would mean leading by example, 
us ing A&T ’s  s ize  and strength to 
fur ther  stabi l ize  the  MEAC, rebui ld 
r iva lr ies ,  and show that  cu ltura l  her-
itage  and ath let ic  excel lence  go hand 
in  hand. 
       North Carol ina  A&T ’s  greatness 
was  never  just  about  winning games. 
It  was  about  l i f t ing up a  people,  car-
r y ing for ward a  legac y,  and showing 
that  HB CUs are  more than capable 
of  standing ta l l  on the  nat ional  stage 
and eventual ly  win a  nat ional  NCAA 
Divis ion I  Championship. 
       The Aggies  don’t  belong wan-
der ing f rom one PWI conference  to 
another.  They belong at  home — in 
the  MEAC, with their  people,  their 
cu lture,  and their  histor y. 
       It’s  t ime to  come back home.
       Oh,  fu l l  d isclosure,  I  am a  grad-
uate  of  NCCU. My wife ,  an NCA&T
Alum. Most  Eag les  and Aggies ,  be-
le ive  as  we do,  no matter  what  you’ve 
been indoctr inated to  bele ive,  white 
ice  is  not  colder.

     
NC C entral  fo otb al l  co ach,  Trei  Oliver w w w.gre ensb orotimesne ws.comw w w.gre ensb orotimesne ws.com



8          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

Assata  Shakur,  a  fearless  re volutionar y and the  f irst  woman 
on the  FBI’s  Most  Wante d l ist ,  dies  in  Cub a after  de c ades  of 
exi le  and resistance.

       Freedom Fighter.  Fugit ive.  Assa-
ta  Shakur.  Shakur,  an American rebel 
whose  ac t iv ism and ident ity  polar-
ized a  nat ion,  has  died.  A fearless 
advocate  and revolut ionar y  whose 
l i fe  was  devoted to  the  f ight  for 
Black l iberat ion and socia l  just ice , 
through her  wr it ing and act ions ,  she 
cha l lenged systems of  oppress ion 
and inspired generat ions  to  demand 
f reedom, t ruth and dignity.
       Her  commitment  to  ac t iv ism—
and subsequent  convic t ions—sent 
her  on the  run,  f i rst  escaping pr ison 
and then f inding pol it ica l  asy lum in 
Cuba,  where  she  l ived out  her  days .
       B orn Joanne Deborah Byron 
(and later  Chesimard)  in  1947,  Shak-
ur  spent  her  chi ldhood in  Queens , 
New York;  and Wilmington,  North 
Carol ina ,  where  she  witnessed the 
clashes  between race,  c lass  and pow-
er.  She  exper ienced racism,  sexism 
and pol ice  bruta l ity  f i rsthand,  wit-
ness ing the  death of  a  f r iend,  and 
fe lt  compel led to  f ight  for  l iberat ion, 
us ing any means  necessar y. 
       At  the  height  of  the  Civi l  Rights 
Movement ,  she  found her  path in 
the  Black Panther  Par ty  and later, 
the  Black Liberat ion Army,  where 
she  was  fu l ly  committed to  br ing-
ing about  radica l  change for  Black 
Americans ,  par t icular ly  in  hea lth-
care,  pr ison reform and pol it ica l 
equal ity.
       ​Charged with severa l  cr imes 
and the  subject  of  a  mult i -state 

manhunt ,  in  May 1973,  Shakur  was 
involved in  a  shootout  on the  New 
Jersey  State  Turnpike  that  le f t  a  state 
t rooper  and a  member  of  BLA dead. 
Shakur  was  charged and convic ted of 
murder  in  1977,  though her  defense 
team showed that  her  para lyzed arm 
would have  made it  impossible  for 
her  to  f i re  the  t rooper’s  fata l  shot .
       S et  to  ser ve  a  l i fe  sentence  at 
Cl inton C orrect ional  Faci l ity  for 
Women in  New Jersey,  Shakur  made 
a  dar ing escape in  1979.  She then 
f led to  Cuba,  where  she  received po-
l it ica l  asy lum.
       O ver  the  next  three  decades ,  the 
U.S .  government  attempted to  ex-
tradite  her  to  the  United States .  She 
was  placed on the  FBI  Most  Wanted 
List  in  2013 and was  the  f i rst  woman 
ever  added to  the  l i s t .  In  December 
2014,  EB ONY reported that  Shakur 
would not  be  extradited f rom Cuba 
to  the  U.S .
       We’ve  explained to  the  U.S . 
government  in  the  past  that  there 
are  some people  l iv ing in  Cuba to 
whom Cuba has  leg it imately  grant-
ed pol it ica l  asy lum,”  Josef ina  Vidal , 
the  countr y ’s  head of  North Amer-
ican af fairs ​ at  the  t ime, ​ had​ s tated. 
“ There’s  no extradit ion t reaty  in 
ef fec t  between Cuba and the  U.S .”
       ​According to  repor ts ,  Shakur 
died in  her  adopted home countr y 
of  Cuba on S eptember  25 at  age  78. 
Her  daughter,  Kakuya Shakur,  posted 
onl ine  about  her  mother’s  pass ing . 

“At  approximately  1 :15  p.m.  on S ep-
tember  25th,  my mother  took her 
last  ear th ly  breath.  Words  cannot 
descr ibe  the  depth of  loss  that  I  am 
feel ing at  this  t ime,”  she  wrote.
       “I  want  to  thank you for  your 
loving prayers  that  cont inue to  an-
chor  me in  the  st rength that  I  need 
in  this  moment .  My spir it  i s  over-
f lowing in  unison with a l l  of  you 
who are  gr ieving with me at  this 
t ime.”
       S evera l  movies  have  explored 
Shakur’s  l i fe ,  including “Eyes  of  the 
R ainbow,”  a  1997 documentar y  di-
rected by Glor ia  Rolando that  cen-
ters  on Shakur’s  l i fe  in  exi le  in  Cuba. 
In  1987,  she  released Assata :  An Au-
tobiography,  which detai led the  mo-
t ivat ion behind her  ac t iv ism,  as  wel l 
as  her  t ime in  pr ison and her  ref lec-
t ions  on racia l  re lat ions  in  America . 
“Nobody in  the  world,  nobody in 
histor y,  has  ever  gotten their  f ree-
dom by appeal ing to  the  moral  sense 
of  the  people  who were  oppress ing 
them,”  she  candidly  wr ites .
       Her  legac y ser ves  as  a  remind-
er  that  courage  and res istance  can 
indeed reshape histor y.  As  we ref lec t 
on her  impact ,  we carr y  for ward the 
hope and determinat ion to  cont inue 
the  work she  dedicated her  l i fe  to—
bui lding a  world  rooted in  just ice , 
equal ity,  and poss ibi l ity.  She  was  a 
woman who was  f iercely  dedicated to 
her  def iance  of  oppress ion.

by Delaina Dixon,  EBONY Mag.
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UNG- Police  Alterc ation -  p age 10 >

9          THE GREENSBORO TIMES

‘Ashame d to  b e  a  Sp ar tan.’  Strong reactions  to 
UNC-Gre ensb oro p olice  a lterc ation.

NAACP, State  L aw maker  and University  of  Nor th C arolina at  Gre ensb oro students  and a lumni express 
dismay over  UNC G cops’  treatment  of  two Black arreste es .

       A physica l  a ltercat ion between 
three  UNC-Greensboro Pol ice  of f i -
cers  and a  man and woman dur ing a 
Monday t raf f ic  stop is  drawing cr it-
ic ism f rom UNCG students  and c iv i l 
r ights  groups .  Video footage  of  the 
incident  shows of f icers  grabbing and 
curs ing at  a  man dur ing the  arrest 
and kneel ing on top of  the  woman.
       A repor t  of  the  incident  ob-
tained by Carol ina  Publ ic  Press 
names the  man as  Quenten Thomas, 
24 ,  of  Greensboro,  and the  woman as 
Al is ia  Rea,  22 ,  of  Charlotte . 
       Thomas and Rea are  both Black. 
The of f icers  who init ia l ly  ap-
proached Thomas for  his  vehicle  be-
ing stopped in  a  turn lane are  L at i-
no,  and a  third of f icer  who arr ived 
dur ing Thomas’  arrest  i s  white .  The 
UNCG chapter  of  the  NAACP re-
leased a  statement  on the  a ltercat ion 
cr it ic iz ing UNCG Pol ice  who they 
say  “bruta l ized two Black Greens-
boro res idents .”
       UNCG released a  statement 
acknowledging at  least  one of  the 
indiv iduals  arrested is  a  student  at 
the  univers ity.  “ The Univers ity  is 
aware  of  a  campus incident  involv-
ing a  student  and law enforcement 
that  has  raised concerns  in  our  com-
munity,”  UNCG said  in  a  statement 
posted on socia l  media  Thursday.
       “Whi le  we cannot  comment  on 

ongoing lega l  matters ,  our  pr ior-
ity  is  the  safety  and wel l -being of 
our  students .  Support  is  avai lable 
through the  Divis ion of  Student 
Af fairs  for  those  with quest ions  or 
concerns .”

       In  the  v ideo,  a  female  of f icer 
who is  l i s ted in  the  incident  repor t 
as  Of f icer  Rebecca  Gal ic ia ,  a  pol ice 
t rainee,  says  Thomas was  init ia l ly 
pul led over  for  being stopped in  a 

turn lane,  though records  show he 
was  u lt imately  arrested for  a  revoked 
dr iver’s  l icense  and “res ist ,  delay  or 
obstruct ion” in  addit ion to  stopping 
on a  highway.
       Rea ,  who f i lmed severa l  minutes 
of  the  a ltercat ion and arrests ,  was 
arrested for  assault  on a  publ ic  of f i -
c ia l  and is    sued a  t respass  warning 
according to  the  incident  repor t , 
despite  of f icers  saying in  the  v ideo 
she  was  being arrested for  inter fer-
ing with their  invest igat ion.
       Rea ,  who ident i f ied Thomas as 
her  boyfr iend,  told  CPP on Monday, 
Oct .  13 ,  that  they do not  “have  a 
statement  to  make at  this  t ime.”
       The star t  of  the  v ideo posted 
to  socia l  media  shows a  male  of-
f icer,  who can be  ident i f ied by his 
nametag as  UNCG Pol ice  Of f icer 
Cr ist ian Ort iz  but  is  not  named in 
the  incident  repor t ,  attempting to 
grab Thomas out  of  the  dr iver’s  seat 
of  his  vehicle .  Thomas told  Ort iz  to 
le t  go of  him so he  could step out  of 
the  car. 
       Ort iz  le t  go of  Thomas,  and 
Thomas repeatedly  asked the  of f i -
cers  to  back up f rom the  dr iver’s 
s ide  so  he  could step out .  Ort iz 
shouted at  Ort iz ,  te l l ing  him to, 
“Get  out  of  the  f—ing car  r ight  now, 
man!” 
       “Can you back up? ”  Thomas 

by Kate  Denning-C arolina Public  Press
                 Octob er  13,  2025
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about  par ty  pol it ics .  It’s  about  be-
longing.  For  centur ies ,  Black intel-
lec t  has  been treated as  a  threat  to 
American order.  From slave  codes 
that  cr iminal ized l iterac y  to  mod-
ern ef for ts  to  ban ethnic  studies ,  the 
pattern is  c lear :  when Black people 
think cr it ica l ly,  systems of  power 
t remble.  That’s  why HB CUs exist  to 
cult ivate  intel lec t  f ree  f rom domina-
t ion.  And that’s  precisely  why they’re 
being targeted now.
This  so-ca l led “outreach”  tour  is  less 
about  recruit ing Black conser vat ives 
and more about  reclaiming control 
of  the  narrat ive.  White  supremac y is 
in  a  panic .  Its  myths  are  col lapsing 
under  demographic  change,  socia l 
movement  gains ,  and the  exposure  of 
i t s  histor ica l  v iolence.  When power 
feels  i t se l f  s l ipping,  i t  seeks  v is ibi l -
ity,  and what  better  stage  than the 

inst itut ions  that  symbol ize  Black 
sel f -determinat ion?
       The danger  isn’t  that  a  handful 
of  s tudents  wi l l  be  “conver ted.”  The 
danger  is  that  conser vat ive  oper-
at ives  wi l l  succeed in  normal iz ing 
their  presence  on Black campuses , 
turning them into s ites  of  sur vei l -
lance  and content  har vest ing .  Once 
accepted as  leg it imate,  these  v is its 
can grow into par tnerships ,  fe l low-
ships ,  and media  plat forms that  fun-
nel  Black pain into  white  enter tain-
ment .  The goal  i s  not  to  persuade, 
but  to  neutra l ize  and to  domest icate 
the  radica l  potent ia l  of  HB CUs by 
turning them into props  in  someone 
else’s  redemption stor y.
       The l ine  between “outreach”  and 
occupat ion is  thin.  What  begins  as 
a  table  and a  camera can evolve  into 
inf luence  networks  shaping pol ic y, 

campus budgets ,  and percept ion.  The 
best  defense  is  v ig i lance  and the  un-
waver ing asser t ion that  Black spaces 
are  not  open laborator ies  for  other 
people’s  pol it ica l  exper iments .  B e-
cause  the  f ight  for  Black educat ion 
has  never  been about  permiss ion to 
speak.  It’s  been about  the  r ight  to  be 
le f t  a lone to  bui ld,  think,  and f lour-
ish.  And that’s  what’s  under  threat 
now.
       The so-ca l led “Educate  to  L ib-
erate”  tour  isn’t  a  debate.  It’s  a  test . 
It’s  asking whether  Black inst itut ions 
wi l l  s tand their  ground or  be  turned 
into  stages  for  white  gr ievance the-
ater.  The answer  should be  s imple : 
we’ve  a lready learned this  lesson.  We 
know this  playbook.  And we won’t 
per form in anyone else’s  product ion 
of  our  f reedom.

 <MAGA/Tenness e e  State  from p age -4  >

 <G overnment Shutdow n from p age -  5  >
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said  in  the  v ideo.  “I  do not  feel  safe 
gett ing out  of  the  car  with  you guys 
hover ing over  me r ight  now.”
       A third of f icer,  whose  nametag 
is  blurr y  in  the  v ideo and is  not 
l i s ted in  the  incident  repor t  but  has 
been ident i f ied as  UNCG Pol ice  Sgt . 
Braxton Hiatt  in  socia l  media  posts , 
then arr ived on the  scene and said 
Thomas was  under  arrest .  Hiatt  i s 
seen removing his  stun-gun device 
and point ing it  at  Thomas through 

the  open car  door,  moments  af ter 
arr iv ing .
       Ort iz  pul led Thomas out  of  the 
dr iver’s  seat  and began restraining 
him.  As  Thomas had his  hands  be-
hind his  back against  the  s ide  of  the 
vehicle ,  Hiatt  told  Thomas he  was 
about  to  be  “tased.”  Thomas ex-
pressed he  did  not  know what  he  was 
doing to  be  tased for  or  why he  was 
being arrested.
       The v ideo cont inues  to  show 

Thomas being put  in  the  pol ice  car. 
Rea ,  the  woman f i lming the  inter-
act ion,  asked of f icers  whether  they 
read Thomas his  r ights .  Hiatt  re-
sponded,  “You watch too much T V. 
Mind your  business .”
       “Miranda r ights  apply  only  be-
fore  of f icers  begin a  custodia l  in-
terrogat ion,”  a  UNCG spokesperson 
later  told  CPP.  “Without  both ‘cus-
tody’  and ‘ interrogat ion’  Miranda 
warnings  are  not  appl icable .  Custody 

UNC-G Police  Alterc ation from p age -  9

come to  the  negot iat ion table  with 
Democrats  to  come to  some middle 
ground.
       “O ver  the  last  few days ,  Pres i-
dent  Trump’s  behavior  has  become 
more errat ic  and unhinged.  Instead 
of  negot iat ing a  bipar t isan agree-
ment  in  good faith ,  he  is  obsess ively 
post ing crazed,  deep,  fake  v ideos ,” 
said  Jef f r ies ,  referr ing to  a  racist  AI 
v ideo Trump posted on socia l  media 
target ing him and S enate  Minor ity 
Leader  Chuck S chumer.
      “ The countr y  is  in  desperate 
need of  an inter vent ion to  get  out 
of  another  Trump shutdown,”  said 
Jef f r ies .
       Rep.  Yvette  D.  Clarke,  the  chair-
woman of  the  C ongress ional  Black 
Caucus ,  said  the  federa l  shutdown 
is  “ent ire ly  of  the  Republ ican Par ty ’s 
making.”
      She  lamented that ,  “unfor tunate-
ly,  Black communit ies  wi l l  be  forced 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  pol it ica l 
games.”
       Echoing Jef f r ies ,  Clarke  said  in 

a  statement ,  “Instead of  coming to 
the  negot iat ing table  to  f ind a  bipar-
t isan solut ion to  prevent  Americans 
f rom los ing l i fe-saving hea lthcare, 
they  le f t  town.  Instead of  negot iat ing 
in  good faith  with Democrat ic  lead-
ership,  Pres ident  Trump cowardly 
posted racist  deepfakes  on the  inter-
net .  This  behavior  shows the  Amer-
ican people  exact ly  who the  Repub-
l icans  are  and where  their  pr ior it ies 
l ie .”
       C larke  said  the  f ight  to  protect 
Medicaid  and Medicare  is  worth 
f ight ing for,  par t icular ly  because  “1 
in  5  Medicaid  enrol lees  are  Black” 
and the  cuts  wi l l  result  in  the  clos-
ing of  hospita ls ,  nurs ing homes,  and 
cl inics  across  the  countr y  that  re ly 
on federa l  funding.
       How government  shutdown, 
f ight  over  Obamacare  and Medicaid 
impacts  Black Americans
       The CB C chair woman a lso  de-
fended Democrats’  push to  extend 
Obamacare  tax  credits ,  arguing that 
without  it ,  premiums wi l l  dr ive  up 

costs  and push coverage  “out  of 
reach for  many in  our  commun
       Rep.  Ayanna Press ley,  D-Mass . , 
who held  a  press  conference  ahead 
of  the  shutdown a longside  workers 
and fami l ies  who would be  impacted, 
said  that  Pres ident  Trump and his 
“Republ ican co-conspirators”  cont in-
ue to  “demonstrate  contempt  for  the 
people  and advance harmful  pol ic ies 
that  make people  hungr ier,  poorer, 
s icker,  and less  safe .”
       “As  duly  e lec ted Members  of 
C ongress ,  i t  i s  not  only  our  duty, 
but  our  obl igat ion,  to  make l i fe 
better  for  the  people  we ser ve.  In-
stead,  Republ icans  have  shameful ly 
pushed the  countr y  into  a  danger-
ous  government  shutdown,  and our 
const ituents  deser ve  better,”  said  the 
congresswoman.  “I  refuse  to  accept 
this  future  as  an inevitabi l ity,  and I 
wi l l  cont inue to  f ight  to  reopen the 
government ,  keep essent ia l  ser v ices 
running,  and mit igate  the  Republ i-
can-caused hea lthcare  cr is is .”
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 She  Made Histor y!
Dr.  Hadiyah-Nicole  Gre en b e c ame the  f irst 
s cientist  to  cure  c ancer  in  mice  using la-
s er-activate d nanop ar tic les .
�  Her  metho d:  target  tumors  w ith las ers , 
leav ing healthy cel ls  untouche d.  Safe.  Pre-
cis e.  FDA nanop ar tic le-b as e d.

CONTACT  US

336-373-CITY
2 4 8 9

Do you qualify for a lead-paint 
hazard grant from the  
City of Greensboro? 

• Was your home built  
before 1978?

• Do children younger than 6  
spend time in the home?

• Is a pregnant woman  
living in the home?

• Are you a low- to  
moderate-income 
homeowner OR renter?

Lead paint in homes 
can be a health hazard 
to young children.

Learn more. Scan the code or go to 
www.greensboro-nc.gov/LeadSafe.
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             Put  Your Business  In the  Stre ets ,  L o ok Out  For  Your B ottom L ine             Put  Your Business  In the  Stre ets ,  L o ok Out  For  Your B ottom L ine
                                Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times                                Adver tis e  In The Gre ensb oro Times
                                               (336)  254-8725                                               (336)  254-8725

• Has been continuously involved in Greensboro’s economic wins for 14 years

• Supports Police, Fire and GM911 by being an outspoken advocate for their salaries and 
equipment needs

• Knows that infrastructure is critical to economic development

• Supports the City Manager’s housing initiative  “The Road to 10,000” 

I AM THAT PERSON, AND I AM ASKING FOR YOUR VOTE!

  Website: marikayformayor.com  
  Phone: 336 314 9620      

       Email: marikayformayor@gmail.com      
       Facebook: Marikay Abuzuaiter for Mayor 

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT MARIKAY ABUZUAITER
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means a  s ituat ion where  a  reasonable 
person would not  feel  f ree  to  leave. 
Interrogat ion refers  to  direc t  ques-
t ioning.”
       Ort iz  then told  Rea he  needed 
her  name because  she  was  inter fer-
ing with the  of f icers’  invest igat ion. 
Rea did  not  g ive  her  name and asked 
for  Ort iz’  badge number.  She moved 
of f  the  st reet  onto the  s idewalk , 
where  Ort iz  fol lowed her  to  cont inue 
asking for  her  name. 
       Af ter  Rea asked for  Ort iz’s 
badge number  mult iple  t imes ,  he 
responded of f icers  do not  have  them. 
The UNCG spokesperson conf irmed 
to  CPP that  UNCG Pol ice  do not 
have  badge numbers .  Af ter  Rea not 
providing her  name,  Ort iz  said, 
“You’re  going to  jai l ,  too.”  As  Rea be-
gan walking away,  of f icers  fol lowed 
her  and told  her  to  stop.  Al l  three 
of f icers  can be  seen attempting to 
restrain her. 
       Rea  fe l l  to  the  ground af ter 
st ruggl ing to  break their  grasp and 
is  seen on her  stomach on the  s ide-
walk  as  of f icers  proceeded with the 
arrest .  Addit ional  footage  f i lmed by 
a  bystander  shows a l l  three  of f icers 
on top of  Rea.  She asked the  of f icers 
severa l  t imes  to  remove their  hands 
f rom her  neck.
       Ort iz ,  Gal ic ia ,  Hiatt  and Rea 
did  not  respond to  requests  for  com-
ment  before  publ icat ion.  Thomas 
could not  be  reached at  this  t ime.
       The NAACP’s  UNCG chapter 
re leased a  statement  on socia l  media 
regarding the  arrests  saying Thomas 
and Rea are  enduring severe  emo-
t ional  dist ress  and psychologica l 
t rauma f rom the  events .
       “UNCG PD are  supposed to  pro-
tec t  and ser ve  students ,  now,  to  the 
Black community  on campus they are 

their  biggest  danger,”  the  statement 
read. 
       “ The UNCG NAACP is  working 
with the  v ic t ims of  this  harrowing 
incident  to  ensure  a l l  the  correct 
steps  are  being taken.  The UNCG 
NAACP stand f irmly  against  pol ice 
bruta l ity  and any ac t ions  that  com-
prise  the  safety  and dignity  of  stu-
dents  on or  near  our  campus.”

     “ The Of f icers  in  this  v ideo had a 
choice  at  ever y  turn”,  said  NC S en-
ator  Michael  Garrett ,  a  Gui l ford 
C ounty  Democrat .  “  They chose 
esca lat ion over  pat ience  they chose 
aggress ion over  communicat ion. 
They chose  to  tack le  a  woman who 
was  walking away rather  than s imply 
le t  her  leave.”  Garrett  said. 
       “In  what  world  are  we supposed 
to  feel  that  amount  of  force  for  a 
tense  but  s imple  interact ion is  war-
ranted? ”  one post  read. 
      “UNCG students  are  infur iated.  I 
feel  for  that  g ir l  and hope she  gets  a 
lawyer  (because)  there  was  no reason 
for  the  of f icers  to  react  l ike  that .”
       On UNCG’s  of f ic ia l  Instagram, 

many cr it ic ized the  univers ity  for 
turning of f  the  abi l ity  to  comment 
on the  post .  One a lum commented 
on a  separate  post  that  educators  are 
taught  to  deesca late  tense  s ituat ions 
rather  than esca late ,  and law en-
forcement  are  of ten taught  the  same.
      “I  didn’t  see  one example  of  that 
in  the  v ideo,”  they wrote.  “I  saw pro-
fane- laced yel l ing ,  and three  of f icers 
lay ing on a  young woman who can’t 
be  over  120 pounds.  Tonight ,  I ’m 
ashamed to  be  a  Spar tan.”
      The UNCG spokesperson re-
sponded to  fur ther  quest ions  f rom 
CPP that  the  univers ity  cannot  com-
ment  on speci f ics ,  such as  whether 
the  of f icers  are  or  wi l l  be  suspended 
f rom their  posit ions ,  because  the 
matter  involves  ongoing lega l  pro-
ceedings ,  however  the  univers ity  is 
reviewing the  s ituat ion.
       “ The Divis ion of  Student  Af fairs 
is  in  communicat ion with the  stu-
dent  involved in  the  incident .  Stu-
dent  Af fairs  is  avai lable  to  provide 
counsel ing ,  guidance and resourc-
es  to  any student  as  needed,”  the 
spokesperson said. 
      “As  is  our  standard pract ice  with 
any arrest ,  the  Univers ity  is  review-
ing the  incident ,  including avai lable 
repor ts  and v ideo,  to  ensure  clar ity 
and transparenc y and to  assess  any 
v iolat ions  of  pol ic ies ,  procedures  or 
state  law.”  
       The UNCG Pol ice  website  says 
it s  of f icers  have  the  fu l l  range of 
author it ies  granted to  municipa l  law 
enforcement ,  and they receive  the 
same level  of  t raining as  municipa l 
and county  law enforcement  of f i -
cers .  An agreement  with the  City  of 
Greensboro a l lows UNCG to have 
jur isdic t ion throughout  the  c ity  in 
addit ion to  campus.

<UNC-G Police  Alterc ation from p age -10 >

NC State  S enator  Michael  G arrett  (Dem)
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       Donald Trump rea l ly  wants  a 
Nobel  Pr ize—maybe because  Barack 
Obama got  one,  maybe because  he 
needs  va l idat ion,  maybe because  he 
bel ieves  he  deser ves  one.  In  normal 
c ircumstances ,  he  would be  a  leading 
contender  i f  the  peace  in  Gaza holds . 
But  Trump wi l l  probably  never  win 
a  Nobel  Pr ize  because  he  wi l l  a l -
ways  be  v iewed in  his  ent irety  and 
he  eschews the  va lues  that  def ine  the 
pr ize.
       the  same t ime he’s  been negot i-
at ing an end to  host i l i t ies  in  Gaza, 
he’s  been star ving chi ldren across 
the  world.  He’s  fomented div is ion, 
not  unity,  in  his  own countr y,  ca l l -
ing Democrats  “the  par ty  of  hate , 
ev i l  and Satan.”  He’s  set  loose  v iolent 
thugs  to  drag fami l ies  out  of  their 
homes,  arrested American c it izens 

with l i t t le  due process ,  and used the 
pres idenc y for  personal  prof it .  Most 
s igni f icant ly,  he  t r ied to  over turn 
the  results  of  a  pres ident ia l  e lec-
t ion in  an ef for t  to  hold onto power, 
undermining democrac y in  the  most 
powerful  countr y  in  the  world.
Trump has  shown l itt le  interest  in 
human r ights ,  human dignity,  or 
democrac y.  Reading the  l i s t  of  No-
bel  recipients  and their  reasons  for 
receiv ing the  pr ize  shows a  common 
thread of  se l f lessness ,  a  commitment 
to  human r ights ,  a  bel ie f  in  democ-
rac y,  and a  des ire  for  a  less  oppres-
s ive  world.  Trump doesn’t  care  about 
any of  that .  He is  only  se l f - interested 
even though he  craves  acceptance 
f rom pol ite  society  and the  commu-
nity  of  nat ions .
       Even his  negot iat ions  with Is-

rael  and Hamas have  evidence of 
se l f -dea l ing .  Qatar,  the  countr y  that 
hosts  the  Hamas leadership and f i -
nancia l ly  supported its  government 
in  Gaza,  a l lowed Trump to  bui ld  a 
gol f  course  and resor t .  It  gave  Trump 
a  luxur y je t  to  replace  Air  Force  One 
and Trump is  a l lowing them to  bui ld 
air  force  base  in  Idaho.
       The f inancia l  se l f -dea l ing 
st inks ,  even i f  the  re lease  of  the 
hostages  and the  end of  f ight ing is 
Gaza is  histor ic .  The Nobel  C ommit-
tee  is  not  going to  award a  se l f -ser v-
ing autocrat  the  Nobel  Peace  Pr ize. 
No,  Trump is  never  going to  get  the 
va l idat ion he  craves .  It  wi l l  just  be-
come another  gr ievance for  him and 
his  minions .  Always  the  br idesmaid, 
never  the  br ide.

	

Tr ump won’t  w in the  Nob el  Priz e
Tr ump es che ws demo crac y,  ignores  human rig hts ,  and 
lacks  resp e ct  for  human dignity.

by Thomas Mi l ls
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Bidding

with the City of Greensboro
Opportunities

Questions? Call the City at 336-373-CITY (2489).  

There has never been a better time 
to live, work, and play in Greensboro. 
To make that even better, doing 
business in Greensboro has also 
never been easier. 

The City of Greensboro is committed 
to growing a competitive business 
environment and offering easy 
access to bidding opportunities. 

Stay up-to-date on all the 
latest bid opportunities  
being offered by the City  
of Greensboro.

• Forecasted City Projects

• Procurement Service 
Contracts

• Code Compliance 
Contracts

• Construction Contracts

• Field Operations 
Contracts

• Housing & 
Neighborhood 
Development Requests 
for Proposals

• Parks & Recreation 
Bidding Opportunities

• Transportation 
Requests for Proposals

• Water Resources 
Contracts 
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Creating a Bold Vision 
for Greensboro – 
Together.

voteRobbiePerkins.com

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE 
TO ELECT ROBBIE PERKINS
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