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 NAACP, for the fi rst time in history, calls for 
25th Amendment to remove Trump from offi  ce

No Kings  protest ,  p age 4

-  NASA Aatronaut  Victor  Glover 
p age -  4

Me et  NASA Astronaut 
and Ar temis  II  Pi lot  
Victor  Glover

      B etween 3 ,000 and 
4 ,000 Thousand people 
gathered in  downtown 
Greensboro Saturday 
af ternoon for  the  third 
major  No Kings  protest .
       R a l lygoers  held  s igns 
denouncing Pres ident 
Donald Trump’s  admin-
istrat ion and ca l l ing on 

the  federa l  government  to 
work for  the  people.
       Cather ine  Hol-
combe,  a  Greensboro 
res ident ,  said  she  fe lt  i t 
was  important  to  show 
up because  i f  people  were 
s i lent ,  nothing would 
change.
       “I  wish it  would make 

the  lawmakers  get  st ron-
ger  and know the  people 
are  behind them,”  she 
said.  “But  it  may be  just 
that  we have  to  wait  and 
elec t  new people.”
       The ra l ly  was  orga-
nized by Indivis ible  Gui l-
ford C ounty,  a  progress ive 
grassroots  organizat ion. 

Gre ensb oro among thousands of  ra l l ies 
across  countr y  for  third ‘No Kings’  protest

88.5 WFDD -  Public  R adio For  The Pie dmont |  By DJ Simmons
Publishe d March 28,  2026 at  4 :36 PM EDT

NC Supreme C our t  Justice  Anita  E arls 
was  the  ke y note  sp eaker  for  the  third 
‘No Kings’  protest  in  Gre ensb oro

Thousands gathere d in  dow ntow n Gre ensb oro for 
the  third ‘No Kings’  protest

       The NAACP,  the  nat ion’s  oldest  c iv i l  r ights  organizat ion,  is  ca l l ing for  the 
25th Amendment  to  be  invoked against  Donald Trump,  marking the  f i rst  t ime in 
histor y  that  the  group has  ca l led for  the  removal  of  a  s itt ing U.S .  pres ident .
       The organizat ion,  founded in  1909,  demanded “urgent  ac t ion” in  response  to 
Pres ident  Trump’s  “deter iorat ing hea lth  and increas ing ly  delusional  behavior.”
       A statement  f rom the  NAACP explained,  “ The rhetor ic  and act ions  emanat-
ing f rom the  highest  of f ice  in  the  land have  reached a  level  of  instabi l ity  that 
poses  a  direc t  threat  to  the  wel l -being of  mi l l ions  of  Americans  and the  integr ity 
of  our  armed forces .”

(Photo:  G etty  Images)

Derrick Johns on,  the  national  president  and CEO of  the  NAACP,  c a l le d 
Tr ump,  79,  “unfit ,  unwel l ,  and unhinge d.” by G erren  Keith G ay nor

     Apri l  7 ,  2026

       NASA astronaut  Vic tor 
Glover  is  a  member  of  the  Ar-
temis  Team,  a  se lec t  group of 
astronauts  charged with focus-
ing on the  development  and 
training ef for ts  for  ear ly  Arte-
mis  miss ions .
        Vic tor  J.  Glover,  Jr.  was 
se lec ted as  an astronaut  in  2013 
whi le  ser ving as  a  Legis lat ive 
Fel low in  the  United States 
S enate.  the  Internat ional  Space 
Stat ion.
       The Cal i fornia  nat ive 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  S cience  in 
Genera l  Engineer ing ,  a  Master 
of  S cience  in  Fl ight  Test  En-
gineer ing ,  a  Master  of  S cience 
in  Systems Engineer ing and a 
Master  of  Mi l itar y  Operat ional 

NAACP p age -  8
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           A large  crowd of  Greensboro 
res idents  attended the  Greensboro 
City  C ounci l  meet ing last  Tuesday 
cr it ic ized the  City ’s  hir ing of  Dayton 
Ohio’s  outgoing pol ice  chief ,  ca l l ing 
on the  City  to  recind the  job of fer. 
Dayton pol ice  Chief  Kamran Afza l 
was  se lec ted as  the  next  pol ice  chief 
of  the  Greensboro Pol ice  Depar t-
ment ,  with  City  of f ic ia ls  saying his 
star t  date  would be  Mid-May.  For-
mer Greensboro Pol ice  Chief ,  John 
Thompson ret ired last  month.  The 
Greensboro City  C ounci l  regular 
meet ing was  held  a  week af ter  the 
hir ing announcement  was  made by 
Greensboro City  manager  Nathaniel 
“ Trey”  Davis .
       Dozens  of  the  c it izens  who 
attended the  meet ing ,  which the 
c ity  l ivestreamed on its  government 
website ,  pointed to  concerns  with 
the  recent  fata l  shoot ing of  Regina l 
Thomas by Dayton pol ice  in  March 
and ca l led for  the  c ity  to  consider 
someone else  for  the  job.
       Organizers  say  there  should 
have  been a  more t ransparent  pro-
cess  in  which internal  candidates 
were  considered more heavi ly  than 
external  candidates ,  and the  publ ic 
should have  been permitted to  weigh 
in .
       One of  the  speakers  was  Greens-
boro ac t iv ist  Jason Hicks .  Who 
ca l led on the  c ity  to  take  back its  of-
fer  to  Afza l ,  say ing c ity  management 
previously  said  publ ic  forums would 
be  held  in  the  search for  Greens-
boro’s  next  pol ice  chief .  He said 
these  forums to  announce the  f ina l-
ists  did  not  occur.  “We need a  pol ice 
chief  who understands  compassion, 
accountabi l ity,  humanity  and most 
important ly,  understands  Greens-

boro”,  Hicks  said.
       S evera l  speakers  ment ioned 
Assistant  Chief  Stephanie  Mardis 
by  name as  a  better  a lternat ive.  One 
person c ited her  resume as  a  qual i-
f ied internal  candidate.    
       The news of  Afza l’s  hir ing broke 
in  the  Ohio media  a  week ago,  forc-
ing the  City  of  Greensboro to  make 
the  announcement  later  on March 
31.  The night  pr ior,  a  group of  peo-
ple  gathered outs ide  pol ice  head-
quar ters  in  Greensboro to  protest 
the  hire .
       Speaking before  the  c ity  coun-
ci l  on Apri l  7 ,  mult iple  speakers 
brought  up s ituat ions  that  happened 
in  Dayton dur ing Afza l’s  tenure, 
such as  the  death of  Regina ld  Thom-
as .  He was  a  man who was  stopped 
in  late-March by pol ice  for  r iding a 
bike  without  a  working headl ight .      
       Thomas repor tedly  f led,  and po-
l ice  say  he  reached for  a  gun.  Thom-
as  was  shot  and ki l led  by an of f icer, 
according to  WDTN, T V stat ion in 
Dayton.
       Speakers  quest ioned Afza l’s 
leadership sty le ,  a l leg ing potent ia l 
pol ice  bruta l ity  dur ing his  f ive  years 
as  chief .  C oncerned community 
members  say  Greensboro needs  com-
munity  pol ic ing .
       Greensboro Mayor  Marikay 
Abuzaiter  addressed the  crowd af ter 
publ ic  comment ,  saying City  Manag-
er  Trey Davis ,  who has  two decades 
of  law enforcement  exper ience,  ac ted 
within his  role ,  and the  hire  is  l ikely 
a  done dea l .
       “ That  decis ion is  made,  and I 
don’t  bel ieve  that  is  a  decis ion that 
is  going to  be  rescinded.  I  know that 
there  are  people  who are  disappoint-
ed,  but  we did support  the  c ity  man-

ager  who made that  decis ion,  and 
that  is  by  state  law that  he’s  g iven 
that  author ity,”  Abuzuaiter  said. 
According to  State  law the  c ity  man-
ager  works  for  the  c ity  counci l  and is 
hired by the  Greensboro City  C oun-
ci l  to  run the  day to  day operat ion of 
the  City.  Davis  is  a  former member 
of  the  Greensboro Pol ice  Deparment .
       Mayor  Abuzaiter  went  on to 
say  she  hopes  people  g ive  Afza l  “a 
chance.”      
       C ommunity  organizers  held  a 
media  event  af ter  the  meet ing and 
said  they are  not  done,  and there 
wi l l  be  a  town hal l  on Apri l  15 .
       Afza l’s  projec ted star t  date  is 
May 13,  according to  c ity  of f ic ia ls .
       “I  feel  l ike  our  voices  have  been 
muted,”  Reverend Greg Drumwright 
said  in  par t  fol lowing the  meet ing .
       He cr it ic ized what  he  ca l led a 
lack of  t ransparenc y and quest ioned 
why the  c ity  didn’t  pause  the  process 
once  a  new a l legat ion of  potent ia l 
pol ice  overreach was  made in  Dayton 
recent ly.
       “I  am ca l l ing for  the  recension 
of  the  of fer,”  Drumwright  said.
       Davis  a lso  read a  prepared 
statement ,  saying in  par t  that  he 
wanted people  to  “understand that 
this  i s  not  a  decis ion that  I  ap-
proached l ight ly.  It  i s  one that  I 
made with profess ional  exper ience.”
       He went  on to  say  he  a lso  made 
the  decis ion with a  deep knowledge 
of  the  Greensboro community  as 
wel l .
       Afza l  has  35  years  of  law en-
forcement  exper ience,  which has 
prompted some people  to  ask  i f 
he  wi l l  be  quick to  ret ire  f rom the 
Greensboro job.

Dayton p olice  C hief  Kamran Afzal  ( left)  was  s ele cte d as  the  next  p olice 
chief  of  the  Gre ensb oro Police  Dep ar tment  in  Nor th arol ina.  S e ver-
al  residents  have  c a l le d for  the  city  to  res cind the  job offer.  BRYANT 
BILLING /  STAFF

Gre ensb oro residents  c a l l  on city  to 
res cind job offer  to  Dayton’s  p olice 
chief

Sydne y Dawes,  Dayton Dai le y  Ne ws/  Gb oro-times
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       In  2018,  S erena Wil l iams didn’t 
know that  her  chi ldbir th  sur viv-
a l  s tor y  would spark conversat ions 
about  maternal  morta l ity  and com-
pl icat ions ,  with  rates  extremely  high 
among Black women.
       Wi l l iams,  l ike  many Afr ican 
American mothers ,  faced a  matter 
of  l i fe  or  death when she  brought 
her  baby into  the  world.  She made 
it  through chi ldbir th  despite  har-
rowing complicat ions :  painful  con-
tract ions  exasperated by a  decreased 
hear t  rate  that  forced an emergenc y 
C-sect ion in  S eptember.  But  Wil-
l iams became a  hero when she  had 
her  beaut i fu l  baby g ir l ,  Olympia , 
with  her  new husband,  Alexis  Oha-
nian.  She faced af terbir th  compli-
cat ions  including blood clots  that 
caused severe  surger ies ,  but  she 
overcame her  st ruggles .
       The tennis  star  shared her  sto-
r y  of  st rength and sur viva l  to  the 
world,  a  ra l ly ing cr y  for  Black wom-
en who know her  pain a l l  too wel l .
       “I  didn’t  expect  that  shar ing 

our  fami ly ’s  s tor y  of  Olympia’s  bir th 
and a l l  of  complicat ions  af ter  g iv ing 
bir th  would star t  such an outpour-
ing of  discuss ion f rom women — 
especia l ly  black women,”  Wil l iams 
said  in  a  Facebook v ideo.  She ac-
knowledged that  many other  women 
of  color  have  faced s imi lar  compli-
cat ions  and had their  hea lth  prob-
lems go unaddressed.
       The tennis  pro was  one of  the 
for tunate  Black women who sur-
vived gruel ing chal lenges  dur ing and 
af ter  del iver y.  However,  many wom-
en sadly  don’t  make it .  Black women 
are  two to  three  t imes  more l ikely 
to  die  f rom pregnanc y or  pregnan-
c y-related ai lments  than White 
women,  according to  the  Divis ion of 
Reproduct ive  Health ,  Nat ional  C en-
ter  for  Chronic  Disease  Prevent ion 
and Health  Promotion and C enters 
for  Disease  C ontrol  and Prevent ion. 
This  abnormal ly  high rate  presents  a 
major  publ ic  hea lth  emergenc y.
       Disproport ionate  rates  of  Black 
maternal  morbidity  dur ing and af ter 

chi ldbir th  require  medica l  profes-
s ionals  to  devise  a  st ronger  arsenal 
of  combat  weapons,  a  task  that  takes 
much support  and advocac y work.
       “We have a  lot  of  work to  do 
as  a  nat ion and I  hope my stor y  can 
inspire  a  conversat ion that  gets  us 
to  c lose  this  gap,”  Wil l l iams wrote  in 
her  post .
      Wi l l iams recognizes  that  ever y 
woman who bears  a  chi ld  deser ves 
the  most  love  and care  as  wel l  as  the 
best  medica l  t reatments  avai lable .
      “Let  me be  clear :  EVERY moth-
er,  regardless  of  race,  or  background 
deser ves  to  have  a  hea lthy pregnan-
c y and chi ldbir th ,”  Wil l iams wrote. 
“I  personal ly  want  a l l  women of  a l l 
colors  to  have  the  best  exper ience 
they can have.  My personal  exper i-
ence  was  not  great  but  it  was  MY ex-
per ience  and I ’m happy it  happened 
to  me.  It  made me stronger  and it 
made me appreciate  women — both 
women with and without  k ids  — 
even more.  We are  powerful ! ! !

S erena Wi l l iams’  chi ldbir th 
stor y  hig hlig hts  Black mothers’ 
hig h mor tal ity  rates

by Defender  Ne ws S er v ice
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It  included per formances  f rom musi-
ca l  groups  l ike  the  R aging Grannies , 
who sang songs  ca l l ing for  res is-
tance.  S evera l  speakers  touched on 
the  importance  of  protect ing indi-
v iduals’  fundamenta l  r ights .
       North Carol ina  Supreme C ourt 
Just ice  Anita  Earls  ser ved as  the  ra l-
ly ’s  keynote  speaker.  She  said  stand-
ing up to  injust ice  isn’t  just  a  par t  of 
Greensboro’s  past ,  i t’s  woven into  the 
c ity ’s  soul .
       “ The message  today echoing 
through this  crowd and ever ywhere 

across  this  countr y  is  unmistakable ,” 
Earls  said.  “We do not  bow to  ru l-
ers .”
     Attendee Bi l l  McDonald said  he 
came out  in  sol idar ity  because  he’s 
concerned about  how Immigrat ion 
and Customs Enforcement  is  t reat ing 
people.
       “It  has  to  go back to  vot ing ,” 
McDonald said.  “Vote  these  people 
out .  I  think the  message  is  c lear.”
       C laudia  L ange,  an organizer 
with  Indivis ible  Gui l ford C ounty, 
shared s imi lar  sent iments .

       “R al l ies  are  important  in  their 
own r ight ,  and they get  people  ex-
cited,”  she  said.  “However,  the  rea l 
extra  work is  in  between ra l l ies .  We 
want  to  see  people  get  involved by 
canvass ing .  We want  to  make sure 
that  people  are  vot ing any and ever y 
s ing le  t ime that  they can.”
       The No Kings  protest  in  Greens-
boro was  one of  thousands  nat ion-
wide,  including a  ra l ly  nearby in 
Winston-Sa lem.

by DJ  Simmon

‘No Kings’  Protest  from p age 1

attende es  for  the  No Kings  protest  c arrie d signs  de cr y ing the  curret  dire ction of  the  fe deral  government

Art  and S cience.  Glover  is  a  Naval 
Aviator  and was  a  test  pi lot  in  the 
F/A‐18 Hornet ,  Super  Hornet  and 
EA‐18G Growler.  He and his  fami ly 
have  been stat ioned in  many loca-

t ions  in  the  United States  and Japan 
and he  has  deployed in  combat  and 
peacet ime.
       Af ter  a  successfu l  conclusion of 
Artemis  II  space  explorat ion to  the 

moon,  it  was  a  per fec t  landing for 
Glover  and the  crew when the  para-
chutes  were  deployed over  the  paci f-
ic  ocean at  807,  pm Apri l  10 .

Ar timis  II  Astronaut  Pi lot  Victor  Glover  from p age 1

C hristina Ko ch,  Jeremy Hans en,  Reid Wis eman and Victor  Glover  w ith their  z e-
ro-grav ity  indic ator  “R is e”  inside  the  Orion sp ace craft  on their  way home.NASA

Ar temis  II  L aunch,  Apri l  1 ,  2026– 
Americ aSp ace

E ar th dips  b e yond the  lunar  horiz on in  this  f irst  pho-
to from the far  side  of  the  mo on c apture d from Orion 
on Apri l  6 .NASA

Ar timis  II  L anding,  Apri l  10,  NASA

Ar timis  II  mo on sp ace craft  for 
Astronauts

Ar tist&#039;s  i l lustration of  Ar temis  2  mission including 
the  Orion sp ace craft  w ith E ar th in  b ackground
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Pentagon Off icia l  Threatens  Vatic an And Pop e L e o 
XIV O ver  Iran War Criticism
The threat  c ame after  Pop e L e o XIV del ivere d his  State  of  the  World sp e e ch,  in 
w hich he  urge d world leaders  to  lay  dow n their  weap ons and cho os e  p eace.

by Z ack L inly  4/09/26

       On a  regular  bas is ,  members  of 
the  Trump administrat ion,  especia l-
ly  Pres ident  Donald Trump himsel f , 
prove  they are  not  the  champions  of 
f ree  speech that  they purport  them-
selves  to  be,  and now their  g lar ing 
const itut ional  hypocr isy  has  Penta-
gon of f ic ia ls  threatening the  Vat ican 
and Pope Leo XIV — who is  no fan 
of  the  pres ident  — just  because  the 
pope joined most  of  the  world  in 
cr it ic iz ing Trump’s  disastrous  war  on 
Iran.
       According to  a  detai led repor t 
by  the  Free  Press ,  on Easter  Sun-
day,  whi le  Trump was  threatening 
to  bomb Iran’s  br idges  and power 
plants  and unleash “Hel l”  on the 
nat ion,  Leo XIV,  born Rober t  Fran-
cis  Prevost ,  del ivered his  State  of 
the  World speech,  dur ing which he 
urged world  leaders  to  lay  down 
their  weapons,  choose  peace  and 
rel ieve  themselves  of  the  “desire  to 
dominate  others .”  The g lobal  leader 
of  the  Cathol ic  Church a lso  con-
demned “the  imper ia l ist  occupat ion 
of  the  world”  and warned that  God 
re jec ts  the  prayers  “of  those  who 
wage war”  — which seems to  be  a 
direc t  rebuke of  Defense  S ecretar y 
Pete  Hegseth,  who has  been host ing 
a  monthly  Christ ian worship ser vice 
at  the  Pentagon s ince  the  Iran war 
began,  and has  been praying to  his 
god that  “ever y  round f ind its  mark 
against  the  enemies  of  r ighteousness 
and our  great  nat ion.”
       S o,  according to  the  Free  Press , 
Leo’s  speech angered some of f ic ia ls 
at  the  Pentagon,  result ing in  Cardi-

nal  Chr istophe Pierre,  the  Vat ican’s 
U.S .  representat ive,  being summoned 
to  a  c losed-door  Pentagon meet ing , 
where  he  received a  stern lec ture 
f rom Undersecretar y  of  Defense  for 
Pol ic y  E lbr idge  C olby,  who repor ted-
ly  told  Pierre :  “ The United States  has 
the  mi l itar y  power  to  do whatever 
it  wants  in  the  world.  The Cathol ic 
Church had better  take  its  s ide.”
       B es ides  the  fac t  that  these  so-
ca l led Christ ian leaders  of  a  so-
ca l led Christ ian nat ion are  out  here 
threatening to  unleash the  U.S .  mi l i -
tar y  on the  world’s  highest  author ity 
on a l l  things  Christ ,  just  because  the 
pope said  things  that  are  Christ- l ike, 
we rea l ly  should be  more concerned 
that  Trump of f ic ia ls  keep boast ing 
about  how they can do anything they 
want  because  they have  the  most 
powerful  mi l itar y.
       Remember  when Trump was 
ta lk ing about  “running”  Venezue-
la  and taking over  Greenland,  and 
White  House  Chief  of  Staf f  Stephen 
Mil ler  defended those  remarks  by 
beat ing his  l i t t le  bird chest  and de-
clar ing ,  “We are  in  charge  because 
we have  the  United States  mi l itar y 
stat ioned outs ide  the  countr y,”  and 
“we’re  a  superpower,  and under  Pres-
ident  Trump,  we are  going to  con-
duct  ourselves  as  a  superpower”  as 
i f  he  himsel f  had ever  ser ved even a 
day in  the  U.S .  mi l itar y.
       MAGA minions  keep defending 
the  Trump administrat ion against 
a l legat ions  that  it’s  an author itar ian 
reg ime,  and the  administrat ion just 
keeps  undermining that  defense  by 

voca l ly  v indicat ing its  accusers .
       The t ruth is  that  Trump and his 
band of  stooges  — who have been 
g iven way more power  than incom-
petent ,  imbeci l ic  sycophants  l ike 
them should ever  have  — have been 
scrambling and struggl ing to  control 
the  narrat ive  around which s ide  is 
“winning”  regarding the  conf l ic t  in 
Iran,  and they’ve  been gett ing in-
creas ing ly  f rustrated with endless 
cr it ic ism,  both g lobal ly  and domes-
t ica l ly,  and the  growing consensus 
that  this  war  and the  administra-
t ion’s  lack of  competent  leadership 
makes  the  nat ion look weak.
       Trump is  even out  here  threat-
ening news out lets  for  repor t ing 
statements  of  “v ic tor y”  made by Ira-
nian leadership that  have  a lso  been 
repor ted by Iranian media ,  which 
br ings  us  to  a  reminder  that  the 
Pentagon recent ly  t r ied to  ban ever y 
mainstream news out let  f rom report-
ing on it  af ter  a l l  of  those  out lets  re-
fused to  bend to  its  new pol ic y  that 
repor ters  cannot  obtain or  sol ic it 
any informat ion that  hasn’t  been 
pre-approved by the  Depar tment 
of  Defense.  Thankful ly,  a  federa l 
judge stepped in  and essent ia l ly  told 
Hegseth and other  Pentagon of f ic ia ls 
that  they were  out  of  their  f reedom-
of-the-press-def y ing minds .
       This  administrat ion is  demon-
strably  an author itar ian reg ime,  and 
i f  the  pope ain’t  even safe  f rom it , 
then who is?
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Shout-OutShout-Out

Shout-OutShout-Out
 He y G-times,  Incomp etence  in  the  White  Hous e is  r unning w i ld  from Tr ump and his 
entire  administration to  thos e  spinless  republic an rats  in  C ongress  and the  S enate.   In 
this  war  w ith Iran,  Americ a  is  play ing che ckers  w hi le  the  Iranians  are  play ing chess . 
The Iranians  are  ver y  strategic  and have a  plan.   You c an tel l  the  Iranian leadership 
s e ems to  have  comp etent  think ing p e ople  w ho have training,  exp erience  and exp er tis e 
in  w hat  the y are  doing.   But  Tr ump and his  handpicke d nitw its  consistently  demonstrate 
the  opp osite--  incomp etence,  delusional  ab out  their  lack of  k now le dge,  inexp erience d 
and unlearne d in  the  p ositions  that  the y hold.  The only  re quirement  the y ne e de d to 
get  an administration app ointment  was  to  worship him and do his  bidding.   The y are 
a  bunch of  c low ns r unning into each other  and ly ing e ver y  day to  the  Americ an p e o-
ple.   It’s  terrif y ing w hat  the y are  doing to  this  countr y.   Now,  thanks  to  the  incomp etent 
Tr ump administration and thos e  women,  w hites ,  blacks,  and a l l  w ho vote d him in---
w hen the y k ne w fu l l  wel l ,  he  was  incomp etent ,  disresp e ctfu l ,  a  racist ,  a  bigot ,  a  l iar,  a 
cheater,  a  mis og y nist ,  a  criminal ,  and an advo c ate  of  v iolence---we are  a l l  now sitting 
ducks.   S o,  this  is  w here  we are  and w hat  we get  b e c aus e  Americ an voters  k now ing ly  vot-
e d for  incomp etence.   Even thoug h he  told you and demonstrate d w ho he  was,  you vote d 
for  him any way.   Who do es  this ! ! !   The 93% of  Black p e ople  and thos e  w ho vote d against 
Tr ump,  we trie d to  tel l  y ’a l l .   But  no,  you just  wou ldn’t  l isten.  Now lo ok at  w hat  you 
got!   I  hop e that  you Tr ump voters  have  had enoug h and w i l l  vote  him and the  repub-
l ic ans  out  of  off ice  b eginning w ith the  midterms in  Novemb er.   If  you don’t ,  you ain’t 
s e en nothing yet ! ! !   S orr y  G-times  for  my rant ,  but  I  just  had to  get  this  off  my chest .  

G o o d morning,  just  f inish reading ab out  Tr ump’s  ceas ef ire  deal  w ith Iran.  You 
k now Donald Tr ump sp ent  years  attack ing President  Ob ama’s  Iran deal ,  c a l l ing it 
“the  worst  deal  e ver ”.  But  w hen you comp are the  detai ls  s ide  by  side,  the  dif fer-
ence  is  tel l ing,  and not  in  Tr ump’s  favor.  The Ob ama Iran deal  left  the  Strait  of 
Hormuz op en for  fre e.  Tr ump’s  ceas ef ire.  The Tr ump ceas ef ire  deal ,  the  Strait  of 
Hormuz is  c los e d,  and fe es  imp os e d.  Ob ama’s  deal  l imite d Iran’s  uranium enrich-
ment  w ith strict  monitoring and international  insp e ctors  a l lowe d for  compliance 
verif ic ation.  Tr ump’s  ceas ef ire  deal  has  no guarante e d l imits  on uranium enrich-
ment ,  no guarante e  against  nuclear  weap ons,  and no insp e ctors  a l lowe d monitor 
l imits  on enrichment  of  uranium. Wel l ,  there  it  i s ,  Tr ump “ The Ar t  of  the  Deal” 
is  no deal  at  a l l .  What  it  tel ls  me is  that  DEI p olicies  ensure  that  qualif ie d,  ta l-
ente d p e ople  get  an e qual  and fair  chance to  p erform and that  White  sk in priv i-
lege  as  a  qualif ier  bre e ds  incomp etence.  With Tr ump and his  top administrators , 

Hel lo,  last  we ek,  the  Nor th C arolina Supreme C our t  thre w our k ids  to  the 
wolves .  The y thre w out  the  32-year-old L eandro s cho ol  funding c as e.  The de ci-
sion throws out  a  2023 cour t  order  that  wou ld have  prov ide d the  Nor th C arolina 
s cho ol  system w ith an adde d $677 mi l l ion in  state  e duc ation funding and cou ld 
have  le d to  bi l l ions  of  dol lars  in  cour t  ordere d funding.  The Republic an majori-
ty  on the  cour t  vote d to  dismiss  the  c as e.  What  are  s ome of  thes e  el ites  tr y ing to 
do,  create  a  bigger  p o ol  of  p otentia l  MAGA group that  the y c an continue to  us e 
and abus e  for  their  ow n b enef it  and to  the  detriment  of  MAGA. Ke ep them dumb 
and une duc ate d and you c an conv ince  them to unk now ing ly  b e  work ing against 
their  interest .  The el ite  c an afford to  e duc ate  their  k ids  in  private  s cho ols .  It 
is  ess entia l  to  maintain a  committe d ef for t  towards  s e curing suff icient  funding 
for  s cho ols ,  ensuring that  chi ldren re ceive  a  quality  e duc ation.   We must  bui ld 
legislative  pressure  throug h state w ide co al it ions  of  p arents ,  e duc ators  and r ural 
residents  and demand funding from the legislature  and organiz e  voter  e duc ation 
around c andidates’  s cho ol  funding p ositions.  Do cument unmet  constitutional 
obligations  to  supp or t  future  fe deral  or  c iv i l  r ig hts  c laims.  The Supreme C our t 
lo ok ing out  for  our  chi ldren to  get  a  s ound b asic  e duc ation is  l i ke  the  wolves 
guarding the  hen hous e.

Hel lo,  fe el ing real  go o d ab out  mys elf .  Blo o d Pressure  is  st i l l  holding go o d at 
122/78---I  think I  must  have  p erfe cte d the  ar t  of  we e ding out  and ignoring BS---
and f inding e ven more to  love  ab out  the  p e ople  and things  I  love.  Yes!
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       Donald Trump,  the  L iar- in- 
Chief  said  he  would make the  amer-
ican economy better  on day one.  He 
said  would end infa lt ion and make 
America  af fordable  again,  Wel l ,  that 
was  a  l ie  on day one.  The pr imar y 
people  who have  benef ited f rom his 
pol ic ies  have  bee  the  ,5% super  r ich 
in  the,  the  wealthy. 
       In  American folk lore,  Robin 
Hood stole  f rom the  r ich to  help  the 
poor.  Donald Trump’s  economic and 
pol it ica l  agenda f l ips  that  legend on 
its  head.  Trump governs  as  Robin 
Hood in  reverse—taking f rom work-
ing Americans  and redistr ibut ing 
wealth  and f inancia l  secur ity  upward 
to  the  r ich who don’t  need it . 
       James  Car vi l le’s  famous 1992 
pol it ica l  reminder—“It’s  the  econo-
my,  stupid”—st i l l  def ines  American 
elec t ions .  But  today the  quest ion 
facing voters  in  November  is  s im-
pler :  Who benef its  f rom Trump’s 
economy? 
       Across  the  countr y,  fami l ies 
confront  r is ing grocer y  bi l l s ,  h igher 
rent ,  and stubbornly  expensive  gas-
ol ine.  Tar i f fs  marketed as  economic 
patr iot ism funct ion as  hidden taxes 
on consumers .  When tar i f fs  raise  im-
port  costs ,  corporat ions  pass  those 
costs  direc t ly  to  shoppers .  The re-
sult  i s  not  economic nat ional ism—it 
is  higher  checkout  pr ices  accross 
America  and Food Lion and Harr is 
teeter  stores  r ight  here  in  Greens-
boro. 
       Meanwhi le ,  wage growth has 
lagged behind ever yday expenses . 
The promise  of  re l ie f  for  middle- 
and working-class  households  has 
col l ided with pol ic ies  that  inf late 
costs  whi le  of fer ing l it t le  s t ructura l 
support . 
       Robin Hood helped v i l lagers 
sur vive  hard t imes .  Trump-era  eco-
nomics  of ten asks  them to  bear  the 
burden. 

       The danger  intensi f ies  with 
esca lat ing unnecesar y  war  of  choice 
involv ing Iran and instabi l ity  around 
the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  through which 
roughly  a  f i f th  of  g lobal  oi l  f lows. 
Mi l itar y  confrontat ion threatens 
energ y markets  immediately.  Even 
rumors  of  an ongoing war  disrupt ion 
dr ive  up oi l  pr ices ,  which t ranslate 
into  higher  gas  pr ices  we have  a l l 
exper ienced within the  last  s ix  weeks 
at  gas  stat ion loca l ly  and nat ionwide. 
       At  the  same t ime,  a  proposed 
$1.5  t r i l l ion defense  budget  t ied to 
war  readiness  shi f ts  nat ional  pr ior-
it ies  toward mi l itar izat ion.  Ever y 
dol lar  direc ted toward expanded war 
capacity  is  a  dol lar  not  invested in 
housing,  hea lthcare,  educat ion,  or 
inf rastructure.
       Trump has  proposed a  $1 .5  t r i l -
l ion defense  budget  -  a  40% increase 
,  the  largest  s ince  World War II .  In 
exchange for  more  war  he  wants  to 
cut  $10.7  bi l l ion for  housing,  $8 .5 
bi l l ion for  K-12 programs,  e l imi-
nate  $1 .6  bi l l ion for  youth t raining 
programs,  e l iminate  $775 mi l l ion in 
food ass istance  grants ,  cut  $5  bi l l ion 
f rom the  Nat iona Inst itues  of  Health 
and much more. 
       In  reverse  Robin Hood fashion, 
publ ic  resources  move away f rom 
socia l  investment  toward defense 
contractors  and geopol it ica l  war  es-
ca lat ion. 
      Trump champions  sweeping 
tax  and spending packages—often 
branded as  bold economic renewal . 
Yet  vers ions  of  the  so-ca l led “big 
beaut i fu l  bi l l”  fol low a  fami l iar  pat-
tern:  tax  re l ie f  heavi ly  t i l ted toward 
corporat ions  and wealthy households 
a longside  cuts  or  f reezes  to  domest ic 
programs. 
       Programs that  stabi l ize  working 
fami l ies—food ass istance,  housing 
support ,  educat ion funding,  and 
Medicaid  hea lthcare  access—face  re-
duct ions  in  the  name of  f isca l  disc i-

pl ine. 
       Lower  taxes  for  the  wealthy 
combine with reduced publ ic  invest-
ment  for  ever yone e lse .  The wealthy 
accumulate  assets ;  ordinar y  Ameri-
cans  lose  economic secur ity. 
       Even Trump’s  pol it ica l  base  feels 
the  contradic t ion.  American farm-
ers  depend heavi ly  on immigrant 
labor  to  har vest  crops  and sustain 
agr icultura l  product ion.  Aggress ive 
immigrat ion Gestapo type crack-
downs shr ink the  workforce,  leaving 
crops  unpicked and farms f inancia l ly 
st rained. 
       L abor  shor tages  raise  food pr ic-
es  nat ionwide whi le  undermining 
rura l  economies  that  once  formed 
the  backbone of  Trump’s  support . 
       Robin Hood protected the  l ive-
l ihoods  of  common workers .  Reverse 
Robin Hood pol ic ies  destabi l ize 
them. 
       In  summar y, tar i f fs  raise  con-
sumer pr ices .  Iran war  tensions  push 
gas  pr ices  higher.  Domest ic  pro-
grams cuts  reduce economic safety 
netss .  Tax breaks  disproport ionate-
ly  benef it  the  wealthy and defense 
spending expands whi le  af fordabi l ity 
worsens .  
       This  is  not  popul ism.  It  i s  redis-
tr ibut ion—from the  many to  the  few. 
       Trump’s  pol it ica l  rhetor ic 
speaks  the  language of  forgotten 
Americans ,  but  pol ic y  outcomes 
increas ing ly  reward concentrated 
wealth  and corporate  power.  The 
mytholog y promises  rescue;  the  eco-
nomics  del iver  extract ion. 
       Robin Hood chal lenged power 
on behal f  of  the  poor  and ordinar y 
people. 
       Trump’s  governing model  does 
the  opposite—asking working Amer-
icans  to  f inance pol ic ies  that  leave 
them paying more,  receiv ing less , 
and carr ying the  economic r isks  of 
decis ions  made far  above their  pay 
grade. 

Tr ump is  Robin Ho o d in Re vers e:  “Its 
the  e conomy stupid”

Robin Ho o d
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Cal ls  for  execut ive  or  congress io-
nal  inter vent ion have  esca lated in 
recent  days  s ince  Trump threatened 
to  bomb civ i l ian inf rastructure  in 
Iran,  including br idges  and power 
plants ,  i f  Iran’s  mi l itar y  does  not 
stop blocking the  Strait  of  Hormuz. 
The blockade,  prevent ing oi l  and 
gas  shipments  across  the  water way, 
has  dr iven up gas  and energ y pr ices 
in  the  U.S . ,  turning it  into  a  pol it i -
ca l  nightmare  for  Pres ident  Trump, 
whose  war  in  Iran has  been cr it i -
c ized as  a  war  of  choice,  not  neces-
s ity.
        On Tuesday,  af ter  doubl ing 
down on his  threat  against  Iran 
dur ing a  Monday White  House  press 
conference,  Trump wrote  on Truth 
S ocia l ,  “A whole  c iv i l izat ion wi l l  d ie 
tonight .”
        “In  recent  weeks ,  the  pres i-
dent’s  errat ic  statements  and act ions 
have  raised grave  concerns  about 
his  abi l ity  to  fu l f i l l  the  dut ies  of  his 
of f ice .  This  is  not  merely  a  matter  of 
pol it ica l  disagreement ;  i t  i s  a  matter 
of  nat ional  secur ity,  g lobal  stabi l ity, 
and the  ver y  fabr ic  of  our  democra-
c y,”  said  the  NAACP.
        Derr ick  Johnson,  the  nat ional 
pres ident  and CEO of  the  NAACP, 
ca l led Trump,  79,  “unf it ,  unwel l ,  and 

unhinged.”
       “ The rhetor ic  and behavior  we 
are  witness ing f rom Trump isn’t  just 
a larming,  i t’s  dangerous .  When the 
person entrusted with the  highest 
of f ice  in  the  land demonstrates  a 
disregard for  t ruth,  s tabi l ity,  and the 
wel l -being of  the  American people, 
i t’s  a  threat  to  the  ent ire  nat ion and 
the  world.  Trump must  be  imme-
diately  removed f rom of f ice ,”  said 
Johnson.
       The 25th Amendment ,  which 
was  rat i f ied in  1967 fol lowing the 
assass inat ion of  Pres ident  John F. 
Kennedy,  has  only  been invoked tem-
porar i ly  when a  U.S .  pres ident  un-
der went  a  medica l  procedure.  Under 
the  C onst itut ion,  a  pres ident  can be 
removed f rom of f ice  when the  Vice 
Pres ident  and a  major ity  of  the  pres-
ident’s  Cabinet  inform C ongress  in 
a  wr itten declarat ion that  the  pres i-
dent  is  unable  to  discharge  the  pow-
ers  and dut ies  of  his  of f ice .  Upon 
doing so,  the  Vice  Pres ident  immedi-
ately  assumes the  powers  and dut ies 
of  the  of f ice  as  ac t ing pres ident .
        As  of  now,  it  appears  unl ikely 
that  Vice  Pres ident  JD Vance and a 
major ity  of  the  Trump Cabinet ,  who 
have  publ ic ly  remained unwaver-
ing ly  loya l  to  Trump,  would seek to 
execute  a  25th Amendment  removal 

of  Trump.  A pol l  conducted by the 
C onser vat ive  Pol it ica l  Act ion C on-
ference  (CPAC) found that  89% of 
Trump’s  MAGA supporters  approve 
of  his  war  in  Iran,  despite  a  major ity 
of  Americans  disapproving.
        The NAACP said  Trump’s  in-
abi l ity  to  “think clearly”  or  “act 
decis ively”  jeopardizes  the  U.S . 
mi l itar y ’s  readiness  and “undermines 
publ ic  t rust  at  a  t ime when unity  and 
strength are  paramount .”
       “ The 25th Amendment  provides 
a  cr it ica l  mechanism for  address ing 
pres ident ia l  incapacity,  and we can-
not  af ford to  ignore  its  provis ions ,” 
said  the  c iv i l  r ights  group.
        The organizat ion a lso  urged 
C ongress  to  “act  with  urgenc y,” 
joining ca l ls  f rom Democrats  to 
hold a  wars  power  resolut ion vote 
to  force  the  end of  Trump’s  mi l itar y 
operat ion.  Republ icans ,  who hold a 
major ity  in  C ongress ,  voted against 
attempts  to  re in  in  Pres ident  Trump’s 
war  powers .
        “Our democrac y,  our  armed 
forces ,  and the  safety  of  our  c it izens 
depend on decis ive  ac t ion now,”  said 
the  NAACP.  “We ca l l  on a l l  leaders 
to  pr ior it ize  the  hea lth  of  our  nat ion 
and uphold the  pr inciples  enshr ined 
in  our  C onst itut ion.”

NAACP /  Tr ump -  from p age 1
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PUBLIC REVIEW 
Draft Comprehensive Safety Action Plan 

The Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
announces the availability of the Draft MPO Comprehensive Safety 
Action Plan for public review and comment. The plan identifies 
transportation safety challenges and prioritizes solutions to improve 
safety for all roadway users. 
 
• The public comment period is open through April 23, 2026.  
• The draft plan and associated public input survey are available at 

www.guampo.org.  
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will consider the plan for 
adoption at its April 29, 2026 meeting. Additional details will be posted 
on the MPO website. 
 
For more information, to submit comments, or to view the plan, visit 
www.guampo.org, email guampo@greensboro-nc.gov, call (336) 373-
3117, or write to: 
 

Greensboro Urban Area MPO 
Attn: Safety Plan 
P.O. Box 3136 
Greensboro, NC 27402-3136 

 
Anyone in need of auxiliary aids or interpretive services may call (336) 
373-3117. 

 

       Among the  many who are  fac-
ing r is ings  costs  for  food,  gasol ine, 
hea lth  care,  and other  essent ia ls , 
Black parents  are  feel ing an extra 
burden:  teaching their  chi ldren f i -
nancia l  l i terac y.
       S ome 78% of  Black parents  re-
por t  that  their  f inancia l  s t ress  now 
is  making them rea l ize  how import-
ant  it  i s  to  teach their  chi ldren about 
handl ing money,  according to  new 
data  f rom Intuit .
       F i f ty-seven percent  of  parents 
are  more fear fu l  about  their  chi ld’s 
abi l ity  to  u lt imately  handle  the  f i -

nancia l  “rea l  world”  than they do 
about  their  academic  or  career  per-
formance.  A s imi lar  percentage  sur-
veyed overa l l  said  they received ver y 
l i t t le  or  no f inancia l  educat ion f rom 
their  own parents . 
      Obser vers  say  an important  rea-
son for  teaching k ids  about  f inancia l 
l i terac y  is  that  it  can help  them de-
velop ski l l s  to  manage money early 
on and g ive  them a  st ronger  foot ing 
to  be  successfu l  in  their  personal 
and  work l ives  as  adults .  
       Black f inancia l  l i terac y  exper ts 
have  long declared that  instruct ing 

k ids  about  money is  v ita l .  It  helps 
bui ld  f inancia l  s tabi l ity,  af f luence, 
and fosters  generat ional  wealth 
among other  benef its .
       There  are  many act ions  parents 
can take  to  help  k ids  bui ld  hea lthy 
money habits ,  according to  research 
by BLACK ENTERPRISE.  C onsider 
us ing a  c lear  container  to  show kids 
how their  money is  growing.  Regu-
lar ly  discuss  the  savings  as  the  con-
tainer  f i l l s  up with coins  and dol lars .
       Inform kids  about  the  advan-
tages  of  paying with cash instead of 
plast ic  to  make purchases  and prac-

Pol l :  Black Parents  Push For 
Kids’  Financial  L iterac y  As 
C osts  Surge

Teaching k ids  fundamentals  on ke y matters 
l i ke  sav ing,  investing,  and avoiding debt 
c an help them make b etter  future  f inancial 
de cisions.

by Jef fre y  McKinne y
Apri l  5 ,  2026

Black k ids  Financial  L iterac y,  p age 14
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DETROIT—The chi l led air  outs ide 
the  Renaissance  Marr iott  hotel  here 
didn’t  dampen the  warmth of  broth-
erly  love  showered on the  Honorable 
Minister  Louis  Farrakhan as  mem-
bers  of  Omega Psi  Phi  Fraternity, 
Inc . ,  ce lebrated him with plaques 
and awards  dur ing a  pr ivate  Feb.  21 
meet ing .
       A standing ovat ion greeted Min-
ister  Farrakhan,  who was  invited by 
Pres iding Internat ional  Spor ts  and 
Enter tainment  Chair  Dr.  Mark Ste-
vens ,  Brother  S ean T.  Long,  Imme-
diate  Past  Tenth Distr ic t  Represen-
tat ive  of  Omega Psi  Phi  Fraternity, 
Inc . ,  and members  of  the  f raternity ’s 
Ta lented Tenth Distr ic t .
       F irst  Vice  Grand Basi leus  Mark 
Jackson was  a lso  in  attendance at  the 
gather ing on behal f  of  the  f raterni-
ty ’s  Grand Basi leus .  The meet ing oc-
curred dur ing the  Nat ion of  Is lam’s 
Saviours’  Day 2026 weekend.
      A v ibrant  and energet ic 
92-years-young,  Minister  Farrakhan 
accepted the  awards  before  proceed-
ing to  l ight  up the  room with words 
of  wisdom and guidance for  an hour!
       He spoke about  his  love  for 
Omega Psi  Phi  Fraternity  and his 
exper ience  dur ing undergraduate 
school  at  Winston Sa lem Teachers’ 
C ol lege  (now a  univers ity)  as  a  lam-
pado (pledge) .
       Whi le  pledging,  his  Big  Broth-
ers  instructed him to  read Psa lm 
133,  which reads ,  in  par t :  “How good 
and pleasant  it  i s  when Brothers  l ive 
together  in  UNIT Y!  It  i s  l ike  pre-
cious  oi l  poured on the  head,  run-
ning down on the  beard,  running 
down on Aaron’s  beard,  down upon 
the  col lar  of  his  robes .”
       Minister  Farrakhan stressed that 
Omega men must  work in  unity  to 
bui ld  their  communit ies .  Amidst  this 
warm,  inspirat ional  and spir itua l 
del iver y,  he  reminded the  men how 
God is  “Omega and Alpha!”
       He ta lked about  Jesus  and the 

importance  of  obeying the  Master ! 
To get  to  Jesus ,  you must  be  wi l l ing 
to  deny yoursel f ,  sacr i f ice  and bear 
your  cross ,  he  said,  adding that  he 
has  accepted his  cross .

       Whi le  at  Winston Sa lem Teach-
ers’  C ol lege  (Winston Sa lem State 
Universty) ,  he  discovered that  some 
professors  were  having sex  with 
female  students  in  exchange for 
“good” grades .  B ecause  he  spoke out 
on campus against  the  behavior,  he 
said  he  was  u lt imately  blackbal led 
and prevented f rom complet ing the 
pledge process .
       The goal  of  his  col leg iate  so-
journ was  to  become a  teacher.  Al-
though he  did  not  complete  his  un-
dergraduate  degree,  his  subsequent 
Ministr y  in  the  Nat ion of  Is lam, 
under  the  Divine  Guidance of  the 
Most  Honorable  E l i jah Muhammad, 
Minister  Farrakhan grew to  become 
one of  the  greatest  spir itua l  teachers 
of  a l l  t ime.

       The Honorable  Minister  Louis 
Farrakhan stressed that  Omega men 
must  work in  unity  to  bui ld  their 
communit ies ,  Feb.  21 ,  dur ing the 
N.O.I .’s  Saviours’  Day weekend.
He said  that  he  was  a  L amp then, 
and he  is  a  L amp now,  shining 
br ight ly !  Minister  Farrakhan said 
when he  accepted his  f raternity  pin, 
he  agreed to  receive  his  membership 
because  Omega Men are  Men of  Pur-
pose.
       “Omega men have contr ibuted a 
lot  to  the  growth and development  of 
our  people  and inst itut ions ,”  he  said. 
“And even though we’ve  been unsung 
heroes ,  we’ve  done so  much to  make 
America  what  America  has  not  yet 
become.”
       On August  26 ,  2017,  Minister 
Farrakhan received the  organiza-
t ion’s  highest  honor,  the  prest ig ious 
“Li fet ime Achievement  Award.”  He 
was  a lso  presented with a  purple  and 
gold Founder’s  Robe,  f i t  for  a  k ing , 
the  f i rst  t ime in  the  histor y  of  the 
organizat ion that  such an honor was 
bestowed.
      In  2019,  he  was  inducted into 
the  f raternity  and dur ing the  Feb-
ruar y  Saviours’  Day 2019 keynote 
address ,  he  displayed to  the  audience 
the  robe and other  g i f ts  g iven to  him 
by men of  Omega.

Omega Psi  Phi  fraternity  honors  Minister  L ouis  Farrak han

rom left ,  Bro.  Don Eno ch Mu hammad,  Bro.  S ean L ong,  1st  Vice  Grand Basi leus  Mark 
Jacks on,  Bro.  Mar uis  Sagnia  and the  Honorable  Minister  L ouis  Farrak han re ceives  awards 
and plaques  from the Omega Psi  Phi  Fraternity,  in  Detroit ,  Feb.  21.  Photos:  Stanle y  Que 

by Jay  Mu hammad

S enator  Barack Ob ama w ith Minister  L ouis  Farra-
k han,  C ongressional  Black C oucus me eting,  2005

(L-R )  L ouis  Farrak han,  Al  Shar pton,  Jess e  Jacks on and 
Bi l l  C linton,  Attend Aretha Frank lin Funeral ,  August 
2018.

Nation of  Is lam leader  L ouis  Farrak han sp eaks 
at  the  Mi l l ion Man March,  w hich he  organiz e d. 
(Photo by James L e y ns e/C orbis  v ia  G etty  Images)
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Ronald McNair  was  9  years  old  w hen a  S outh 
C arolina l ibrarian told him he cou ld not  che ck 
out  b o oks  from a  s egregate d l ibrar y  in  1959. 
Refusing to  leave,  a  determine d McNair  sat  on 
the  counter  w hi le  the  l ibrarian c al le d the  p o-
l ice,  as  wel l  as  McNair ’s  mother.  The p olice 
arrive d,  told  the  l ibrarian to  let  the  young b oy 
have  his  b o oks,  and McNair  wal ke d out  a long-
side  his  mother  and brother.
McNair,  a  NCA&T graduate,  went  on to  earn his 
Ph.D.  in  physics  at  MIT and b e c ame one of  the 
f irst  Black Americ ans  s ele cte d as  astronauts  by 
NASA.
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On March 17,  2026,  the  Gre ensb o oro Business  in  Par thnership w ith the  Nor th C arolina Enter pris e  Foundation 
(NC Fre e}  pres ente d Poic y  and Prosp erity  Breadfast  at  the  Proximity  Hotel  in  Gre ensb oro.  Many lo c al  c it iz ens, 
business  ow ners  and government  leaders  attende d the  e vent  for  a  dy namic dis cussion on infrastr uction,  smal l 
business  supp or t ,  healthc are  and community  engagement  w ith ke y  state  law makers.  Ke y L aw makers  include d 
NC State  Rep.Brian Ess chhe veria,  Rep.  Stepphen Ross,  Rep.  Amos Quick,  S enator  Gladys  Robins on,S en.  Amy 
G ale y  and S enator  Michael  G arrett . 
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8 Actions  To Help Save  Mone y On G as  As Prices 
C ontinue To S o ar

       The nat ional  average  was 
around $3.98 a  ga l lon as  of  March 
27,  according to  the  American Auto-
mobi le  Associat ion (AAA).  That  was 
up f rom about  $3.91 a  week ago and 
around $2.98 a  month ago.  The pr ice 
has  c l imbed 83 cents  s ince  a  year 
ago,  when it  was  roughly  $3.15.
       Analysts  att r ibute  the  surge 
largely  to  the  U.S . . - Israel i  war  on 
Iran,  fuel ing r is ing g lobal  oi l  and 
gas  pr ices  this  month.  U.S .  consum-
ers ,  including Black Americans ,  are 
now being forced to  endure  the  extra 
hardship when struggl ing with inf la-
t ion,  and managing money is  a lready 
di f f icu lt .
       Exacerbat ing matters ,  a  f resh 
repor t  f rom GasBuddy projec ts  the 
U.S .  average  for  a  ga l lon of  gas  could 
reach $4 as  soon as  next  week.  That 
repor tedly  would mark the  f i rst  t ime 
the  cost  has  r isen to  that  level  s ince 
2022,  when Russia  invaded Ukraine.
       Patr ick  De Haan,  head of  pe-
troleum analys is  at  GasBuddy,  said, 
“ There  are  few s igns  of  stabi l izat ion 
so  far,  as  g lobal  oi l  pr ices  cont inue 

to  c l imb and early  indicat ions  sug-
gest  consumers  may begin to  pul l 
back in  response  to  the  rapid pace  of 
increases .”
       However,  the  upl i f t ing news is 
that  BLACK ENTERPRISE is  here  to 
provide  many ways  to  help  dr ivers 
of fset  the  impact  of  los ing money 
rapidly  whi le  cutt ing gasol ine  spend-
ing:
      C ombine errands :  Merge  these 
tasks  into  a  s ing le  t r ip  to  reduce 
dr iv ing t ime.
      Check out  gas  apps :  C onsider 
us ing AAA,  Gas  Guru,  and GasBuddy 
to  f ind lower  gas  pr ices  near  where 
you l ive.
      Use  cash instead of  plast ic :  Ob-
ser vers  suggest  paying with cash 
rather  than a  credit  card at  the  gas 
pump.  They claim you can save  mon-
ey doing that .  B e  aware  that  some 
gas  stat ions  might  levy  a  fee  for  us-
ing a  credit  card.
      Avoid premium gas :  Research 
shows this  higher-octane gasol ine  is 
not  essent ia l  or  benef ic ia l  for  most 
cars .  As  such,  do not  spend extra 

cash to  buy that  grade.
       Explore  fuel  rewards  programs: 
S evera l  grocer y  stores  and nat ional 
gas  stat ions  of fer  gasol ine  discounts 
for  patrons .  Tr y  to  f ind one near 
you.  And be  sure  to  l ink your  pur-
chases  to  the  same account  regularly.
      Dr ive  caut iously :  Don’t  dr ive 
aggress ively,  as  that  can t r im gas 
mi leage  by  15% to  40%,  data  shows. 
Accelerat ing rapid ly  and braking 
suddenly  can lead to  accidents  and 
cause  vehicle  deter iorat ion.
       Reduce dr iv ing:  This  can be 
done by carpool ing ,  walking ,  bik ing , 
or  us ing publ ic  t ransportat ion.  An-
other  opt ion is  working more f rom 
home i f  that’s  an avai lable  opt ion.
      Maintain good vehicle  mainte-
nance:  This  can enhance fuel  econ-
omy and peak engine per formance, 
helping t r im gas  usage.  Viable  main-
tenance tasks ,  such as  maintaining 
proper  t i re  pressure,  replacing air 
f i l ters ,  and using recommended oi l 
grades ,  can be  benef ic ia l .

by Jef fre y  McKinne y
March 27,  2026

Black Kids  Financial  L iterac y  from p age 9

t ice  that .  Youngsters  mimic  what 
parents  do.  Avoid using plast ic  ev-
er y  t ime you eat  or  buy grocer ies ,  so 
k ids  don’t  develop that  habit .
      As  chi ldren become teenagers , 
ta lk  about  the  va lue  of  money and f i -
nancia l  responsibi l ity.  C onsider  set-
t ing up a  bank account  and pushing 
them to  save  for  col lege  once  they 
star t  working.  Those  ac t ions  can 

show kids  why their  role  in  prudent-
ly  handl ing money is  crucia l .
decis ions  add up over  t ime.

       He added parents  should be 
aware  they don’t  have  to  carr y  the 
responsibi l ity  a lone.  “ There’s  a  c lear 
demand for  more f inancia l  l i terac y 
support  beyond the  home,  which is 
where  schools  and structured pro-

grams are  stepping in .”
      Through Intuit  for  Educat ion,  he 
said,  s tudents  can engage with inter-
act ive,  rea l-world  s imulat ions  that 
mirror  f inancia l  decis ion-making ex-
per iences  they ’ l l  face  in  adulthood, 
f rom budget ing to  taxes  and credit .
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Automatic  U.S.  mi l itar y  draft  registration planne d 
by De cemb er 2026,  f i l ing shows

 
X The S elec t ive  S er vice  System plans  to  automat ica l ly  reg ister  e l ig ible  American men between ages  18  and 26 for  a 
U.S .  mi l itar y  draf t  by  the  end of  2026.

X The proposa l  would implement  a  requirement  passed by C ongress  to  include automat ic  reg istrat ion for  “ever y 
male  c it izen of  the  United States”  between those  ages .

X There  has  not  been a  mi l itar y  draf t  s ince  1973,  when U.S .  involvement  in  the  war  in  Vietnam was  winding down.

White  House  press  secretar y  Karol ine  Leavitt  recent ly  said  Pres ident  Donald Trump “keeps  his  opt ions  on the  ta-
ble”  when asked about  chances  of  a  draf t  returning amid the  Iran war. 

Here is  how the  mi l itar y  draft  works.  L et’s  break dow n e ver ything you ne e d to  k now,  step by step.
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S oldiers  sa lute  the  colors  b efore  the  2016 Al l-Americ an 
B ow l  in  San Antonio,  Jan.  9 ,  2016.  The s oldiers  are  as-
signe d to  For t  Sam Houston.  U.S.  Army Photo by Sgt . 
B ethany L.  Huff

S oldiers  from the 3rd Str y ker  Brigade C omb at  Team, 
2nd Infantr y  Div ision p atrol l ing Dora in  Iraq during 
2007 (Wi k icommons)

U.S.  S oldiers  from 1st  Batta l ion,  121st 
Infantr y  Regiment  of  the  48th Infantr y 
Brigade C omb at  Team prov ide s e curity 
as  a  CH-47 C hino ok hel icopter  lands 
in  S outhern Afg hanistan,  2019 -  [3300 
x  2200]
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